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CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE PROTECTORATE. 

It has be« ;n said that, in the selection of his execQ 
tors, Henry VIII. was guided by the desire J»n.,i647. 
to leave a government behind him in which pie which 
the parties of reaction and of progress should rai. in ui 
alike be represented, and should form a executors, 
check one upon the other. No individual among them 
was given precedence over another, because no one 
could be trusted with supreme power. On both sides 
names were omitted which might naturally have been 
looked for. Gardiner was struck from the list as 
violent and dangerous ; Lord Parr the queen's brother, 
Lord Dorset who had married Henry's niece, were 
passed over as sectarian or imprudent ; and, whatever 
fiirther changes the king might himself have contem- 
plated, he may b^ presumed to have desired that the 
existing order of things in Church and State should be 
maintained as he had left it till Edward's minority 
should expire. 

In anticipation of the contingency which had now 
arrived, an act of parliament had been passed ^^ ^ 
several years before, empowering sovereigns JJ^JJJ^^^^J*^ 
who might succeed to the crown while under SJ^q,"'*"' 
age, to repeal by letters 'patent all meas- "Minority, 
ures which might have been passed in their names , 
and this act, without doubt, was designed to prohibit 
regents, or coimcils of regency, from meddling with 
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serious questions.^ But the king did not leave the 
world without expressing his own views with elaborate 
Henry giyes expHcituess. He speut the day before his death 
Btructions to in Conversation with Lord Hertford and Sir 
ford, William ?aget on the condition of the coun tr/. 

He urged them to follow out the Scottish marriage to 
the union of the crowns, and by separate and earnest 
messages he commended Edward to the care both of 
Charles V. and of Francis I.^ So much they commu- 
nicated to the world ; with respect to the rest they kept 
their secret. It is known only that the king continued 
his directions to them as long as he could speak, and 
they were with him when he died. 

Whatever he said, however, the Earl of Hertford 
never afterwards dared to appeal to the verbal instruc- 
tions of Henry as a justification of the course which 
Who forms he intended to follow. He had formed other 

other 

fchemes schemcs, and he had determined in his ow^ 
mind that he was wiser than his master. The Earl of 
Hertford, ardent, generous, and enthusiastic, the popu- 
lar successful general, the uncle of Edward, was ill 
satisfied with the limited powers and the narrow sphere 
of action which had been assigned him. He saw Eng- 
land, as he believed, ripe for mighty changes easy of 
accomplishment. He saw in imagination the yet im« 
perfect revolution carried out to completion, and him- 
self as the achiever of the triumph remembered in the 
history of his country. He had lived in a reign in 
which the laws had been severe beyond prec- 

For progress, •' ^ \ 

InXhten?* cdcut, and when even speech was criminal. 
"^*» He was himself a believer in liberty ; he 

1 28 Henry VIII. cap. 17. 

s Memoranda of Directions to the Ambassadors in France and FUuidenr 
M8. State Paper Office, 
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imagined that the strong hand could now be dia- 
pensed with, that an age of enlightenment was at hand 
when severity could be superseded with gentleness and 
force by persuasion. 

But, to accomplish these great purposes, he required 
a larger measure of authority. Before the king's body 
was cold, in the corridor outside the room where it was 
lying, he entreated Paget to assist him in ^^^^^^ ^ 
altering the arrangements, and Paget, with ^^*°**** 
some cautions and warnings, and stipulating ^'*^' 
only that Hertford should be guided in all things by his 
advice, consented.^ 

It was now three o'clock in the morning of the 28th 
of January. The king had died at two, and after this 
hurried but momentous conversation, the Earl hastened 
off to bring up the Prince, who was in Hertfordshire 
with Elizabeth. In his haste he took with him the 
key of the will, for which Paget was obliged to send 
after him. In returning it, he recommended that for 
the present some caution should be used in communi- 
cating the contents to the world.^ The world should 
experience the benefit of the alterations before it was 
made aware of the nature of them. 

In the afternoon of Monday the 81st he arrived at 
the Tower with Edward. The death of Mwardki 
Henry had been formally made known only in the Tomt. 

1 Two years after, Paget reminded Hertford of their conversation, and 
of his own warnings. ** What seeth your Grace,** he wrote. ** Harry, the 
king^s subjects all out of discipline, out cf obedience, carrying neither for 
Protector nor king. What is the matter? Marry, sir, that which I said to 
your Grace in the gallery. Liberty ! Liberty ! and your Grace*s too much 
gentleness, your softness, your opinion to be good to the poor — the opinion 
•f such as saith to your Grace, * Oh, sir, there was never man that had the 
hearts of the poor as you have.* *' — Paget to the Protector: M&, IhmtMik, 
Bdward VI. Vol VIII. State Paper Office. 

t Hertford to Paget: l^tler^s Edward and Mary, Vol L p. 15. 

VOL. Y. 9 



18 The Council in Session at the Tower. [Oh. 

the morning of that daj. The council was in session^ 
and Paget had already proposed a protectorate. Lord 
Wriothesley, the chancellor, spoke earnestly in oppo- 
sition. Protectorates, especially when they had been 
held by the uncles of kings, had been occasions of 
disaster and crime ; the Protector in the minority of 
Henry VI. had ruined the finances and lost France ; 
Edward V. had been murdered by the Duke of 
Gloucester. But Paget's influence was stronger than 
Wriothesley's, and the chancellor reluctantly acquies- 
cing, the form of government as disposed by Henry was 
modified on Hertford's appearance in the following in* 
Btrument. 

" We, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Lord 
Wriothesley, Chancellor of England, William Lord 
St. John, John Lord Russell, Edward Earl of Hert- 
ford, John Viscount Lisle, Cuthbert Bishop of Dur- 
ham, Anthony Browne, William Paget, Edward North, 
Edward Montague, Anthony Denny, and William 
Herbert, being all assembled together in the Tower of 
London the last day of January, have reverently and 
diligently considered the great charge committed to us, 
and calling to Almighty God for his aid and assistance, 
have resolved and agreed with one voice to stand to 
and maintain the last will and testament of our late 
master in every part and article of the same. 

" Further, considering the greatness of the charge, 
The execu- the multitude of business, the number of ex«* 
•ring the ccutors appointed with like and equal charcre, 

Unportanoe . i iii i n n 

oftheeharge it should be moro than necessary, as well for 
to them, the honour, surety, and good government of 
the most royal person of the king our sovereign lord that 
now is, as for the more certain and assured direction of 
his affairs, that some special man of the number afore* 
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said should be preferred in name and place before other, 
to whom, as to the head of the rest, all strangers j^^^ that 
and others might have access, and who for his n'JSnbe?* 
virtue, wisdom, and experience in things were ^eSSISe 
meet and able to be a special remembrancer, ®' ^* '**** 
and to keep a most certain account of all our pixxjeed- 
iugs, which otherwise could not choose within short 
time but grow into much disorder and confusion — 

" We, therefore, the archbishop and others whose 
names be hereunto subscribed, by our whole consent, 
concord, and agreement, upon mature consideration of 
the tenderness and proximity of blood between our 
sovereign lord that now is, and the said Earl of Hert- 
ford, by virtue of the authority given unto us by the 
said will and testament of our said late sovereign lord 
and master for the doing of any act or acts February. 
that may tend to the honour and surety of aSBJiTof 
our sovereign lord that now is, or for the bdn^the" 
advancement of his affairs, have given unto *^°8'*^*'^» 
him the chief place among us, and also the name and 
title of the Protector of all the realms and dominions 
of the king's majesty, and governor of his most royal 
person, with the special and express condition oncondition 
that he shall not do any act but with the J,^^*** 
advice and consent of the rest of the execu- TOnw^tS* 
tors, in such manner, order, and form as in **^«"^' 
the will of our late sovereign lord is appointed and 
prescribed, which the said Earl hath promised to per- 
form accordingly." ^ 

The Protectorate had been gained with Uttle diffi- 
culty ; the conditions with which it was fettered could 
in due time be disposed of. 

The other provisions in the will fell next under con* 

1 Becords of the Privy Conneil: Bdward yi. M8. Coundl Qfice. 
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Bideration. A clause directed that all provisions made 
The late by the king in his lifetime should be fulfilled 
dfiBilneda by the cxccutors. On Sunday, the 6th of' 
of pwre^ ° February, Paget said that a few weeks 
previously Henry had spoken to him of the decay of 
the English nobility. Many peerages had become ex- 
tinct, " some by attainder, some by misgovemance and 
riotous living, some by sickness and other means." 
The order required refreshment with new blood, and 
Paget had been requested to make a " book of names " 
of persons whom it was desirable to advance. A list 
had been drawn, in which Hertford had been named 
for a dukedom, Parr for a marquisate, Lisle,^ St. John,* 
and Russell for earldoms. Sir Thomas Seymour, Sir 
Thomas Cheyne, Sir Richard Rich, Sir William Wil- 
loughby. Sir R. Arundel, Sir Edward Sheffield, Sii 
John St. Leger, Sir — Wymbish, Sir Christopher 
Danby, and Vernon of the Peak, for baronies. The 
king entered opposite to each name the grants which 
should accompany the titles ; and Paget had then sub- 
mitted the Royal intentions to the different candidates. 
Some of these gentlemen, however, were unambi- 
tious ; others, perhaps, considered the estates allotted 
them too small to maintain an increased rank. There 
was a general expression of dissatisfaction, and the king 
And had hesitated what to do. Paget was directed to 
«rw. make another list, entering himself the en- 

make lists, dowments which would be thought adequate. 
A dukedom he again fixed for Hertford, and an earl- 
dom fi^r his son, "with 800 pound lands, and 300 
pound of the next bishop's lands which should fall 
vacant." Sir Thomas Seymour should be Lord Sey- 

1 John Dudley, afterwards Dake of Northamberland. 
s Panlet, afterwards Marquis of Winchester. 
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mour of Sudleye, with 500Z. lands ; and he suggested 
grants on a similar scale for all the rest of the ezecu* 
tors except for himself. 

The new schedule was read over to Henry in the 
presence of Sir WiUiam Herbert and Sir Anthony 
Denny. 

*^ Mr. Secretary has remembered all men save one," 
said Herbert. ^^ You mean himself," repUed the king 
*^I remember him well enough, and he shall be 
helped. * 

But no distinct conclusion was arrived at. The grants 
were profuse and the crown was in debt. Henry " put 
the b^k in his poke," and died without returning to 
the subject.^ 

The silence, however, was construed favourably. 
The hypothetical bequests in their own fa- Theexeeu- 

•^ , '■' , tors deter- 

vour which the will did not contain they mine to 

, cftrry out ihA 

held themselves bound to accomplish. The intention, 
legacies in money which were specially named they 
held it prudent to suspend, although, indeed, consid- 
erable sums were left to themselves. France might 
go to war with them to recover Boulogne. " Their 
imperfect friend the Emperor " might go to war with 
them to reimpose the authority " of the Bishop of 
Rome." It would be unsafe to empty the treasury of 
coin, and ^^ leave the realm impoverished." Making 
a merit of their virtue, they would wait with the other 
legatees for a more convenient season. 

Another matter of importance was put off for the 
same reason. The will ordained that the J^J^J^e 
crown debts should have preference over l^e^'iSfd 
erery other disposition, and the encum- J^ySe** 
brances left by the war were still undis- JJr!!L^ 

I..' toe efowB, 

1 Records of the Friyy Coanca: Edward VI. MS. Council Qffie4. 
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charged. The king had set the dangerous example 
of taking up money at interest from the Fuggers at 
Antwerp. Owing to the change of habits in the 
higher classes and to other causes, the annual expenses 
of the household, which at the be^nning of Henry's 
reign had been but 14,000Z., had slowly and gradually 
risen. In the last year they had made a sudden vio- 
lent start, in consequence of the rise of prices which 
attended the infection of the currency, and the charges 
for the last six months had reached 28,000^ Much 
of this was still unpaid, and again there were the loans 
from the Mint, met hitherto by the expedient of 
depreciation, which required an instant remedy. In 
the last four years, 24,000 lb. weight of silver had 
been coined, mixed on an average with an equal 
quantity of alloy.i The gain to the crown from this 
dangerous source had been 60,000Z. The duty of the 
executors was to call in the impure coin. The estates 
which they divided among themselves to support their 
new honours might have been sold for five times the 
amount which in this early stage of the disease would 
have been required. 

But Henry himself had been, perhaps, unaware of 
And they the peril of meddliu^c with the currency. It 

overlook also •*• ^ •' , 

theoondition scems not to havo occurred to the council — 
»«ney. perhaps it did not occur to him — that where 

a small quantity of debased coin is thrown into the 
midst of a circulation generally pure, the good will 
inevitably sink to the level of the bad. The money 
of the State could not be wasted in the payment of 
debts either to the Fuggers or to the Mint. In the 
large schemes which the Protector was meditating, 
the currency might prove a convenient resource* 

1 JbrnaU iif ih€ Coinafftt Vol. L p. 178. 
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With ihe appropriation of the estates followed the 
distribution of honours and dignities. On the 16th 
of Febmary it was ordered in council that Hertford ii 
Hertford should be Duke of Somerset, and of somJn«i. 
that his brother should be Lord Seymour of Sud- 
leye; Lord Parr was to be Marquis of Northamp- 
ton, Lisle and Wriothesley Earls of Warwick and 
Southampton. The patents were made out the next 
day at the Tower,^ and the will of Henry was thus 
disposed of. 

The next step was to show the bishops that the 
change of rulers had not restored their lib- xhebtohopt 
erty. They were to regard themselves as SSSTt^tti 
possessed of no authority independent of the *^^' 
crown. They were not successors of the apostles, 
but merely ordinary officials; and, in evidence that 
they understood and submitted to their position, they 
were required to accept a renewal of their commis- 
Bions. Cranmer set the wflling example, in an ac 
knowledgment that all jurisdiction, ecclesiastical as 
well as secular, within the realm, only emanated from 
the sovereign.^ The other prelates consented, or were 
compelled, to imitate him.^ 

1 Priwf Comal Records, Edward VI. MS. 

* " Qnando qnidem omnis Jurisdicendi aactoritas atqae etiam jurisdictio 
omni modo, tarn ilia qiue ecclesiastica didtur qaam saBCularis a Regi& potes- 
tate yelnt a supremo capite ac omnium magislratuum intra regnum nos- 
trum fonte et scaturigine priroitus emanaverit." — Cranmer*8 Renewal of 
his Commission: Bumefs CoUectanea, 

* Gardiner complained to Paget, holding Paget in some way as respon- 
sible. Paget replied, *' I malign not bishops, but would that both they and 
all others were in such order as might be most to the glory of God and the 
benefit of this realm; much less I malign your Lordship, but wish ye well; 
and if tks estate of bishops is or shall be thought meet to be reformed, I 
wish either that yon were no bishop, or that you could have such a pliable 
will as could bear reformation. Tour Lordship shall have your commission 
In as ample a manner as I have authority to make out the same, and in as 
osple ft manner as yon had it before, which I think yoa may execute now 
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But for the measures which the reforming partj 
meditated, the Protector was not yet wholly in the 
position which he or they desired. He was hampered 
by a council of which tie chancellor was a member ; 
and so long as he could do nothing without the coun- 
cil's consent, he could but walk in the track which 
Henry had marked for him. Wriothesley, however, 
by a fortunate want of judgment, gave Somerset an 
opportunity to shake him off. There was a jealousy 
of old standing in the profession to which he belonged 
between the civilians and the common-law lawyers. 
The sympathies of the chancellor were with the for- 
mer, and believing that he held his office irresponsibly 
and irremoveably, and finding his occupation at the 
council-board interfere with his duties as a judge, he 
Thei/>rd made out a commission in the king's name 

Obanoellor ^ , 

grants a to the Master of the Rolls and three civilians, 

commission . , -i -i • 

under the empowermg them to hear and determme 

groat seal. • 

without the causes in the Court of Chancery as his rep- 

Banctionof , __, , •' , *^ 

tfaeoonncii, rescutatives. Ihe students at the mns ot 
court complained to the council. The judges being 
consulted, reported unanimously that the issue of a 
commission imder the great seal without sanction from 
the crown was an offence by which, "by the common 
law," the chancellor had forfeited his office ; and when 
first called to account, Wriothesley enhanced his mis- 
demeanour by " menacing divers of the learned men," 
and "using unfitting words to the Lord Protector." 
The council " considered what danger might ensue, if 
the great seal of England, whereby the king and the 
realm might be bound, should continue in the hands 
of so stout and arrogant a person as durst presume at 

Wifh less fear of danger than yon haye had cause hitherto to do." — Paget 
iO Gardiner: lytler, Vol. I. p. 36. 
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his will to seal without warrant " ; and they resolved, 
^thout a dissentient voice, that he should }ianiL. 

. .By which ht 

be deprived/ They came to their determi- forfeita hit 

, *• *' , office, and if 

nation on the morning of Sunday, the 6th deprived. 
of March. The chancellor was ordered to remain a 
prisoner in the council chamber till the end of the 
afternoon sermon. In the evening he withdrew to his 
house, and resigned the seals into the hands of Lord 
Seymour and Sir Anthony Browne. 

The complaint of the students and the entries in the 
Council Register contain the only surviving account 
of this transaction, and from an ex parte statement no 
conclusion can be drawn on the fairness of Wriothes- 
ley's treatment. The Protector, however, TheProtec 



was conveniently freed from his ablest oppo- ^lu the 
nent, and he was enabled to make a more the'chiice 



op- 



considerable innovation in the structure of tSJ^i^/""*®* 
the government. A week after he took out p°^®"» 
a new patent for the Protectorate, which was drawn 
in Edward's name. The executors were left as his 
advisers ; but, probably under the pretence that the 
chancellor's conduct made it necessary that their posi- 
tion should be more distinctly defined, they were now 
represented as the nominees of Edward, and no longer 
%s guardians appointed by his fether. The Protector 
might accept their advice, or might neglect it at his 
own pleasure. He might act with all of them, or 
with " so many as he pleased to call to his assistance." 
He might choose others, should he desire the help of 
others. In fact, he might " do anything which a gov- 
emor of the king's person, or Protector of the realm, 
ought to do," and was left to his own unfettered dis* 
eretion to decide what his obligations might be.' 

I Privy Council Records, Edward VL MS. 

s Boyal Commission for the Protectorate: Bamet*8 Colh cit mmk 
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The Duke of Somerset had now obtained the realitj 
of power. His precautions in withholding such partf 
of the will of the late king as he desired to concea) 
prevented the nation from being aware generally of the 
extent to which he had transgressed it. He was Ed- 
ward's uncle ; he had the art of popularity, and the 
factions opposed to him were disheartened and dis- 
united.^ His virtual sovereignty was submitted to, it 
would seem, without outward complaint or opposition. 
Only he was bound to remember that jealous eyes were 
i^thin- ever on the watch upon power Ulegitimately 
wSoMibiu- Obtained ; that, as he had taken the Protec- 
tiMjjmdin- torate on his own responsibility, so, for such 
^*°«^ errors as he might fall into, he would be 
called on to give a strict account. At the very outset 
he was not without warning that he was on dangerous 
ground. His new commission was countersigned only 
by seven of his coexecutors. The names of all the 
rest, and among them that of the Earl of Warwick, 
were significantly withheld. 

If Somerset was ambitious, however, it was only (as 
The Protec- ^^ porsuadcd himself) to do good. He com- 
£L?hS^i»y ™enced his administration with a prayer, in 
to raS*^ which he spoke of himself as called to rule by 
^^^y» Providence ; in which he described himself as 
a shepherd of God's people, a sword-bearer of God*s 
justice ; in which he asked prosperity, wisdom, and vic- 
tory for the great things which God was to enable him 
to do.^ Nevertheless, such language was better suited 
to a prince than to a subject. His own intrigues, and 
not the will of Heaven, had placed him in the position 

1 ** Thou, Lord, by thy Providence hast caused me to rule. I am, by thy 
appointment, minister for thy king, shepherd for thy people. By Thee 
kings do reign, and horn Thee all power is derived; govern me as I shall 
govern,^ &c.— Strjrpe: MemcriaU^ Vol. lY. p. 311. 
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which he had achieved. In a letter to the King of 
France he so curiously forgot himself that ^^ he But partem 
called his majesty brother," and Dr. Wotton, posifSn. 
the ambassador, was requested to remind him wlio and 
what he was.^ Such assistance as Heaven He haa dun- 
would grant him in the task which he had S^t^SS 
undertaken of governing England, he was "*a*>«>^- 
likely to require. Of the religious factions at home it 
was essential to the welfare of the country that neither 
should be allowed to prevail. With foreign powers 
there was peace, but it was a peace which had been 
dearly bought, and which the most delicate skill could 
alone succeed in maintaining. 

The difficulty of the situation will be best seen in a 
review of the general condition of Europe. 

And first for the council of Trent. ,^^ councu 

From the commencement of the Reforma- ^^ ^'^°** 
tion a general council had been in the mouth of the 
Christian world. All parties in turn had clamoured for 
it, aU parties in turn had opposed it, as the predominant 
influence under which, if it assembled, it was likely to 
fall, varied between the great powers of Europe, the 
peoples, and the papacy. So long as the Emperor was 
entangled in the war with France, he was compelled to 
temporize with the Protestant States of Germany, and 
the Germans pressed a council upon him which should 
be held within the frontiers of the Empire, where they 
could themselves be freely represented and freely 
heard. Such a council the Popes had as loudly 
deprecated, and Charles, embarrassed on one side 
with the necessity of conciliating the Diet, on After much 

^,' uncertainty 

the Other with his loyalty to Catholicism, had on aii aides, 
again and again declared that a council was chiefly 

^ MSB. France^ Edward VI. bundle 1, State Paper Office. 
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valuable as a possibility — as a threat— -as a cannon to 
be kept loaded — minatory, but never to be discharged* 
There were books enough, he said, to determine the 
Catholic doctrines, codes and law courts to enforce 
Catholic discipline. Fresh definitiens and fresh polem- 
ical organizations would only sharpea the edge of the 
schism and bring about a violent collision.^ While the 
war continued the Popes consented readily to a delay, 
which was of most advantage to themselves. Without 
the united support of the two great Catholic mon- 
archies they distrusted their powers of overbearing oppo- 
The Pope, sitiou. The peace of Crepy had for the first 

""rfter the 

peace of time presented the conditions which the Court 
«ii(enerai of Romc dcsircd. Paul III., to lose no more 
meet at Trent, time, scut Cardinal Farnese to the Emperor 
to entreat his consent. He could keep his promises to 
the Lutherans in the letter, if not in the spirit, by ap- 
pointing for the place of assembly a city within the 
German frontier, where the Italian and papal influences 
would, nevertheless, effectively predominate. 

Charles, still anxious to put off an open rupture with 
Germany, hesitated. The Bishop of Arras replied for 
him, that if a council met, summoned by the Pope, the 
Protestants, assured of their intended condemnation, 
But, in def- would take up arms. The Catholic States in 
the objec- Germany could not be relied upon, and the 
Emperor, Elcctor and the Landgrave, as the best me^ns 

hedelaysthe 'nj/*!. .1 1 -ia i 

opening. ot deTending themselves, might perhaps carry 
the war into Italy, and dictate terms in the citadel of 
religion itself. The Pope would have to rely upon his 
own resources to protect himself ; tho imperial treasury 
was exhausted, and, though his master would give hii 
ife, he could give no more. 

1 Pallayidno. 



Utt.] The Council opens. 89 

With some doubt of the sincerity of these objections, 
Paul III. for the moment gave way to them. A few 
cardinals and bishops had collected at Trent to arrange 
preliminaries. They were instructed to wear away the 
time in a show of making preparations, and the Pope 
tried to persuade himself that the difficulty with Charles 
was really and truly, as he pretended, a want af power^ 
— that, when opportunity should offer, he would dra w 
the sword with effect.^ 

In August the Emperor met the German Diet at 
Worms, when he again held out hopes of a satisfactory 
settlement. But he satisfied the Pope behind the 
scenes with private assurances, although he had alarmed 
the fathers at Trent by the vagueness of his language • 

So matters ^stood when the Duke of Orleans died. 
The war was likely to revive, and the Pope determined 
that he would wait no longer. He must make the best 
of the occasion whi^e it endured, and in December, 
1545, the Council of Trent was opened for jhe councu 
despatch of business. The Emperor, dragged Jes^t^of' 
into a reluctant approval, permitted the *>««'»«»• 
attendance of the bishops of Spain, partly to gratify the 
Pope, partly to control the Italians ; and so welcome 
were they, and so doubtful had been their coming, that 
when they arrived, the cardinals, legates, and prelates ' 
went out to receive them at the gates, and a special 
seat of honour was assigned to the Archbishop of Toledo 
as the Imperial representative.* 

1 ** Velle re verft Csesarem in hseresim ensem educero.'* — Pallavicino. 

3 " Eoqae magis quod ipsos latuit quid auri sub eo Cs^aris consilio lar 
tnit, quamris deform! scorift illius indulgentise contectum. Quod consilium 
fuisset patribus patefactum nisi consuevisset Pontifex literas peculiaret 
baud csBteris coramunicandas perscribere." — Ibid. 

• *'Quod erat peculiare subsellium supra cunctos patres, quasi ex ad* 
▼erso Legatorum cui acyectum erat scabellum duorum homlnum capax.** 
Ibid. 
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If prudence was still important, the presence of some 
one in authority who could keep his judgment cool was 
not -unnecessary. The zealous fathers desired at once 
to draw the sword and pass a censure on the Germans 
before Charles was ready for the struggle for which he 
The Arch- was obliffed in haste to prepare himself. The 

bishop of To-> ■ t I. 

|edo keepi Archbishop of Toledo interposed. In spite of 

tho council • i /» i 

to play a querulous murmur, he contrived for the 
time to turn the heat of discussion into less dangerous 
channels.^ Original sin was brought forward, and 
next a fertile discussion on the Immaculate Conception 
of the Virgin.^ And when on this point the fiery con- 
TiutheEm- ^^c* ^^^ burut out, the Bishop of Fiesoli 
pSwdfor^toe ^^rcw in the inexhaustible and yet more 
?Sh*^^ agitating question, What was the Pope's au- 
Germany. thority, and what was a bishop's authority ? 
How far could one bishop overrule another bishop in 
his own diocese ? Here the strife of tongues, once 
kindled, raged without ceasing till Midsummer, 1546, 
when the Emperor was ready to take the field ; and 
then at last the council were allowed to approach sub- 
jects which would bring them in collision with the 
A holy alii- Reformers. An article was brought forward 

anoe is form- '^ 

•d between ou the hcrcsy of justification by faith; a 
theBmperor. league was coucluded between Charles and 
Paul ; and a holy war was proclaimed. 

This is not a place to describe the campaign 
which closed at Muhlberg in the following spring, 
so disastrously for the Lutherans. The Pope un- 

1 ** Inter Patres qaerulus susarrus, increbait quasi Legati arbitrata siio 
semel in congregationibas statuta mutarent/* — Pallavicino. 

s " H4c ratione veto CsBsaris consulebat, init& siquidem a Patribns 
qnsBstione de articulo intra duas Catholicorum scholas easque doctrxnft pol« 
l««^te8 strenue agitato, qui in pnefervidum diutamumque certamen abitunia 
."— Ibid. 
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dertgok to provide ui Italian contingent, and for % 
supply of fiinds he allowed the Emperor to seques* 
trate half the revenue of the Church of Spain, and 
to sell church lands to the value of a half-million 
crowns. But the Emperor's misgivings had not de« 
ceived him as to the strength of the enemy. The 
Elector of Saxe and the Landgrave of Hesse took 
the field at the head of an army far supe- The Elector 

, *^ , of daxe aad 

rior to the Papal Imperial troops, in num- theLend- 
ber, in equipment, in commissariat. Their Seflew. 
artillery doubled the Emperor's ; the people were on 
their side ; they possessed every advantage, except in 
the one point of a divided command and inferiority 
of mUitary skill.i 

The result of the conflict seemed at one time so un- 
certain, that the fathers at the council were ^^ prelate 
thrown into the utmost agitation. Some fero- JSJncu*a» 
cious Protestant leader might stoop down ^^^^^ 
upon them out of the mountains, lying out as they 
were exposed upon the frontier ; they desired to flutter 
off* to some safer residence ; ^ and so much disturbed 
were they, that in the heat of their alarm they forgot 
the plainest proprieties of decorum. In an excited 
session one venerable prelate clutched another by the 
beard, and plucked out his hoary hair in handfuls;* 

1 A series of exceedingly valuable letters from the English ambassadoiw 
who followed the Imperial camp in the summer and autumn of 1546, are 
printed in the eleventh volume of the State Papers of Henry VIII. 

3 *' Tridenti tamen adeo trepidatum fuerat ut episcopi fugere meditaren* 
lur.»* — Pallavicino. 

8 ** The Bishop of Capua having expressed an opinion rather vehemently 
the Bishop of Chseronea whispered to his neighbour that such folly and 
impudence were inexcusable. The first Bishop asked what he was saying. 
* I said, my Lord/ replied the Bishop of Chaeronea, * that your folly and 
impudence were without excuse.* Then the other, as the wont is among 
men, overcome with anger, blazed out into revenge; laying his hand on 
the beard of his brother prelate, he did tear away many of the hairs thaie* 
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and they would have broken up and dispersed on the 
spot, had not the Emperor sent a message, that, if they 
were not quiet, he would ha^re some of them flung 
into the Adige. 

Finding himself meanwhile too weak to risk a 
battle, Charles had recourse to intrigue. The Prot- 
TheSmaicai- ©stant leaders used their strength unskil- 
S^^S""" fully, and the snmmer had passed without 
ri^j^^ an action. With the winter, Duke Maurice 
the Emperor, ^f g^^^^ ^^iQ Landgravo's son-in-law, and if 

the family of John Frederi-^k failed, the heir of the 
electorate, deserted his party, and came over to Charles, 
bringing with him the Duke of Wirtemberg and half 
the miUtary power of the refonning States. The re- 
The war ligious aspect of the w^r was thus exchanged 
poiiScS, f^^ ^ political one. The reforming princes, 
Pope*?MiTe8 ^^ joining the Emperor, imagined that they 
the aiuance. y^Q^Q tying his hauds, and it is true that the 
connexion had its embarrassments for him. But the 
League of Smalcalde was broken up. The Landgrave 
and the Elector were placed under the ban of the 
Empire, and Saxony was bestowed on Maurice as ^ 
reward of his treachery. Paul III., indignant at the 
return of a carnal policy, withdrew his contingent 
discontinued his supplies of money, and canceUing his 
sanction for the appropriation of the Spanish benefices, 
began to look in despair towards France ; France in 
turn began to meditate supporting the Elector, in 
crder to prevent Charles from conquering Grermany ; 
and it was at this crisis, as aU things appeared to be 



of, and straightway went his way. As the assembly gathered about him 
the Bishop of Gh»ronea did show no other sign of displeasure save that is 
a loud voice he repeated his words again; the fathers at the unseemly 
ipectacle were disturbed incredibly.'* — Pallavicino. 
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relapsing into confusion, that Henry VIII. died, — 
** The most miserable of princes/' says Pallavicino ; 
■* cursed in the extinction of his race, as if God would 
punish those distracted marriages, from which, in spite 
of fortune, he laboured to beget sons to succeed him ; 
cursed in his country, which ever since has been an 
Africa, fertile only in monsters." ^ 

In the autumn, while the league was yet unbroken 
between the Pope and the Emperor, Henry had 
offered to join the Protestants. The Elector, confi- 
dent, in his own strength, and over-hopeful of France, 
had evaded or declined the conditions on which the 
alhance was proposed to him, and the last directions of 
the king to his executors were unfavourable to fiirther 
interference. The struggle was altering its charac- 
ter; Charles was again in connexion with a section 
of the Lutherans, and Edward was especially recom- 
mended to the Imperial protection. 

But if Henry had no longer a desire that England 
should interfere on the Continent, the Pope on the death 
snatched at the opportunity of the departure poJL^SwmI 
of his dreaded enemy to revenge himself tol^ST* 
on England. Laying aside his immediate ^k^*^^- 
grounds of complaint against Charles, he wrote to 
urge upon him the duty of at once asserting by arms 
the right of the Princess Mary to the crown. Ed- 
ward having been bom in schism, was not to be 
recognised as legitimate ; the daughter of Catherine 
was the only child of Henry whose rights could be 
admitted by Catholics. 

Had there been a corresponding movement in Eng- 
land, had Surrey been alive or his father at liberty, it 

^ " Britamiis poetmodo tanquam in Africam conversa est monstronui 
omnium feiacem.*' — Pallayidno. 

VOL. V. % 
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A likely that Paul would not have entreated in vain ; 
the war might have been suspended in Germany, and 
the invasion so long threatened have become a fact. 
TheBmpw- ^^*9 after a consultation at Brussels, it was 
orreftiMB. decided that the Emperor should wait to see 
what the conduct of the new government would be. 
To interfere without the support of a party in the 
country would be dangerous, and might cost Mary her 
life.i 

1 ^* n lay sembloit/* wrote the Bishop of Arras to Chancellor Granvellc 
(he was speaking of the Regent of the Netherlands), " que Ton dent atten- 
dre jusques la conduite de la nouveaulx gouvemement se vit, et par icelle 
sur quoy Ton se debvroit fonder, et selon ce, ce que Ton y debyroit faire : et 
despuis que le Roy est mort, et le Due de Norfolk [it was not known that 
Norfolk's life had been spared] et son filz le Conte de Surrey executiez, le 
jeane Roy qu'est ja couronn^ envoyoit vers TErapereur pour I'advertir da 
trespas du feu Roy et couronnement du nouveaulx, ung gentilhomme de 
la chambre dudit nouveaulx Roy, et il a sembl^ que les raisons allequ^s 
par Chappuys militent encores.*' 

Her Majesty, he continued, is afraid of doing anything which might 
compromise Mary: **Quia ubi opus est, comme vous dictes, ibi non veren- 
tur;'' — those English will stick at nothing, — and things being as they 
were, the Emperor would recognise Edward as king. Not to irritate the 
Pope, however, no fiineral service should be said for Henry; " S'il ne vous 
semble anltre chose Ton se resoult de ne faire ex^ques pour le Roy d* Angle- 
terre, tant pour non irriter sa Sainctit6 que pour non se pouvoir faire avee 
bonne conscience : et que reulx qui s'en mesleroyent seroient irreguliers 
^tant nominativement excommuni^s, et k Pinstance mesme, comme il me 
semble, de sa Majesty." — Arras to Granvelle, Feb. 12, 1546-47: GratwtUe 
Papers, Vol. III. p. 245, &c. 

The allusion to the death of Surrey as affecting the resolution of the Im- 
perial government confirms and explains a remarkable passage in " The 
Pilgrim," a tract written in the spring of this year 1547 by an Englishman 
named William Thomas. 

" A poor soldier," says that writer, " that came even now from the Em* 
[•eror's camp, told me in Florence, not four days gone, that he bad heard a 
whispering among the soldiers, how that the said Earl of Surrey, at his 
being with the Emperor before Landrecy, was entered into intelligence 
with divers great captains, and had gotten promises of aid towards the 
furniture of his intent. Yea, said he, and farther, he should have been the 
Emperor's man from the selfsame purpose. I will not say, quoth he, that 
rhis is true; but when the private soldiers are grown so commonly to talk 
tf these thmgs, it is to be presumed that there should be something of inif 
portance, for without some fire there was never smoke. 
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A smart reply was despatched, therefore, to the 
Pope's request, that the time was unsuited for the 
move which he proposed, and that the Holy See mast 
be more constant in its alliances, if it looked for help 
m services of danger. The refusal filled the cup of 
the papal displeasure ; the panic revived at Trent with 
augmented force, as the frightened ecclesiastics saw 
themselves with open enemies and ambiguous friendl 
in so dangerous a position ; and at last, in an ecstasy 
of terror, they rose with scream and cry The prelates 
into the air, like Homer's birds from the fromi^nt, 
banks of the Cayster, and alighted only tosoiogna. 
within the safe precincts of Bologna. The Emperor 
was furious ; the oecumenical council of Christendom 
was thus converted into a private Pope's council, 
to which it was idle to hope that the Germans would 
submit. He sent imperative orders to the Spanish 
bishops to remain at their posts; but over the rest 
his anger was powerless ; they were gone, and refused 
to return. 

So long as this state of affairs continued, England 
had nothing to fear from Charles. It seemed, how- 
ever, not impossible that England might be forced itself 
to take the initiative in a quarrel. The personal dis- 
like of the Elector of Saxe for Henry VIII. had been 
the real ground for the rejection of the alliance when 
it was offered. No sooner was the king gone than 
John Frederick became as eager as he had beeri before 
unwilling. He sent commissioners to Eng- The Elector 

o ^ of Saxe ap> 

land to beg for assistance, and a state paper pUes to Eng 

, ,, , land for afl- 

of Sir William Paget's remains to show that dstance. 

** It is possible enough, said a gentleman present, for I myself, who have 
Oeen in the Emperor's camp, have heard much reasoning of the matter. It 
was donbted whether this young prince was legitimate or no.*' — ** Tht 
FUgiim," M8. HarUian, 355. 
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the acutest of English statesmen hesitated as to the 
course which it would be prudent to pursue. 

The French, Paget said, were sore at the loss of 
Boulogne, which they were bent 6n recovering. The 
Bie English Popc desircd to recover the allegiance of Eng- 
deuberate. land ; and the Emperor, in spite of appear- 
ances, would help him as soon as he could, " partly 
moved by a corrupt conscience, partly by ambition to 
reign alone, besides old grudges and displeasures." The 
first necessity, therefore, was quiet, and the reestab- 
lishment of the finances at home ; the second, effective 
alliances abroad. At home all promised to go well ; 
as a foreign ally, the safest would be either Francis or 
Charles ; Francis, if he would wait the eight years for 
Boulogne ; Charles, if he would detach himself con- 
clusively from the Holy See. 

" But we see either of them," he continued, *' so 
Neither the ^^^ctcd in his owu Opinion, and by daily ex- 
SeYmiSSa perieiice we know so Httle faith to be given 
coSd^^ de- ^^ either of their promises when the breach 
pended on, ^f ^^ samc may serve to their purpose, as to 
have cause to be at point to despair to find friendship 
in either of them longer than they may not choose." 

There remained the present overture from the Elec- 
tor, which it might be equally dangerous to accept or 
to reftise. To accept would in all likelihood unite the 
Catholic powers in a league against England, and war 
would follow with all its risk and cost. To reftise was 
And to re- either to leave the Protestants to be crushed, 
Bi*3tor, or or to alienate them probably for ever, — to 
appeared' throw them into the arms of France ; while 
dangerous. France, thus strengthened, might drive the 
English from Calais as well as from Boulogne. 

On the side of France he concluded that the danger 



money and j 
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was most immediate. The problem, therefore, was to 
keep on terms, if possible, both with the Emperor and 
with the Protestants, — if possible, to reconcile them ; 
at any rate, to give a gentle answer to the Electoral 
invitation.^ 

The position was a difficult one. The priyy counciI| 
not to send back John Frederick's emis- Theygiye 
saries with words only, gave with them a iur words 
present of 60,000 crowns ; but they added a stipulation 
that the liberality should be kept a secret.^ More 
directly important and more menacing were, as Paget 
said, the relations of the country with France. 

Francis himself had had enough of wars. The ex» 
equies of Henry VIII., which had been neglected at 
Brussels, were celebrated in Notre Dame, in defiance 
of the papal authorities ; and so long as Francis lived, 
peace was in no seeming danger. But on the Franctoi. 
22d of March Francis followed Henry to the ^^' 
grave. The Dauphin had been the leader of the party 
most opposed to England, and the consequences of the 
change were immediately felt. The frontier line of the 
tract of land surrendered with Boulogne had been left 
undetermined at the peace. Commissioners on both 
sides had been employed upon the survey, And a breach 
and had almost agreed upon a settlement, Si^ma"** 
when the new king made difficulties, refused *°^*°«°*- 
t J ratify their arrangement, and while he professed to 
have no sinister intentions, persisted in keeping open an 
uncertainty which at any time might be the occasion 
of a quarrel. The Protector replied by a direct viola- 
tion of the treaty. In the eight years during The Proteo. 

*' , torfortifles 

which Boulogne was to be in the hands of the Bouiognt. 

1 ** Judgment of -Sir W. Paget," printed by Strype: Memorials^ Vol. IIli 
t fieoordB of the Privy Ck>ttncU, Edward YI. M8, 
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English, they were to build no fresh fortifications there. 
An expensive and elaborate embankment was ran out 
towards the sea ; avowedly for the protection of the 
harbour, but in fact to carry cannon and command the 
approaches.^ 

A yet more critical occasion of quarrel was the con* 
dition of Scotland. The treaty of 1543, by which the 
April. Scotch Assembly had promised their young 

Srfyto*^^ queen to Edward, was still legally uncan- 
SS?to*tbS*" celled. The influence of France had inter- 
B^^Tdttt rupted the fulfilment of it, and Cardinal 
Mary Stuart, Bctou and the Church party had dragged the 

^ Lord 6rey» Sir T. and Sir H. Palmer were standing one day, in the 
middle of April, watching the workmen, when two French officers ap- 
proached, and fell into conversation with them. ** Your fort advances 
apace," said they. **No fort,'* said we [Lord Grey is reporting], "but a 
jetty to amend the haven, to save both your ships and ours." ** Yea," 
said they, " but you intend to place ordnance upon it." " To what end? *• 
quoth we ; ** whereunto should we shoot? " " Well," said they, " seeing 
it is no fort, you may do what you will ; but if it was a fortress, we neither 
might nor would in any case endure it. But what news," said they, " we 
pray you have you of the Protestants ? " " None other," quoth we, " but 
that we hear U>«y have great hopes in your aid, and that they begin to 
gather men." ** Will j'ou go walk with us," said they, " and we will tell 
you more. Tb« Protestants say they shall have, ere it be long, fifty thou- 
sand men in the field." " God send them well to do," said we. *' And we 
also," said they, " desire no less, for there is no faith in that Emperor. 
The king that now is [Henry XL] saw enough by his father's time; and to 
be plain with you," said they, " intendeth to be revenged on him. Marry, 
not this year perad venture : but being once sure of you, yea, that you will 
but sit still, the next year at the farthest he will make him war. The Em- 
peror," they said, "did seek to marry the daughter of England, to the 
intent he might have the better entry into our realm, and that now :t 
Appeareth well that the King of England, being of young years, had no 
such friend as the king his master; for the Emperor's drift is none other," 
saith he, " but seeing your prince young, the realm governed by diven 
heads, and tickle to stir upon small occasions, to take advantage of the 
time, with the credit of the daughter of the realm, and to be revenged for 
your opinions, whereof it behoveth you to have special regard, and wish 
good success to the Protestants; for if the Emperor have the overhand of 
them, he will think himself able to ask every man how he believeth 
wherein it toucheth you to take heed more than we." — Grey to the Coim« 
cil, fi^^m Boulogne, April 18: CoIom M8S. 8UUe Paper Office^ Edward VI 
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conntry into war instead of marriage ; but at the close 
of the struggle, Henry VIII. had insisted successfully 
that the Scotch should reaccept their engagements ; 
and there was still a party in Scotland sufficiently wise 
and far-sighted to prefer the alliance of England to 
that of France. It was not to be doubted, however, 
that the compliance of the French government had 
been extorted rather than given, and unless the Courts 
of London and Paris could arrive at some amicable un- 
derstanding, by intrigue or force there would soon be 
fresh interference. But, on the other hand, " the 
Italian question " was as far from settlement as ever. 
The death of the Duke of Orleans had broken up the 
arrangement by which it was to have been set at rest, 
and that quarrel would sooner or later break into flame 
again. The wisdom after the event which determines 
what ought to haeve been done in this or that embar- 
rassment, is usually good for little ; but it seems cer- 
tainly that England having Boulogne and wwch. per 
the BouUonnaise in its hands, and being still Protector 
the creditor of the French government for a neutraii»d. 
heavy sum of money, political skill might have turned 
such advantages to some account, and by the immediate 
surrender of territory, which must, at all events, have 
«oon been parted with, might have induced Henry to 
leave Scotland to itself. It is possible that the country 
would not have listened to prudence in a point which 
touched its pride ; it is possible that, if such an over- 
ture had been made, it would not have been accepted. 
It can only be said with safety, that when Somerset 
took possession of the Protectorate, the state of things 
was generally dangerous ; that, if he left his relations 
with the European powers to accident, and trusted 
merely to force to accomplish the Scottish mamage. 
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he \i jvld find himself before long at war certainly with 
France, and possibly with France, Scotland, and the 
Empire united ; and it may be affirmed with equal cer- 
tainty that with these outstanding difficulties, the oppor- 
tunity was not the best for a religious revolution at 
home. 

In Scotland itself the position of things was as 
follows : — 

The Castle of St. Andrews continued to be held 
AuguBt. fcy the party who had put to death Cardinal 
2£«'2^i Beton. The parliament at Edinburgh, divided 
tiniM tohoid among themselves, and paralysed by the loss 
St. Andrews, ^f ^^le onc man of preeminent ability that 
they possessed, could neither resolutely condemn his 
murder nor resolutely approve it. The deed was done 
in May, 1546. It was not till the last of July that 
the perpetrators were called on formally to surrender 
the castle. When they refused, 800Z. a month was 
voted to enable the Regent to besiege it, and Leslie, 
Kircaldy, and the other conspirators were attainted. 
But the question, after all, was considered to touch 
the clergy more than the nation. For the first two 
months the money was to be found by the ** kirk- 
men." 1 

In August the Earl of Arran appeared under the 
walls, and attempted feebly to take possession. But 
the sea was open ; a covered way was constructed 
from the castle to the water's edge, by which the Erig- 
The castle is Ksh cruiscrs thrcw in supplies ; and the des- 
«ffec^uaiiy ultory and heartless efforts of the Regent 
iwit.* were without result. In January the siege 

was raised, and an agreement was made that Norman 
Leslie and his companions should keep the fortresa 

1 Acts of (he 8ootek ParUement^lbHS. 
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tOI absolution for the murder could be obtained firom 
Rome ; that they should suffer no penalty in life or 
lands ; and that Arran's eldest son, who w|U3 a pris- 
oner in the castle, should remain a hostage till the 
composition was concluded. 

So palpable an evidence of weakness in the anti- 
English faction showed how great was the discour- 
agement into which the loss of Beton had thrown 
them; and the honour of the English government 
required the maintenance at all costs of the men vho 
had made so bold a venture in their interests. The 
common sense of the Scottish laity, the appetite of the 
lords for the Church lands, and the growing spirit of 
the Reformers, had only, it seemed, to be left to 
themselves, and the counter influence of France and 
the papacy would die a natural death. Bal- January. 

• r xU O^ A J _x • Henry Bal- 

navis, one oi the ot. Andrews party, was m navtecomei 
London on a commission from Leslie at the to Mk for 
time of the king's decease. Henry had di- which th«' 
rected that the leaders should be pensioned, grants. 
and that a sum be set apart to maintain a garrison in 
the castle. The privy council accepted the obligation 
and discharged it.^ It would have been well, both for 

^ ^ The late king having resolyed, for varioiu considerations, not only te 
give certain pensions to divers noblemen and others which keep and dt- 
fend the Castle of St. Andrews for his Majesty's service, and for the ad* 
▼anoement of the marriage, but also at his own cost and charge to entertain 
a hundred and twenty men for the more sure defence of the said castle 
against the King's Bfajesty's enemies in Scotland;'* in consequence the 
privy council resolved " that 1189iL I7<. 3d. should be paid to Sir Henry 
Balnavis for the affairs of Scotland, that is to say, ibr the wages of eighty 
men within the Castle of St. Andrews at Sd. by Urn day for six months, 
the sum of 886/. sterling. For the wages of forty horse at 8«Z. the day, ap* 
pointed to keep abroad for the more surety of the said castle, for six months, 
2842. For the amity of the Master of Eotbes, for one half year ending at 
Michaelmas last past, 125^ For the like to the Laird of Grange, 100£ 
For the like to David Moneypenny, 50JL For the like to Mr. Henry Bain* 
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England and for Scotland also, if in this direction they 
had continued their watchftdness, and left the natural 
tendencies of interest, right, and good sense to do 
their work. 

But time was too slow an agent for the eager ambi- 
tion of Somerset, and the fat^ of a single castle and a 
handful of men insignificant in the schemes which he 
wa3 contemplating. Henry VIII. in the height of his 
power had refused to call in question the feudal inde- 
pendence of Scotland. He had rights, he had said, 
which he might havf advanced, had he desired ; but 
those rights he was contented to waive. The Duke 
of Somerset resolved to distinguish his Protectorate 
by reviving the pretensions and renewing the policy 
of Edward I., by putting forward the formal claim of 
England to the dominions of the entire island. To 
Balnavis he does not seem to have hinted his inten- 
February. tious. Indentures were drawn between the 
tor wiu as- party in the castle and the English govern- 

aert a feudal ^ . i • i x t i i • ?• i 

supremacy mcut, m which Lesiic and his mends prom- 
Scotland, iscd to support the Protector in the enforce- 
ment of the execution of the marriage treaty ; ^ but in 
none of these was the firee sovereignty of Scotland 
called in question ; it was rather admitted and con- 
fessed on the grounds which the Scots alleged for their 
conduct. " If the present chance was lost," they said, 
"for the determination of a perpetual peace, with 
amity and love between the kingdoms, the semblable 
was never likely to ensue hereafter, to the displeasure 
of Almighty God, and to the eternal condemnation of 

rto, of Halhill, 622. 10s. For the Uke to John Leslie, of Parkhill, 622. lOt. 
James Leslie, of Abdoar, 50^ W. Kircaldy, son to the Laird of Grrange, 
dO/., which sums make, on the whole, IO6OI; and on the exchange XML 
I7i. 8d." — Privy CouncU Beeordi, Feb. 6, MS, Edward VL 
& Rymer, VoL YI. part 8, pp. 150-165.. 
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the workers of the same in hatred, rancour, malioe« 
and vengeance, the one against the other." 

But, although the Scots were comprehended in the 
treaty with France, the Protector permitted the Bor- 
ders to be wasted, and fire and sword carried to their 
homesteads, as if they were rebels ; and he communi- 
cated his more ambitious views to the French min- 
isters, requiring them formally to abstain fi*om inter- 
ference. The reply was prompt and stem, whichtu 
They answered, that " they had no concern JJJSLent 
with pretensions revived afte?S^yo centuries SSJT^'**** 
of abeyance." " Their king, bemg such a °^* p**™*** 
great prince, might not suflPer the old friends of France 
to be oppressed and alienated from him ; " nor would 
he " sufier it to be written in books and chroniques 
that the Scots, whp had ever been faithful friends to 
France, and whom his ancestors had ever defended, 
should in his reign be lost, and of friends made ene- 
mies. ^ 

As if this matter did not threaten sufficient compli- 
cations, the Protector found leisure simultane- The Proteo- 

tor at the 

ously to proceed with religious reforms. The ?Jj5}®5™* 
ultra Protestants, whom Henry had held wugion. 
sternly in hand, at once upon his death began to take 
the bit between their teeth. On the 10th of February 
the wardens and curates of St. Martin's in ^^^^ wwdent 
London, " of their own authority, pulled down " stjwta? 
tlie images of the saints in the church." ^'^"■* 
The paintings on the walls were whitewashed, ®*''"'^ 
and the royal arms, garnished with textck, were set in 
the place of the crucifix on the roodlofl. Being called 
before the council to answer for themselves, the parish 
officers protested that they had acted with the purest 

1 W^tton to the Council: MM France Edward VL SUte Paoer Offiotk 
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horror of idolatry ; but the council, as yet unpurged of 
its Catholic elements, would not accept the excuse; 
the over-zealous curates were committed to the Tower, 
and the churchwardens were bound in recognizances 
to " erect a new crucifix, within two days, in its usual 
place." ^ But as soon as the Protector, and those who 
went along with him, had shaken off inconvenient re- 
straints, the rising spirit was encouraged to show itself. 
The sermons at Paul's Cross breathed of revolution. 
Barlow, Bishop of St. David's, whose indiscretion had 
BMtowand already assisted to ruin Cromwell, preachecf 
preajshat on the most inflammable points of contro- 
croBs. versy.^ Ridley, Principal of Pembroke Hall 

at Cambridge, then first emerging into prominence, 
denounced the use of holy water and the presence 
of images in churches, loudly and violently. When 
Lent opened, a Doctor Glazier affirmed that fasting had 
no divine sanction, that it was " a politic ordinance of 
men," and might therefore be broken by men at their 
pleasure : ^ and in a manuscript contemporary diary by 
some unknown writer, I find the significant entry, that 
The Arch- " this vcar the Archbishop of Canterbury did 

bishop of "^ 1 . r • 1 TT 11 A 

canterbuiy eat meat openly m Lent, m the Hall of 
hmt. Lambeth, the like of which was never seen 

since England was a Christian country." * 

1 Privy Cwmdl Record*, Feb. 10, 1547, Edward VI. MS, 

> I have not found a copy of the sermon, but the character of it may se 
gathered from a protest addressed by the Bishop of Winchester to the 
Protector: "You need fear nothing,'* wrote Gardiner, "if quiet may be 
maintained at home, and at home, if the beginning may be resisted, the 
intended folly may easily be interrupted. But if my brother of St. David's 
may, like a champion with a sword in his hand, make entry for the rest, 
the door of license is opened." — Gardiner to the Protector, Feb. 28: Foice, 
Vo.. VI. 

» Stow. 

4 To four fifths of the English world as agitating as if among onrselvei 
the Opera House was to be opened on a Sunday and the Bishop of I^ondoB 
to appear in a private box. 
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The Bishop of Winchester who, when in a minoritj, 
understood the merits of moderation, ventured, GwdiiMv 
though excluded from the council, to advise adrio*, 
some caution. He entreated Somerset to forget his 
elevation for a moment, and listen to him as a friend. 
He implored him not " to trouble the realm with novel- 
ties " in religion, so long as the king was a chUd. The 
political position of things was embarrassing enough to 
task all his energies; and the country was full of 
speculations, not merely on points of difference between 
Catholics and Protestants, but on the divinity of Christ 
himself. The late king had introduced reforms, but 
cautious and moderate reforms, which had AndhoWa 
civen quiet and satisfaction : and for himself ezunpie or 

, the late 

he " would rather be wrong with Plato than king, 
right with others." It was said that Henry VIII. 
** had but one eye," and ** saw not God's truth per- 
fectly : " " he had rather go to heaven with one eye 
after him, than travel for another eye with danger to 
lose both." 

The remonstrance was not recommended by the 
maker of it, but it was none the less wise in itself. To 
Ridley also Gardiner wrote in a similar strain. He 
might say what he pleased of the Papacy of Rome and 
Roman pardons, but the objects against which he was 
now declaiming were in use in the earliest ages of the 
Church; and he would be using his talents Hererim- 
better if he had shown how things like holy emtion. 
water and images might continue to be used without 
offence, than by raiUng at them with " light rash 
eloquence," which, after all, was easy.^ 

^ He touched Ridley's dread of the supposed idolatry of images with 

•ome humour. After all, he said, there was not much real superstition 

oonnected with then. Men knelt before the silver crucifix, but th« 

' duuchwarden who tock it home from Glnaxh was not afraid, like a reasMfr 



y 
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But it was a time, as such times will come, and 
perhaps ought to come, when passion had more weight 
with men than understanding. The spirit of iconoclasm 
spread fast. The inhabitants of Portsmouth cleared 
their churches. The chapter of Canterbury, in need 
of money to repair the cathedral, sent a crucifix and a 
pix to the Mint. The crucifix was melted into coin, 
the pix was arrested by order of council for a time only, 
before it followed the same route. Portsmouth was in 
the diocese of Winchester, and the bishop thought at 
first of sending preachers there to check the people ; 
but he would not, he said, make preaching an occasion 
of further folly. He appealed again to the Protector ; 
But hiBfcd- and the Princess Mary, who, as heir-presump- 
attendedto. tivc, was entitled to speak authoritatively, 
united with him to entreat, on grounds as well of 
legality as of prudence, that the settlement left; by 
Henry should be for the present undisturbed. " I see 
my late sovereign slandered," said Gardiner, " rehgion 
assaulted, the realm troubled, and peaceable men dis- 
quieted. I dare not desire your Grace to look ear- 
nestly to it, lest I should seem to note in you that 
which becometh me not." 

Somerset, however, had chosen his course, and an 
inability to comprehend objections which he did not 
himself perceive, was part of his nature. He made a 
point against Gardiner with replying that it was not 
worse to destroy an image than to burn a Bible ; every 
day people were doing the latter, pretending to dislike 
the translation, and he had made no objection ; " but 
let a worthless, worm-eaten image be so disposed, and 
men exclaimed as if a saint were cast into the fire." ^ 

Able man, to drink a pot of ale while the precious thing was ander kit 
gown. — Gardiner to Ridley: Foxe, VoL VI 
1 Protector to Qardiner: Ibid. 



liir.] The Furificatian of ihe Churchei. 47 

Bfary's complaints, the Protector supposed, had origi* 
nated with some naughty, malicious persons, who had 
suggested them to her ; and as to the late king's in- 
tentions, he was fulfilling them better in carrying out 
the Reformation, than she was fulfilling them by resist- 
ing it. 

At last he gave the popular movement the formal 
sanction of the government. Injunctions Agenwai 
were issued for the general purification of the ^SSfortiw 
churches. From wall and window every J" ^e****°* 
picture, every image commemorative of saint, <*«"*••• 
or prophet, or apostle, was to be extirpated and put 
away, " so that there should remain no memory of the 
same." ^ Painted glass survives to show that the order 
was imperfectly obeyed; but, in general, spoliation 
became the law of the land, — the statues crashed from 
their niches, rood and roodlofl were laid low, images aw 
and the sunlight stared in white and stainless StodSS?' 
upon the whitened aisles ; " the churches 5Si*whu* 
were new whitelimed, with the Command- ^~***** 
ments written on the walls," where the quaint frescoes 
had told the story of the gospel to the eyes of genera- 
tion after generation.* The superstition which had 
paid an undue reverence to* the symbols of holy things, 
was avenged by the superstition of as blind a hatred.' 

The passiveness with which the people appeared to 

^ Inj auction on images: printed in Jenkyus's Cranmerj Vol. III. 

* Grey Friars* Chromde. 

* The hrey Friars* chronicler mentions, with evident satisfkction, thai 
when the rood at St. Paul*s, *' with Mary and John,** was taken down, 
'* two of the men that laboured at it were slain, and divers hurt.** Stow 
also tells a stoiy in connexion with these scenes which must not be for- 
gotten : - - 

** Two priests were arraigned and condemned in the Guildhall for keeping 
•f certain relics, amongst the which was a left arm and shoulder of a monk 
•f the Charterhouse, on the which arm was written, it was the ann of such 
a monk which suffered martyrdom under King Henry VIIL** 
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submit encouraged the goTB^mment to go further. On 
A geoeni the 4th of Mav a royal visitation, after the 

▼Isitationis i >i n i 

Instituted, pattern set by Uromwell, was announced as 
to take effect throughout England. The country was 
ABook of divided into six circuits ; a Book of SbmiUes 
tes^'^^th ^s a guide to doctrine, a body of instructions 
^uncttons £qj. ^.j^^ ordiuarfes, and of injunctions for the 
•lergy. clergy, were drawn up simultaneously under 
the direction of Cranmer, and the bishops were sus- 
pended from their functions until their duties should 
recommence under a new system. 

The crown visitors were to inquire how far the bish- 
The b«- ^ps ^^ obeyed the orders of the late king ; 
thJiou'n^ whether the English Litany had been in due 
^Snd ^ ^^ 9 whether the Pope's authority had been 
*"***• preached against ; whether the old scandals 

of the bishops' courts continued, " the commuting of 
penance for money," and " the excommunication for 
lucre ; " whether " excessive sums were taken " for 
*' religious services," for the " concealment of vice," or 
*' for induction into benefices ; " whether the long- 
standing grievance was yet abandoned of summoning 
persons ex officio suspected of heresy, and putting them 
to the shame of purgation. All this was well. Inveter- 
ate evils could be extirpated only with watchfulness 
and habitual investigation. Further, there might be 
instances remaining of immorality among the clergy 
requiring to be looked into. Fresh care was to be taken 
that copies of the Bible were accessible in the parish 
churches, and translations of Erasmus's Paraphrase of 
the New Testament were provided as a commentary. 
There was no objection either, to touching, if the hand 
was delicate, the local practices — half-superstitious, 
half imaginative — in use among the people. Customs 
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wliicli arise out of feeling become mischieyoos wliM 
made a law to the understanding, and there Ancient eu- 
was reason in the general warning which the |^°55JSi?* 
visitors were to enforce, " that, while laudable **°"^- 
ceremonies might decently be observed, they might be 
abused to the peril of the soul," — as, for instance, (and 
the list throws an interesting light on ancient English 
usages,} " in casting holy water upon the beds, upon 
images, and other dead things ; or bearing about holy 
bread, or St. John's Gospel, or keeping of private holy- 
days, as bakers, brewers, smiths, shoemakers, and such 
others do, or ringing of holy bells, or blessing with the 
holy candle, to the intent to be discharged of the 
harden of sin, or to drive away devils, or put away 
dreams and fantasies." ^ 

The i^nrit of the innovations, however, was destruo- 
live merely, and customs which were interwoven in the 
detaUs of common life could not rudely be torn away 
with impunity. To most men hsAAt is the moral cos- 
tume which saves them from barbarism ; and although 
there are costumes which may be worse than naked- 
ness, it is one thing to do what is right — it is another 
to do it rightly and at the right opportunity. 

The Book of Homilies was a further element of disp 
cord. It was a perilous risk to throw abroad The Book » 
upon the world, as authoritative, a body of becomes an 
doctrine sanctioned neither by Convocation discord. 
nor by Pariiament. The Protector would have done 
better if he had waited till the political horizon was 
less clouded before he threw fresh fuel on the doctrinal 
controiFersies ; and two calamities in the first half-year 



1 The yftrious instractions for the yisitation of 1547 are printed in Bnr- 
B6C*i OoBectaneaf Fnller^s Church Bistonfy Strype^s Memorialt of the Be for- 
maUom, and Jenkyns's Cranmer, 

voi*. V. 4 
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of his government, one of which it was his immediate 
duty to have attempted to avert, had not improved the 
prospects of the wellwishers of the Reformation. 

On the evening of the 2l8t of April Charles V., 
TheBmper- with his Spanish infantry, was on the hanks 
battle of of the Elbe at Muhlberg. The Elector, who 
and takes' had driven Maurice out of Saxony in March, 
luk priaoner. was across the river falHng leisurely back 
upon Wittenberg, while the rafts and barges which had 
formed the floating bridge were drifting in flames down 
the stream, and the water was between himself and the 
enemy. John Frederick pitched his camp at a few 
miles distance, with no thought of danger. In the 
darkness the Castilians swam after the blazing boats, 
quenched the fire, and secured them, and before dawn 
there was again a bridge payable for artillery. The 
Emperor, on his bay horse, glittering in gilded armour, 
rode breast-high through the river, and caught the 
Protestants in their sleep. By the evening they were 
a rout of scattered ftigitives, and the Elector was a 
prisoner. 

If Somerset thought the English but lightly con< 
cemed in the catastrophe, there were those whom he 
ought to have feared who thought of it far differently. 
The fathers at Bologna offered up their thanksgivings. 
5^ pop^ The Pope forgave the carnal policy which he 
SehiSlrfoL had condemned in his joy at its success, and 
of England sending a legate with his congratulations, sug- 
gested again that now was the time for the " expedition 
into Britain." ^ 

No effort, however, which the English government 
could have made would have averted the defeat of the 
Lutherans. The other misfortune was as easy to hare 

1 Pallaviciiia. 
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been prevented as its consequences were minous. On 
the 21st of June, while the Protector was re- june. 
fi>nning the Church, and the English fleets ^rerai^nt 
were loitering in harbour, twenty-one French tStSJSr 
galleys, escorting transports loaded with ^^*' 
French troops and French artillery, sailed up the 
Channel, and appeared under the walls of St. Andrews. 
By the last agreement with the Regent the garrison 
were to remain in possession until absolution could be 
obtained for them from Rome. It was brought in 
language enigmatic as the answers from the Delphic 
tripod ; RemiUimu9 irremissibile — we pardon the act 
which admits of no pardon. With this they were re- 
quired to be contented, and when they refrised, the 
siege was commenced. 

Among the fugitive Protestants who had taken ref- 
uge there were two preachers, — Rough, who was 
afterwards burnt by Bonner, and John Knox, who in 
that wild scene and wild company commenced his 
ministry. The garrison looked for help from England. 
Knox, with a shrewd insight which never failed him, 
told them that they should not see it They talked of 
their walls. Their walls, he said, would be " as egg- 
shells " against French cannon. The galleys fired on 
the castle from the sea: the batteries fired from the 
trenches and from the tower of the abbey. Heat and 
confinement brought the plague ; and on the last of 
July, after six weeks' resistance, the defend- j^y^ 
ers surrendered, under promise only of life to gJ^^^SSSSw 
the French commander. They were carried ^ ***•'*• 
prisoners on board the galleys, while the castle itself, 
as the scene of a legate's murder was rased to the 
ground. 

Without an effort to save them, the Scots, who had 
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delivered England from the most dangerous and most 
successful of her enemies, were permitted to be over 
come, not by a sudden attack, but by a long siege delib- 
erately commenced and deliberately maintained; not 
at a place far inland and difficult of access, but on the 
sea, where the English affected a superiority, and at 
least could have forced a battle. - . 

The attack, if not provoked, had been hastened by 
TheProteo- the imudicious pretensions which Somerset 
tooting to had advanced ; and by his ne^rlect he taught 

send help ' •/ o ^o 

•uenateB &• the Scottish Protcstauts that they could have 
aftants. no reliance upon him. The great families 
who had been gained over to the English interest, con- 
tinued a pretended good feeling, but were ahenated at 
heart ; and no one any more would risk the odimn of 
espousing so thankless a cause. 

The hope of accomphshing the marriage otherwise 
than by force had now to be deliberately abandoned. 
At this conclusion the Protector had already arrived^ 
and it was on this account that he had abandoned St. 
Andrews to its fate. Careless of small things, and 
He det«r- wcary of the tedious labour of gaining over 
^wSTsiofr"" Scotland by supporting an English faction, he 
!S?vow^*hifl ^^^ resolved upon a gigantic invasion, which 
gdmsonfcbe q^^q j^^^j forcvor should terminate the dif- 



ficulty. In deference to the French menaces, 
he disavowed, indeed, his claims to the Scottish crown ; 
and as the Scots were comprehended in the treaty of 
pea^, an excuse was necessary for attacking them. 
But a pretext was found easily in the perpetual skir- 
mishes which distracted the Borders, — the EngUsh 
laying the fault upon the Scots, the Scots complaining 
that, without provocation, their homesteads were burnt 
•ver their heads. 
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War with France might or might not follow. The 
Protector was confident and indi£Perent. The Bishop 
of Winchester cautioned him in private,^ The council, 
it is likely, disclaimed a share of the responsibility ; ' 
but he had chosen his course, and would follow it. 
The first intention was to follow the prece- Auguat. 
dent of 1544, and send an army by sea to to°ad™i» 
Leith. But a comparative estimate of ex- fJSJuo 
penses showed but a small balance in favour *<*^*>»^*« 
of water transport, while the havoc which would be 
inflicted by the march of a large force would more 
than compensate for the loss. It was determined to 
advance firom the Border to Edinburgh along the coast, 
a fleet with the baggage and the commissariat reserve 
accompanying the march. There was no thought of 
permanent occupation. The Protector's aim was to 
strike a blow with all his might, which should bring 
the country stunned upon its knees ; he was going to 
enter Scotland at the head of 18,000 men, AndwMte 
go as far as he could, and inflict as much ^•«>'^*^- 
injury as he could in three weeks or a month, and then 

1 '* If I was sworn to say what I think of the world, I would for a time 
let Scots be Scots, with despair to have them unless it were by conquest, 
which shall be a goodly enterprise for our young master when he cometh 
of age, and in the meantime prepare him money for it, and set the realm 
fai an order that it hath need of." — Gardiner to the Protector: Foxe, YoL 
VI. p. 26. 

3 As much as this seems to be implied in a subsequent letter of Paget's, 
Temonstrating with the Protector for refusing generally to listen to advice t 
' Alas, sir, take pity of the king, and of the conservation and state of the 
lealm. Put no more so many irons in the fire at once as you have had 
within this twelvemonth — war with Scotland, with France, though it be 
not so termed, commissions out for that matter, new laws for this, proclama- 
tions for another. When the whole council shall join in a matter, and 
y6ur jrrace travel to outreason them in it, and wrest them by reason of 
Four authority to bow to it, or first show your own opinion in a matter, and 
ihen ask theirs; alas, sir, how shall this gear do well? ** —Paget to Um 
Protector: MS, Domeatio, Edward YI, Vol YIU. State Paper Offioe. 
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return. The necessary stores were reflected in August 
at Berwick.^ The daily consumption of food calcu- 
lated for every soldier being two pounds of meat, a 
pound of bread or biscuit, and a pint of wine imperial 
measure. If the fighting of the troops depended on 
their stomachs, good precaution had been taken to 
secure a victory. The command in chief was held by 
Somerset in person, supported by Warwick and Grey. 
The fleet was assigned to Lord Clinton. 

The eflect of these preparations in Scotland was, as • 
might have been foreseen, to unite all ranks and all 

^ The efttimate of the different things provided for the army is curioasly 
illustrative of the nature of an English campaign in the sixteenth century. 

** An estimate for victuals for twenty-eight days, as well for bread and 
drink as provender for horses and beasts. 

'*1. For 8 days* biscuit, 18,000 lbs. a day, is in 8 days 144,000 ponnils 
weight, which will take in wheat meal 400 quarters. 

** 2. Also in wine 110 tonne, after 200 gallons in a tonne. 

'*3. Also provender for horses and beasts, 1420 quarters; all the which 
18 ready at Berwick saving wine and baking of the biscuit, which wine 
must be sent to Berwick, and bakers for the biscuit. 

** There must be sent unto the Frith, for 20 days more, after the like rate 
and proportion : 

*' 1. Biscuit, 36,000 lbs., and 220 tonne of sweet wine; and in provender 
8510 quarters; and as for flesh, it shall be taken out of the carriage. 

** 2. And the carriage that must be provided by the kii^*s Majesty for 
victual, provender, and ordnance is 262 carts, which may well be purveyed 
in York, where the great oxen be, and best wains. 

*^ All which biscuit will take 28 days, with the largess of wheat, 1510 
quarters, which, after the rate of 13 shillings and 4 pence the quarter, 
amounteth to 1000/.; and for sweet wine, which will take 560 butts, after 
six score gallons in a butt, and after 5^ the butt, amounteth to 2800/. ; and 
for carriage of the same, 262 carts, which will cost, after 2 shillings a cart 
a day, by the space of 50 days coming and going, 1510/. 

" Whereof must be received for 18,000 men, after 2d, the man the day 
(br bread and drink, 4200/. After 2^. the man the day, 4914/.; after dd, 
the man the day, 5944/. ; so that after 2d. the man the day, the victual will 
be more than the receit 910/.; after 21d!., 196/. more than the receit; after 
id. there shall be more received than the victuals draweth unto, towards 
the charge of bnngmg the victuals by sea, 834/. 

** Also for two pounds of flesh 11^: and so every soldier shall have fat 
his 4 Id one pound of biscuit, a pottell of drink, and two pounds of flesh.*" 
M& nomettic, Edward YI. Vol. III. State Paper Office. 
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opinions in the national cause. Betcm was gone, and 
the Regent was feeble, but Scotland rose of herself 
unsolicited. Although the affectation of a correspond- 
ence might still be maintained, the English party had, 
in &ct, perished in the abandonment of St. Andrews. 
The Douglases and the Reformers were as soouand 
forward to take the field as the Hamiltons defence, au 
and the priests. The fiery cross sped north Kg- *The 
and south, east and west. The Scots of the goes out. 
Isles brought up four thousand Irish archers. Priest 
and prelate and preacher buckled on his armour ; and 
the baron from his Lowland castle, the Highland chief 
&om his home among the crags of the Grampians, the 
trader from his desk, the night rider of tlie Border 
from his tower and peel, hurried to the gathering of 
the nation. Feuds of clans and enmities of creeds 
were no longer felt in the overpowering peril of Scot- 
tish freedom ; there was one people with one cause j 
and the crowds who had listened to Wishart, and tho 
kinsmen of those who were carried off prisoners for 
revenging his murder, were content to fight behind a 
banner on which a lady representing the Catholic 
Church was kneeling to Christ, and praying Him to 
save her from heresy. 

In the last week in August, Somerset reached Ber- 
wick. He had sent before him a letter to the Scottish 
lords, repeating the language which he had learnt from 
his master, insisting on their promises, and urging the 
common interests of both nations in the marriage.^ 
On Friday, the 2d September, he put out a geptemoer. 
proclamation, though too late to undo his }^^^ 
former errors, in which he said that he was ^J^^^JT 
not come to rob Scotland of her indepen- 

i Hayward*B Life of Edward VL 
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dence, but to compel her, in spite of herself, to accom* 
pKsh the engagements of her Parliament.* 

Waiting till Sunday, for Sunday was his fayoorite 
And crosses ^^7^ — ^^ ^ Suuday he announced to Edward 
^nS?^*'' that he was king, on a Sunday he accepted 
Sept. 4. fpQjjj tjjg council his dukedom and his lands, 
on a Sunday the seals were taken away from his rival 
Wriothesley, on a Sunday the commission was dated 
which made him Protector by the grace of the king, — 
waiting, therefore^ till Sunday, and invoking on his 
enterprise the blessing of the Almighty, he crossed the 
Tweed with fifteen cannon, fourteen thousand foot, 
and four thousand horse.^ Sunday, Monday, and 

1 Holinshed. 

s Somerset's being one of the disputed characters in history, everTthing 
is welcome which throws light upon his inner nature. In the prayers of 
men it is hard to tell how much is real — they often cannot tell them- 
selves; nevertheless, one reads with interest, 

THE PRAYER OP THE PROTECTOR BEFORE THE SCOTTISH WAR. 

" Most merciful God, the granter of all peace and quietness, the giver <^ 
all good gifts, the defender of all nations, who hast willed all men to be 
accounted as our neighbours, and commanded us to love them as ourself, 
and not to hate our enemies, but rather to wish them, yea, and also to do 
them good if we can, bow down thy holy and merciful eyes upon us, and 
!ook upon the small portion of the earth which professeth thy holy name 
and thy son Jesus Christ. Give to us all desire of peace, unity, and quiet- 
ness, and a speedy wearisomeness of all war, hostility, and enmity to all 
them that be our enemies, that we and they may in one heart and chari- 
table agreement, praise thy Holy Name, and reform our lives to thy godly 
commandment And especially have an eye to this small Isle of Britain} 
and that which was begun by thy great and infinite mercy and love to 
the unity and concord of both the nations, that the Scottishmen and we 
might hereafter live in one love and amity, knit into one nation by the 
most happy and godly marriage of the King's Majesty our Sovereign Lord 
and the young Scottish Queen, whereunto provision and agreement hath 
been heretofore most firmly made by human order. Grant, oh Lord, that 
the same might go forward, and that our son's sons, and all our posterity 
hereafter may feel the benefit and commodity thereof. Thy great gift of 
unity grant in our days. Confound all those that worketh against it. Let 
Aot their counsel prevail. Diminish their strength. Lay thy sword of 
punishment upon them that interrupteth this godly peace; or rather con* 
rert their hearts to the better way, and make them embrace that unity 
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Tuesday he marched steadily forward, keepmg the 
sea-road with the fleet in sight of him, demolishing 
such small fortresses as lay in his route, but turning 
neither to the right nor to the left. Wednesday he 
passed Dunbar within long cannon range, but without 
waiting to attack it ; and that night he halted at Seton 
Castle. Thursday he again advanced over the ground 
where fourteen years later Mary Stuart, the object of 
his enterprise, practised archery with Bothwell, ten 
days after her husband's murder. The route lay along 
a ridge, with the sea on one side ; on the other a low 
range of marshy meadows ; nothing happening of con- 
sequence on that day, except that an English officer, 
observing a party of the enemy hiding in a cave, 
stopped the opening, threw in fire, and smothered 
them. The march was short. Soon after the Pro- 
tector had passed Prestonpans, famous also in Stuart 
history, he came in sight of the whole Scot- AndHndi 

*' ^ the Scots 

tish army, encamped on the slopes of Mus- encamped 
selbnrgh, the English vessels lying in the i>«gh. 
Forth just out of gunshot of their tents. 

In numbers the Scots almost doubled the English. 
The following morning Clinton sent boats on shore to 
communicate. Fifteen hundred Scotch cav- _ „ . 

TheEngUah 

airy and a few hundred pikemen came out to and scottidi 
cut off the landing party, and provoke a skir- «»"» 

and peace which shall be most for thy glory and the profit of both the 
realms. Put away from us all war and hostility ; and if we be driTen there- 
to, hold thy holy and strong power and defence over us. Be our garrison, 
onr shield and buckler; and seeing we seek but a perpetual amity and con- 
cord, and performance of quietness promised in thy name, pursue the same 
with us and send thy holy angels to be our aid, that either none at all, or 
else so little loss and effusion of Christian blood as can, be made thereby. 
Look not, oh Lord, upon our sins or the sins of our enemies what they 
leserve; but have regard to thy most plenteous and abundant mercy 
which passeth all thy works, being so infinite and marvellous. Do this, oil 
Lord, for thy Son's sake Jesus Christ** — M3. Domestic, Edward VI. YoL 
n. Bute Paper Office. 
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mish. Sir Ralph Bulmer and Lord Grey, Avith some 
companies of Italians in the English service, dashed 
forward to engage them, and after a sharp scuffle of 
ttree hours, the Scots were driven back. In these 
bloody combats neither party cared to encumber them- 
selves with prisoners, except where there was a likeli- 
hood of ransom, and thirteen hundred bodies were left 
dead upon the ground. The duke, when the skirmish 
The Protec- was cudcd, rodc forward to examine the ene- 

tor rides , . i • -i a 

forward to mv s Dositiou. The sca was on their left, on 

iurvey the ,.. 

ground. their right a deep impracticable marsh. Be- 
tween the two armies ran the Esk, low and half dry 
after the summer heat, but with high steep banks, and 
passable for horse or cannon only by a bridge, distant 
something less than a quarter of a mile from the 
mouth. Across the bridge, from camp to camp, there 
ran a road thirty feet wide, enclosed between turf 
hedges, along which Somerset advanced with his es- 
cort. The Scots fired upon him, and killed the horse 
of an aide-de-camp at his side ; but he crossed the 
bridge, rode within two bowshots of the Scottish lines, 
The Bari of and was returning at his leisure, when he was 
challenges Overtaken by a herald bringing him a chal- 

hlm to aingto •' i 

comhat. leugc from the Earl of Huntley to fight out 
the quarrel either by themselves alone, or ten to ten, 
or twenty to twenty. 

The time was passing away when disputes of nations 
could be settled by duels : Somerset's courage was 
unimpeachable, but he refused : the Earl of Warwick 
ofiered to take his place, but it could not be ; the her- 
ald retired, and as the night closed, the English artil- 
lery was ordered forward to command the road. The 
The Piotee- Gucmy's positiou was dangerously strong ; the 
toatScktoe corning would show if there was a practica- 
*»*■» ble mode of assaulting it ; but if the Scots 



IM7.] Battle of Pinkie Cfleugh. 

had sate still to receive the attack, the defeat of Flod« 
den might, perhaps, have been revenged at Mussel- 
burgh. As soon, however, as they had ascertained the 
extent of the force which the Protector had who, how- 
brought with him, confident in their num- their pod- 

tion, ftnd 

bers, their cause, and their enthusiasm, they attempt to 

. , , . cut oflf the 

began to think less of defeatingr the English Bngush from 

^ . . a chance of 

than of preventing their escape. They per- retreat. 
suaded themselves that, conscious of their inferiority, the 
invaders thought only of retreat, and that the fleet was 
in attendance to take them on board. When the day 
broke Somerset found them already across the water, 
their tents thrown down that not a loiterer might re- 
main concealed there; the main body covering the 
hills between himself and the land to the south, the 
four thousand Irish archers in front of him towards the 
sea. The latter, as soon as daylight permitted, were 
fired into from the ships, and were rapidly scattered. 
The Scots on the other side pushed on in force, intend- 
ing, evidently, to seize the ridges in the rear, where 
they would have the advantage of ground, wind and 
sun, and, if victorious, would destroy the entire Eng- 
lish army. 

Their horses they had left behind, their heavy guns 
they had dragged up by hand, and they were The battte 
moving with the greatest speed that they cieugh. 
could command ; but the Protector was in time to 
alter his dispositions, and secure the hills immediately 
behind him. His cannon was brought back and placed 
to cover the ground over which the Scots would pass 
to attack the camp, and Grey, with the English horse, 
prepared to charge. The Earl of Angus, with " the 
professors of the Gospel," the heavy pikemen of the 
Lowlands, eight thousand strong, was leading ; Arran 
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was behind on the low ground with ten thousand 
more ; and Huntle j, with eight thousand Highlanders 
and the remains of the Irish, towards the stream, out 
of range from the fleet. On Angus the brunt of the 
battle was first to fall. He halted when he discovered 
that the English intended not to fly but to fight ; but 
he could not fall back ; the ground was unfavourable 
for cavalry, — a wet fallow recently turned, — and the 
pikemen formed to receive the charge, the first rank 
The English kneeling. Down upon them came Grey, 
toJIEow^K ^^^ ^ heavy plunging gallop, but the horses 
jp^rmen, ^ero without barbs, and the lances were 
broken. shorter than the Scottish pikes. Down as 
they closed rolled fifty men and horses, amidst the 
crash of breaking spears. Grey himself was wounded 
in the mouth ; Sir Arthur Darcy's hand was disabled, 
and the English standard was saved only by the flight 
of the bearer. The men turned, reeled, scattered, and 
rallied only when Grey and Lord Edward Seymour 
fought back their way to them out of the mSlSe. They 
might as well charge, they said, upon a wall of steel. 

But the line of the Scots which the enemy could 
The scotfl not break was broken by victory. As they 
axe broken saw the English fly they rushed on in pur- 
the archers suit, and found thcmselvcs face to face with 
tiuery. Warwick, the men-at-arms, and the Italian 
musketeers. Checked by the volleys of the match- 
locks, and thrown into confiision^ they were assailed 
next by the archers, and forced to cross the fire of the 
artillery ; and the cavalry, once more forming, swept 
Th« Bngiish again upon their disordered lines, and drove 
IhSge"* the struggling mass back upon their comrades. 
T^sootB 111 trained and undisciplined, the reserves 
Skitti'totoBt were caught with panic; Arran and Hunt* 
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ley turned bridle and rode for their lives, and the 
whoops and yells of the Iiish increased the terror; 
there was no thought of fighting more, — it was only 
who could fly first and fly fastest. They flung away 
their arms: swords, pikes, and lances strewed the 
ground where they had been drawn up, "as thick," 
it was said, "as rushes in a chamber/^ ^ Some crept 
under the willow pollards in the meadows, and lay 
concealed like otters with their mouths above the 
water; some made for Edinburgh, some along the 
sands to Leith under the fire of the fleet, some up 
the river-side towards Dalkeith ; some lay as if dead 
and let the chase pass by them. The Highlanders held 
together and saved themselves with an orderly retreat, 
but the crowd fell unresisting victims under the sabres 
of the avenging cavalry. It was a massacre more 
than a battle ; for, of the English, at most, TheSeotean 
not more than two hundred fell, and those «^**°p*«^ 
chiefly at the first charge under the lances of the pike- 
men; the number of Scots killed was from ten to 
fourteen thousand. Two causes provoked the English, 
it was said, to an especial vindictiveness ; they resented 
ungenerously their own first repulse; but the chief 
reason was the treacherous surprise at Ancram Muir, 
and the death of Lord Evers, the hero of the Border 
troopers. Fifl;een hundred prisoners were taken, but 
in general no quarter was given. Gentlemen might 
have been spared for their ransoms ; but, for some un- 
knoMm cause, the noble and the peasant were dressed 
Jike in white leather or fustian ; there was little to 
distinguish them, and they were cut down in ^®,^J*2* 
indiscriminate heaps along the roads and fields °»«wy 
to the very walls of Edinburgh. Multitudes of priest8| 

*■ Holioflhed, fipom the account of an eye-witness. 
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at one time, it was said, as many as four thousand^ 
were among the slain. The banner of the kneeling 
Lady was taken amidst the scorn of the victors , and 
when at last the retreat was sounded, and the pur- 
suers, weary with killing, gathered again into their 
camp, they sent up a shout which legend said was 
heard in Edinburgh Castle. The day closed with one 
more act of barbarity. A detachment of Scots had 
been stationed with cannon in a small foit overlooking 
the field, and had given some trouble. When the 
battle was lost, they were left behind and unable to 
fly ; they silenced their guns, therefore, and concealed 
themselves, intending to withdraw in the night. But 
they were discovered and surrounded ; they were not 
offered the alternative of surrender ; the place was set 
on fire, and they were destroyed. 

In this deed of savageness closed the battle of Mus- 
The English sclburgh, othcrwisc called Pinkie Cleugh or 
their influ- Slough ; the last stricken field between Scot 
land, and Saxon before the union of the crowns, 

the last and also the most piteous. A battle loses its 
terrors when a great cause is contended for, when it 
is a condition under which some interest or principle 
makes its way and establishes itself. But of Pinkie 
Cleugh the result was unmixed evil to both countries. 
And makes ^^^ marriage of Mary and Edward was an 
toL^"1^ object which England and Scotland ought to 
possible. jjave equally desired. Yet England sought 
it by means which made it impossible, and the Scotch 
command more sympathy in the disaster brought upon 
them by their national pride than the conquerors com- 
mand admiration either for their cause or for their 
eourage. National qualities are not to be measured by 
single consequences, and while indignation only can 
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be felt at the crooked tricks of Beton, but for which 
the union would have been peaceably eflected, the 
spkit which rose up against the invasion of Somerset 
had its source in the noblest instincts of the Scottish 
character. The Protector had gained a great ItatUei 
and by his victory he only renewed the lease HewdjtaTy 

*' , , *' *' enmities art 

of enmity which had almost expired. The iwt**'»*d. 
Scots forgot their owii diflTerences in a great hatred of 
England, and the hearts of all parties among them 
turned passionately to France. Although the available 
military strength of the nation was for the moment 
annihilated, the conquerors could not follow up their 
success. The queen was withdrawn to Stirling, and 
they could not reach her. They had brought supplies 
with them for a month only, and so long and no longer 
could they remain; neither force nor payment could 
Extract the means of subsistence from a country where 
ixt did not exist ; there were no more stores The Protec- 
in readiness to be brought up from England, to England 
and Scotland, unsuccessful in her arms, drove gioiy. 
the invaders back by her hardy poverty. 

Leith was again burnt — so much of it as would 
bum: the ships in the harbour were taken and de- 
stroyed ; two islands in the Forth were fortified, and 
small garrisons left there; a few castles were dis- 
aiantled. These alone were the tangible fruits of the 
bloody inroad of the Duke of Somerset. 

But at least he had surrounded himself with gloiy. 
He did not return with the Queen of Scots, but he hsid 
fought and won a great battle. He was the hero 
of the hour, and while the hour lasted, he could 
work his will in Church or State without fear of op« 
position. 

When he set out for Scotland, the ecclesiastical visit* 
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ow were in full activity. From the people, wherever 
they went, they met with no open opposition ; 
fifitonmak0 in London they were indisputably popular. 
In London, the old, the timid, the supersti- 
tious, the imaginative, prayed in secret to the saints to 
deliver them from evil ; but the industrious masses had 
caught the spirit of the age, and gave the changes 
cordial welcome. So it had been at Portsmouth ; so it 
was in the towns generally, especially in the towns 
along the coast, where activity and enterprise shook the 
minds of men out of the control of routine. So, how- 
ever, it was not in the country, as events came in time 
to show. As with the first spread of Christianity, so 
In the towns with the Spread of the Reformation, the towns 

fheBefonna- nit i i i i i 

tion makes went hrst, and the country lagged behind re- 
fiMter than luctantlv. The hfe of towns was a life of 

in the conn- it/»/»i •!•/»/• 

try. change ; the lire or the country was a life of 

uniformity, where sons walked in the ways of their 
fathers, and each day and season brought with it its 
occupation, its custom, or its ceremony, unaltered for 
tens of generations. The fall of the abbeys had given 
the first shock to the stationary spirit, but the crimes 
of the monks were half forgotten in the sadness of their 
desolate homes. It was no light thing to the village 
peasant to see the royal arms staring above the empty 
socket of the crucifix to which he had prayed, the saints 
after which he was named in his baptism flung out into 
the mud, the pictures on the church walls daubed with 
piaster, over which his eyes had wandered wonderingly 
in childhood. 

Other changes added to his restlessness. The acts 
And the of parliament which forbade enclosures and 
oMmt na^ the amalgamation of farms were less and less 
oBm ^mto A. oDserved ^ the peasant farmers were more 
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and more d^cllmng into labourers, rents were rising, and 
the necessaries of life were rising, and, in the experi« 
ence of the agricultnral poor, an increase of personal 
snjBTering was the chief result of the so-called Refor- 
mation. 

Yet for the moment loyalty was stronger than dis- 
content. If the country people murmured, they sub- 
mitted, and the visitors met with important resistance 
only from the notorious bishops of Winchester and of 
London. To Bonner they brought their injunctions 
and homilies at the end of August. He Bonner pro- 
accepted them, but he accepted them with the i^juno- 
a protest; he could observe them, he said, imprisoned, 
only if they were not contrary to God's law and 
the ordinances of his Church, and he required the 
visitors to enter his conditions in the register. His 
answer was reported to the council, and was held to be 
to the evil example of such as should hear it, and to the 
contempt of the authority which the king justly pos- 
sessed as head of the Church'of England.^ The Bishop 
of London was committed to the Fleet,^ where, after 
eight days' meditation, he repented. A form He repenti, 
01 submission was drawn up for him pecu- leased. 
liarly ignominious ; he signed it, and was released.^ 

The resistance of Gardiner was more skilful and 

1 Privy Council Records, MS, Edward VI. 

s In the Protector's absence, Cranmer must be considered the person 
Rsponsible for measures of this kind. 

* ** Where I did unadvisedly make such a protestation, as now npoB 
better consideration of my duty of obedience and of the ill example that 
may ensue to others thereof, appears to me neither reasonable, nor such as 
might stand with the duty of a subject; and forasmuch as the same protes- 
tation, at my request, was then by the registrar of that visitation enacted 
and pat in record, I tio now revoke my said protestation ; and I beseech 
your lordships that this revocation may likewise be put in the same record! 
ftr a perpetual memory of the trnth." — Bonner's Recantation, printed in 
Burnet's Collectanea, 

VOL. V. 6 
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more protracted. Up to the Protector's departure ha 
^ ,^ had continued an anxious correspondence 

QsidiMT vp- ... 

poiestheTis- ^th him. UuKmited licence had been al- 

Iton more 

•kJM^y- lowed both to pulpit and printing-press ; John 
Bale, the noisiest, the most profane, the most indecent 
of the movement party, had been pouring out pam- 
phlets and plays.^ Gardiner wrote in protest to Somerset 
against the toleration by the Government of the inso- 
lence and brutality of him and others like him. He 
remonstrated also against the sudden alteration of 
doctrine contemplated in the homilies ; and three weeks 
before the visitors were coming to Winchester, he was 
invited, at his own earnest request, to state his views to 
the council. " If he could have written with the blood 
of his heart," he told the Protector, " he would have 
done it, to have stayed the thing till it had been more 
He deciaree maturely digested." 2 The whole proceedings 
iwoe^ngs on the visitation, he said, were illegal. No 
to be iuegai. ^qj^X commissiou could have place against an 
act of parliament ; ^ and eyen in the late king's reign, he 

1 The character of which, and the writer*s character, may be judged 
from the following specimen. In one of his £Eurces a priest is introduced, 
who, on the stage, offers the following prayer: — 

'^ Omnipotens et sempiteme Deus qui in usum nostrum formasti laicos 
concede qusesumus ut eorum uxoribus et fillabus — " The reader most 
imagine, or had better not imagine, the rest. 

3 Gardiner to the Protector: M8, Sarleian, 417. Printed by Fox«, 
Vol. VI. 

8 It is to be remembered that, throughout the correspondence, Gardiner 
speaks as if the Protector was being dragged on by Cranmer against hit 
will. The Protector had once, he said, promised him that " he would suffer 
no innovations.*' According to Gardiner, it was not the Protect )r who 
eaused the deposition of Wriothesley : ** Your Grace," he said, ** showed so 
much favour to him that all the world commended your gentleness.'* " Foi 
the visitation," he added, " I saw a determination to do all things suddenly 
at one time, whereunto, although your Grace agreed, yet of your wisdom I 
conjectured ye had rather had it tany till your return if ye had not been 
prMsed. That word ^ pressed,' I noted in your letter to me, when y% 
frote ye were pressed on both s'des; and methought if, by bringing mjN 
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aaid the prerogatdve had more than once come in colli* 
non with the law, and had been worsted bj it.^ 

The council permitted him to speak ; but his plea of 
the law they set aside by the plea of their The eoundi 
consciences ; and they required him categori- oi^jectionB, 
cally to say whether he would or would not submit to 

idf into most extreme danger in your absence, I could have stayed the 
matter, beside my duty to God and my Sovereign Lord, I bad done you 
a pleasure/' — Correspondence of Gardiner with the Protector: Foxe, Vol. 
yi. On the other hand, Paget, in the letter of remonstrance to which I 
have referred, speaks as if Somerset listened to no one whose views did not 
coincide with his own. 

1 He mentions curious instances: — ** Whether a king may command 
against a common law or an Act of Parliament, there is never a judge or 
other man in the realm ought to know more by experience of that the lawa 
have said than I. 

^ First, my Lord Cardinal, that obtained his legacy by our late Sovereign 
Lord's requirements at Rome, yet, because it was against the laws of the 
realm, the judges concluded the offence of Premunire, which matter I bare 
away, and took it for a law of the realm, because the lawyers said so, but 
my reason digested it not. The lawyers, for confirmation of their doings, 
brought in the case of Lord Tiptoft. An earl he was, and learned in the 
civil laws, who being chancellor, because in execution of the king's com- 
mandment he offended the laws of the realm, suffered on Tower Hill. They 
brought in examples of many judges that had fines set on their heads in 
like cases for transgression of laws by the king's commandment, and this 
I learned in that case. 

** Since that time being of the council, when many proclamations were 
devised against the carriers out of com, when it came to punish the of 
fender, the judges would answer it might not be by the latr, because the 
Act of Parliament gave liberty, wheat being under a price. Whereupon at 
last followed the Act of Proclamations, in the passing whereof were many 
lai^ words spoken." 

After mentioning other cases, he goes on: — 

** I reasoned once in the parliament house, where there was free speech 
without danger, and the Lord Audely, to satisfy me, because I was in some 
secret estimation, as he knew, * Thou art a good, fellow. Bishop,' quoth he; 
loo^ at the Act of Supremacy, and there the king's doings be restrained 
to spiritual jurisdiction; and in another act no spiritual law shall have 
place contraxy to a common law, or an act of parliament. An this were 
not,* quoth he, ' you bishops would enter in with the king, and by means 
of his supremacy order the laws as ye listed. But we will provide,' quoth 
he, ' that the premunire shall never go off your heads.' This I bare away 
ttien, and held my peace." — Gardiner to the Protector; M8, Hafieim^ 
417} Foxe, VoLVL 
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the visitors. He said that he had three weeks in which 
And he le- *^ decide before they would come to him. At 
to Sike"^* present he believed he could not submit, but 
Ids mind; jj^ might change. The servant in the parable 
refused to do his master's will, and yet afterwards did 
it. It was hard to treat him as a criminal for an offence 
which, if offence it was, he had not yet committed, and 
might not commit. 

But Cranmer chose to be obeyed. He summoned 
But cran- Gardiner privately before him at the deanery 

iner insists *■ *' , , _ •' 

on obedience, of St. Paul's, and ho told him that, if he 
to imprisoned, would comply, he should be restored to the 
council, where his assistance would be welcomed. But 
Gardiner was unable to give the required promise, and 
was committed, like Bonner, to the Fleet. " I have 
held my office sixteen years," he wrote to Sir John 
Godsalve, who was one of the visitors ; " I have studied 
only how I may depart with it without offence to God's» 
law ; and I shall think the tragedy of my life well 
passed over, so I offend not God's law nor the king's ; 
I will no more care to see my bishopric taken from me 
than myself taken from my bishopric ; I am by nature 
already condemned to die, which sentence no man can 
pardon." ^ 

Gardiner had endeavoured to destroy Cranmer. It 
was no more than retaliation that he suffered a smaD 
injustice in his turn at Cranmer's hand. But injustice 
it was ; his arbitrary committal had no pretext of law 
for it; nor, it seems, were he and Bonner the onlj 
sufferers. On the return of the Protector from Scot 
October. land, the imprisoned bishop appealed to him 
to*thS^ ^ language which was not the less just be- 
*••***'' cause it was used by one who, when in power^ 

knew as little what justice meant. 

I Gardiner to Sir John Godialre; Burnet's CUfeeftmeo* 
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"Wiiatever become of me," he said, "I would 
your Grace did well ; men be mortal, and deeds re- 
vive: and methinketh my Lord of Canterbury doth 
well thus to entangle your Grace with this matter of 
religion, and to borrow of your authority the Fleet, the 
Marshalsea, and the King's Bench, with prisonment 
in his house, wherewith to cause men to agree to that 
it pleaseth him to call truth in religion, not stablished 
by any law in the realm. A law it is not yet, and be- 
fore a law made I have not seen such an imprisonment 
as I sustain. Our late sovereign lord, whom God 
pardon, suffered every man to say his mind without 
imprisonment, till the matter was established by law. 
If my Lord of Canterbury hath the strength And pxotMH 

of God's Spirit, with such a learning in his injustio* at 

1 111 1 . 1 1 <^« ^^^*^- 

laws, as to be able to overthrow with that bishop. 

breath all untruth, and establish truths, I would not 

desire the let of it by your Grace, nor the work of 

God's truth any way hindered ; in which case it shall 

be easy to reprove me in the face of the world with 

the sword of God's Scriptures, which he should rather 

desire to do, than borrow the sword your Grace hath 

the rule of, which is a mean to slander all that is 

done." 1 

But Parliament was now to meet. The Protector 

came back from Scotland surrounded with a halo of 

splendour; London proposed to receive him with a 

triumphal procession; and, although he declined this 

excess of honour, the mayor and aldermen met him on 

Finsbury fields in their robes, and formed his TheProteo- 

9scort to the palace. Fresh distinctions were J^V h^^ 

heaped on him by the council ; his designa- ®'™' 

tion in fiiture was to run in royal phrase, — Edwardi 

1 Gaidiner to the Proteetor: Foze, Vol. VI. 
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by the grace of God, Duke of Somerset, Protector of 
the Reahn.^ An order was issued in the name of the 
boy king that ^' our uncle shall sit alone, and be placed 
at all times, as well in our presence at our court of 
parliament, as in our absence, next on the right hand 
of our seat royal in our parliament chamber." ^ 

In the midst of the sunshine, a few motes indeed 
were visible besides the imprisonment of Gardiner. 
Memoranda appear, in the council books and ofBcial 
papers, of complaints in the fleet on account of un- 
paid wages. The bills of the Antwerp money dealers. 
The ex. instead of being paid, had been renewed on 

chequer o jt ' 

runs low, interest, and fresh loans contracted. The 

bat for the 

present the bad moucy had not only not been called in, 
au-powerM. but morc had been coined, and still the ex- 
chequer was running low. Lists were drawn of all 
gentlemen in England with lands over forty pounds a 
year who had not compounded for their knighthoods, 
with a view to a levy of fines ; * and a commission was 
designed to examine how far the Crown had been 
rightly dealt with in the disposition of confiscated 
lands. 

These matters, however, were behind the scenes. 
NoTeinber4. Parliament assembled at Westminster on 
n^ts. *° the 4th November, and Musselburgh was a 
sufficient guarantee that Somerset's influence would 
be omnipotent. The spirit of the hour was of uni- 
The perse- versal bcnevolence. The Six Articles Bil) 
aro repealed, was repealed. The bills of Henry IV. and 
Henry V. against the Lollards were repealed. Eng- 

1 The Titles of the Protector: M8, Domestic^ Edward YI. YoL h Stall 
Paper Office. 

* Place of the Protector in Parliament: JliS. Ibid. Vol. II. 

* Privy Coandl Memoranda: JfS. lUd. 
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land had entered a golden age, when there was to be 
no more treason, no more conspiracy, no more hank« 
ering after the Pope or foreign invaders. And as, in 
the words of the parliament, " in tempest or winter 
one cover and garment was convenient, in calm or 
warm weather a more liberal case and lighter garment 
both might and ought to be used," the severe laws 
made by the king's highness's father, good and useful 
as they had been in the past bad times, were held to 
be needed no longer. The Act of Words, soremhm, 
and the sharper clauses of the Act of Su- 2^*2 ^S**** 
premacy, were blotted out of the statute ™®<"*«*- 
book; and offences imder those, or any other acts 
which in the late reign had been raised into treason or 
felony, not having been -treason or felony before, fell 
back into misdemeanours.^ Gardiner was in the Fleet, 
but Gardiner was an exception, and p^it^cution as 
such was to be at an end.^ 

" The king," nevertheless, " desired unity and con- 
cord in religion ; " and although " hts wished the same 
to be brought to pass with all clemency and mercy, 
and although he wished that his loving subjects should 
study rather for love than for fear to do their duties to 

1 1 Edward VI. cap. 12. The repeal wa* not carried withont a confer- 
ence between the HonseSf nor was it approved of as universally as we 
might expect. Sir John Mason found &ult with the alterations in a re- 
markable compliment to the English people. " In all other countries/* he 
said, ^ speeches are at liberty, for such are the people's natures, as when 
they have talked they have done. In our countiy it is otherwise, for their 
talking is preparatory to doing; and the worst act that ever was done in 
our time was the general abolishing of the Act of Words by the Duke of 
Somerset, whereof we have already had some experience." — Mason to tht 
Council : MS. Germany^ Bundle 16, Mary, State Paper Office. 

3 The popular party thought of Gardiner what the witty Duchess of Suf- 
folk said to himself when she passed his prison and saw him at the window. 
'* Ah, bishop,** she said, '* it is merry with tae Iambs when the wolves ait 
•hnt up,*'— Narrative of the Bvfferingt of Catherine DmKett qfSt^blk 
EoliMbed. 
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Almighty God," — there were yet profanities whicb 
fhoMwho could not wholly be tolerated, and those 
•rentiyofthe who spoke irreverently and profanely of 
to punished, the Eucharist might be punished with fine 
and imprisonment.^ The concluding clause of this 
The power of statute enjoined communion in both kinds ^ 
cation is laid on laity as well as clergy ; and in jealousy of 
•heck. the abused power of excommunication, the 

parish priest was prohibited from refusing the sacra- 
ment to any one who reverently desired it. The 
The eongi coTiffS cTSUre was next abolished in the elec- 
ftboiished. tion of bishops. There was to be no longer 
any affectation or delusion as to their position. They 
held their commissions under the crown ; they were 
nominated by the crown ; the supposed choice by a 
dean and chapter was a hypocritical fiction, and should 
exist no longer, and like institutions and processes in 
the spiritual courts, their appointments should run for 
the future in the name of the king.^ 

Lest the vahdity of these changes should be ques- 
The Minority ^^o^^d ou accouut of the king's minority, the 
piaL^and *^* g^^^^g ^^ powcr of repealing them on 
™**** coming of age was reviewed and altered. All 
laws passed during a minority were declared good and 
valid for the time being ; and although the king him« 
self might reconsider, at a later period, the legislation 

1 1 Edward VI. cap. 1. 

s The act was entitled as ** Against such as irreverently speak against 
the sacrament of the body and blood of Christ, commonly called the sacra- 
ment of the altar.** In the preamble of the act the sacrament of the altar 
was again spoken of, but with the addition, *^ called in Scripture the supper 
and table of the Lord.'* The institution was carefully described; but the 
change in the elements was neither affirmed nor denied. It is curious to 
watch the slow steps by which the central mystery of Catholicism waa in* 
vaded. 

• 1 Edward VI. cap. 2. 
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which had been conducted in liis name, the power was 
not to extend to his successor, should he die mean- 
while.' 

While parliament was thus employed, convocation 
had assembled as usual. The clergy were discon- 
certed to find that, slight as had been the respect with 
which they had been treated in the late reign, they 
were treated with less in the present. Questions, not 
only of Church policy, but of doctrine, were discussed 
and disposed of by the laity without so much as the 
form of consulting those to whom, until these late 
times, they had exclusively belonged ; while the sub- 
mission of the clergy to Henry VIII. precluded them 
from holding discussions in their own houses without 
licence from the crown. Discontented, not unnatu- 
rally, with the shadowy vitality which re- Theconyoca- 
mained to them, they petitioned Cranmer, a^peation*" 
first briefly, then at elaborate length, that ^ay wJa 
statutes concerning matters of religion and cfj^JS^' 
ecclesiastical ordinances might not pass with- i«8*s^*»o°» 
out their consent ; and finding their complaints treated 
with indifierence, or anticipating the neglect of them, 
they repeated the attempts which had been made un- 
successftiUy by the Irish clergy a few years before. In 
the writs of summons addressed to Bishops at or that tb« 
the opening of parliament, the clause "Prae- KTciet^ 
monentes"^ implied that deans, archdeacons, sea^ \nt\» 
and the proctors of the clergy were an inte- commons. 

1 1 Edwatd VI. cap. 11. 

* Prsemonentes Decanum et Capitulum ecclesise vestrae ac Archidiaconos 
totumque Clerum vestwe dioecesis quod iidem Decanus et Archidiaconi in 
propriis Personis, ac dictum Capitulum per unum, idemque Clerum per 
dnos Procuratores idoneos plenam et sufHcientem potestatem ab ipsis Capit- 
nlo et Clero divisim habentes, praedictis die et loco personaliter intersint 
■d consentiendum his qusB tum ibidem de Communi Consillo dicti Regni 
MMBtri dlvin& £a,yeQte dementi^ contigerit ordinari. 
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gral part of the legislature. They petitioned that they 
might now be " associated with the Commons in the 
nether house of parliament." 

The letter of the writs was on their side, but prece- 
dent was against their claim, and that precedent had 
been set by themselves. In the days of their power 
the clergy had divided themselves from parhament, 
claiming a right to assemble at their own time and by 
their own authority, and to legislate separately at their 
own pleasure. Their ambition recoiled upon them- 
Their re- sclvcs. As they had constituted themselves 
reftised. a Separate body, a separate body they should 
continue — or, rather, a disembodied ghost. They 
were not permitted to fall back upon privileges which 
they had voluntarily abandoned ; ^ the Lords and Com- 
mons continued to do their work for them ; and, 
amongst other things discussed, was a question in 
which, if in any, they might in reason expect to have 
December20. ^^^^ Consulted. The lower house, on the 
2??CJi^?^ 20th of December, sent up a bill " that lay 
Is discussed. ^^^ married men might be priests and have 
benefices." 2 Consenting reluctantly to innovation 
where custom and prejudice had so strong a hold, it 
would seem that the first measure of relief which 
they contemplated was a compromise. Layaien hav- 
ing wives already might be ordained ; those who were 

1 Petitions of the Lower Honse of Convocation to the Archbishop fi/[ 
Canterbury : Burnet's Collectanea^ pp. 264-265. 

2 Lords Journals^ December 20, 1547. One could wish that some drangh< 
v)f this bill had survived. It is difficult to make out the character of it 
from so brief a description. From the entries in the journals in the follow- 
ing session, however, it is plain that the question was much debated, that 
the measure of relief went through many forms before it was passed ; and 
as the first form in which it was then brought up in the House of Commons 
— that laymen having wives may be priests, and have benefices — is open 
to no misconstraction, I conclude that the original bill was of the 
Und. 
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ordained while unmarried, would still remain single. 
The bill, however, was unsatisfactory. In the Lords 
it was read once, on the 21st December : parliament 
was prorogued a few days after, and it was dropped. 

Two other measures which were passed in this ses* 
sion require attention. The vagrancy laws vagrancy 
of the late reign were said to have failed from troubiMom*, 
over-severity. Although whipping, branding, or even 
hanging were not considered penalties in themselves 
too heavy for the sturdy and valiant rascal who refused 
to be reformed ; yet through " foolish pity of them 
that should have seen the laws executed," there had 
been no hanging and very little whipping, and va- 
grancy was more troublesome than ever. Granting 
that It was permissible to treat the vagabond as a 
crimmal in an age when transportation • did not exist, 
and when public works on which he could be ThequestioB 
employed at the cost of government were un- S^^ a*dtf-^ 
dertaken but rarely, the question what to do **'"^* '*'*®' 
with him in such a capacity was a hard one. The 
compulsory idleness of a life in gaol was at once ex* 
pensive and useless ; and practically the choice lay 
between no punishment at all, the cart's tail, and the 
gallows. The Protector, although his scheme proved a 
failure, may be excused, therefore, for having attempted 
a novel experiment, for having invented an arrange- 
ment the worst feature of which was an offensive 
name, and which in fact resembled the system which, 
till lately, was in general use in our own penal colonies. 

The object was, if possible, to utilize the rascal part 
of the population, who were held to have forfeited, if 
not their lives, yet their liberties. A servant deter* 
minately idle, leaving his work, or an able-bodied 
vagrant, roaming the country without means of honest 
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self^-support and without seeking employment, was to 
The experi- be brought before the two nearest magistrates, 
of making " Oji proof of the idle living of the said per 

the can- - ,, i ^ ^ i i ^ ^ 

flnnedva- son, be was to bo branded on the breast, 
a slave. where the mark would be concealed by his 
clothes, with the letter V, and adjudged to some honest 
neighbour as "a slave," "to have and to hold the said 
slave for the space of two years then next following ; " 
" and to order the said slave as follows : " that is to 
say, " to take such person adjudged as slave with him, 
and only giving the said slave bread and water, or 
small drink, and such refuse of meat as he should think 
meet, to cause the said slave to work." If mild meas- 
ures failed, if the slave was still idle or ran away, he 
was to be marked on the cheek or forehead with an S, 
and be adjudged a slave for life. If finally refractory, 
then and then only he might be tried and sentenced as 
a felon. Twenty years before, when vagrancy was 
less excusable, and the honest man could honestly 
maintain himself in abundance, such a measure might 
have worked, successfully — supposing only that the 
word slave had been exchanged for some other ex- 
pression which grated less harshly in English ears. In 
the condition of things which was now commencing, 
as will presently be shown, neither this nor any other 
penal act against idleness could be practically enforced. 
Penal laws were rather required at the other extremity 
of the social scale. The measure failed, and in two 
years was withdrawn.^ 

1 The details of Somerset's bill are curious. The children of beggars 
were to be taken from them and brought up in some honest calling. If no 
householder could be found to accept the charge of a slave, he was to be 
adjudged to his town or parish to work in chains on the highways or 
bridges. Collections were to be made in the parish churches every Sunday 
Ibr the "elief of the deserving poor. The slaves of private persons were to 
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Another measure however did not fail, unless indeed 
to accomplish unmixed evil be to fail. It has been 
mentioned that the year before the death of ^^ remain- 
Heniy, the remaining property of all eccle- Jj^ji^^JJJJ^ 
siastical and semi-ecclesiastical foundations, "'^^ <*^ 

' porations is 

the lands, the rentcharges, the miscellaneous JJ^^he handil 
donations for the support of universities, col- of*iiec«>wn 
leges, schools, hospitals, alms-houses, or parochial char- 
ities, for chantries, trentals, obits, masses, for stipen- 
diary priests in family or other chapels, for religious 
services of different kinds, for candles, offerings, orna- 
ments of churches, and other useful or superstitious 
purposes, were placed by parliament in the hands of 
the king, to receive such " alterations " as the change 
of times required. The task of dealing with compli- 
cated property where the use and the abuse were elab- 
orately interwoven, was at once a difficulty and a 
temptation. What was good ought to be maintained 
and extended ; increased provision should be made for 
the poor, for the students at the universities, for all 
general objects which the interests of the common- 
wealth required: endowments for purposes wholly 
effete or mischievous might be confiscated, and the 
funds applied to redeem the expenses of the late war. 
The parliament had hesitated before they placed so 
large a trust in the hands of Henry VIII., who had 
specially thanked the two Houses for so signal an evi* 
dence of confidence. But the grant was to himself 
alone. He had power to appoint commissioners to 
take possession of the property and make the desired 
changes, but for the term " of his natural life " only 

(rear rings of iron on their necks, arms, or legs. As their crime was thi 
refusal to maintain themselves, so if they could earn or obtain any kind fA 
firoperty, they were entitled to their freedom. 
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The Protector's gov(mment applied for a renewal of 
the same tinist, and obtained it. 

The preamble of the new act, more explicit than 
that of the act under Henry, stated that, in times of 
superstition, when the perfect method of salvation was 
not understood, when men held vain opinions of pur- 
gatory and masses satisfactory, they had established 
chantries and such other institutions, thinking to ben- 
efit their souls. The funds so misapplied might be con- 
verted to good and godly uses ; additional alms-houses, 
grammar-schools,, and hospitals might be founded, the 
number of clergy might be increased in populous par- 
ishes, and funds might be provided further for the 
repair of harbours, piers, embankments, and other 
pubhc works. The details of the intended alterations, 
however, could not in the present parliament be con- 
veniently brought forward, and the council requested 
that the uncontrolled confidence which had been re- 
posed in Henry should be extended to them.^ 

Cranmer, who foresaw the consequences, opposed 
cranmer, the grant to the extent of his power. He 

TuQStftl and 

Bix Other was Supported by Tunstal and six other bish- 
anopposi- ops, but he failed. The two universities 
not succeed. Winchester, Eton, and St. George's at Wina 
sor, were exempted from the operation of the act. 
Cathedral chapters, too, were excepted, unless they 
maintained obits or chantries. But the whole of the 
rest of the property was made over to the council ; 
and, as one of the immediate effects, the " priory ant' 
convent of Norwich," converted by Henry VIII. in 
1538 to a chapter, were required, under pretence of 
some informality, to make a fresh surrender, and they 
were reincorporated only with a loss of manors and 

1 1 £dward VI. cap. X4. 
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lands, worth 300 marks a year.^ The shrines and tht 
altar-plate at York Cathedral were sent to the Mint, 
to be issued in base coin ; and the example being con- 
tagious, parish vestries began to appropriate the chal- 
ides, jewels, bells, and ornaments in the country 
churches, and offer them publicly for sale.^ The car- 
case was cast out into the fields, and the vultures of 
all breeds and orders flocked to the banquet. 

1 Petition of Dean and Chapter of Norwich: Turner MSB. Bodleitti 
Ubnxy,90. 
• Tamer MBa.ltiUi 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

THE PROTECTORATE. 

Om the retreat of the English army a conyention of 
the Estates assembled at Stirling ; the young queen 
was sent, under the care of Lord Erskine, to the im- 
The Estates pregnable fortress of Dumbarton, and while 

of Scotland ^ ^ . ' 

offer Mary the Protector was expectmff to hear of the 

Stuart tothe . , « • • t? • i 

Dauphin. amval of commissioners at Berwick to ask for 
peace, couriers were hastening to Prance with an offer 
of Mary and the Scottish crown to the Dauphin. The 
TheProtec- Protector, wheu he learnt what they had 

tor appeals , _ <-» • 

to their donc, made a fresh appeal to Scottish good 
ings. feeling. He insisted that the marriage of 

Edward and Mary was obviously intended by Provi- 
dence. England did not wish for conquest — it desired 
only union. It won battles and offered friendship, love, 
peace, equality, and amity. The Scots and English 
were shut up in one small island apart from the world ; 
they were alike in blood, manners, form, and language, 
— it was monstrous that they should continue to regard 
one another with mortal hatred. It would be better 
for the Scots to be conquered by England than suc- 
coured by France : conquered or unconquered, Eng- 
land only desired to force upon them a share of her 
own prosperity ; while Prance would rule over them 
by a viceroy, and make them slaves. If they would 
Korember. acccpt instead the hand which was held out 
frtonddSp. to them, " The Scots and English being made 
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one by amity, having the sea for a wall, mutual love 
for a garrison, and God for a defence, should jf th^y ^ 
make so noble and well agreeing a monarchy, chMtSe ^" 
that neither in peace need they be ashamed, ***®™* 
nor in war afraid of any worldly power." \ 

All this was most true, most just, most reasonable, 
but it agreed ill with the massacre at Musselburgh. 
The Protector concluded with a threat that, if the Scots 
would not accept his terms when offered freely, he 
would chastise them again by fire and sword. The 
Scots answered not in words, but in actions, " You re- 
quire us to unite with you ; we prefer to remain as we 
are, and to keep our freedom ; if we call evil what you 
call good, where is your right to compel us to a good 
which we do not desire ? Our parliament, you tell us, 
gave their consent to you ; well, then, we are a free 
people, and we have changed our minds ; you say .you 
will chastise us — come, then, and do your worst." 

The French court, on the arrival of the message of 
the Estates, closed instantly with the offer. Either the 
Dauphin should have the queen, or some nobleman, 
either French or in the French service, should have 
her. The Scots might desire, on reflection, that the 
queen's husband should be able to reside among them 
permanently, which a French sovereign could not do. 
But, at all events, France would make Scot- France wui 

_ make the 

land s quarrel her own quarrel. The terms quarrel of 

p . . .1 . Scotland h« 

of the alliance might be considered at leisure, quarrel. 
For the moment another candidate was thought of for 
the disputed hand of Mary Stuart. Ireland began to 
stir : O'Donnell broke into rebellion in the north, and 
fifteen hundred Scots landed to support him. News 
reached the council that on the Thursday before 

1 Address of the Duke of Somenet to the Scottish Nation: H )Iiiished 
yoL.y • 
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Christmas-day, seven French vessels were at Dum* 
barton, and that on board one of them was *' young 
Gerald of Kildare ; " ^ and it was said " that the said 
Kildare should marry with the Scottish queen, and 
arrear all Ireland in their party against England, and 
further, that before Easter there should be such a battle 
fought that all England should rue it." ^ 

Under such an aspect of affairs prudence might have 
again suggested to the Protector that, in the words of 
Henry VIII., " he had a Milan in his hand for the 
French king ; " that the present humour of France, if 
not created by the English occupation of Boulogne, was 
infinitely enhanced by it ; that by a sacrifice on one 
side he might purchase non-interference on the other. 
February. Tlio Priuce, whosc houour had been touched 
determine to by the failurc of his attempt, when Dauphin, 
logne. to surprise the English garrison, had been 

heard to say that he would recover Boulogne or lose 
his realm for it.^ The French were already laying 
batteries across the river opposite to the English mole, 
from which shots were fired at the workmen ; and the 
ambassador at Paris warned the Protector that " Cath- 
erine de Medici hated England above all other nations," 
on account of the disgrace inflicted on French arms by 
the conquest and occupation of territory. 

1 Son of Lord Thomas Fitzgerald and heir of the earldom. 

2 MS. Domestic, Edward VI. Vol. III. State Paper Office. This marriage 
was doubtless talked of at Paris. To unite Scotland and Ireland against 
England was a constant object of French policy. But Kildare's presence 
At Dumbarton at Christmas, 1547, was probably a mistake. Among the 
Privy Council Records, under the date of Jan. 28, 1547, I find a note of 
a letter from a Mr. Young, at Florence, who said that he had fallen in with 
Kildare at that place : that Kildare had told him that he was but a child 
when he was taken from Ireland; that he regretted his faults, and wouIq 
make his submission if he could be allowed to return. A resolution of 
council was passed to admit him to favour, and a letter was written t(i tliit 
effect. 

* CiikLis A£8S. bimdle 10, State Paper Office. 
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If war should break out, a garrison equal to an army 
would be required in the Boullonnaise. The fleet 
would have to be maintained on a war footing, and the 
finances were already deeply distressed. But the Pro- 
tector was enthusiastic, and believed himself irresist- 
ible. In the spring ships were in preparation in the 
French harbours to transport an army into Scotland. 
He determined to anticipate their coming ; and on the 
18th of April, Lord Grey the Marshal of ^^ English 
Berwick, and Sir Thomas Palmer, again J^^^gJ^J. 
crossed the Border, and advanced to Hadding- fortiaJsHad. 
ton, which they took and elaborately fortified. *^8^°- 
After spending six weeks there improving the defences, 
they left a garrison in charge, of two thousand five 
hundred men, and after wasting the country for six 
miles round Edinburgh at their leisure, they fell back 
the first week in June upon Berwick. 

In the same week Villegaignon, the French admiral, 
sailed fi'om Brest with sixty transports, June. 

_, 1 • I J Sixthouaanl 

twenty-two galleys, and six thousand men. French sau 
D'Essy, the successfiil defender of Landrecy forscouand 
in 1544, was in command of the army. He was accom- 
panied by Pietro Strozzi, Catherine de Medici's cousin, 
by several companies of Italians, the Rhinegrave, de 
Biron, and other persons of note and name. War was 
not declared against England ; Strozzi said, briefly, 
that for the time they were to be considered Scots, and 
they sailed out of harbour with the red lion at the 
admiral's masthead.^ 

On the 16th of June they landed at Leith. The 
troops were allowed a few days' rest at Edin- J^'J^^^^'** 
burgh to recruit themselves after their sea- Jg^^^^ 

I Oaldenrood; Knox. 
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itickness,^ and the work of driving out the English 
was commenced in the siege of Haddington.^ 

The Regent joined d'Essy with eight thousand Scots ; 
trenches were drawn, and siege guns brought up from 
the ships ; the conditions of the French support were 
then discussed in detail, and agreed upon. Inside the 
lines of the camp were the ruins of an abbey which the 
English had destroyed. On this appropriate spot was 
The mar- ^^^^ ^^ Convention of Haddington. That 
D^hiVand ^^ Dauphin, and no inferior person, should 
tedeteraSo^ marry the heiress of Scotland, was the natural 
▼eatiorof dcsirc of her uncles, the powerful and ambi- 
Haddington. ^ious Guiscs. Their influence had prevailed. 
The crowns of France and Scotland were to be for- 
mally and for ever united. Scotland was to retain her 

1 fiuchanan. 

2 Among the convict crews of the galleys employed on this expeditios 
were the prisoners of St. Andrews. They had been promised freedom on 
their surrender; but the gentlemen were confined in French fortresses; the 
insignificant, and among them (so singularly men judge of one another) 
John Knox, were sent to serve in the fleet. From Knox^s account of their 
treatment, the discipline could not have been extremely cruel. " When 
mass was said on board, or the Salve Regina was sung, the Scotsmen put on 
their bonnets." An image of the Virgin, ** a glorious painted lady," was 
brought on board to be kissed, and was ofiered " to one of the Scotsmen 
there chained," probably to Knox himself. He gently said, " Trouble me 
not; such an idol i's accursed; I will not touch it." The officer violently 
thrust it in his face, and put it betwixt his hands, who, seeing the ex- 
tremity, took the idol, and advisedly looking about, he cast it in the river, 
and said, *'Let our Lady now save herself; she is light enough; let her 
learn to swim." After this the Scots were troubled no further in such 
matters. 

Here, again, is another fine scene. 

On> a grey summer dawn, " lying between Dundee and St. Andrews, 
John Knox being so extremely sick, that few hoped his life. Master James 
Balfour willed him to look to the land, and asked him if he knew il^ who 
answered, * I know it well, for I see the steeple of that place wbsn Gk>d 
first opened my mouth in public to his glory, and I am fully persuaded, 
how weak that ever I now appear, I shall not depart this life till my tongue 
•hall glorify his holy name in the same place.*" — Knox's ifistorj/ ^A# 
Btfwmation, 
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own laws and liberties. The French would defend her 

then and ever from her " auld enemies." ^ The formal 

records of the convention declare that the resolution 

was unanimous ; but there were some persons who 

were able to see that their libertv would be as much in 

danger from a union with France as from a union with 

England. The Protector at the last moment had sent 

an offer with which he had better have com- The Protec- 
tor offers to 

menced. He undertook to abstain from in- leare Mary 
terference till Edward should be of age, if the herself when 

o 1 . Ill of age, ifth« 

bcots, on their part, would make no engaffe- French aiu- 
ments with the l^rencn. Iheir queen should op- 
remain among themselves, and at the end of ten years 
should be free to make her own choice. Good sense 
had not been wholly washed away by the bloodshed at 
Musselburgh, and voices were heard to say that this 
offer was a reasonable one.^ But exasperation and the 
hope of revenge were overwhelmingly predominant. 
The queen-mother, Mary of Guise, bold, resolute, and 
skilful, appeared in person in the convention. The 
Duchy of Chatelherault was bestowed on the ^^^ ^^ 
Regent Arran, with a pension of twelve Si^°the^ 
thousand franks ; and money was freely used **^» 
in other quarters. The opposition was silenced, and 
the intended bride of the Dauphin, that there might be 
no room left for a second repentance, should be placed 
at once beyond the reach of the English arms. Ville- 
gaignon weighed anchor on the instant, evaded the 
English cruisers who were watching for him at the 
mouth of the Forth, and running round the Orkneys, 
fell back upon the Clyde, took the young queen on 
board at Dumbarton, with her brother Lord Jamea 
Stuart (afterwards known to history as the Regent 

I Acts of the Scottish Parliament, 1548. ^ Buchauan. 
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Munay),.and bore her safely to Brest.^ " So," says 
And Mary Knox, " she was sold to go into France, to 
^g^*^|j^y the end that in her youth she should drink of 
to Paris. ^^^ liquor that should remain with her all 
her lifetime a plague to the realm, and for her own 
final destruction." ^ 

The siege of Haddington was then pressed in form, 
jaiy. The sallies of the garrison were incessant and 

SSdi^to'n destructive. The English commander. Sir 
advances. Jamcs Wilford, won the admiration of the 
French themselves by his gallantry; But the trenches 
were pushed forward day after day. The batteries 
were armed with heavy cannon which would throw 
sixty shot each in twelve hours, — in those times an 
enormous exploit. The walls were breached in many 
places, and the advanced works of the besiegers were 
at last so close to the town that the English could 
reach them with lead balls swung in the hand with 
cords. In this position the siege was turned into a 
blockade. The garrison were short of provisions and 
short of powder, and "for matches" they were "tear- 
ing their shirts into rags." ^ 

When their extremity was known at Berwick, Lord 
Grey collected the Border force in haste, and was pre- 
paring to go to their assistance, when he was stopped 
by an order of Council. The Earl of Shrewsbury 
was to lead an army into Scotland as large as that 
which had won Pinkie Cleugh, and Grey was directed 
ReUefissent *^ confinc himsclf to throwing in suppUes. 
»n**bSmi ^^® instructions may have been more defen- 
5°*'^de^" sible than they appear. Sir Warham St. 
•ipoyed. Lcgor and Captain Wyndham set out from 

1 Galderwood; Buchanan. 

* Knox*8 History of the ReformcUum. * Holinshed. 
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Berwick with two hundred foot, and powder and com* 
missariat waggons. Sir Thomas Palmer and Sir Rob- 
ert Bowes formed their escort with thirteen hundred 
light cavalry: The adventure was desperate, and was 
desperately accomplished. Covered by the charge of 
the horse, St. Leger succeeded in bringing his convey 
within the walls ; but Palmer and Bowes were taken, 
and the entire detachment was annihilated.^ Had- 
dington, however, was saved. Shrewsbury TheEariof 
advanced by forced marches with fifteen ^^^om^ 
thousand men, supported as before by the ^^^^^.^ 
fleet; and d'Essy, doubting whether the *ii« siege- 
Scots could be trusted in a general action, raised the 
siege, and fell back on Edinburgh. The garrison was 
relieved and reinforced, and the superiority of the 
English in the field was again asserted. 

After a display of power, however, Shrewsbury 
could only retire as the Protector had done. Twenty 
miles of Teviotdale were wasted, but this was not to 
conquer Scotland ; and, unless the country could be 
occupied, as well as overrun, no progress was really 
made. Conducted on the present system, the war 
could produce no fi'uits except infinite misery, una- 
vailing bloodshed, and feats of useless gallantry. The 
expilsion or withdrawal of the troops from Haddington 
and other forts which the English held, could be a 
question only of time. Accident, however, gave the 
Protector an unexpected opportunity, had he been able 
to avail himself of it. 

1 So say the Scottish historians, and Holinshed, who took pains to inform 
himself accurately on such points, confirms them. The Protector, however, 
on the 6th of August, wrote to his brother. Lord Seymour, referring to this 
business : " The last evil chance in Scotland was nothing so evil as wai 
first thought; not above three score slain, and the number which is taken 
excepting Mr. Bowes and Mr. Palmer, containeth no man of name nt 
opinion." — if 5. Domestic^ Edward VI. Vol. IV. State Paper Office 
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The English cruisers had threatened the French 
supplies. D'Essy was obliged to forage as he could, 
September, and the army lying inactive about Edin 
fcndthescota burgh, became soon on indifferent terms with 
Sm?. the people. One morning, at the beginning 

of October, a Scot was carrying a gun along a street, 
when a French soldier met him and claimed it. A 
scuffle began, parties formed, swords were drawn, and 
shots fired. The provost and the town-guard coming 
Octobers. ^^ *^® ^pot, took the sido of their country- 
outta^t^^ men; they arrested the soldiers, and were 
fltieeta. carrying them to the Tolbooth, when a cry 

rose for a rescue. Their comrades hurried up; the 
provost, and half a dozen gentlemen were presently 
killed, and the uproar spreading, an English prisoner 
in Edinburgh who witnessed the scene, said, "that 
the French would no sooner espy a Scot, man, woman, 
or child, come out of doors, or put their heads out of 
window, but straightway was marked by an harque- 
bus." ^ The Regent called on d'Essy for explanations, 
and d'Essy, unable to explain, answered with high 
To cure the words. At last hc withdrcw the troops be- 

bad effects ©» , , i i • 

which, the youd the gates, summoned the Rhinegrave to 

French gen- •' , , . ° . 

erai attempts a couucil, and determined, in order to oblit- 

to surprise 

Haddington, eratc the effects of so awkward a business, to 
go the same evening with the whole army to Hadding- 
ton, and carry it by a surprise. 

The city was no sooner cleared of the soldiers than 
the gates were shut behind them, "and the towns- 
men, seeking for such French as were left, were he 
sick or whole, he was no sooner found but forthwith 
ilain and cut in pieces;" "whenever one or two 

1 Thomas Fisher to the Duke of Somerset: Original Letters edited b^ 
Bir H« Ellis, 3d series, Vol. III. p. 292. Compare the account in BucIuuiad. 
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French were found apart, they were killed and thrust 
into holes." ^ All night the murderous revenge con- 
tinued; when, shortly before daybreak, a messenger 
came breathless to the gates, saying that d'Essy had 
taken Haddington, that a few English only survived, 
shut up in an isolated bulwark, who had offered to 
surrender if they might have their lives ; but d'Essy 
had answered they should have no courtesy but death. 
The news put an end to the massacre ; which, if the 
account was true, might produce unpleasant fruits. 
The Regent mounted his horse and rode to the scene 
of the supposed triumph. At Musselburgh the truth 
met him in a long file of carts, laden with dead or 
wounded men. 

D'Essy, reaching Haddington at midnight, had sur- 
prised the garrison in their beds. The sen- Finding th« 
tinels had but time to give the alarm before SS?bed^ 
they were killed ; the watch was driven in mfke'Seir 
and some of the French entered with them, ^ourt^o^t^ 
in the confusion, into the court of the castle. *^"®» 
These, seizing the gates and keeping them open, the 
assailants behind were thronging after them in force, 
when a cannon, loaded with grapeshot, was fired by 
an unknown hand into the thick of the crowd, and 
destroyed a hundred men upon the spot. The check 
gave the English time to collect. While the attacking 
party were still reeling under the effect of the discharge, 
they poured down upon them through a pos- ButtheEng- 
tem. The gun was again charged and fired ; drivTthim** 
the gates were closed, and all who remained ®^*' 
inside were cut down or killed in jumping from the 
battlements. Furious at his failure, d'Essy again led up 
bis troops to the assault ; a kinsman of the Rhinegiave 

I Fisher to the Protector: Original LeUer^^ 3d series, Vol. III. p. 292 
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had been left in the castle-court, and a party of GreP- 
mans fought their way in and carried him off; but the 
whole garrison were by this time under arms. Three 
times the French came up to be driven back with 
And the as- desperate loss ; and at last, with bitter reluc- 
lauit foiu. tance, the leader gave the signal to fall back. 
His enterprise had led to nothing but discomfiture. 
With the morning he learnt, and was compelled to 
bear, the murders at Edinburgh, and to see the Scots 
as much pleased at his defeat as the English them- 
selves. For some days it was expected that the French 
would be attacked and destroyed in their camp,^ and 
they "were in such desperation that they would 
rather adventure to be killed by Englishmen than 
by Scots." 2 

At such a moment either skilful diplomacy or prompt 
action might possibly have restored the influence of 
England ; although, the queen being in France, it was 
not easy to say for what object the Protector was now 
contending. The occasion, however, was allowed to 
The French pass ; and the breach between the Scots and 

comiuftnder , 

is recalled, their alHes was soon healed by the recall of 
feeUngwith d'Essy, the arrival of reinforcements, and a 
restored. scries of Small succcsses, in which both Scots 
and French bore their share, and which restored con- 
fidence and good humour. The English attempted a 
The English landing in Fife, where Lord James Stuart 
^mS^l^ beat them to their ships, with a loss of six 
iSds^*^" hundred men ; the French, with the help of 
^'^' their galleys, took the islands in the Forth 

1 The Scots rejoiceth as much at the overthrow as we do, and it ii 
ipoken in Edinburgh that the Hamiitons will, for their bloodshelding, seek 
ao other amends at the hands of the French but to be revenged with th« 
iword. — Fisher to the Protector: Ellis; Original Letters, Bd serieSiYdl 
III. p. 292. 

I Ibid. 
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which Somerset had fortified, and destroyed several 
hundred more. A series of small fortresses in Teviot- 
dale and the Marches — Roxburgh, Hume Theyiow 
Castle, Fast Castle, and Broughty Craig, fell Teviotdaie. 
one after the other in the winter ; and by the spring of 
1549 Haddington remained the sole visible result to the 
Protector of all his costly efforts, while the object for 
which the war had been undertaken was utterly lost. 

Meanwhile, the quarrel with France had extended. 
An irregular cannonade was kept up between the 
French forts and the new Enghsh works at Boulogne, 
The BouUonnaise had been invaded ; there' had been 
skirmishes and loss of Kfe. Villegaignon's ^„g„gt. 
galleys, after landing Mary Stuart at Brest, ^ue^'*^^ 
had roamed about the Channel, preying upon chS^Ji^anS 
English merchant-ships;^ and while peace E^fiihm«^ 
still continued in name, the French court chantmen. 
professed an insolent confidence that the Protector 
durst not resent their violation of it. He shrunk, it 
was true, from declaring war ; but England as well as 
France could play at the game of marauding hostility. 
Convoys of provisions were passing continually between 
Brest and Leith, and a French fishing-fleet fi"om Ice^ 
land and Newfoundland was looked for in the fall of 
the year. The " Adventurers of the West," the sea- 
going inhabitants of the ports of Devonshire and Corn- 
wall, were informed that the Channel was much 
troubled with pirates, and that they would serve their 
country by clearing the seas of them. Private hints 
were added, that they might construe their The Advent. 

, , , •/ o nrers of the 

mstructions liberally; but that whatever west are 

ftllowed to 

French prizes were brought in should be kept retaUate, 

1 The Protector to the Admiral: J^S, Domestic, Edward VI. Vol. IV 
Stftto Paper Office. 
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for a time undisposed of, till it was ascertained whether 
the Court of Paris " would redress the harms done on 
their side." ^ 

The Admiralty order came out on the 11th of 
August. Sir Richard Greenfield, Sir William Denys, 
Sir Hugh Trevanion, and Sir William Godolphin were 
commissioned to superintend the Adventurers' proceed- 
septomber ings ; and on the 7th September, John Green- 
progress. field. Sir Richard's son or brother, reported 
progress from Foy. He had himself been upon a 
cruise, and had waylaid, taken, sunk, or driven on 
shore an indefinite number of French trading-vessels ; 
he had brought ten prizes into Foy and Plymouth ; he 
had obtained information of three hundred sail going 
to Bordeaux for wine for the army in Scotland ; and 
" the western men," he said, " were so expert " in their 
business, '^ that he did not doubt they would give a 
good account of the whole of them." About the same 
time sixteen transports returning from Scotland were 
attacked by two English ships at the mouth of a French 
harbour, and four were taken and carried off.^ 

England had thus drifted into the realities of war 
with France. It would not be through the skill of her 
ruler if war did not follow with the Empire also, if the 
Pope did not succeed at last in launching against her 
the united force of the Catholic powers. Happily, the 
disintegrating elements were strong enough at that 
time, as before and after, to prevent a combination 
which, if accomplished, would have changed the fortunes 
of the Reformation. 

After the fatal battle of Muhlberg, the Landgrave 

1 Privy Council to the Admiral: M8. Domestic^ Edward VI. Vol. IV 
State Paper Office. 
^ Lord Russell to the Admiral: Ibid. 
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of Hesse bad relinquished a contest which for the time 
was hopeless ; and, trusting to the promises The i*na- 
of the Emperor and the guarantees of Duke iiease sur- 
Maurice, that his personal liberties should not the Emperor. 
be taken from him, presented himself in the Imperial 
camp. Charles condescending, if the story was true, 
to an ignoble evasion,^ commanded his arrest ; the two 
princes who had so long defied him were in his power, 
and, triumphant at last, he summoned the ^^jetia 
Diet to meet at Augsburg. Carrying his ^"^Jtg 
prisoners with him, he arrived there himself ^thednd 
in July, and the long exiled priests followed *^ v^^^^- 
in flights in the rear of his armies. The cathedral was 
forthwith purified of heresy by a second consecration, 
and bishops preached there day after day on the long 
insulted mysteries of the faith. 

The Diet, densely attended, opened on the 1st of 
September. Charles briefly reminded the assembly of 
his long efforts to compose the quarrels of Germany 
peaceably; he had been driven at last, he said, to 
another remedy, and God had given him success. 
Religion had been the cause of the turmoil. A council, 
as they had themselves told him again and again, was 
the only instrument by which it could be composed. 
The bishops, of the Catholic States, therefore, would 
petition the Pope to send back the fugitives to Trent ; 
and on the Pope's compliance, the Lutheran princes — 
Duke Maurice, the Elector Palatine, the Duke of 
Wirtemburg, and the rest — should promise obedience 
to the decisions of that council, whatever they might 
be. Meanwhile, he would reorganize the Imperial 

1 The play upon the words Hnig and evng. The Emperor said he had 
promised that the Landgrave should not be imprisoned fat life, — not that 
he should not be imprisoned at all. 
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chamber ; he would hear, and determine questions of 
confiscated Church property in person ; and while the 
Diet proceeded, he would permit no parties or separate 
conferences. 

He was master of the situation, and for the time 
could insist on compliance ; Duke Maurice, after an 
ineffectual attempt to make conditions, agreed to 
submit ; and the petition to the Holy See was drawn, 
probably by the Emperor himself, and despatched. 
The German The bishops Were made to say that they had 
tition the loug desirecl to see a general council meet in 
store the Germany ; after years of delay a place had 
Trent. at last becu selected, which virtually was 

more Italian than German. While the war continued 
they could not safely repair thither, and now, when 
peace was reestablished, the council had been broken 
up. They entreated that it might assemble again. 
If his Holiness consented, he would give peace to 
Europe and to the Church ; if he refused, they would 
not answer for the consequences.^ 

The language was impatient and almost menacing. 
The French Never siuce his accession had Paul III. yielded 
trpoTto to entreaty, and the council, the action of 
'^*- which at Trent might be uncertain, was in 

his own dominions safe, convenient, and manageable. 
It was a view of things which the French, during the 
summer, had studiously humoured, and a diflSculty was 
evidently looked for. Moreover, Paul was not only 
the chief prelate of Catholic Christendom, but he had 
children in a more earthly sense for whom he had the 
affection of an earthly father. He had dismembered 
the States of the Church for a favourite child, whom 
he had invested with the Duchies of Parma and Pia* 

1 Sleidan. 
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oenza. Louis Famese had distinguished his adminis* 
tration by atrocities unusual even in an Italian The Pope»i 
despot, and had just been murdered by his Fariieie.of 
subjects. The conspirators had placed them- murdered. 
selves under the protection of the Emperor ; ami 
Gonzaga, governor of Milan, who was be- October 
lieved to have been in the secret of the S^iS 
assassination, sent troops to Piacenza, and a^SSttoi 
prevented the indignant Pope from revenging ^®^* 
his son's death. 

The wound was but a few weeks old when the peti- 
tion of the German bishops arrived at Rome, The petition 
On the 9th of December it was presented in man clergy 
the Consistory ; and Mendoza, Charles's am- at Rome, 
bassador, declared that he was instructed, if the demand 
was refused, to record his protest against the session at 
Bologna as illegal. The same day (it cannot be con- 
sidered an accident) the Archbishop of Rheims arrived 
from Paris. Henry IL, who had long seen in the 
Italian question the germs of a fresh war, resented the 
occupation of Piacenza as deeply as the Pope. He, 
too, dreaded the restoration of the Council of Trent. 
Charles, master of Germany, with the great council of 
Christendom sitting within his dominions, and under 
his virtual sovereignty, would become too strong foi 
him to cope with.^ The French prelate arrived oppor- 
tunely to present the homage of France at the papa] 
throne. His sovereign, the archbishop said, would 
have come in person to rest his eyes on the august 
countenance of the Holy Father, had not his presence 
been required at home ; but he was sent to offer in his 
master's name the whole power of France against all 

1 PallATidno. 
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who secretly or openlj conspired against the indepen- 
dence of the Papacy. 

Thus supported, Paul determined to defy the Em- 
it iaw- peror. He told Mendoza that he would sub- 
SefetSjrs ™^^ *^® petition to the fathers at Bologna, 
fct Bologna, ^YiQ would bc in no haste to condemn their 

own actions. Cardinal del Monte, the legate and pres- 
ident, replied for them that the removal from Trent 
had been the act of a majority, and was therefore legal. 
Who make If they worc to return, their Spanish breth- 
coffions. ren, who had remained behind, must first 
submissively rejoin them ; they must have a promise 
further that no secular power should interfere with 
their freedom of debate ; that the Lutherans should 
submit without reserve ; and, finally, that they should 
be at liberty to leave Trent again, should it seem at 
any time desirable to them. 

The unpromising reply was transmitted to Charles, 
January. ^^^ ^"^c moro he despatched a protest both 
mak'iflTMt *o Bologna and to Rome. He had done his 
move the ^^^^ ^^^ ^^® Catholic rcligiou, he said, and 
Pope. ^jjg prelates of the council had done their 

worst. The Germans had promised to acknowledge 
them if they sate anywhere but in Italy. In the papal 
dominions their assembly was an illusion and a pre- 
tence. For the last time he insisted that they should 
return to Trent, or on them would rest the guilt of the 
misfortunes which they were dragging down upon 
Christendom. The fathers replied, like themselves, 
that they were met in the name of the Holy Ghost, 
that the Emperor was the son of the Church, not the 
master of it, and that secular magistrates must not 
The Pope dictate to the ministers of Christ. The Pope, 
•qotroeates, equally determined, shielded himself behind 
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tquivocation, and affected to hold out hopes of af* 
rangement ; but his insincerity was transparent ; ^ and 
Charles, exasperated and desperate, determined to as- 
same for a time the power which Henry YIII. had 
claimed for the sovereign authority in every state 
and country. A free council might ultimately meet* 
Meanwhile, and until that happy consumma- ^^^ chariM 
tion, a scheme of doctrine, known as the ^SJ^*' 
Interim, was composed and submitted to rep- "^*«*»»-" 
resentatives of the different parties, and was finally, on 
the 15th of May, laid before the Diet. 

The Catholic faith was asserted, but in " ambigu- 
ous formularies," which would leave the conscience 
free while they seemed to bind it.^ On points where 
evasion was impossible, such as the restitution of 
Church property, the marriage of the clergy, and com- 
munion in both kinds at the eucharist, the first of 
these critical questions was untouched; in the two 
oilier points the Protestant innovations were con- 
demned in words and were tolerated in fact. 

At Rome the intrusion of the secular power upon sa- 
cred ground appeared but as the confirmation The court 
of the dread which the extreme Catholics agitated. 
had long affected to feel, — that Charles would at last 
imitate the usurpations of his uncle of England. A 
copy of the Interim was sent to the Pope for approval. 
The Pope replied by requiring the instant restitution 
of the abbey lands, the withholding of the cup from 

1 The wiaer Catholics ihonght that Ptol was phy'wg a dangerous game. 
Tha papacy had said one thing and meant another, at an earlier stage of 
the Beformation, not to. their advantage. ^ H^jusmodi lac," says Pallavi- 
doo, '* a fiUlaci spe propinatam quandoque acrios acescit in stomacho mag- 
Bornm Tirorom nbi deludantar, perinde ac fortassis evenerat in divortii 
lUgis Britaonici.** — Bitioria CkmcUn Trid^nUm. 

s Formulis ambigois quas liceret uftriqiie partiom pro i6 sul sstarpnCwf 
— PaUaviciiui. 

VOL. V. 7 
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the laitj, and the separation of the clergy from dieit 
concubines.^ In Germany the scheme was scarcely 
received more favourably. Bucer, whose opinion was 
The Interim pHvately askcd, gave his unequivocal disap- 
JldlSibie"" proval, and accepted an- invitation to Eng- 
Md^tot land, whither Peter Martyr had gone before 
**"*• him. Duke Maurice, with the majority of 

the Protestant princes, acquiesced for themselves, but 
with tacit or avowed reluctance. When they called 
upon their subjects to follow their example, it was with 
hesitating lips and a dislike or contempt which they 
hardly cared to^jconceal.^ 

The imprisoned Duke of Saxony possessed the influ- 
ence which would enable Charles to carry his pointy 
and freedom, favour, and power were held out to him 

1 Dici vix potest quantum animornm motum excitaverit libelli Interim 
promulgatio. Etenim priori aspectn creditum plemmque est arrogatan 
ribi fuisse a Gsesare auctoritatem in rebus fidei. — Pallavicino. 

3 The Bishop of Westminster and Sir Philip Hoby, who were at Augs- 
burg during the Diet, reported the general feeling with much distinctness. 
In a letter dated the 22d of May the Bishop wrote: — 

'* As the Emperor is earnestly bent to have the Interim kept, so I hear 
divers places and cities be not content therewith. Duke Maurice says that, 
for his own person, he is content to keep it; but because he has so often 
promised his subjects to suffer them to observe their religion that they now 
be in, he cannot compel them to the observance of the Interim, so he re- 
maineth perplexed." Albert of Brandenburg, he added, bad refhsed. — 
M8. Gtrmamyy bundle 1, State Paper Office. 

On the 9th of July Sir Philip Hoby wrote: — 

" The Duke of Wirtemburg, having received the Interim, with com- 
mandment to see it take place and be observed throughout his country^ !t 
is reported that he did not make any countenance to disobey the Emper- 
or's will herein, but received his commission very reverendly. Shortly, 
after suffering the Interim to go about, and the Emperor's Commissioners 
appointed for that purpose to set it forth as it liked them, suddenly, without 
any mention made of the Interim, or, as though he thought nothing there- 
of, as I hear say he is a man somewhat merry conceited when he list, he 
caused proclamation to be made in his country, that each person for eveiy 
tmie they heard mass should pay unto him eight ducats of gold. He for- 
bade not the mass to be said, but would have the hearers pay him thii 
tribute.** — Hoby to the Protector: CoUm. MSB, TUui, B. 9. 
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through Grranvelle, as the reward of compliance. John 
Frederick answered, with a noble simplicity, The Em- 
that *^he was in the Emperor's power; his tamptsto 
Majesty might do with him, and use his Fx«deriek 
carcase as it liked him, he neither could nor effect. 
would resist his pleasure therein ; but he humbly be 
•ought his Majesty that he would not press him to grant 
this thing, which, he said, being against the word and 
law of God, he would not agree unto though he were 
to die for it." i 

The Free Towns were less obedient than the princes. 
Magdeburg sent an open refusal ; Constance refused 
almost as peremptorily ; Strasburg sent a protest : and 
when Granvelle threatened, the Strasburg deputies 
said that a man's body might be burnt, but a burnt 
body was better than a damned soul. 

In a worldly sense the Protestants would have been 
more prudent had they taken the Emperor at his word. 
The Interim was in theory as liberal as the scheme of 
belief as yet established in England. In practice it 
was even more liberal, for the marriage of the clergy, 
though censured, was not forbidden. In formulas of 
doctrine, as in all mechanical contrivances, looseness 
of construction becomes looser in the use ; and a con 
siderable liberty of opinion might have established 
itself under the shelter of the Interim. But the Ger- 
mans, more spiritual than the EugUsh, were less toler- 
ant of compromise. They had parted with the sub- 
stance of Romanism, they would not be haunted with 
the shadow of it. In the midst of the agitation the 
Diet was dissolved. The army at least would be obe- 
dient; and if the people would not accept J^^j^ 
what was offered them in a lax spirit, they J^SJ^""^ 
should be compelled to accept it in a harsh one* 
1 Hobr to &e Proteetort Coitofu MSS, 7l(tt^U. t. 
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Wherever Charles's hand could reach, diocesan syv^ 
ifow- ods were reestablished. The ecclesiastioal 

Osthoiie die- courts wcre revived, and the schools werQ 
puniBhes placed exclusively under the priests. Tb<9 
exick. Lutheran clergy were advised^ to send their 

wives from them, or they might suffer for it ; and the 
supreme courts of the Empire were reorganized as the 
Catholics desired. John Frederick was punished for 
his refiisal with petty persecution ; ^ and as a reply 
Spanish to the iusolencc of Constance, three thou* 
^Viit sand Spanish troops sprang suddenly upon 
iSa^'" the town. They were driven back after a 
desperate conflict. But Constance was pli^^ed under 
the ban of the Empire, and compelled at last to yield, 
and Charles prepared to force his pleasure on Straa* 
burg and Magdeburg. He believed himself irresistr 
ible, and those who wished best to the opposition had 
faint hopes that it would succeed. But for the pres- 
ent, at all events, his hands were full. With Germany 
to bend or to break, with Italy unsettled, the Pope 

1 ** The Emperor was much moved with his answer. Three hundred 
Spaniards more than the accustomed band were commanded towards tht 
duke's lodging. T^ey went to the duke, and showed him the "^w^pa^s 
pleasure was, seeing he so obstinately refused to grant his requests, tl^at 
the order which was first prescribed at his takhig should now be straightiy 
observed, and no more gentleness and courtesy shewed unto him, seeiog it 
could so little prevail. And forthwith they caused all the daggs and ot]\«r 
weapons that the duke*s servants had then in the house to be soaght out 
and sent away; and whereas the duke had then about him above seven^ 
tervants, they sent them all away saving twenty-seven. Granvelle i^ 
f^t from him his preacher, whom he threatened with fire if he hasted not 
Ibrth of the country. His cooks and other officers were also commanded, 
spon pain of burning, th^ should not prepare or dress for him any meft 
upon Fridays, Saturdays, or other fasting days commanded by the Boqiia 
CSiurch. In this straightness remaineth the duke now, wherewith he 
MMueth to be so little moved as there can be none alteration perceivod in 
him, either by word or countenance; but is even now as meny and 
content to the outer shew as he was at any time of his most prosperitg^.** 
Hol»y to the Protectoor: Cotton. M88, TUus, B. 2. 
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impracticable, and France again threatening a Euro- 
pean war, he had no leisure to interfere with Th« sm- 
England. On this side at least, the Protector baqr «• 
had nothing to fear; and the quarrel with sngiand. 
France and the war with Scotland being not enough 
to occupy him, he could proceed with the Reformation 
of religion. 

An act of parliament had forbade irreverent speak- 
ing of the sacrament. The sacrament^ however, was 
the real point on which the minds of men were work- 
ing most passionately ; and as the government had re- 
solved upon permitting or introducing an innovation 
upon the Catholic doctrine, it was desirable to famil- 
krize the country with the prospect of change. A gen- 
eral order had prohibited all preaching except Lieenaed 
Ujuder a licence from the government; and a S^ek^ 
set of noisy declaimers, avant couriers, as they sngL^ 
called themselves, of the crown, first to cry for ^^ th^ 
reform while reform was in the ascendant, first "^'*°*®°*- 
to fly or apostatize in time of danger, made the circuit 
of the towns and parishes, exempted from the opera- 
tion of the statute. The sacrament of the altar waa 
called the sacrament of the halter. Hocus-pocus, the 
modem conjuror's catchword, was the jesting corrup- 
tion of the ^^hoc est corpus^^ in the canon of the mass 
With pleasantry of this kind, acting as an additional 
stimulant on the visitation, the preachers provoked » 
rising; in Cornwall in the summer of 1548, Agown- 

o ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ment com- 

and a royal commissioner, named William ■^'Ip^^^HL 
Body, was murdered in a church. But a oomw»u. 
priest, who had been concerned in it, was hanged and 
foartered in Smithfield;^ twenty-eight other person* 
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were put to death in different parts of the country ; * 
and the riot was appeased. The malcontents were 
chiefly among the people. Spoliation and reformation 
were going hand in hand ; the nobles and gentlemen 
were well contented for the time to overthrow, bind, 
and strip the haughty Church which had trampled on 
them for centuries ; and they let pass, not without 
remonstrance, but without determined opposition, the 
outrages upon the creed which in the recoil of feeling 
would provoke so fearful a retribution*^ Among the 
Protestant leading Protestant theolo&rians Lutheranism 

cpinion in ® ° 

^land was mcltiug gradually away. Cranmer, of 
from Lu- whose backwardness the letters of the ultra 

theran to 

Genevan. party,' during the first year of Edward's 
reign, contain abundant complaints, was yielding to 
the arguments of Ridley. Latimer, who cared com- 
paratively little for doctrinal questions, whose concep- 
tion of the Reformation was not so much an improve- 
ment of speculative theory, as a practical return to 
obedience and the fear of God, was more difficult to 
move than Cranmer; but he, too, was giving way. 
An attempt was to be made in the next parliament 
for an effective and authoritative change. 

^ Stow says, ** other of the priests* society.** I conclude twenty-nine tc 
hare suffered in all, as I find a note among the Cotton. MSS, of a pardon 
Mnt by the council into Cornwall for all persons concerned in the death of 
Body excepting that number. — CoUon, M88. Titus, B. 2. 

''i Sir Philip Hobv put into the mouth of the German Protestants th# 
opinions of himself and of his order. " Of our proceedings in England,** 
he says, ** are sundry discourses made here. The Protestants have good 
hope, and pray earnestly that the King's Majesty, being warned by the late 
ruin of Germany, [which] happened by the bishops* continuance in their 
princely and lordly estates, will take order for the redress thereof in his 
dominions, and appoint unto the good bishops an honest and competent 
Hying sufficient for their maintenance, taking from them the rest of their 
worldly possessions and dignities, thereby to avoid the vain glory tliat 
letteth them sincerely to do their office.*' — M8. Harleian, 523. 

* EpiiioibB Tigurina, Anno 1547. 
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Somerset himself meanwhile found an adviser in 
Calvin. The great Genevan, knoMring much ?!!!i?^|^ 
of religion and little of the English disposi- Fiot«otoc. 
tion, laid his views before the Protector in a notice* 
able letter, written in 1548. 

" As I understand, my Lord," wrote Calvin, " you 
have two kinds of mutineers against the king He adriBM 

11 - , , ® - ° thatAn»- 

and the estates oi the realm ; the one are baptists and 
fantastical people, who under colour of the should aukt 
gospel would set all to confusion ; the others death, 
are stubborn people in the superstition of the Anti- 
christ of Rome. These altogether do deserve to be 
well punished by the sword, seeing they do conspire 
against the king and against God, who had set him in 
the royal seat." 

For the general organization of the Church, he rec- 
ommended that a body of doctrines should He recom- 
be drawn up, which all prelates and curates body of 
should be sworn to follow, — a catechism or catechiwn, 

pp. • 1 1 *nd a form 

common form ot instruction to be taught to of prayer, 
children; and to prevent eccentricities, "a certain 
form written " to which the clergy should be " re- 
strained" in public prayer and in the administratico 
of the sacraments. 

But these things would be ineffective without meas- 
ures for "the reformation of the bastard ThePro- 
Christendom of the Pope." And here the J^'ST* 
especkl rock to be avoided was moderation. J|JJ2^7mod. 
Of all things, entreated Calvin, let there be "*****°- 
no moderation : it is the bane of genuine improve- 
ment. "We see," he continued, (and here spoke the 
teacher of John Knox,) " we see how the seed of lies 
is fertile, and there needeth but one grain to fill the 
world." " It will be said that we must tolerate oof 
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neighbour's weakness, that great changes are not easQy 
to be borne. That were to be suffered in worldly 
affairs where it is lawful for the one to give place to 
the other, and to give over his right, thereby to re- 
deem peace ; but it is not like in the spiritual rule of 
Toleration Christ — there we have nothing to do but to 
of religion obcy God. Wc must hold by the maxim 
mitted. that the Reformation of his Church is a 
work of his hands ; wherefore in this matter men must 
let themselves be governed by Him. In reforming His 
Church or in keeping it, He will proceed in a wondeiw 
fill fashion unknown to men ; wherefore to restrain to 
the measure of our understandings the Reformation 
which ought to be godly, and to subdue to the earth 
and the world that that is heavenly, is to no pur- 
pose." - 

Lastly, the discipline of the law must be extended 
SteSted ^^^ crimes against society to sin against God. 
aaorimes. " Thcfts, fightings, cxtortious, are sharply 
punished," he said, "because that men thereby are 
offended, and the meantime whoredoms, adulteries, 
and drunkenness are suffered as things lawful or of 
very little importance. That the honour of God be 
mindful unto you, punish the crime whereof men are 
not wont to make any great matter." ^ 

The concluding exhortation was not likely to receive 
much attention from an English statesman, least of all 
from one who had little austerity about him, as the 
Duke of Somerset ; but the rest of the letter indicated 
the course into which he had been already persuaded. 
It was essential to his success that, either by argument 
or intimidation, he should bring over to his side a 

1 CalTin to the Protector: MS, ZhmetiiCj Edward VI. Vol V. 15IS. 
The tnuislation is, I think, in the handwriting of Cmnmtr. 
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Bugority oS the bishops, and Grardiner was the first to 
be taken in hand. By a general pardon ex- The PfotM- 
tended to all crimes except treason and fel- ^'obedi^Mf 
ony, with which the last session of Parliament S*wiJ5h5a. 
had concluded, the Bishop of Winchester ^i^vS^ 
had been released from the Fleet, and had p"*"*'*"* 
returned to his diocese. Here he had been chiefly 
occupied in opposing the itinerant preachers ; ^' he did 
occupy the pulpit himself, not fearing to warn the 
people to beware of those godly persons whom the 
king did send." ^ Their fanatical appeals were en* 
dangering the public peace, and in self-protection he 
had been obliged to arm his household.^ The gov- 
ernment themselves were compelled, in the Thegorern 
course of the summer, to silence " the godly JJJJ^^ 
persons " as a nuisance too intolerable to be S^^^J^ 
borne.* But the bishop's interference made p~««^«*- 
an opportunity for again calling him to question. He 
was sent for to London in May, where being Junlntato 
too unwell to ride, he was carried in a horse- SSmteSon, 
litter. The Protector told him that his atti- ^^'gf" 

1 Priiey Coumil Becords, Edward VI. MS. 

3 Th« Privy Council Hecord says: "He had caused all his servants to 
ba secretly armed and harnessed." The Protector, in a circular to tht 
foreign ambassadors, inflames the charge against him into treaion. " To 
wkhitand such as he thought to have been sent from v<, he had caused hit 
servants to be armed and harnessed." But it is incredible that he contem- 
plated an armed resistance to the government He denied it himself em- 
phatically. 

* " Eis highness is advertised that certain of the said preachers so 
licensed, not regarding such good admonitions as hath been given unto 
them, hath abused the said authority of preaching, and behaved them- 
selves irreverendly and without good order in the said preachings, whereby 
much contention and disorder might arise and ensue in his Majesty*! 
realm.*' " All manner of persons," therefore, whoever they might be, 
were forbidden " to preach in open audience in the pulpit or otherwise,** 
till further orders. — Proclamation for the Inhibition of Preachers, Septonr 
b«r 88, 1548; Fuller*! Church JSistory. 
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tude was unsatisfactory ; and when he protested that 
he had done nothing but what as a loyal subject he 
He is re- was entitled to do, he was required to state 
preach a his ooinions publicly in a sermon before the 

■ennoo on 11 r 

the pointB of court, ou the royal supremacy, on the sup- 
er the day. pression of the religious houses, the removal 
of chantries, candles, ashes, palms, holy bread, and 
beads, on auricular confession, processions, the use of 
common prayer in English, and the validity of changes 
made in the king's minority. He promised obedience 
in general terms. A few days after, William Cecil, 
the Protector's secretary,^ waited on him with more 

1 This being the first occasion on which I have had to mention Cecil, 
some account may be useful as to who and what he was. David Cecil, hia 
grandfather, alderman of Stamford, had a son Richard, who went to Lon- 
don, and found service at the court, becoming yeoman of the wardrobe to 
Henry VIII. Being a good servant, he grew in favour; he was made at 
last constable of Warwick Castle, and on the dissolution of the monasteries 
received a grant from the King, of Stamford Priory and other property in 
Northamptonshire. The wife of thid Richard was daughter and heiress of 
William Heckington, of Bourne, by whom he had three daughters — Mar- 
garet, married to Robert Carr, of Stamford; Elizabeth, married to Sir 
Thomas Wingfield, of Upton ; Anne, married to Thomas White, of Not- 
tingham — and one son, William, the statesman known to history, bom on 
the 13th of September, 1520. William Cecil was at school first at Gran- 
tham, afterwards at Stamford ; from whence, at the age of fifteen, he went 
to St. John's at Cambridge, where his academic course — Greek lectures, 
sophistry lectures, &c. — was successfully 'accomplished, and where he 
made the acquaintance of Sir John Cheke, whose sister Mary he married. 
At Cambridge he was present at the terrible and never-to-be-forgotten 
battle between Cheke and Gardiner on the pronunciation of the Greek 
epsilon, which convulsed the academic world; and thence, in 1541, he re- 
moved to Gray's Inn, and became a law student. Mary Cheke dying, he 
married a second time, in 1545, Mildred, daughter of Sir Anthony Oooke. 
of Gyddes Hall, eldest of five sisters. Anne, the second of whom, became 
the wife of Nicholas Bacon, and mother of Francis ; Katherine, the third, 
married Sir Henry Killegrew. Elizabeth married, first. Sir Thomas Hoby, 
and afterwards Lord Russell. The youngest, less distinguished in her p(^ 
terity, married a Sir Ralph Rowlet 

William Cecil, introduced at court by his fkther, was patronized by 
heniy, who gave him the reversion of a place in the Common Pleas; and 
It Heniy's death, at the age of twenty-seven, he became secretary of tht 
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qpiecific instractions, and with a schedule of detaQed 
opinions, which he was reqmred to maintain. 

To this Gardiner answered promptly, that he would 
not ^^ maintain another man's device." ^'It was a 
marvellous unreasonable matter, touching his honour 
and conscience." The duke then sent for him, and 
produced a lawyer's opinion, showing " what ^he p,^. 
a king might lawfully command a bishop to JSJ^iJSJ** 
do," and he was himself, he said, in the place whShlSli 
of a king. Gardiner answered that he knew ^ m»»nt*»n- 
the law of England : ^^ no law could enjoin him to say 
as his opinion what was not his opinion ; " and, although 
the duke told him ^' he should do that or He reftuM 
worse," he refiised distinctly to bind himself himaeit 
to the schedule, and retired, saying merely that he 
trusted his sermon would be satisfactory. It was to be 
delivered on the 29th of June, the feast of St. Peter 
and St. Paul. On the 27th Cecil came to him again, 
with the duke's " advice," that he should not speak of 
the sacrament. He asked for something more definite. 
Cecil said he was not to speak of transubstantiation. 
" You do not know what transubstantiation is," he 
answered ; ^* the mass, as I understand it, is the foun- 
dation of religion. The ancient faith in this matter is 
still the law of the land, and I shall speak what I think, 
if I am to be hanged when I leave the pulpit. I wish 
the Protector would leave religion to the clergy, and 
cease to meddle with it." 

The reply to this was a letter the next day from 
Somerset, interdicting Gardiner positively fit)m touch- 

Oake of Somerset, whom he attended to Masselboigh, where the name of 
Oedl was nearly broaght to an abrupt conclasion by a Scotch cannon-balL 
In this capacity of private secretary to the Protector we see him now, being 
Iwenfy-eighl years old. 
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ing the subject. It was his dutj-, the Protector consid" 
^fgaumtx ered, ^^ to bring the people from ignorance 
BS^m to knowledge ; and where there was a con- 
r^ sent among the bishops and learned men in 
*'*^*'**- a truth," he declared that "he would not 
suffer the Bishop of Winchester, or a few others, to 
dissuade the rest/*^ 

So the question stood between them when the seiw 
The Bishop mon was delivered. It is extant ; and unless 
but preaches bj tono and gcsturc tlie preacher contrived 
Bermon, to throw a meaning into it beyond the seem- 
ing intention of the words, it is hard to imagine a com- 
position less calculated to give offence. It was such a 

1 The authorities for the treatment of Gardiner are a long series of let- 
ters and papers, printed in the latest edition of Foxe's Martyrt^ Vol. YI. 
The Protector^S concluding letter of the 28th of June is printed also in 
Burnet's Cofkctanea. I must allow myself to add one more extract from 
Gardiner's general letters of protest. The real feeling among the laity, 
he saw plaialy, was not against the doctrines of the Chureb, but i^ain^ 
the prelates and against ecclesiastical domination. Changes in doctrine, 
though nominally by the king's authority, would assuredly, when the king 
came of age, be called in question again, and if the bishops wore weak 
enough to encourage such changes, it would only be made fresh matter of 
accusation against them. 

" When our Sovereign Lord cometh to bis perfect age,** said Gardiner, 
" God will veveal what shall be necessary for the governing of bis peoplt 
in religion; and if anything be done in the meantime, having so just • 
cause, he might use a marvellous speech. 

** The bishops, it may then be said, when they had oar Sovereign Lcrd 
XI minority, fiishioned the matter as they listed; and then some young 
Vian that would have a piece of the bishops' lands shall say — The beastly 
bishops have always done so, and when they can no longer naaintain tboir 
pleasures of rule and superiority, then they take another way and let that 
go, and for the time they be here, spend that they have, eat you and 
drink you what they list, with edatmu et bibarmu crcu moriemur. If we 
ftUege for ear defence ^ the strength of Giod*8 trath ' and * the plftinn^sfl of 
Scripture,' with * the word of the Lord,' and many gay terms, the King's 
Majesty will not be abused with such a vain answer, and this is a politic 
Qonsideration. The doings in this realm hitherto have never done'tho 
bishop of Rome so much displeasure as the alteration in religion daring tte 
King's Majesty's minority shall serve for bis purpose." — Gkudiner t» tiM 
Pfoleotor: Foxe, Vol. VL 
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seraion as a moderate High Church English difma 
might preach ftt the present day, with applause even 
frcun evangelicals. The suppression of the chanting, 
communion in both kinds, the abolition of images, the 
royal supremacy, were severally touched and approved. 
The sacrament was spoken of, but only as the late act 
of parliament spoke of it, as a mystery, not to be spoken 
of with open irreverence. As a matter of opinion, the 
preacher said, that he '^ misliked that priests who had 
vowed chastity should marry and openly avow it," but 
in this he said nothing more than a subsequent act of 
parliament said, by which the marriages of priests were 
legalized. 

It required some ingenuity to construe such a sermon 
into sedition ; but Gardiner was inconven- wwchta 
iently able ; it was desirable to £:et rid of him : seditioiu, 

X t • 1 1 . i/» 1 and the 

ana havmg been himself a persecutor, he was w»iiop i» 
held fidr game. The day following. Sir Ralph Tower. 
Sadler and Sir Anthony Wingfield waited upon him by 
Somerset's order at his house in Southwark, "My 
Lord," said Sadler, " ye preached yesterday obedience, 
but ye did not obey yourself; " Wingfield touched him 
on the shoulder, and told him that he must come to the 
Tower ; and thither he was at once taken, to remain a 
prisoner till Edward was in his grave.^ 

^ It was not exclusively Somerset's work. He had made himself Fn^ 
lector, and as first in the State, too, he played the first puirt in the transae- 
tion; bat others were pressing him on» among whom it is not easy to dis* 
tribate the responsibility. 

Ob the 14th of June Lord Warwick (Dudley, afterwards Duke of North- 
nmberland), in a letter to Cecil, saysy -^ 

" Being desirous to bear whether my Lord hath proceeded with the arro* 
gant bishop according to his deservings or not, is the chief occasion of my 
writing to you at this time. I did hear that his day to be before my Lord's 
Oiaee and the Council was appointed at Easter-day; but if it had been so, 
I suppose it would have been more spoken of; but I rather fear that hia 
wiliness, with the persnasioiia of some of his dear firiends and 
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Thus delivered from Gardiner, the Reformers couM 
proceed with the preparation of their measures for the 
meeting of parliament. The Protector meanwhile, as 
the counterpart of his zeal for the truth, took occasion 
in another direction to insult what he considered super- 
Th«Protec- stitiou. His Scotch victorv had been re- 

ftOF OOllfiCtS _^ 

property, Warded with fresh grants of lands. The 
extent of church property, estates, prebends, promotions, 
which he had annexed, in one form or other, cannot 
safely be conjectured ; ^ but his fortune being princely, 
And polls he began to build a palace for himself where 
ehuTchefl, the modem Somerset House now stands, and 

ftnd builds , • , • -g-r 1111 • 1 

a palace. retains his name. He pulled down a parish 
church to make room for it ; and to provide materials 
he blew up with gunpowder a new and exceedingly 
beautiful chapel, lately built by the last Prior of the 
Knights of St. John. Part of St. Paul's churchyard 
was desecrated at the same time. " The charnel- 
house and the chapel " were turned into dwelling- 
houses and shops, and the tombs and monuments were 
pulled down, and the bones buried in the fields.^ 

The work, however, which parliament would have 
to undertake, on its assembling, would not be exclu- 
sively religious. It has been mentioned that parallel to 
The disBoiu- the rclificious Reformation, social chang^es of 
daiismand vast importance were silently keeping pace 
iwoiution with it. In the break-up of feudal ideas, the 
relations of landowners to their property and thoir 

assured brethren, shall be the cause that the fox shall yet again deceive 
he lion." — M8. Domestic, Edward VI. State Paper Office, Vol. IV. 

1 I have seen it stated in some loose schedale among the State Papers^ 
to which I have no reference, at ten thousand pounds a year; but no offi* 
rial account, so far as I can make out, was ever completed. Part the Duke 
was obliged to surrender in the following year. But his remaining fortone 
enabled him to keep a retinue of two hundred servants. 

* Stow*s Annaitf Stow*s Survey qf London ; ChromcU of the Ore/if Frian, 
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tenants were passing through a revolution ; and be- 
tween the gentlemen and the small farmers and yeomen 
and labourers were large differences of opinion as to 
their respective rights. The high price of wool and the 
comparative cheapness of sheep farming, con- The Moai- 
tinued to tempt the landlords to throw their of &rms 
plough lands into grass, to amalgamate farms, peopi« out 
and turn the people who were thrown out of me^* °^' 
employment adrifl to shift for themselves. The com- 
mons at the same time were being largely The en. 
enclosed, forests turned into parks, and public the commoB 
pastures hedged round and appropriated, pitrethtm 
Under the late reign these tendencies had m^ns'of 
with great difficulty been held partially in then^WM. 
check ; but on the death of Henry they acquired new 
force and activity. The enclosing, especially, was 
carried forward with a disregard of all rights and in 
terests, except those of the proprietors. 

Periods of revolution bring out and develop ex- 
traordinary characters ; they produce saints and heroes, 
and they produce also fanatics, and fools, and villains ; 
but they are unfavourable to the action of average con- 
scientious men, and to the application of the plain prin- 
ciples of right and wrong to every-day life. Common 
men at such times see all things changing round them, 
— institutions falling to ruin, religious truth no longer 
an awful and undisputed reality, but an opinion shifting 
(rom hour to hour ; and the}'- are apt to think that, 
after all, interest is the best object for which to live, 
and that iif the general scramble those are the wisest 
who best take care of themselves. Thus, fi'om arbi- 
trary selfishness on one side, and discontent rapidly 
growing on the other, the condition of the country dis- 
tficts in England was becoming critical. The yeomen. 
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driven from tlieir holdings, were unable to find employ^ 
ment elsewhere. The loss of the common latida took 
ne,^ from many of the poor their best means of 
Hi subsistence ; while Cn was rising to &mine 
Md^^£^ prices from the diminished breadth of land 
isgeneni. ^mdcr the plough, and with com, all other 
articles of daily consumption. Unhappily, two causes 
were operating to produce the rise of prices, and the 
people and many educated persons believed that the 
landlords were responsible, not only for half the blame, 
but for the whole of it. 

Instead of restoring the silver currency, the Pro- 
The eonency tcctor, as has bccu sccu, had yielded to the 
r.^;:^^ temptation to raise supplies from the same 
SLfT" source for the Scottish wars; and from the 
mints at York, Southwark, Canterbury, and the Tower, 
fresh and fresh streams of base money had been poured 
into circulation. The sums fAr which the government 
were responsible formed but a fraction of the mischief. 
Sir William Sharington first of all, controller of the 
mint at Bristol, who had been directed, when the other 
mints were busy, to keep his own inactive, made an 
Andpritmto Opportunity of the prohibition. The inhab* 
luSJl^^ itants of the Somersetshire villages made 
«°^p^- away surreptitiously with their church plate. 
Sharington became the general purchaser, and threw 
it upon the country in testons, or bad shillings, in 
which four ounces of pure metal were mixed with 
eight of alloy. The profit he kept to himself, and his 
accounts he falsified. How much bad money he had 
coined he could not tell, but he admitted to have 
gained at least four thousand pounds.^ The possession 
of a mint made Sharingtcm the first in the field, but 

1 Siugipgtoo*g Examinationg and CanfaMJonft: printed in the flwt nAam 
ii liM BwrUigk Paptn. 
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naturally in a Ettle while the entire carren«sj was 
infected. The pure coin was bought up, and coining 
establishments were set at work in France and Flan- 
ders and in remote comers of Europe. Ba'd and good 
moner could not coexist together, and the The bad 
good disappeared. The Protector was con- ontUMgotd, 
Bcious at last of the nature of what was going forward. 
In the spring of 1548, a proclamation was issued that 
the teston should be current only till the following 
December, and that up to that time it would be re>^ 
ceived at the mints and paid for at its nominal value. 
But this only increased the speed of the coiners, and 
the magnitude of the evil was already too much for a 
treasury exhausted by war. Meantime the money 
theorists, three centuries before their time, distracted 
him with their tempting speculations. •* Why And v^irMm 
should money cause the dearth ? " men said. f»y «»* 

TTTi 111* 1 1 • • inh«rent 

**Why should it not be taken as it is pro- v»inei8Bo» 
claimed ? " What if it were copper ? what » onmncy. 
if it were lead ? what if it were leather ? Is it not all 
one, seeing it is for none other use but exchange ? *' * 
" If money was plenty, all things would be plenty ; the 
greater the abundance of money, the greater the abun- 
dance of everything. Three parts of the realm out of 
four were the better for the multiplication." * 

' Shp JaflMB Crofts to the Priry ConncU: Irith MBS, Edward VI. V6L 
III. State Paper Office. Crofts felt the fallacy, and laboured with such 
light as be possessed to see through it ** ExperieBce," he said, ** teacheth 
the contraiy. Though it be alleged that moneys be but as we esteem them, 
it foUoweth not therefore that we should esteem anything otherwise than 
reason would we did esteem it; for if ^we would use lead to make armour 
or edge tools, our labour was in yain. If we should use iroB to make our 
mon^, k would not serve for that purpose, but would rust, canker, break, 
and be filthy, whero silver and gold metals, moro precious and of mora 
■orereign virtues, are clean in handling, fkir in sight, not noisome in savour, 
most durable against fire, water, air, and earth, and therefore most meeleil 
to make treasure thereof.** 

* See a remarkable series of papers by William Thomas, clerk of t!M 

TOL. V. 8 
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Among the causes of the general distress, the &cilitf 
Tbe stofee of with which Somerset allowed himself to be 
par£*oBtaM persuaded against his better judgment by 
^cM, ^ arguments such as these, must hold a con- 
siderable place ; yet, after all deductions, it remains 
certain that the absorption of the small farms, the 
enclosure system, and the increase of grazing farms 
had assumed proportions mischievous and dangerous. 
Leases as they fell in could not obtain renewal ; the 
But the ai' copyholdcr whose &rm had been held by his 
the&rming forefathers so long that custom seemed to 
tribnted, havo made it his own, found his fines or his 
rent quadrupled, or himself without alternative ex- 
polled. The act against the pulling down farm-houses 
had been evaded by the repair of a room which might 
be occupied by a shepherd ; a single furrow would be 
driven across a meadow of a hundred acres, to prove 
that it was still under the plough. The great cattle 
owners, to escape the sheep statutes, held their stock 
*And the ^ ^^^ namcs of their sons or servants ; the 
rSSflre * highways and the villages were covered in 
a ffSning '^^ couscquence with forlorn and outcast famihes, 
population. ^Qyy reduced to beggary, who had been the 
occupiers of comfortable holdings ; and thousands of 
dispossessed tenants made their way to London, clam- 
ouring in the midst of their starving children at the 

council to Edward VI. CoUon, 3i88, Ve^aatkm, D. 18, some of which hav« 
been printed in the fourth volume of Strype's Memorials. Thomas, who 
had defended the first depreciation of Heniy Till, as long as the coin was 
not alloyed below the Continental level, was now urgent for a reformation. 
He disdained the ** irivole reasons '* of the theorists, and declared that, io 
spite of the present apparent gain the revenue and the rents of the crown 
estate must be received in the recognised currency, and the crown itself 
would be among the heaviest suffbrers, '* unless his Majesty' purchase fami 
withal." 
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doors of the courts of law for redress which they cotild 
not obtam.^ 

Between the popular preachers and the upper classes, 
who were indulging in these oppressions, there may 
have been for the most part a tolerable understanding. 
The Catholic priests in the better days which were 
past, as the Protestant clergy in the better days which 
were coming, had said alike to rich and poor, by your 
actions you shall be judged. Keep the command- 
ments, do justice and love mercy, or God will damn you. 
The unfortunate persons who for the sins of England 
were its present teachers, said. You caniiot keep the 
commandments : that has been done for you ; believe 
a certain speculative theory, and avoid the errors of 
Popery. It was a view of things convenient to men 
who were indulging in avarice and tyranny. The 
world at all times has liked nothing better than a re- 
ligion which provides it with a substitute for obedience. 
But, as there would have been no Reformation at all, 
had Reformation meant no more than a change from a 
superstition of ceremonies to a superstition of words 
and opinions, so those who were sincere and upright 
among the Reformers, — men like Cranmer, Latimer, 
Becon, Bradford, or Lever, to whom God and duty 

V I For antborities, see Becon*8 Jewel of Joy ; Discoaree of Bernard Gil- 
pin, printed in Str3rpe*s MemoriaU ; Instructions to the Commisisioners of 
Enclosures, Ibid. ; Address of Mr. Hales, Ibid. ; and a Draft of an Act of 
Parliament presented to the House of Commons in 1548, M8» Domettie, 
Edward VI. State Paper Office. The suffering of the innocent was a 
^shield for the vagabond. Lever, the preacher, exclaims, ^^Oh, merciM 
Lord, what a number of poor, feeble, blind, halt, lame, sickly — yea, with 
idle vagabonds and dissembling caitiffs mixed with them — lie and creep 
begging in the miry streets of London and Westminster. It is the coramcm 
custom with covetous landlords to let their housing so decay, that the 
■Sumers shall be &in for small regard or coin to give up their leases, that 
they, taking the ground into their own hands, may turn all into pastureit 
80 now old fathers, poor widows, and young children lie begging in tlw 
■InetB.** — Sermon of Lever, printed in Strype*8 MemoridU. 
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were of more importance than ^^ schemes of ialvtr 
tion,**^ whose opinions, indeed, followed with the 
stream, but who looked to life and practice for the 
fruit of opinions ; -^ such men, I say, saw with sorrow 
laiim*,). and perplexity that ii.<?rease of light had not 
SitS^tS* brought with it increase of probity, that, as 
Sfttwic&ia. truth spread, charity and justice languished. 
u^hAs '^ In times past," said Latimer, speaking from 
^^of his own recollection, "men were ftill of pity 
wkkedneas. ^^j compassiou ; but uow there is no pity ; for 

in London their brother shall die in the streets for cold, 
he shall lie sick at the door between stock and stock 
— I cannot tell what to call it — and then perish for 
hunger. In times past, when any rich man died in 
London, they were wont to help the scholars at the 
universities with exhibitions. When any man died, 
they would bequeath great sums of money towards the 
relief of the poor. When I was a scholar at Cam- 
bridge myself, I knew many that had relief of the rich 
men in London ; but now I can hear no such good 
report, and yet I enquire of it and hearken for it« 
Charity is waxen cold ; none helpeth the scholar nor 
yet the poor ; now that the knowledge of Grod's Word 
is brought to Ught, and many earnestly study and 
labour to set it forth, now almost no man helpeth to 
maintain them." * While the country was in the dark* 
ness of superstition, landowners and merchants were 
generous, the people prosperous, the necessaries of life 
abundant and cheap. The light of the gospel had 

^ For which they were despised or lamented orer by the advanced 
Liberals. ** Cantuarensis,** writes Traheron to Bollinger, ** nescio qnomodo 
ita se gerit nt vulgus noetmm non multum illi tribuat. Latimems, tametai 
son liquide perspiciat, sBquior est Lnthero vel etiam Buoero; altins enim 
tfOMxa csteri introspidt, nt est ingenio plane divine : sed est cnnctabnndns 
■i agre rannnciat opinioiij semel imbibitto.*' — EpiOola Tigunmrnt p SU. 

t Sermon of the Plongb pp. 84, W: Latiqier*i Serwwng, 
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oome in, and with it selfishness, oppression, and mis- 
erj." That was the appearance which Elngland pre* 
sented to the eyes of Latimer, and it was not for him 
to sit still and bear it. 

For eight years silent, he was now again about to 
enter on the fiery conrse which earned him the name 
of the Apostle of Britain. He would meddle no more 
with bishoprics ; his mission was to speak and to 
teach: and in the spring of 1548 he com- lAdnmr 
menced a course of sermons in London, on K^jiSow. 
the crying evils of the age, at PauFs Cross. 

'* God," he said, " in this world had two swords, — 
the temporal sword was in the hands of kings, the 
3piritual sword in the hands of ministers and preach- 
ers, who spoke as sitting in Moses' chair ; " therefore, 
if kings, statesmen, councillors, magistrates, or any 
others did amiss, it was the preacher's business to cor- 
rect them. Sketching first the duty of a king, how, 
sitting in that high place, he was bound to be an ex- 
ample of piety, chastity, justice, and self-restraint, the 
preacher Aen went on to " the monstrous and porten- 
tous dearth made by man." 

" You landlords," he said, " you rent-raisers, I may 
wy you step-lords, you have for your posses- 5* JJJ^gJJ 
sions too much. That that heretofi)re went ©n the etu 

ef their 

for 20 or 40 pounds by the year, which is an dotogs. 
honest portion to be had gratis in one lordship of 
another man's sweat and labour, now is let for 50 or 
100 pounds by the year ; and thus is caused such 
dearth that poor men which live of their labour cannot 
with the sweat of their faces have a living. I tell you, 
my lords and masters, this is not for the king's hon- 
our. It is to the king's honour that his subjects be led 
m tni€> religion. It is to the king's honour that the 
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commonwealtli be advanced, that the dearth be pro* 
vided for, and the commodities of this reahn so em- 
ployed, as it may be to the setting of his subjects at 
work and keeping them from idleness. If the king's 
honour, as some men say, standeth in the multitude of 
people, then these graziers, enclosers, rent-raisers, ar« 
hinderers of the king's hononr; for whereas have 
been a great many householders and inhabitants, there 
Thfiyare is now but a shephord and his dog. My 
Bngiish lords and masters, such proceedings do m- 
•laves, tend plainly to make of the yeomanry sla- 
very.^ The enhancing and rearing goes all to your 
private commodity and wealth. Ye had a single too 
much, and now ye have double too much ; but let the 
preacher preach till his tongue be worn to the stump, 
Being nothing is amended. This one thing I will 

instigated tell vou ; from whom it Cometh I know, even 
deTii. from the devil. I know his intent in it. If 



1 According to Scoiy, Bishop of Bochester, the extent of land thrown 
out of cultivation was two acres in three. " To trust," he says, *' to have at 
much upon one acre as was wont to grow upon three — for I think that th« 
tillage is not now above that rate, if it be so much — is but a vain expeeU^ 
tion. A great number of the people are so pined and famished by reasMi 
of the great scarci^ and dearth that the great sheep masters have brought 
into this noble realm, that they are become more like the slavery $iid 
peasantry of France than the ancient and godly yeomanry of England.** 
— Scory to the King: Strype, Vol. IV. p. 488. 

The difficulty was not merely that the prices of food rose, and that wages 
remained stationary, for wages as little obeyed acts of parliament as food 
obeyed it. " Merchants have enhanced their ware,'* says King Edward, is 
a remarkable State Paper as written by so young a boy; ^'fkrmers have 
enhanced their comf and cattle, labourers their wages, artificers the price of 
their workmanship, &c.** The genuine English nobleman and gentleman 
he said, were the only persons in the commonwealth who *' had not ex- 
ercised the gain of living,** but were contented with their old rents. Th« 
mischief had been done by ** the farming gentlemen and clerking knights,*' 
the middle classes, '^ the capitalists who had bought land and were making 
a trade of It.** — King £dward*s BemainB: Discourse on the RrfcrmafUn f/ 
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he bring it to pass that the yeomanry be not able to 
put their sons to school, — as, indeed, the universities 
do wondronsly decay already, — and that they be not 
able to marry their daughters, to the avoiding of whore- 
dom, I say ye pluck salvation from the people, and 
utterly destroy the realm ; for by the yeomen's sons 
the fidth of Christ is and hath been maintained 
oliiefly." 1 

Bernard Gilpin,^ of whom Fuller says half plain- 
tively, that "he hated vice more than er- Bernard 
ror," * followed before the court in the same fouowa 
Btram. 

"Look," Gilpin said, "how Lady Avarice has set 
on work altogether. Mighty men, gentle- The rich 
men, and all rich men do rob and spoil the the poor, 
poor, to turn them from their livings and from their 
rights ; and ever the weakest go to the wall ; and 
being thus tormented and put from their rights at 
home, they come to London as to a place where jus- 
tice should be had, and this they can have no ^^^ g^i^ 
more. They are suitors to great men, and can- 2S^*SSr 
not <;ome to their speech. Their servants must '°^**" 
have bribes, and they no small ones ; all love bribes. 
But such as be dainty to hear the poor, let them take 
heed lest God make it strange to them when they shall 
pray. Whoso stoppeth his ear at the crying of the 
poor, he shall cry and not be heard. With what glad 
hearts and clear consciences might noblemen go to 
rest, when they had bestowed the day in hearing 
Christ complain in his members, and in redressing 
their wrongs. But, alas, what lack thereof I Poof' 

1 Sennon of the Plough: Latimer*s Sermons, ^ 

s A nephew of Tnnstall, Bishop of Dorham. 
• Fuller's Worthies, Vol. HI. p. 807 
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people are driven to seek their rights among the law- 
ABdfrom yers, and, as the Prophet Joel saith, what the 
yen, and Caterpillars left, the greedy locusts the lawyers 
•btainit. devour ; they laugh with the money which 
maketh others to weep. The poor are robbed on eveiy 
side, and that of such as have authority ; the robber- 
ies, extortions, and open oppressions of these covetous 
cormorants the gentlemen, have no end nor limits, no 
banks to keep in their vileness. For turning poor men 
out of their holds they take it for no offence, but say 
the land is their own, and they turn them out of their 
shrouds like mice. Thousands in England through 
such, beg now from door to door, who have kept hon- 
Engiish ^^^ houses. Lord, what oppressors, worse 

^^^ than Ahab, are in England, which sell the 
thui Ahab. pQQj. f^j. ^ p^ ^ gjjQgg j jf Q^ should 

serve but three or four as he did Ahab, to make the 
dogs lap the blood of them, their wives, and posterity, 
I think it would cause a great number to beware of 
extortion." 

Could GKlpin and Latimer have looked three centu- 
ries onward, they would have seen the slow action of 
the spirit which they execrated, replacing the ancient 
agricultural system of England by another which ex* 
tracted fourfold produce from the soil ; scattering col- 
onies over the wide earth which were expanding into 
new empires ; covering the ocean with vessels thick 
as the sea-fowl ; converting hamlets into huge towns, 
and into workshops of industry peopled with unim* 
agined millions of men I Being but human, however, 
^like others round them, they could see only what was 
passing under their eyes. They beheld the organiza- 
tion of centuries collapse, the tillers of the earth adrift 
without employment, villages and towns running to 
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waste, landlords careless of all but themselves, turning 
their tenants out upon the world when there were no 
colonies for them to fly to, no expanding manufactures 
offering other openings to labour. A change in the 
relations between the peasantry and the owners of the 
soil, which three hundred years has but just effected, 
with the assistance of an unlimited field for emigration, 
was attempted harshly and unmercifully with no such 
assistance in a 'single generation. Luxury in- Luxury 
creased on one side, with squalor and wretch- b/^t?de 
edness on the other, as its hideous shadow. ®^™^'y 
The value of the produce of the land was greater than 
before, but it was no longer distributed. It fell into 
the hands of the few, and was spent in the The wealth 
purchase of luxuries from abroad ; the Spar- hili'^VtSe 
tan severity of the old manners was ex- *®'^' 
changed for a fantastic and mischievous extravagance.^ 

i ** To behold the vain and foolish light fashions of apparel used among 
as," says Becon, *' is too much wonderful ; I think no realm in the world — 
BO, not among the Turks and Saracens — doth so much in the vanity of 
tlieir apparel as the Englishmen do at this present. Their coat must be 
made after the Italian fashion, their cloak after the use of Spaniards, their 
gown after the manner of the Turks, their cap must be French, their dag- 
ger must be Scottish, with a Venetian tassell of silk. I speak rothing of 
their doublets and hoses, which for the most part are so minced, cut, and 
jagged, that shortly after they become torn and ragged. I leave off also to 
speak of the vanity of certain light-brains, which because nothing should 
want to the setting forth of their fondness, will rather wear a marten chain 
the price of eightpence than they would be unchained. What a monstei 
and a beast of many heads is the Englishman now become. To whom msj 
he be compared worthily but to -^sop's crow, for as the crow decked her- 
self with the feathers of all kinds of birds to make herself beautiful, even 8a 
doth the vain Englishman for the fond apparelling of himself borrow of 
every nation to set himself forth gallant in the eyes of the world. Ho is 
Qot much unlike a monster called chimaera, which hath three heads, one 
like a lion, the other like a goat, the third like a dragon." — Becon's Jewtk 

OfJtHf. 

Under Mary, to make the English more like human beings, a " device ** 
was drawn for an act of apparel, which, however, could not be earned. It 
Mt forth '^ that the ladies and their maids at court did so exceed in apparel* 
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The strictest canons of political economy do not 
give unrestricted scope to the rights of property. The 
State claims an interest in the condition of the people 
which overrides personal privileges. In our own time, 
even with the whole world open for destitution to 
escape into comfort, a poor-rate to the extent, if neces- 
sary, even of temporary confiscation,^ is levied upon 
the land, if those who are born upon it cannot other- 
wise be saved from starvation. At a time when there 
was no organized system of relief, it was absolutely 
necessary to do something, though what should be 
done was more difficult to say. Sir William Paget 
touched the very heart of the matter when he said 

that many of them went so richly arrayed on working days as the Queen's 
Majesty's mother did on holydays; so that it would be wished that no 
lady, knight, nor knight's wife, nor gentlewoman, nor gentleman under the 
degree of a lord, should have but one velvet gown, one damask gown, ono 
satin gown for winter, and the like single gown for summer. Providing 
always that they should have for every one silk gown a gown of felt, or 
russet, or camlet, or worsted, and if they list, garded or welted, so that 
there be not above a yard and a half of velvet, and that they shall use no 
embroidery upon any garde, and that they shall wear some of their gowns 
of cloth, russet, camlet, or worsted three days every week upon pain of ten 
shillings a day." 

A surveyor was to examine ladies' wardrobes from time to time, and 
report upon them, while for gentlemen there was another not less impor- 
tant direction. 

" Provided also for these monstrous breeches commonly used, none under 
the degree of a lord or a baron shall wear any under pain of three pounds a 
day; none to have any stuffing of haire, wool flocks, towe, or other ways; 
and no man of little stature to have a bowe more than a yard and a half in 
the outer side, and the bigger men and the guards two yards, upon pain 
of twenty shillings a day the wearer, and forty shillings the maker of the 
hose." — MS. Domestic, Mary, State Paper Office. 

In a variety of inventories of furniture in gentlemen's country houses in 
the reign of Mary, I find the hangings of beds — not of state beds, but beds 
for common use — to have been of blue, or crimson velvet; the window- 
curtains of satm, and, in fact, everything except the washing apparatus, of 
which there is little or no mention, to have been similarly gorgeous. — M8, 
Ibid. 

1 In many parts of Ireland, during the great famine, the poor-rate 
twenty rhillings in the pound. 
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that there was no religion in England. ^^ Society in 
a realm," he wrote to the Protector, " doth And the ex- 
' consist and is maintained by means or re- appeared to 
ligion and law, and these two or one want- there waa 
ing, farewell all just society, government, left in 
justice. I fear at home is neither. The andnoiiw 
use of the old religion is forbidden, the use of the new 
is not yet printed in the stomachs of eleven of twelve 
parts of the realm." ^ When religion re- when 
vived, the country righted of itself. The revived, 

111 r»-r<Ti 1 prosperity 

ancient healthy tone or iiinghsh custom re- returned, 
turned. The people and the crown united to replace 
the old ways, so far as it was good that they should be 
replaced. The grazing farms were disintegrated. The 
cottages of the peasants had again their own grounds 
attached to them. In twenty years a greater breadth 
of land was under the plough than had been broken 
for a century ; and though prices still rose, and the 
altered spirit of property survived, yet the new order 
of things progressed slowly and moderately, and all 
classes were again prosperous and contented. But 
meanwliile the problem was one which would have 
tried a clearer intellect than belonged to Somerset, 
The ancient loyalty which had attached the yeoman to 
his feudal superior had given place to a deep and vin- 
dictive hatred. The lords, if less guilty per- g^^ ^j^^. 
sonally than others of the landowners, did p^pje**** 
not care to compromise themselves by dan- ^**'^®^ 
gerous interference. The interests of the higher 
classes were combined against the lower, and the 
courts of law were themselves infected. What was to 
be done ? 
Principle and prudence would perhaps have united 

^ Paget to Somerset : MB. Domestic^ Edward YI. State Paper Office 
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to recommend the Protector to set himself an exam* 
pie of abstmence from the pursuit of personal aggran- 
The Pror dizcmeut before he meddled with othei's. As 

toctor might 

hare set an church and chantrv lands fell in, he would 

example _ , *^ , 

which he have done wisely if he had neither kept 

emitted to . i . . 

Mt. them for himself, nor distributed them among 

his adherents; if he had disposed of them as national 
pioperty and applied the proceeds to the restoration of 
the currency. Perhaps he was not wholly responsible for 
having missed seeing what his own and others' interests 
combined to conceal from him. Unhappily for him- 
self, for his fortune and reputation, he chose a course 
for himself, generous in intention, yet rash and danger- 
ous, and deliberately against the opinion of the rest of 
the council. He was constitutionally haughty, and he 
was conscious of a noble and honourable purpose. He 
determined to enforce the statutes ; and as the courts 
of law were tedious and corrupt, to follow the perilous 
counsel of Latimer, who recommended him to follow 
Solomon's example, and hear the causes of the poor 
Paget advis- ^imsclf.^ Paget, to whom he owed the Pro- 
cautiS:^and ^^ctorate, and to whose advice he had prom- 
that^the'"" ^^^^ ^^ Hstcn, wamcd him to be cautious. 
dr^**roa? * ^®^ ^^^ strengthen the hands of the magis- 
°°®- trates, keep order, and prevent breaches of 

the peace. Let him ascertain privately who were the 
greatest offenders against the tillage statutes, send for 
them separately, reason with them, and, if necessary, 
punish them. But, if he valued either his own welfare, 
or the quiet of the kingdom, let him not attempt to in- 
terfere by force ; above all, let him not meddle with the 
courts of law. Somerset, rash, confident, and enthu- 
siastic, told him that he was a Cassandra. He estab* 

1 8ermon§f p. 127 
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lished a Court of Requests in his own house, to receive 
the complaints of those who failed to find justice at 
Westminster ; and on the 1st of June he sent The Proteo- 

tor appoinfai 

out a commission to inquire in all counties acommis- 

, , •*• sion of en- 

into the actual condition of all estates, towns, ciosurea. 
villages, and hamlets, with power to imprison any one 
who should attempt opposition, and to send up to h?jn« 
self the names of those who had broken the law. 

The commissioners were Fulke Greville, Sir Francis 
Russell Lord Bedford's eldest son, John Hales, clerk 
of the Hanaper, and three others. After dwelling in 
their instructions upon the causes of their appointment, 
and the unworthy shifts by which the acts of parliament 
were evaded, " No good man," the Protector said, 
" will use such subtleties ; he will rather abhor them ; 
he will say, I know the laws were intended for the good 
of the State ; men are not gods, and cannot make things 
perfect, therefore I will rather do that they He wiu en- 
meant, although without danger of the law I statutes, and 

. , . , will bring 

might do otherwise, and I will with all my back the 

• , ■. ?5 T 1 Golden Age 

heart do good to my country. " Let the thus. 
commissioners do their duty bravely, and the world 
would be honest again ; the great fines for lands would 
abate, all things would wax cheap ; twenty and thirty 
eggs would again be sold for a penny, as in times past ; the 
poor craftsmen could live and sell their wares at reason- 
able prices ; and the noblemen and gentlemen who had 
not enhanced their rents would be able once more to 
maintain hospitality." " Thus," he concluded, " ye 
will serve God, the king, and the commonwealth. Put 
iiway all fear of any person — landlord, master, or 
other. If you serve God, the king, and the common- 
wealth truly and faithfully — as they be able to defend 
irou against the devil, the world, and private profit, so 
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you may be sure they will suffer no person to do you 
mjury. * 

, The enthusiasm of private individuals urges them to 
enterprises to which their natural strength is unequal ; 
they prove at last the sincerity of their own convictions 
by the sacrifices which they make for their success ; if 
they are mistaken, and their expectations deceive them, 
they injure only themselves. The enthusiasm of states- 
„ ,. , men is less innocent in itself or in its conse- 

BSnthusiasm 

deSrabie*for^ quenccs. The leaders of a suffering nation 
statesmen, cannot with impunity excite hopes of relief 
which they have no means of realizing ; least of all 
when the fulfilment of such hopes depends on the ex- 
ercise of virtues which in themselves they are careless 
of practising. 

The commissioners were received by the people as 
angel messengers. " The Iron world," the country 
villagers exclaimed, " is now at an end, and the Golden 
world is returning." " If the thing go forward," Hales 
wrote to the Protector, "never king had so assured 
subjects as his Grace shall have, nor ever governor 
under a king that had so many men's hearts and good 
The commis- ^^^^^ as your Gracc shall have.' " If there 
ueve^haT ^^ ^^7 ^ay or policy of man to make the 
privlte*ia°'* people receive God's word, it is only this, 
wSlng'to when they see it bringeth forth so good fruit 
an end. ^Yiat mcu scek uot their own wealth, nor their 
private commodity. I do certainly believe in your 
Grace's sayings, that maugre the devil, private profit, 
self-love, money, and such like the devil's instruments, 
it shall go forward, and set such a stay in the body of 
the commonwealth, that all the members shall live in 

1 Instructions of the Protector to the Commissioners of Enclosniwt 
Stiype*s Memorials, Vol. lY. 
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dae temperament and harmony, without one ha ing 
too much, and a great many nothing." ^ 

The report of the commission was sent in, a.id the 
result of it was a petition, to be presented in ^ petition sa 
the coming parliament. The population, the bTiTidiifoM 
petition stated, was diminished, the farmer P»riian'-«i»* 
and labourer were impoverished, villages were de- 
stroyed, towns decayed, and the industrious classes 
throughout England in a condition of unexampled 
suflFering. The occasion was the conduct of the upper 
classes. " Divers of the king's subjects, called to the 
degree of nobles, knights, or gentlemen, not considering 
that God had given them their high rank and The grier. 
place that they might be as shepherds to the J^pie^ar© * 
people, surveyors and overseers to the King's th^^^'a^re 
Grace's subjects, and had given them suffi- tiono/the 
cient provision that without bodily labour ^'^ "™** 
they might live and attend thereto," had forgotten their 
obligations in their pleasures, and supposed that they 
might live for nothing else but to enjoy themselves, or 
make money for themselves. The petition requested, 
therefore, that no person of any degree, in possession 
of land, with more than a hundred marks a year, should 
farm any part of it beyond what his household required ; 
that the great farms should be broken up ; and that the 
act should be enforced which required persons to whom 
abbey lands had fallen by gift or purchase, to " keep an 
honest continual house and household on the same." 
Fii es were demanded in cases of disobedience ; but c n 
the whole the tone of the petition was mod- B«t on the 

■* , whole, the 

crate. The acts of Henry, which were after- demands of 

'' the people 

wards put in force by Elizabeth, extended the are moderate 
penalty in such cases to forfeiture. The present j»eti- 

^ Hales to the Protector: Strype's Memoriahy Vol. IV 
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tioners desired a fine only of ten marks a month for 
such time as the law should be uncomplied with ; half 
to go to the crown, half to be divided between the in- 
former and the poor of the parish which was injured,^ 

Thus on three sides the Protector had provided him- 
self with occupation. He had war with France ani 
Scotland ; he had undertaken a metamorphosis of relig- 
ion ; and he was going to extirpate avarice, selfish- 
ness, and cruelty out of the heart of mankind and 
bring back the Golden Age. A domestic misfortune 
of no inconsiderable magnitude, added to the burden 
of his position. 

Lord Seymour of Sudleye, High Admiral of Eng- 
The history land, resembled his brother in an ambition 
Seymour of which was disproportioucd to his ability, in 
Sudleye. ^^ outward magnificence of carriage, in per- 
sonal courage, address, and general accomplishments. 
There the resemblance ended. The Protector was 
ambitious, that he might do great things for the coun- 
try ; his brother's was the ambition of selfishness : the 
Protector was religious ; " the admiral," said Latimer, 
" was a man furthest from the fear of God that ever 
he knew or heard of in England." ^ The Protector's 
moral life was blameless ; the admiral had seduced and 
deserted at least one innocent woman, who fell into 
crime and was executed.^ The Protector, when unin- 
fluenced by theological antipathies, desired to be just ; 
Lord sey- ^^ admiral was a hard landlord, a tyrannical 
not^agood neighbour, an oppressor of the poor, a man 
owm, Qf whom Latimer had heard so much wick- 

edness that he ever wondered what would be the end 
of him. 

1 MS, Pamestic, Edward VI. Vol. V. State Paper OfBoe. 
3 Latimer's Sermons before King Edward, 
• n>id. 
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Being the king's uncle, having committed no politi- 
cal offence, and having done good service at But he was 
sea during the French war, Lord Seymour Jtirc^°£wv 
had nevertheless those claims to public em- ii^iS?"^ 
ployment which, with men of higji birth and **** ^*"' 
rank, have, at all periods in English history, been 
found suflficient to outweigh moral disqualifications. 
Henry VIII., though he had not named him among 
the executors, had given him a place on the privy 
council, and he was made High Admiral on the acces- 
sion of his nephew. The precedents of English minor- 
ities were, however, in some degree departed from 
in his disfavour. When Henry VI. was a child, the 
Protectorate was separated from the office of guardian 
to the king. Somerset was at once Protector of the 
realm and governor of Edward's person. ' 

Thus the admiral, though raised to the peerage, 
presented with large estates, and with a lu- He was 
crative and honourable office, was dissatisfied made a peer 
with his position ; and, betraying at once the counciuon^ 
measure of his expectations, he required the consent 
of the council to his marriage with the Prin- Being amw- 

. rt /» tious, he de- 
cess Elizabeth, who was then not quite fif- sires to mar- 

. .... ryEUzaheth. 

teen.^ The council knew his disposition too The council 

1111 1 '*®* permit- 

well to listen to such a demand ; but, although ting him, 

directly refused, he would not relinquish hope at once. 

He bribed to his interest a gentleman of the household 

1 ** I told my Lord Admiral in the Park at St. James's, that I heard one 
say that he should have married my Lady Elizabeth. ' Nay,* says he, ' I 
love not to lose my life for a wife. It has been spoken of, but it cannot 
be.' " — Deposition of Katherine Ashley: MS. Domestic^ Edward VL Vol. 
VI. Stote Paper Office. 

The act of Seymour's attainder says that he attempted to marry 
Elizabeth immediately after the death of Heniy, but that ** he was stayed 
by the Lord Protector and other of the council." — 2 and 3 Edward VI 
cap. 17. 

TOL V. 9 
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named Fowler, and desired him to introduce the sub- 
ject to the king. Fowler made an opportunity, and 
asked Edward whom the admiral should marry. Ed- 
ward graciously offered Anne of Cleves; and then, 
after thinking a little, said: "Nay, nay; wot you 
what ? I would he married my sister Mary, to change 
her opinions." ^ Anne of Cleves could in no sense be 
acceptable. A marriage with Mary would have satis- 
fied Seymour's ambition, but her own consent would 
have been unobtainable, and the council would have 
been less wilUng to give him the elder sister than the 
younger. 

He turned his thoughts elsewhere. Between himself 
He marries ^^^ Catherine Parr, last queen of Henry, there 
pSS^pri! had been some incipient love passages while 
^*®'^- she was the widow of Lord Latimer. Not 
choosing to risk a second refusal from the council, and 
undesirous probably that Queen Catherine should know 
that he had looked elsewhere, he made his own imme- 
diate advances in this quarter in private. The queen 
promised to marry him in two years after her late hus- 
band's death ; he successfully pressed her to abridge his 
probation to two months. Her sister, Lady Herbert, was 
the confidant ; ^ and within four months of her widow- 
hood certainly, perhaps within three, she became pri- 
vately his wife. Seymour was admitted occasionally at 
night into the palace at Chelsea, where the queen re- 
sided,^ and the indecorous haste might, possibly, have 

1 Deposition of John Fowler: MS. Domestic, Edward VI. Vol. VI. 
Stats Paper Office. 

3 Wife of Sir William Herbert, afterwards Lord Pembroke. 

8 '* When it shall be your pleasure to repair hither, ye must take some 
pains to come early in the morning, that ye may be gone again by seven 
o*clock, and so I suppose you may come without suspect. I pray you let 
me have knowledge over-night at what hour ye will come, that your por- 
teress may wait at the gate to the fields for you. By her that is and shall 
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added a fresh difficulty in the succession to the crown,^ 
The queen's person being secured, the difficult question 
arose next how the affair should be made public. The 
queen advised that her husband should tell the council 
that he was anxious to marry her, and should ask them 
to use their intercession with her. She would not 
hare him apply particularly to his brother. It would 
be enough to ask the duke once, and his refusal, if he 
refused, " would but make his folly mani- The council 
fest to the world." The king and council pJLsedjbut 
would, no doubt, write to her. If the duke passed over. 
and duchess did not like it, it would be of no con- 
sequence. 

The admiral approved the advice, his only anxiety 
being that if the Protector and the duchess consented, 
"they should not afterwards be able to cast in his 
teeth that by their suit he had obtained his wife." 
The king's letter was managed through Fowler. Ed- 
ward, for the interests of the realm, desired the queen 
to look favourably on the suit of the uncle to whom 
she was already married. Seymour himself asked 
Mary to write ; to whom, however, the suit appeared 
" too strange to meddle with." While the manoeuvre 
was in progress the truth was discovered, and it is 
scarcely matter of wonder that " my Lord Protector 
was much displeased." 2 

Being done, however, the thing was passed over, 

Ve your humble, true, and loving wife." — Catherine Parr to Lord Sey- 
luoiir: Ellis, 1st Series, Vol. II. 

1 *' Tou married the late queen so soon after the late king's death, that if 
•he had conceived straight after, it should have been accounted a great 
doubt whether the child bom should have been accounted the late king's 
or your's, whereby a marvellous danger might have ensued to the quiet 
of the realm." — Articles against Lord Seymour: Privy Council Beoordg^ 
MS. Edward VI. 

t King Sdward's JoumaL 
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and on the breaking out of the Scotch war, to cover 
Jj^sey. unpleasant feelings, the admiral was desired to^ 
command of ^^^ command of the fleet. But he was sul- 
the fleet. igjj^ qj. Jjq Jj^j schemes of his own. He gave 

his place to Clinton, reserving to himself the manage- 
ment of the Admiralty, and he stayed at home, pur- 
suing his ambition or his amusements. Elizabeth, who 
had resided with Queen Catherine, and was ignorant, 
like the queen, of the intentions that he had enter* 
He obtains taiucd towards her, was permitted unaccounta* 

the custody , ■*■ 

of Elizabeth blv to remain at Chelsea Palace after the mar- 

and of Lady *' , 

Jane Grey, rfagc was discovcrcd. The admiral abused 
his opportunities to inflict upon the princess an imper- 
tinent familiarity, and her attendants were scandalized 
at seeing him morning after morning, sometimes alone, 
sometimes accompanied by his wife, lounge into her 
room in his dressing-gown before she had risen. 

Nor was Elizabeth the only lady of rank whose cus- 
tody he took upon himself. Next in succession to his 
own daughters, Henry VIII. had named the daughters 
of his niece, Frances, Marchioness of Dorset. Lady 
Jane Grey, the eldest of three children, was made 
over by her father to Seymour, who promised him that 
she should marry the king ; ^ while over Edward him- 
And gains self hc gained influence by bribing his attend- 

Influence , , ^ ,, .j. ,. ^.,t_ 

oyer the king auts, by sccrctly providmg nim with money, 
Dorset. and suggesting insinuations against the par- 
simony of the Protector in his allowance. He made 
a party at the same time among the Lords and Com- 
mons. The Marquis of Dorset was " so seduced and 
aveugled by the lord admiral, that he promised him 

1 Deposhion of Dorset: Deposition of Sir William Sharington: printed 
by Haynes, Burleigh Papers, Vol. I. Further Depositions of Sir Willi«n 
Aharington: MS. Domestic, Edward VI. Vol. VI. State Paper Office. 
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that, except the Bang's Majesty's person, he would 
spend his life and blood on the lord admiral's part 
agamst all men." ^ 

So passed the time when Somerset was in Scotland. 
The invasion, Seymour told Edward, "had been 
madly undertaken, and was money wasted in vain." 
Wlien the Protector returned in triumph, he whis- 
pered in Edward's ear, " that he was too bashful in 
his own affairs ; why did he not speak to bear rule as 
other kings did ? " ^ As the meeting of the first par- 
uament approached, he complained to various ^e intrigaes 
persons, " that the late king had not intended JSlSJi**an<| 
that there should be a Protector; that there ^^J^.^ 
ought not to be a Protector, or, at least, that ^^"^^ 
if one uncle was regent of the realm, the ®®**' 
other should have the custody of the king's person.'* 
A bill was secretly , drawn to separate the oflSces ; to 
give eflfect to which he wrote a letter, purporting to 
be firom the king to the Houses of Parliament, desiring 
them to favour his uncle the admiral in a suit which 
he was about to bring forward ; and this letter he begged 
Sir John Cheke, who was the king's tutor, to persuade 
Edward to copy out and sign.^ 

Cheke cautiously declined to meddle, and the admi- 
ral then attempted Edward himself. But the And tries tt 
boy was shrewd enough to see that it was no EdTOd^to 
place of his to interfere in such a matter. " If ^*®'^*^- 
the thing was right," he said, " the Lords would allow 
it ; if it was ill, he would not write in it." * Seymour 
therefore determined to depend upon himself. His 
onprincipled selfishness was aggravated into hatred by 

1 Sharington*8 Confession. 

2 Deposition of Edward VI. 

• Deposition of Sir John Cheke : Tytler, Vol. I 

* Deposition of Edward VI. 
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some foolish jealousy between his wife and the Duchcsfl 
of Somerset. He had a claim, or supposed that he had a 
claim, on certain jewels, detained by Somerset as crown 
property, which Queen Catherine asserted to have been 
a gift from Henry to herself. "If I be thus used," he 
said to Dorset and Clinton on their way to West- 
minster, at the opening of the session, " by God's pre- 
cious soul I will make this the blackest parliament that 
ever was in England." He swore that " he could live 
better without the Protector than the Protector with- 
out him." He would " take his fist to the ear " of the 
proudest that should oppose him, with other wild un- 
promising words. 

Such a man was not likely to effect much in parlia- 
ment ; his bill came to nothing ; it was not so much as 
debated: and failing thus, he believed that he might 
He thinks of sccurc the pcrsou of the king as he had se- 
theiSnf,^^ cured his wife, by taking possession of it. 
poss^sionf Lounging one morning into St. James's 
to keep It. Palace, and seeing the gates open and un- 
guarded, he observed to Fowler, " A man might steal 
away the king now, for there came more with me than 
is in all the house besides." For the moment the enter- 
prise was practicable enough, but he was perhaps sus- 
pected, and the palace was better defended for the 
ftiture. 

His wild language, his conversation with the kinfr, 
his general insolent bearing, coupled with his refiiijnl 
to take service with the fleet when called upon, at last 
The councu induccd the council to require him to appear 
to*exp^ before the board and explain himself. He 
He refuses, defied their summons, dared them to imprison 
him, and disobeyed. The Protector could be severe to 
injnstice with Gardiner, with his brother he was un- 
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justly gentle. He permitted him to insult with im- 
punity the authority of the government, he " laboured," 
through " persuasion of friends " " to frame him to 
amendment of his evil." " Considering the age of the 
king," " his subjects not altogether in the best concord 
for religion," and the possibility of " tumult and dan- 
ger," "he thought to bridle him with liber- ^^^thePro- 
ality ; " and therefore allowed him to retain tector grann 

*' ^ ^ him fresA 

the office which he abused, and gave him i*'*^*- 
further " lands to the yearly value of 800Z." ^ 

It was " hire and salary " to persevere in miscon- 
duct. But the admiral wanted discretion to be a suc- 
cessful conspirator. He could not wait for opportunities ; 
his unquiet nature preferred unquiet means. His busi- 
ness at the Admiralty courts had made him ^^ becomes 
acquainted with a class of men who, under ^?h fhe^H- 
various aspects, would play a great part in the JJ^^oVtoe 
coming half century. The improvements in ^^»°o«i» 
navigation which followed the Spanish and Portuguese 
discoveries, the extension of trade, and the increased 
value in the freightage of merchant vessels, had spread 
over the seas an abundance of easy booty. The priva- 
teers, Spanish, French, English, Scotch, and Flemish, 
who in time of war learnt the habits of plunder under 
a show of legality, glided by an easy transition into 
buccaneers whenever peace withdrew from them their 
licenses. The richness of the possible spoils, the dash 
and adventure in the mode of obtaining it, and the 
doubtful relations of the courts of Europe to each other, 
which made the services of such men continually valu- 
able, and secured them the partial connivance of their 
respective governments, combined to disguise the in- 
ferny of a marauding profession. The pirate of to-day 

1 Act of Attainder of Lord Seymour of Sudleye. 
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was the patriot of to-morrow, and fleets of adventuren 
recruited largely from the harbours of Devonshire and 
Cornwall, twenty and thirty sail together, haunted the 
mouth of the Channel, pillaging Spanish gold-ships 
from Panama, French wine-ships from Bordeaux, the 
rich traders from Antwerp or from their own Thames 
'vith great impartiality, and retired, if pursued, among 
the dangerous shoals of Scilly, or the distant creeks 
and coves on the south coast of Ireland.^ 

1 Accounts of these buccaneers are frequent in the Irish State Correspond- 
ence. At the beginning of the reign of Edward VI., proclamations were 
out for the arrest of two famous rovers, named Thomson and Stevenson 
The Mayor of Cork wrote to Dublin that they were lying in the harbour 
there, the country people openly resorting to their ships, and he himself, 
the Mayor, for fear they should burn the town, allowing them to buy what 
they wanted in the market. Another letter from the same place described 
Captain Strangways, another pirate, with thirteen of his men, lounging 
about Cork, the mayor afraid to meddle with them, and some of the party 
busy casting cannon. — Irish MSS. Edward VI. State Paper Office. 

The following letter from Kinsale is an exact transcript: — 

" TO SIR EIXWARD BELLIN6HAM, LORD DEPUTY. 

" Ri^ht Honourable, — After our humble dutyes premyssyd unto your 
good Lordship, pleasyd the same to be advertysyd that we resheweth your 
letter the 13th day of July, and as we persew the tenore, we wyll fulfyll 
your Lordship is comandiment both nyght and day to the uthermost of our 
puere, which is lyttel Gode knowls, for all our men dyed with pestelent 
and we have a wyde empty thowne and few men, and naghty and unstraly 
negboris, which we rest not nyght nor day, buth waget our thowne for ferd 
of the Irysmen abuthe us be lande and be see allsoo. The contre abuthe us 
is in wast, and all the socure that we were wonth to have is be our hawen ; 
buth. naw ys stoppyth from us be Eglis pyraturs, which wolde not suffure 
no wyttell nor socure comys to us, buth tak it within our hawen. And 
now of lathe cam on Richard CoIIe with a Spinache and 18 or 20 men, and 
maryde with Barry Oghe is aunt, and dwellyth in his castell within our 
hawen and our lyberty, and there he remanyd and wold not suffure non 
to cum to the thowne, buthe tak them and spoyl them, whiche is grett 
henderanche to us Gode knowys, and if it lyeth in our puere to mett with 
hem, we knowe not what ys your wyll therein; desyring your honourable 
LordskVp to wrytt us what ys best to do. Wrytten at Kynshall the 15tb 
daj of July, 1548. *^ Your Lordshyps most asuiyd, 

*' The Soffreatn amd Consselll of Ktnshall.'' 

Sympathising readers will be glad to know that these pirates came duly to 
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Complaints came frequently before the Admirally 
Occasionally one of the vessels was taken, the crews 
were handed over to Seymour for justice, and the 
recovered cargoes were set apart to be restored to their 
owners. But the merchants, foreign and Eng- ^^^ 
lish, were exasperated to find that neither {^nto° n" 
were the "goods given back to them nor the derstandmg, 
offenders punished. Ornaments known to have been 
plundered were seen on the persons of the admiral's 
followers. Notorious pirates brought in by the king's 
cruisers were set at liberty by his order ; and suspicions 
went abroad that Lord Seymour was attaching them to 
himself for services on which he might eventually re- 
quire their assistance. He was found to have made a 
purchase of the Scilly Isles, that they might ^"^^^Jjy* 
be tmdisturbed in their favourite haunt ; or isies, their 

general rem 

that, if he failed in his larger schemes, he dezvous. 
might open a new career to himself of revenge and 
pillage as a pirate chieftain.^ 

Money, as usual in such cases, was the great neces- 
sity. The Protector's liberality had been The master 
great ; but the income from landed property, at Bristol 

, 1 • /o • X r o^-L • supplies him 

however large, was msumcient tor the exigen- with money 
cies of a conspiracy ; and he found means of re])lenish- 
ing his exchequer in a more questionable quarter. He 
had come to an understanding with Sharington, the 
master of the Bristol mint. The admiral agreed to 

R becoming end. On the 25th of the same month of July, a large French 
vessel with a hundred hands came into Kinsale harbour. Colle attempted 
to take her, but failed; his crew, if not himself, were taken instead, and 
were disposed of on the yard-arm. 

1 " You had gotten into your hands the strong and dangerous Isles of 
Scilly, where being aided with ships and conspiring at all evil events with 
pirates, you might have a sure and safe refuge if anything for your de* 
merits should be attempted against you.*' — Articles against Lord Se^ 
MS. DametUCf Edward YI. State Paper Office. 
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support Sharington before the council if Sliarington 
were called to answer for his frauds. Sharington would 
coin luoney for the admiral to any extent which the 
latter might require. 

Knowir.g something of these doings, and suspecting 
TheProtoo- uiorc, the Protcctor from time to time re- 
•teitM™n° monstrated, but in language in which the 
^**- supreme magistrate was lost in the brother ; ^ 

the admiral considered the lighted admonition as a 
fresh provocation,^ and thought only of supplanting 
him. 

In the midst of his schemes Queen Catherine was 
August. confined of a daughter, and a few days afler 
SiM^dies**^' died. The admiral's conduct immediately 
JS^pe^ted of caused a belief that " he had holpen her to 
aJJJ?°m?h^* her end ; " 3 and had Queen Catherine been 
^®'' in any way an obstacle to his ambition, he 

would no doubt have rid himself of her with entire un- 
scrupulousness. Men do not murder their wives, how- 
ever, gratuitously ; her husband was losing a splendid 
connexion, with no security that he would exchange it 
for a better ; and his friends, and he himself, if his word 
could be trusted, held his position to be weakened by 
his loss. Catherine, probably, died from her confine- 
ment, but Seymour lost no time in attempting to im- 
prove his misfortune. Elizabeth had been removed 
He again from his housc ; she was now living at Hat- 
ma^^EUzo- ^^^ '^^^^ ^^ establishment of her own, and 
beth. Seymour reverted to his original intention of 

1 See especially a letter of the 1st of September, 1548, printed by Tytler, 
Vol. I. p. 120. 

2 " He told me that my Lord his brother was fallen out with him con- 
cerning the Admiralty, and how his Grace took their part before his. My 
Lord would have my head under his girdle, he said, but I trust we shall dc 
well ecoiigh for all this." — Fowler's Deposition: MS. jDomeHiCf ^wtu^ 
VL State Paper Office. 

* Act of Attainder of Lord Seymour. 
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marrying her. First, however, it was necessary for 
him to keep his hold on Lady Jane Grey. Somerset 
wanted to marry this lady to his own son Lord Hert- 
ford (or so the admiral affected to fear). On the 
queen's death, Lady Dorset naturally considered his 
house no longer a proper residence for her daughter ; 
and if she once left his roof, the Protector, he believed, 
would take possession of her. The father's authority 
was brought in, therefore, to overbear the mother's. 
The admiral had lent Dorset money, and promised 
to lend him more. Lady Jane was allowed to re- 
main. 

This difficulty being disposed of, he turned to Eliz- 
abeth. By free use of money, Seymour ^^ ^^^ 
gained to his interests her governess Mrs. eJn^^aST" 
Ashley, and the steward of her household, ofherhoSj- 
Sir Thomas Parry. His name was kept in- ^°^^* 
cessantly in the ears of the young princess. His mer- 
its, and his feelings towards herself were the perpetual 
theme of conversation; and as a first step she was 
pressed to acknowledge that she would take him for a 
husband, if the council would consent. A girl of six- 
teen might be excused if she had erred when her pro- 
tectors were betraying her, but she refused to say 
anything. She would not admit a question of her own 
feelings till the council had expressed theirs ; least of 
all would she admit Seymour to an interview, though 
he pressed for it with ingenious excuses.^ Yet it is 
uncertain how his suit might have eventually ended. 
His object was to anticipate objections by the same 

1 Those who are curious in such stories may study the details of Sey- 
mour's courtship of Ehzabeth, in the examinations of witnesses, printed 
by Haynes in the first volume of the Burleigh Papers^ and in the s apple- 
mentary collection, in the sixth volume of the Domestic MSS, of tht 
reign of Edward VI., in the State Paper Office. 



140 The Prayer-Book. [Ch.xxv. 

expedient of a secret marriage, which had answered 
before, and Elizabeth's resolution might have yielded 
possibly before the persuasion of her friends,^ had not 
the many-sided schemes of the admiral revealed them- 
selves in time. 

While intriguing with the household at Hatfield, he 
He makes a was preparing for the movement for which 

Darty among . 

tiie lords, the uext session of parliament was to give 
the occasion. The failures in Scotland, and the relig- 
ious discontent which was commencing, had already 
shaken the Protector's authority. Lord Seymour in- 
tended to take his brother's place. He had arranged 
with Sharington for money suflScient to keep ten thou- 
sand men in the field for a month. Dorset was devoted 
to him, and Catherine Parr's brother, Lord Northamp- 
ton, was well inclined .2 He had fortified and pro- 
And estab- visioucd Holt Castle. He had a cannon 
non^ibu^ foundry in the country, and another at South- 
^' wark, where he had thirty workmen in con- 

stant employ, and twenty-four cannon, with thirteen 
tons of shot, ready prepared for immediate service. 

Such was the aspect of England when the first par- 
liament of Edward VI. assembled for its second ses- 
sion on the 24th of November, to sanction the changes 
of creed and ritual which Cranmer was now ready to 
bring forward. The Latin services were to be com- 
Thearch- pletcly and finally superseded by an Eng- 
pr^ared an Hsh Praycr-book, a draft of which was at last 
Prayer-book, in a couditiou to rcccivc the consent of 
the Lords and Commons. The archbishop, " to build 

1 In the tone in which she spoke of him to Mrs. Ashley, a kind of 
regard seemed to be struggling with contempt. ** In love with him," to 
use the language of some historians on the matter, she certainly never WMy 
but it might have come to that with time and opportunity. 

' See tb <i depositions in Haynes. 
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up/* as he said, "a body of doctrine which should 
be agreeable to Scripture," had collected opinions 
from all parts of Europe. He had brought over Peter 
Martyr and Bernard Ochin, and many other Conti- 
nental Reformers, Zuinglians and Lutherans, to assist 
him ; he had entreated the help, either in person or 
by letter, of Melancthon. Extreme views on either 
side had neutralized each other ; and the result of his 
labours was the first imperfect draught of the Book of 
Common Prayer of the present Church of England. 
The magnitude of the innovation can now be with 
difficulty appreciated, when the novelty of the six- 
teenth century has in its turn been consecrated by 
time. Of the strange features of the change the 
strangest was, perhaps, that the official opinion of con- 
vocation was scarcely asked even in form. Parlia- 
ment now discussed the faith of England, and laymen 
decided on the doctrines which the clergy were com- 
pelled to teach. 

The minor business of the session has first to be 
related. The petition presented by the Com- Parliament 
missioners of Enclosures was made the founda- declines to 
tion of an Enclosure Bill, which was rejected the farms. 
summarily by the House of Lords. Mr. Hales per 
severed, and produced a second, which the Lords 
passed ; but on going to the House of Commons, the 
lamb, he said, was in the wolfs custody. It was 
pulled in pieces in committee, and came to nothing. 
A third found a similar fate ; and the Protector had 
succeeded only in raising hopes which he was obliged 
to disappoint.^ The Clergy Marriage Act of the last 
year was brought up again, and discussed in many 
forms. First, it was proposed that laymen having 

1 Strype^s MemoridU of the BeformaHon, pp. 210, 211. 
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wives might be made priests ; then, more vaguely, that 
married men might be priests. At last it was deter- 
The clergy mined simplv to repeal all positive laws en- 

arepenniN n • ^^^ i • • • . 

ted to marry, torcing celibacy, as having given occasion to 
vice. But, in abolishing the prohibition to marry, 
the parliament continued to signify their moral disap- 
proval. " It were better for the estimation of priests," 
they said, "and therefore much to be wished, that 
they would willingly endeavour themselves to a per- 
petual chastity." ^ 

*' Fasting " was next dealt with in a similar spirit 
of compromise. In the light of the new doctrine the 
distinctions between days and meats no longer existed. 
There was, and could be, nothing definitely pleasing 
to God in eating meat or abstaining from it on one day 
more than another ; yet, " due and godly abstinence 
from flesh was a means to virtue, to subdue men's 
Fastingtobe bodics to the soul and spirit." "Bveatins: 

continued t* n ^ ^ n ^ i ^ 5? 

for the ben- 01 hsii much iiesh was saved to the country, 

efitofthe 1 1 r. 1 • i o-tk 

fisheries. and tlic ilshing-trade was the nursery of Eng- 
lish seamen. For these causes, true each in itself, 
however grotesque they appear in combination, Fri- 
days, Saturdays, the eves of saints' days. Ember days, 
and Lent, were ordered to be observed in the usual 
manner, undei: penalties for each offence of a fine of 
ten shillings and ten days' imprisonment.^ It was unde- 
sirable to allow the fishermen to be thrown suddenly out 
of employment till a natural demand had taken the 
place of an artificial one ; it would have been better if, 
in other respects as well as here, ancient customs had 
been allowed to wear themselves out, and to die of disuse. 
But the question of the session was the Prayer- 
book and the Act of Uniformity ; and in the Prayeiv 

1 2 wd 3 Edward VI. cap. 21 a ibid. cap. 19. 
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book the service for the communion. The change of 
substance in the elements at the eucharist, Transubitan. 
the material incorporation of the believers in J^hecwmSun- 
the body of Chnst by the reception of those ***° *«'^*^- 
elements, was and is the essential and central doctrine 
of the Catholic Church. That body when it left tlie 
grave was subject no longer to the ordinary properties 
of matter. It ascended to heaven, that it might fill 
all things. In the sacrament it became flesh of man's 
flesh, and not in metaphor, but in literal truth, was the 
mechanical instrument of man's salvation. So the 
Catholic believed ; so more vaguely, yet not less posi- 
tively, the Lutheran believed. The mystic words 
spoken by the priest in the consecration formed the 
keystone of the arch which joined the visible and the 
invisible worlds ; and round these words and their ac- 
cessories the controversy between Catholic, Lutheran, 
and Zuinglian was now revolving. On the passing 
of the act, in the session of 1547, for communion in 
both kinds, a service had been put out in which the 
Catholic doctrine was maintained substantially intact ; 
but heresy and orthodoxy changed places rapidly, and 
among the reforming clergy Lutheranism was fast dis- 
appearing. On the opinions of Cranmer himself there 
was still uncertainty. 

Though the Act of Uniformity was not brought 
forward till the 7th of January, the book of which the 
act was the sanction must have been laid before the 
Houses at the beginning of the session. " On the 14th 

of December," Bartholomew Traheron wrote The ques- 
tion is de- 

to Bullinger, " a disputation was held on the bated in 

1 . . 1 n ^ T_ i_ 1 *^® Lord*' 

eucharist in tlie presence of almost the whole house. 
nobiUty ; the battle was sharply fought by the bishops , 
Canterbury, contrary to expectation, maintained your 
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opinion (the Swiss) ; truth never obtained a brighter 
victory ; it is all over with the Lutherans." ^ On the 
22d of December John Isham, writing to Sir Edward 
BelHngham, in Ireland, said : — " Blessed be God, all 
things go well forward here in the parliament house, 
for they go directly and clearly to extinguish all Popish 
traditions, and do set forth the true word of God ; and 
goodly orders be already devised to stablish the King's 
Majesty's realm, in divine service to be used in his 
churches. But t^ere is great sticking touching the 
blessed body and blood of Jesus Christ. I trust they 
will conclude well in it, by the help of the Holy 
Ghost, without whom such matters cannot well be 
Cranmer tried. Part of our bishops ^ that have been 
against the most Stiff in Opinion of the reality of his 
pwBence. body, that as He was here on earth, so He 
should be in the bread, now confess and say that they 
were not of that opinion. But yet there is hard hold 
with some to the contrary, who shall relent when it 
pleaseth God." ^ 

The victory, notwithstanding Traheron's auguries, 
The debate ^^^ ^^^^ doubtful ou the 26th of December, 
ttie res^to ^^^ Potor Martyr was in alarm at the vigour 
anoertain. ^nd determination of the Catholics; if the 
6ody of Gardiner were in the Tower, his spirit was 
abroad and powerfiil. " There is so much contention 
About the eucharist," Martyr said, " that every corner 
is full of it ; every day the question is discussed among 
the Lords, with such disputing of bishops as was never 
heard ; the Commons thronging the Lords' galleries to 
near the arguments." * 

1 Traheron to Bullinger: EpiitdkB Tigwinm. 
'^ He means Cranmer. 

> Isham to Bellingham: IrUh M88. Vol. V. Edward VI. State Papw 
Office. 
4 Feter Martyr to fincer: EpUtolm Tiffurinm, 
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Tue nature of the debates can be conjectured only 
firom the result, which, as on the other ques- janaary. 
tions, was a compromise. On the 7th of J^Ss**!?*?** 
January the Act of Uniformity was brought «>»p«>°»** 
into the House of Lords ; on the 15th it was passed ; 
eight bishops, — London, Durham, Norwich, Carlisle, 
Hereford, Worcester, Westminster, and Chichester, — 
the Earl of Derby, Lord Windsor, and Lord Dacres, 
remaining to the last dissentient. These would have 
had no change ; they would have retained the breviary 
and the missal : but neither were the Genevans any 
more successAil on the other side. The first commun- 
ion service was retained, with scarcely an alteration ; 
and the mystery of the eucharist was left untouched ; ^ 
the minister was still uniformly called " a priest " ; 
the communion-table uniformly an altar ; and prayers 
for the dead were retained in the burial service, and in 
the prayer for the church militant. The English 
people were tenacious of their old opinions. TheEn«- 
The ultra-Protestant changes m the Frayer- didncuned 
book of 1562 were followed by a recoil under nite view. 
Mary to the mass, and the ultimate compromise under 
Elizabeth indicated the stationary point at which the 
oscillations of the controversy tended at last to rest. 

In the midst of these grave questions, the attention 
of the government and of parliament was called away 
to the wild doings of Lord Seymour. Misconceiving 
his position, his strength, and his popularity, the ad- 

I Among the directions at the end of the commnnion service in the 
Frayer-book of 1549, the bread was ordered " to be such as had been here- 
tofore accustomed, each of the consecrated breads to be broken into two 
pieces or more, at discretion; ** ** and men," it was said, " must not think 
tois to be receiyed in part than in the whole, but in each of them the whole 
body of Our Saviour Jesus Christ." It was ruled also that " the people 
ihoald reeeiye the sacrament in their months at the priest's hands/' 

TOIi. T. 10 
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mind lia^ scarcely cared any longer k> throw a reL 
over his intentions. The fortunes and prospects of 
EUizabeth and Mary were left by Henry contingent <m 
their marrying with the consent of the council. Sey- 
Lonisej- mour's views upon the former were widely 
^!SmA suspected, and Lord Russell warned him that 
Kri^ont he for one would support in such a matter 
555^2^*°* the will of the late king. But Seymour 
™**'***^ supposed that he could overbear minor diffi- 
culties ; he had DorseJ; and Northampton with him , 
to the Earl of Rutland he talked openly of putting an 
end to the Protectorate ; he had told him that he 
looked for his support in the House of Lords and else- 
where, and advised him to make a party in the coun- 
try, among the yeomen and the firanklins. Trusting 
that Wriotheslev still resented the loss of the chan- 
cellorship, he tried to gain him too by a promise that 
it should be restored. In Wriothesley, however, he 
found himself at once mistaken. ^^ For God's sake, 
my Lord," the ex-chancellor replied to his advances, 
^^take heed what you do; I hear abroad that you 
make a party." " Marry, I would have things bet- 
ter ordered," the admiral said. ^^My Lord," said 
Wriothesley, " beware how you attempt any violence. 
It were better that you had never been bom, yea, that 
you had been burned quick alive than that you should 
His dmnger- attempt it." ^ So much as Wriothesley knew 
iB reported of his proceedings was carried at once to the 
Protector. Protcctor, who replied that the Tower, if 
nothing else, should keep his brother from Elizaleth. 
He is again Lady Jauc Grey, it was insisted, should re- 

reqnirBd to ^ i/»»iti • t •%•% » 

ypeT turn at once to her lamily. In the middle of 
Januaiy fiirther communications were made 

^ Deposition of the Earl of Korthampton. 
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by Rutland, and Seymour once more was called oti 
to appear before the council, and answer for himself. 
But he believed that he might continue to resist with 
impunity. He did not choose to admit the Protector's 
authority, and while he hated him, he presumed upon 
his forbearance. He wrote a letter of excuse, which 
he showed before he sent it to the Earl of Warwick. 

The ambitious Warwick had but little love for the 
Duke of Somerset ; but, if there was to be a change 
in the government, it should not be for the advan- 
tage of another Seymour. The Protector, Warwick 
said, would arrest him ; at least, if he were himself 
the Protector, he would arrest him. " By God's pre- 
cious soul," Seymolir answered, *' whosoever Hethreatena 
lays hands on me to fetch me to prison, I one who 
shall thrust my dagger in him."^ Such a arrest wm. 
state of things could not continue. On the 17th of 
January an order of council was taken for He is sent to 

J^ , the Tower, 

his seizure, and he was committed to the andhisac- 

complioeB 

Tower. The imprisonment of the admiral confess. 
was an intimation of his weakness to his accomplices, 
who made haste to save themselves at his expense. 
Sharington threw himself on the mercy of the govern- 
ment, and made a full confession. The extent of his 
frauds at the mint appeared now to be something like 
40,000?. — that is, he had put into circulation a hun- 
dred thousand pounds in base silver coin. The feeble 
Dorset told of the promise to marry Edward to Lady 
Jane Grey. Katherine Ashley was arrested and ques- 
tioned. Sir Thomas Tyrwhit went down to Hatfield 
to examine Elizabeth. The cannon foundries were 
discovered ; the secret dealings with the pirates ; all 

1 Deposition of the Earl of Warwick: M8. IkmesHCf Edward VI. Vol 
VL 8f <ite Paper Office. 
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the features of a conspiracy, in which personal am* 
bition was unredeemed by the affectation of a public 
object, or by a reasonable prospect of success. 

Evidence of various kinds flowed in through the 
close of January and the greater part of the month 
February, following I Parliament meanwhile passed a 

Parliament t«-ii»ii/» -i ia /•! 

pwiesa subsidy bill for the defence of the country, 
wu. Whatever differences of opinion might exist 

on his policy, Somerset found parliament so far ready 
to support him. The clergy granted an income-tax of 
ten per cent, for three years. The laity gave a shil- 
ling in the pound on their personal property, with a 
poll-tax of eightpence on male subjects above twelve 
years old, and a fiirther duty on sheep and wool; 
*' considering," as they said, "the condition of the 
world," the intrigues of France in Scotland and Ire- 
land, the probability of a combination of the Catholic 
powers under the Pope to put down the Reformation ; 
and " content to leave father, mother, brethren, sisters, 
wives, children, lands, and goods, yea, and this mortal 
life also, rather than deny Christ and forsake his 
word." 1 

The conspiracy being finally unravelled. Sir Wil- 
liam Sharington was then, after a ftiU confession, 
attainted; and on the 23d of February the privy 
council in a body waited on the admiral in the Tower, 
The charges against him, thirty-three in number, were 
1,0^ Sey. read over in his presence, and he was asked 
^iS^^ whether he, on his part, had any defence to 
^JiS^to"' urge. He replied that he would say nothing, 
'■''^* except in open trial. The chancellor ordered 
him to speak on his allegiance. " His resolute answer 
was, that for a reply they should not look for it firom 

1 a and 8 Edward YI. capp. 85, 86. 
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him*'* ^ Possibl/ he trusted to his friends, possibly to 
the divisions in the council, possibly to his brother ; at 
all events, he would not answer. 

Lord Seymour has not failed to receive from histo- 
rians the sympathy which is bestowed so genei*ally on 
political sufferers. He has had the advantage of an 
indignation which assumes, as a rule admitting of but 
few exceptions, that all who have inflicted punishment 
have been tyrants, all who have endured punishment 
have been martyrs. There are many writers whose 
" virtue " it is 

To make him worthy whose offence sabdues him, 
And curse that justice did it. 

Where there has been a trial, they set it aside as of no 
authority ; where there has been an attainder, they ex- 
claim against the want of a trial ; as if the unscrupulous 
abuse of power which could carry an act of parliament 
by intimidation, would not equally have infected a court 
of justice. 

The admiral, refusing to answer or explain " when 
jjeradventure there might have been hopes for him 
either to be found guiltless, or to receive pardon," ^ the 
question arose next, " whether he should be shauheth* 

11 . 1 t /... jbe tried or 

proceeded agamst bv order or lustice and be attaints 
custom of the realm ; or, specially, since par- paruameat? 
liament was sitting, whether parliament should have the 
ordering of the matter." The chancellor and the rest 
of the council gave tlieir opinions one by one The couodi 

declare for 

for an act of attainder ; " lastly, the Protector, attainder. 
declaring how sorrowful a case this was to him, said 
that he did yet rather regard his bounden duty to the 
King's Majesty and the crown of England, than his own 

1 Prtvt CouncU Recordi, Edward VI. MS. 
« IbM*^ 
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son or brother, and did weigh more his allegiance than 
his blood, and therefore he would not resist the Lords' 
request." Edward himself was present on the debate ; 
" we do perceive," the King said, when the Protector 
had spoken, " that there is great things which be ob- 
jected and laid to my Lord Admiral mine uncle, and 
they tend to treason ; we perceive that you require but 
justice to be done ; we think it reasonable, and we will 
that you proceed according to your request." ^ 

" Unjust," exclaimed some among the English public. 
" He should have been allowed to come to his an- 
The opinion swor." " Charitv," replied Latimer, assuredly 

ofLatimer ^ n i 

on the fitness no sycophant of government, to such com- 
eoune. plaiuors, " workoth to say the best of magis- 
trates, and not to stand to the defending of a wicked 
matter. It is a good law for a man to answer for 
himself, reasonable, allowable, and good ; and yet such 
urgent cause there may be, that a man may rightly be 
condemned in his absence. I am provoked of some to 
condemn this law, but I am not able, so that it be used 
rarely, for avoiding disturbances in a commonwealth. 
Surely I would have it done rarely, upon some great 
respect for avoiding tumults and peril. St. Paul was 
allowed to answer for himself. If Lysias the tribune 
had not plucked him away from showing of his matter, 
it had cost him his life. When St. Paul was saved by 
the magistrate, being but a private man, will ye not 
allow that something may be done for saving of the 
magistrate's life ? I, for my part, think not but they 
of the parliament did well. I advise thee, my fellow- 
subject, use thy tongue better, and expound well the 
doings of the magistrate." ^ 

1 Pnvy Omndl Reeordi^ M8% 

* Latimer's Bermotu* 
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Thanks were given to the king for his permission. 
A bill was drawn, and a committee of both Houses liad 
the admiral brought before them, " that neither excuse 
for him, nor information to the parliament, should want, 
if he could or would make any defence." Finding that 
he was not to be tried, he then agreed to Theadmina 

1 mi • • 1 nowoonaenti 

plead. The accusations were again read over, *<> pi<»d- 
and he began his replies. The first charge was, that 
he had endeavoured to gain possession of the king's 
person : he admitted it ; he had looked at precedents, 
he said, and had intended to bring a motion He begim to 
before the House of Lords ; but Sir William stops'short, 
Paget ^^ had made him ashamed of his doings, do more. 
and he had left his labour." He admitted next, that 
he had given money to the king's attendants, and to 
Edward himself; and that he had endeavoured to per- 
suade Edward to write a letter to the parliament to 
change the government. But as the more serious 
charges followed, he gave up his defence; he had 
confessed enough, he said, and he would answer no 
more. 

The next day, the 25th, the bill was brought before 
the Lords. The witnesses repeated their evidence in 
person, and " the judges declared the case to be mani- 
fest treason." It was read a first time on the Biaioh. 
spot, and a second and third time on the two attainder 
days following, without a dissenting voice; G^. 
" the Lord Protector only, for natural pity's sake, de- 
siring licence at the passing of the bill to be away." ^ 
Among the Commons Seymour had a party, and there 
the matter " was much debated and argued." ^ " Hb 
fiiends," Latimer said, "though he were not there 
himself, had liberty to answer for him ; and there were 

1 i*rw^ Council Becords, Edward YI. MS. > Diid. 
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ID the parliament a great many learned men, consdkma* 
ble men, wise men/' On the 5th of March the Hoase 
ThflGom- of Commons desired to hear the evidence 

nons desire 

to have the again, and Southampton, Rutland, Dorset, 
fore them, and Russell appeared to make their deposi- 

And hftTinjf * ••■ 

heard the tions. " The miuds of the lawyers being axed 

«Tidenoe,paM -iti 1991 i 1 1 rn 

thebiUaiBo. and declared, they stated, " that the oifences 
of the Lord Admiral came within the compass of high 
treason ; and when no man was able to say the contrary, 
being divers times provoked thereunto by the Speaker, 
the nether house being marvellous foil, almost to the 
number of four hundred, not more than ten or twelve 
giving their nays thereunto," the bill passed, and five 
days after was sent to the crown, with a request that 
*' justice might have place." 

" And forasmuch as the council did perceive that 
The council the casc was so heavy and lamentable to the 
Site^tS* Lord Protector, if the King's Highness was 
ftSiOTin- so pleased, they said that they would pro- 
**^*"'*^- ceed without further troubling or molesting 
either his Highness or the Lord Protector." ^ 

Somerset would still have interfered ; and it was 
found necessary to prevent an interview between the 
brothers if the sentence was to be executed.* From the 
first he had endeavoured to overcome the admiral's 
jealousy by kmdness. He maintained the same tender- 
ness to the end, while the admiral's last action showed 
that he too was equally unchanged. On the 17th of 
March, the Bishop of Ely brought notice to Seymour 
vo prepare for death. He employed his last days m 

1 Privy OfuncU Beoords, Hi 8, 

fi ** I heard my Lord of Somerset lay, that if his brother had been saf- 
fered to speak with him, he had never saffered, but great persuasion waa 
made to him." —Elizabeth to Queen Mary: Ellis, second series, Vol. II. 
p. 956. 
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writing to Elizabeth and Mary, urging them to con- 
spire against his brother ; that the letters The admini 
might not miss their destination, he concealed prepSIUtioof 
them in the sole of a shoe ; and when before **'^ ******** 
the block, and about to kneel for the stroke of the axe, 
his last words were a charge to his servant to remem- 
ber to deliver them.^ For the rest, cowardice ^^^ ,, 
W1W not among his faults: he died without •»o«*^- 
flinching ; not, it would seem, at the first blow. 

^^ As touching the kind of his death, whether he be 
saved or no," said Latimer, ^^ I refer that to God. In 
the twinkling of an eye He may save a man, and turn 
his heart. What He did I cannot tell. And when a 
man hath two strokes with an axe, who can tell but 
between two strokes he doth repent? It is hard to 
judge. But this I will say, if they will ask me what 
I think of his death, that he died very dangerously, 
irksomely, and horribly. He was a wicked man, and 
the realm is well rid of him." * 

Sharington was pardoned. If there was injustice, it 
was in the mercy to the accomplice, not in the punish- 
ment of the principal offender. Latimer is likely to 
have been a better judge of Seymour's character and 
Seymour's crimes than those who would now impugn 
the sentence upon him. 

1 The words were overheard. The servant was examined, and the let- 
tera were found. They had been written with great ingenuity. ** He mada 
his ink so craftily and with such workmanship as the like has not beao 
leen. He made his pen of the aglet of a point that he plucked fton Idi 
1mm.** — Latimer's Sermonu^ p. 16S* 



164 G-eneral Waste and JExtravaganee. [OB.xxTt 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

FALL OF THE PROTECTOR. 

Notwithstanding the new service-book, Somerset 
could scarcely have been satisfied with the condition 
of the country or with the results of his own adminis- 
tration. Parliament had granted a subsidy ; but a 
subsidy threefold greater would not have extricated 
the treasury from its difficulties. The expenses of the 
General war could be measured and allowed for ; but 

waste and 

•xtrayaganoe the cxpcuses of Universal peculation were 
ministration, infinite, and from the royal palace to the 
police stations on the Tweed all classes of persons in 
public employment were contending with each other 
in the race of plunder and extravagance. The chan- 
try lands, which, if alienated from religious purposes, 
should have been sold for the public debts, were dis- 
appearing into private hands, with small advantage to 
the public exchequer. The expenses of the house- 
increase in hold, which in 1532 were nineteen thousand 
penses of pounds, iu 1549 were more than a bundled 
hold. thousand. Something was due to the rise of 

prices, and much to the currency ; but the first prepon- 
frandB derating cause was in the waste and luxury 
JSSSf "** ^f ^^^ courtiers, and all but universal fraud.^ 
offleerq. ipj^^ captain of infantry on the Northern 

^ The memoranda of the expenses of the hoasehold in the reign of 
Edward YI. were in a manascript in the possession of Strype, who has 
printed extracts from it in the Memorials of the Beformation. Where th« 
auumacript is now I do not know. 
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Border took pay and rations for the (nil number of 
his troop, and hired countrymen on muster-days to 
fill his empty ranks ; his soldiers connived at his dis- 
honesty, while he in turn indulged them in plunder. 
The "labourers, £nin-makers, powder-makers, wagaaof 

I - », ./> /. 111. 1 1 1 ■oldieraand 

bow-makers, artmcers of all kinds employed workmen 
by the government, called in vain for their the goTem- 
wages.^ The garrisons in the forts, on the anear. 
coast, at Calais, and at Boulogne, were in the same 
case. Provisions were supplied them on credit, and 
the government at times paid, or professed to pay, the 
contractors; but the troops were discontented, mu- 
tinous, and disorderly ; their officers had lost control 
over them ; sometimes, for the means of sub- The oaiais 
sistence, they were driven to plunder beyond logne gar- 
the borders of the Calais pale, on the French to plunder 
or Flemish frontier ; and the council had to themMiyes. 
excuse themselves as they could to the Emperor.^ 

Undeterred by his embarrassments, the Protector 
was meditating another invasion of Scotland The Ptoteo- 

• 1 . Ill r^ tor attempts 

m the commg summer, and had sent to Cxer- to raise oer. 
many for fresh levies of mercenaries. The fer another 
Lanzknechts refused to serve, unless in num- Scotland. 
bers large enough to enable them to compel good 
treatment. " If they should go less in number than 
three or four thousand men, they affirmed they should 
be brought to the butcher's stall." *' It was said by 
the evil report of soldiers that had come out of Eng- 
land, that men there were more ordered like beasts 
than Christians, both in the scarcity of victual and 
payment." • 

^ Latimer^s Bermons^ p. 261. 

3 The Council to Sir Philip Hobj: MB, Oermanjfy Edward YI. bnndto i| 
8tate Paper Office. 
• Djrmock to the Council: n>id. 
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The restoration of the currency, which had been 

ft^'^^irmB. *^^^® feebly intended, was again postponed* 
ey it not re- When the time came for the bad coin to be 
i\raih loans Called in, a proclamation was put out instead, 
Fiancteni. ordering that bad coin and good should be 
received at a uniform price ; and coiners and multi- 
pliers were threatened with forfeiture of life, lands, 
and goods ; while Sir William Sharington, who had 
added treason and breach of trust to forgery, was par- 
doned and again employed. The daily supplies for the 
common necessities of the government were provided 
by loans from the Antwerp Jews. The borrowing 
^rommot svstem commeucod by Henry in the war 
barraMment. had ucver ccascd. The government, smce 
Henry's death, had run the usual course of spend- 
thrifts ~ making promises of payment, and when they 
could not keep them, renewing their bills with increas- 
ing interest, and progressing from the open money- 
dealer to the usurious Jew. A Lazarus Tucker and 
an Erasmus Schertz were now the principal feeders of 
the English treasury. When Lazarus would lend no 
more, books were opened with Schertz; and *hen 
Lazarus, ^^ for malice of the other, and for his own 
profit," would untie his purse, and lend again at thir- 
teen per cent., deducting, however, thirteen per cent, 
additional on the exchange, from the condition of the 
The Ptotec- English currency ; while the Protector, on 
duoedto his sido, would pay interest in "kerseys, 
afaifte. ^ * lead, and bell-metal." The lead and bells 
he would take from the churches and chantries ; the 
kerseys, it is to be hoped in charity, he did not pur^ 
chase of the manufacturers in the base coin which they 
were compelled to accept as genuine. Never beforOf 



] French Litrigue$. 16T 



and nerei Bince, has an English government been 
duced to shifts so scandalous.^ 

The relations with France were more dangerous 
than if war had been declared. From many quarters 
the Protector was warned that an attack would be 
made on Boulogne in the summer. The council en- 
treated him to reinforce the garrison, but he ^^^^J*^ 
was busy with his own projects, and shut his ^ «trengfth. 

611 tu6 Boil* 

eyes to the peril. The pirate fleet with which logne garri- 

« 111 1 ^ •on, which h(i 

Seymour had been connected, amounted now negioetotodo. 
to twenty well-armed vessels. The French govern- 
ment gave them the use of their harbours, and the 
English traders were pillaged in revenge for the ex- 
ploits of the privateers. When Flemish ships suifered 
also, the Emperor held the council in London respon* 
sible for the misconduct of its subjects, and the council 
were obUged to appeal to his forbearance and plead 

1 See the Letters of the Council to Mr. Damosell at Antwerp: Fkmden 
M88. Edward VL State Paper Office. The character of the correspond- 
ence may be Judged from such specimens as these: — ^ Forsomnch as th« 
exchange fiiUeth daily so sore, if you can deyise to hai^in with some of 
them to take kerseys or cloths for the money, and devise by what means 
the king might after that sort save the loss of the interest, and such ex- 
change as he doth now sustun, ye should do right well in it, and deserve 
thanks.** 

** When ye write that ye may have money to a 100,000L upon interest, 
we would gladly know whether you could bargain with them, considering 
the fall of the exchange, that they would take payment in cloths and 
kerseys," && &c. 

It ought to be said that the Continental govehiments were takisg up 
money at the same careless rate; but the Continental governments wen 
also careless of tyranny to an extent beyond what the English council could 
venture on. 

^ When ye write," they say, with a sigh of envy, ** of the Emperor taking 
C'tt interest II, 15, or 16 upon the 100, we understand that by Jasper Dou- 
riiy*8 policy and other means he doth so order the matter that of what 
nterest soever he taketh money, he maketh merchants and others then tt 
bear the burden, and so be to him all one. The which we do not tee mm 
b« like to the King*s Miyesty.*" •- Same to Same: MS. Ibid. 
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inability to put the pirates down.^ Seymour^s con* 
spuracy at the same time opened a prospect of creatmg 
concision, by which the French might profit. The 
Paris government believed that such an enterprise, if 
it was real, would not have been ventured, unless 
there had been some secret disafiection more consid- 
erable than had come to light ; and agents were sent 
both to England and to Ireland, if possible, to excite a 
civil war.^ 

The Emperor was struggling with the Interim and 
The Emperor the Bolomia couucil. Yet his hostility was 

18 interested , '^ , *' ^ 

tofenning sustaiued uniformly to the extreme of his 

the qaarrel , , , * , 

between Eng- ability ; to savc his interests in Italy, it was 
i*»noe. his object to keep France occupied, and to 
exasperate, therefore, the English quarrel; and Car- 
Poie warns dinal Polc took the trouble to write a letter 
toat*Se* ^^ Somerset, warning him that, when oppor- 
Sm^tSSjk tunity offered, Charles also would not fail to 
England. ^^^ j|. ^ rcvcnge his own wrongs and the 

wrongs of the Church ; — adding, at the same time, 
that the Catholic powers had not recognised the legiti- 
macy of a prince who had been bom when the king- 

1 ** If the Emperor shall demand satisfaction for the mjuries of his sub- 
jects, you must thereunto reply that these pirates be at the least twenty 
sail now in company together, and among them a great many good soldiers 
and as expert mariners as any be, which being left in despair, will no doubt 
continue their former ill lives, robbing and spoiling as they have done, and 
also of like give ear to the present practices of the French." — Council to 
Sir P. Hoby: MS. Germany, Edward VI. bundle 1, State Paper Office. 

3 They considered, qu'une telle entreprise, sy elle est veritable, n'a pea 
avoir est^ conjurer sans T intelligence de beaucoup de plus grandes, lei 
quelles ne peuvent avoir est^ tons descouverts. Henry sent agents, there- 
fore, afin de mettre de dans le dit Royaulme d'Angleterre s'il estoit possible 
one guerre civile, et les aviser k se venger les uns des autres pour d*aultant 
rendre ses affaires plus faciles, tant du cost^ d'Escosse que de celuy de 
d«ehik — Documents communicated to Sir Thomas Gresham by the Begeiit 
•f the Low Countries: printed by Haynee. 



INUI Chnywfh of Hereby. 169 

dom was under an interdict.^ The money loans at 
Antwerp were contracted in the face of an edict pro- 
hibiting the exportation of bullion from Flanders. The 
dealings with the Jews were contraband ; and a large 
sum, as much, it was said, as 40,0002., was intercepted 
and seized on its way to England by the officers of the 
customs. No provident English statesman could cal- 
culate safely on the maintenance of the treaty with 
the Emperor until England was at peace with France 
and Charles was again at war with it. 

If England was insecure towards the Continent, at 
home things were on the edge of convulsion. The 
Enclosures Commission had excited hopes among the 
people, which parliament had destroyed by refusing to 
consider their petition ; and the fencing and hedging, 
sanctioned by the determination of the House of Com- 
mons, went on more actively than ever. The Catho- 
hcs were irritated and disturbed by the religious dis- 
cussions in parliament, and by the change in the 
services; while even the Protestants were w«d ©pin- 
frightened by the wild opinions which were to'JpSSS'in 
spreading under the shelter of the repeal of ^'«^*- 
the heresy laws. " How dangerously," Hooper wrote 
to Bullinger, " England is afflicted by heresies, God 
only knows. There are some who say the soul of a 
man is no better than the soul of a beast, and is 
mortal and perishable. There are wretches who dare, 
in their conventicles, not only to deny that Christ is 
our Saviour, but to call that blessed Child a mischief 
maker and a deceiver. A great part of the country is 
Popish, and sets at nought Grod and the magistrates. 

I Ck>]Te8pondence between the Dake of Somerset and Cardinal Polti 
M&, IhmetfiCf State Paper Office. 



160 The Hwmowr% and the Schemee [Gh. XXfi. 

The people are oppressed by the tyranny of the no- 
bles ; England is full of misery/' ^ 

The Protector could not blind himself to symptoms 
The Piotee. SO broad as these, but he was bent on going 
ritabie^ and his owu wav, and the obstacles which he en- 
Advice. He Countered made mm impatient of advice, im- 
b^ Paget. . perious, and headstrong. Sir William Paget, 
by far the ablest man upon the council, and a true 
friend to Somerset, implored him to be cautious ; but 
he was so violent, that others durst not speak to him at 
all; and though Paget persevered, it was only to be 
"whipped with sharp words." "How it cometh to 
pass I cannot tell," Paget wrote at last, " but of late 
your Grace is grown into great cholerick fashions, 
whensoever you are contraried in that which you have 
conceived in your head. A king which shall give men 
cccasion of discourage to say their opinions frankly, 
receive th thereby great hurt and peril to his realm. 
But a subject in great authority as your Grace, in using 
such fashions, is like to fall into great danger and peril 
of his own person, besides that to the commonwealth. 
For the love I bear to your Grace, I beseech you to 
consider and weigh it well." ^ 

With precarious authority and noble intentions, with 
The Proteo- moderate ability, and immoderate ambition to 
^qSSSSr ^o good, ready to think those only wise who 
taiSrSn'?*" flattered his hopes, and in his eagerness to 
:arge scale. accompUsh great things, neglecting the im- 
mediate duties of the day and hour, Somerset was 
better qualified than most men to wreck his own for- 
tunes and the cause which he attempted to guide. 

1 EjfislebB TlgurifUBf p. 41. 

* Paget to the Protector, May 18, 1649: MB, Domutie^ Edwaid YL Tol 
Vn SUte Paper Office. 
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FcHTsaldng those to whose counsel he had bound himsdf 
to attend, he had placed himself in the hands of obscure 
and venal satellites ; and, corrupt as were the law 
courts of the day, the court which he had established 
in his own house, managed by such men as these, was 
probably, but more speciously unjust, while it had the 
further disadvantage of illegality.^ 

1 Sir John Thynne was said by Paget to have been among the worst of 
the Protector's fHends. The following story introduces both Thynne and 
his patron in strange company. 

** William Wycherly examined, saith, — 

'* That about ten years past he used a rule called Circula Salamonis at a 
place called Pembersham, in Sussex, to call up Baro, whom he taketh as 
Oriental or Septentrial spirit; where was also one Robert Bayly, the scryer 
of the chrystal stone. Sir John Anderson, the magister operator, Sir John 
Hychely, and Thomas Gosling, in the which practice they had swords, 
rings, and holy water, when they were frustrated, for Baro did not appear 
nor other vision of spirit, but there was a terrible wind and tempest all th« 
time of the circulation. And since that time he used no consecrate circule, 
but hath used the ciystal to invocate the sprat called Scariot, which he 
called divers times into the crystal to have knowledge of things stolen; 
which sprat hath given him knowledge an hundred time, and thereby men 
have been restored to their goods. And this practice by the crj'stal he 
hath at the command of my Lord Protector executed in the presence 
of Mr. Thynne, Mr. Whalley, Mr. George Blage, Mr. Chaloner, and Mr. 
Weldon ; and by this means my Lord Protector's plate was found where 
deponent told his Grace it was hid. He sayth that he can invocate the 
sprat into the crystal glass as soon as any man, but he cannot bind the sprat 
so soon from lying lies. 

"^ As concerning the sword and the use thereof, he saith that he hath not 
used the same, save only about two months past he used holy water and a 
sword unconsecrated, and therefore ineffectuous, at Hale oak beside Ful- 
ham, where they digged for treasure and found none. But as they were 
working in the feat there came by them alongst the high way a black blind 
horse, and made deponent and others with him to run their ways. 

" He saith that within this se'nnight Humfrey Locke, about Windsor 
Forest, and one Potter, of St. Clement's parish, without Temple Bar, came 
to this deponent for a sword and a sceptre going upon joints, which hath 
been consecrated, and now are polluted, and a ring with the great name of 
God written thrice tetragrammaton, which this deponent delivered them, 
and they two with a priest intend at this or next lunation to conjure for 
treasure hid between Newbury and Reading. 

^ He saith that about nine years past he did conjure at Tarmonth in tiii 
gieat ciicule with the sword and tiie ring consecrated; but nothing ap^ 

TOL. y 11 
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The scheme of policy which he had sketched for him- 
self was sufficiently magnificent. A grand army was 
TheProuo- to invadc Scotland in the summer. The 

tor will 

Invade Italian question thickening^) Paget was sent 

France and , t^ -it- 

Scotland. to the Empcror to attempt to persuade him to 
repeat the policy of 1644 ; the Protector and Charles 
were each to enter France at the head of thirty thou- 
sand men " galyardly," and dictate moderation at Paris, 
The new Prayer-book was to come into use at Whit- 
suntide, and the mass — the Jacob's ladder by which 
for thirty generations the souls of men were supposed 
to have climbed to heaven — was to be put down and 
iMspufcations prohibited by law. Simultaneously the two 
preSScT^ universities were made an arena for a dispu- 
»t?£*SS- tation on the real presence, where foreign 
▼ersitiee Protcstauts wcro to confouud superstition. 
Heresy becoming so troublesome, a commission was 
appointed to hunt out and try Anabaptists ; to examine 
them, to report on their opinions, and if mild measures 
of conversion failed, to deliver over the obstinate in 
the old fashion to the secular arm. Since parliament 
Heresy com- would uot Ustcu to the wrougs of the people, 

missions are , . r r » 

issued, and another commission was directed to enforce 

Enclosure i i t 

oommissions. rcdrcss by the acts of Henry, and to accom- 
plish by immediate constraint the restoration of the 
appropriated lands. 

peared unto him, because that an old priest being there, was so sore afraid 
that he ran away before the spirit called Ambrose Waterdake could appear. 

** Sir Robert Biyan, of High-gate, priest, some time an armyt, conjureth 
with a sieve and a pair of shears, invocating St. Paul and St. Peter, and ho 
also useth the Psalter and key. One Croxton's wife, in Golding-lane, oc- 
cnpyeth the sieve and shears, and she only speaketh with the fayrayes. 

** John Davy, a Welshman, late dwelling at my Lord Protector*8 place, 
a prophesyer and a great teller of things lost 

^ And this deponent sayth that there be within England above 500 ooii* 
lorors as he thinketh, specially in Norfolk, Hertfordshire, Worcestenhira 
and Glontestershire.*' — Lantdownt M88. British Museum. 
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** To alter the state of a realm," Paget wrote to Sir 
William Petre, when he heard of all this ; " to alter 
the state of a realm would ask ten years' deliberation. 
War abroad and war among ourselves, what prmce 
that understands things would not gladly see one of 
them at an end ere he enter with us ? " ^ p^^^t . 
" Commissions out for that matter," he v^^^- 
wrote again to Somerset, " new laws for this, procla- 
mations for another, one in another's neck, so thick that 
they be not set by among the people I Alas I sir, take 
pity of the king, of your wife, and of your children, 
and of the conservation and state of the realm, and 
put no more so many irons in the fire at once." ^ But 
remonstrances were vain as ever. The Oxford and 
Cambridge schools rang with their unprofitable jargon, 
and the victory, of course, was ruled to the innovators. 
The commissioners of religion called up sus- Th« ^f^ 
pected Anabaptists. Processions of abjured ^^ ^ ^o*- 
heretics carried faggots at St. Paul's, and Joan Bocher, 
a Kentish woman, who had views on the incarnation 
which she refused to abjure, was left in prison waiting 
fiulher sentence. 

Commissions, arguments which ought to convince, 
and a prison for those who remained unsatisfied, these, 
without further trouble, were to establish religion and 
restore the sufiering people to prosperity. The Pro- 
tector had early notice that success would be less easy 
than he desired. In reply to his Heresy Commission, 
a man at St. Ives took a dead cat which had a dead cat 

nailed on a 

been lying in the street for a week, " and did post at st. 
hang it up upon a post in the open market, answer. 
the hinder legs cross nailed, the fore legs spread abroad 

1 Paget to Petre: l^tler, Vol. I. 

s Paget to the Protector: MS, D<me9tie^ Edward VI. VoL VIII. Stat* 
Paper Office. 
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ftnd nafled, the head hanging on the one side, and a 

''^SSr P^P®^ ^^®r ^*-" * The Princess Mary, when 
jrftaaesthe invited to receive the Prayer-book, replied 
b«*. that, "although the council had forgotten 

the king, her father, and their oaths to observe his will, 
yet for herself she would observe his laws as he left 
them " till her brother was of years of disci'etion.^ 
Thepeasuits The pcasauts, when the commission of enclos- 
dMUTM. ures was announced m May, took the redress 
of their injuries upon themselves ; filled the ditches, 
levelled the hedges, tore down the palings of parks, 
and drove the deer and killed them. 

On this last point the Protector came at once into 
Th« Proteo- ^P^^ collisiou with the council Somerset said 
Jto^S? openly that he " Kked well the doings of the 
STu^SS. people;""thecovetousnessofthegentlemen 
Sb^**^" gave occasion to them to rise ; it was better 
£ji\J^ they should die than perish for lack of living/* 
**^^ Against the entreaties of all who were en- 

titled to advise him, he replied to the commotion by a 
proclamation that illegal enclosures should be levelled 
on a day which he specified ; and by a second, im- 
mediately following, that no one should be vexed or 
sued for any part which he had taken in the riots.^ 
Thecounou The moro energetic among the lords resolved, 

•ctfor , ° n t 1 t 

themaeiyef. m cousoquence, to act tor themselves : they 
dispersed about the country; sheriffs and magistrates 
were directed by them to prosecute all disturbers of the 
peace by the sword ; and if any of the people " should 
be departed from their houses to any assembly for un- 
lawful purposes, to spoil and rifle their houses, to their 

1 Simon Kent to the Bishop of Lincoln: JUS, Domestic^ Edward YL Y<1» 
TI State Paper Office. 

s The Lady Mary to : Ellis, first series, Vol. IL 

s ArticlM against the Protector: printed by Holinshed. 
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vtter mm and destrnctioii, and the terrible example of 
odiers." ^ Sir William Herbert, whose own parks had 
been invaded, attacked the rioters in person, and cut 
some of them in pieces. 

At this crisis news came from the western counties 
which exposed the weakness of the hopes with which 
Somerset was cheating himself. A religious insnrrec- 
tion he had believed to be impossible. He had been 
persoaded that the masses of the people sympathized 
with the changes which he was introducing. He had 
confounded a contented acquiescence in the separation 
from the Pope with an approval of innovations upon 
the creed. 

It has been mentioned that a government commis- 
sioner was murdered in the summer of 1648 DirturbMM« 
in ComwaU. The Comishmen had been o^^ 
neither conciliated nor terrified by the executions with 
which the crime was avenged ; an organized spirit of 
disaffection silently spread, and Sir Humfrey Arundel, 
of St. Michael's Mount, and Boyer, the mayor of 
Bodmin, were the intended leaders of a meditated 
rebellion. A second Pilgrimage of Grace was about 
to be enacted in England ; the reader will observe, in 
the altered features assumed by the insurrection, the 
changes which had passed over the country. 

The flame first kindled in the adjoining county. 

The English liturgy^was read in all churches for th€ 
first time on Whit-Sunday, the 9th of June, Thevu^ 
1549. On Whit-Monday the priest of Samp- samptod 
ford Courtenay, a village on the slopes of inUvtoS* 
Dartmoor, in Devonshire, was going into jSu^r^" 
church for morning prayers, when a group Sdc 



1 Proclamation of the Council on the Oatbreak of the Rebellion i Jf& 
Edward VL Vol. VI. Stote Paper Office. 
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of his parishioners gathered about him, asking what 
service he would use. The priest said that he must 
go by tlie law. The men answered they would have 
none of the new fashions ; they would have the old 
religion of their fathers, as King Heniy VIII. by his 
last will and testament had ordained.^ The priest 
yielded willingly to compulsion. He put on his cope 
and vestments, and said mass in Latin, ^^ the common 
people all the country round clapping their hands for 
joy." a 

The neighbouring magistrates came the day after to 
Themagis- make inquiries. The villagers collected with 
unable or bows and pikcs ; and, after an armed confer- 
»rt. °* ence, the magistrates, " afraid of their shad- 
ows," or in their hearts agreeing with the popular 
feeling, withdrew without further interference. The 
Themoye- succcssful example was not long unimitated. 
^^^ and I^ ^^^ same week, or within a few days, the 
pS^^ey* wave of resistance swept over the country 
onBhire rise. ^gg|. ^f Exotor, meeting on the Tamar a sim- 
ilar movement swelling upwards from Cornwall. Of 
all the council Lord Russell was most closely connected 
with Devonshire. To Russell had fallen the domains 
of the abbey of Tavistock ; St. Mary's Clyst, and part 
of Exeter itself belonged to him. Russell had com- 
manded the musters of the county in the French war ; 
Lord Rus- and when the news of the commotion reached 
missioned Loudou, RussoU was chosou to put an end 
oid«r. to it. Being prevented from setting out on 

1 It is singular that a belief prevailed in all classes that Heniy had for- 
bidden by his will that any change should be made during the minority 
in Religion. Even Mary, as we have seen, shared it. The Protector was 
punished for his want of openness. He had made the will a mystery be* 
cause it was inconvenient that the world should know thmt he had altered 
t!ie disposition of the government. 
Holinshed. 
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the instant, Sir Peter and Sir Gawen Carew,^ who 
were at the court, went down before him, carrying 
private orders from the council, unknown to the Pro- 
tector, to put the disturbance down promptly and 
sternly. On reaching Exeter they learnt that the 
rebels, now openly in arms, were assembled in force, 
seven miles off, at Crediton. The Carews collected a 
party of horse, set out for the place without delay, and 
on approaching the town found the streets «. p . 
barricaded and trenches cut across the roads, p^^^**, 

tacks Ored- 

They dismounted and went forward on foot, ^^^y 
On arriving at the first barricade, they were challenged, 
stopped, and told that they should not pass unless un- 
armed and alone. Sir Peter, accustomed to cross swords 
with the French chivalry, was not to be daunted by vil- 
lage churls; he charged the barricade, and was met with 
a shower of arrows and balls. The annoyance came 
chiefly . from a row of barns at the end of the street^ 
which were occupied by matchlock men. It And sets 
was a difficulty which a wisp of straw would J^^toS^wi 
^?£L remove ; the thatch was lighted, and *"• 
when the smoke and the blaze had cleared away, the 
assailants found the road open, but the town deserted, 
and the rebels scattered in the open country, where 
they could not reach them. At once the cry spread 

1 The Carews of Mohuns Ottery were among the oldest of the Devon- 
■nlre families. Sir Peter, after a wild boyhood, ran away to France, and 
took service as page with a nobleman at the court of Francis the First. 
Being recognised by one of his father's friends, who was at Paris on an 
embassy, he was brought to London, where his gallant bearing recom- 
mended him to Henry VIII. He rose in favour; he served in the war 
under Sir John Wallop with high distinction, and afterwards inherited the 
fiunily property between Exeter and Honiton. His brother. Sir Gawen, 
had Tiverton Castle. Minute descriptions of both Tiverton and Mohuni 
Ottery are in the State Paper Office. The latter was described as impreg* 
nable, except by cannon, and the furniture of the roooia would even non 
1m oooBidered magnificent. 
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everywhere that the gentlemen were destroying the 
commons. " The bams of Crediton " became a gath- 
ering word, and a flaming beacon of insurrection ; 
and the Carews returned to Exeter only to learn that 
the commotion had broken out close at hand, almost 
within sight of the walls. 

The day happened to be a holyday. Walter Raleigh, 
Walter Ra- of Budlcigh Saltcrtou,^ was riding home from 
ihe old worn- the city; his road led through St. Mary's 

an at St. _,, .ii -, n t^ 

Mary'BCyst. Clyst, B, Village two milcs from Exeter, to- 
wards Topsham; and on the way he passed an old 
woman going to church, who was telling her beads. 
Raleigh, a sea-going man,^ and like most men of his 
calling, inclined to novelties, told her she must leave 
her follies alone now ; times were changed and the law 
was changed ; she must live like a Christian woman, 
or it would be the worse for her. The old woman 
tottered on to the parish church, where service had 
begun when she entered ; and " she, being impatient 
and in an agony with the speeches past between her 
and the gentleman, began to upbraid in the open 
church very hard and unseemly speeches concern- 
ing religion."' "Ye must leave beads now," she 
screamed; "no more holy bread for ye, nui holy 
water. It is all gone from us or to go, or the gentle- 
men will bum your houses over your heads." About 
the same hour the Crediton bams were blazing. The 
The Tiiiagew villagers dashcd out of the church ; some 
oiystrise. cut dowu trccs, and bamcaded the bridge 
towards Exeter; others ran down to Topsham, and 
fetched cannon from the vessels at the quay. They 

1 Father of Sir Walter, who was not yet l>om. 

* He was the owner of one or more armed ships, popalar among sailon 
and probably, therefore, not unacquainted with privateering. 

* Narrative of Mr. Hooker of Exeter — ocukOui tuUif as he calla hh»> 
■elf: printed by Holinshed. 
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overtook Raleigh on the road, seized him, and roughly 
handled him. The Walter of English fame might 
nerer have existed, had not " certain mariners " come 
to the rescue. 

Carew, after a night's consultation with the city 
magistrates, was on his horse at dayhreak, sirPeter 
with his brother. They galloped with their tempts to 

•^ ^ ' , _ , put them 

followers to Clyst, and were forcing their way down, 
over the bridge, when a gunner, " in malice at Sir 
Peter for*religion, and for the bams at Crediton," blew 
the match of a cannon that swept the road. He was 
prevented from firing by a comrade ; but a parley fol- 
lowed, — an Exeter alderman was allowed to enter the 
village alone, to hear the people's complaints; while 
the Carews rode fretfully up and down the river banks, 
probing the mud with their lances to find footing for 
their horses. All day long the alderman remained 
among the rioters. Sir Peter would at last have 
dashed through at all hazards, had not his own people 
mutinied at his back. Chafing with indigna- And does not 
tion^ he was obliged to return to the city ; *^<'«««^- 
and at night his companions, with others of the corpo- 
ration, appeared to tell him that there would be no 
quiet in Devonshire unless the council would leave relig- 
ion as it had been ordered by Henry. 

Sir Peter, in a rage, called the citizens traitors and 
poltroons. He would raise the force of the county, 
he said. He would call every loyal gentleman to his 
standard, and slash the rebel dogs into their senses. 
When the morning came he learnt that it was ^he Cornish 
easier to say this than do it. Ten thousand StTa^Exe^ 
Cornish were in full march from the Tamar. ^Jot^coStt 
The roads round Exeter were beset ; Walter £jo^^ 
Raleigh was again a prisoner ; and the gentle* "®° 
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men were everywhere hiding for their lives in " wo<Kii 
and eaves." There was nothing left but for him to 
escape and warn Russell. The mayor and aldermen, 
although they hated the religious changes fts heartily as. 
the rebels, promised to hold the city for the king as long 
as they had provisions to keep them alive. Carew made 
his way through by-lanes and paths into Somerset- 
shire. 

Unsettled as the country was everywhere becoming, 
Sir Peter the dimensions which the insurrection mighi 

Carew flies , *=' 

to Lord assume were now altogether uncertain. Ru8- 

Russell at ® 

Taunton. sell had reached Taunton, but he had no 
force with him adequate to the emergency. He di- 
Rusaeii rcctcd Carcw to hasten with his best speed to 

Bends him . i i i • i •i 

back to the the court, and make his report to the council. 
assistance. He himsclf Went on to Honiton, intending to 
wait there for his reinforcements. Should Exeter fall 
meanwhile, and the rebels advance, he would retire on 
Sherborne and Salisbury. 

Exasperated at his own mistake, disappointed at the 
Somerset interference with his plans which he foresaw 

reproaches 

Carew with must flow from the confusion, Somerset, when 
cause of Sir Peter arrived, overwhelmed him with re- 
tnrbances. proaches. Carcw's violence, the Protector 
chose to think, had changed a riot into a rebellion, and 
Carew only was to blame. Sir Peter produced his 
orders, which it appears had been signed by Edward. 
The council The chaucellor said a royal command was 
Carew. valuclcss without the great seal ; the rest of 

the council stood by their own act, and high language 
was used on all sides. The Protector had considered 
himself a king all but in name ; ^ but his royalty was a 

1 Pagei to the Protector: MS, DometHc, Vol. VIII. Edward VI. It i# 
•oliceable that in the preamble of a private act passed m the late sessioii, 
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child of sunshine, and shade was fatal to It. It soon 
enough became clear that tlie causes of the rebellion 
lay deeper than the mistake of a single person. Posts 
came in one after the other with news that England 

_ I*iSG8 ill fl.ll 

all Enghind was stirring. Yorkshire was up ; directions, 
Northamptonshire was up ; Norfolk and Suffolk were 
up. Peter Martyr and the Oxford controversy had set 
on fire Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire. The en- 
closures, the high prices, the change in rehgion, worked 
one upon the other, and the Protector found that he 
either must relinquish the Reformation, or lose ^^^ the 
the title of the people's friend. The many f,7„*\"^' 
grievances were massed together insepara- ^^«™°**- 
bly ; and the army of foreign mercenaries, which he 
had collected for the invasion of Scotland, he must 
either permit to be used to crush the commons in a 
quarrel to which, so far as the land was concerned, he 
had himself encouraged them ; or he must take their 
side against the gentlemen, put himself at their head 
in a servile war, and give them back their mass. 

The demands of the western insurgents, in a special 
form, followed close on Carew's arrival. The The western 
English service had been either studiously send up 

their de- 

made ridiculous in the manner in which it mands. 
was performed by the unwilling clergy, or the people 
had been taught to believe that it was something half 
profane, half devilish. The new communion, strangely, 
was thought, like the love-feasts of the Gnostics, to be 
intended as an instigation to profligacy.^ In fifteen 

referring to the demise of certain of his lands, the Protector styles himself 
" The Rigiit Excellent Prince Edward, Duke of Somers." —2 and 3 Ed 
ward VI. cap. 12. 

1 " Doth receiving the communion either make matrimony or give an* 
thority and license to whoredom? Did not men and women always her«v 
tofore go to God's board, and receive together and all at one time as tbp) 
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articles the Commons of Devonshire and Cornwall 
required the restoration of the Catholic faith and the 
extinction of Protestantism with fire and sword. 

1. " We will have," thus imperiously their petition 
was worded, all the general councils and hol^decrees 
of our forefathers observed, kept, and performed, and 
whosoever shall gainsay them, we hold them as heretics. 

2. We will have the laws of our sovereign lord King 
tiwy will HeniT VIII. concerning the six articles to be 

hare the •' , ... 

loMa restor- uscd again, as in his time they were. 

ad, heresy . . 

put down, 3, We will have the mass in Latin, as it 

and Feligion 

repiacedas ^as bcforc, and celebrated by the priest 

Henry VIII. ' '^ , , 

left it. Without any man or woman commumcatmg 

with him. 

4. We will have the sacrament hung over the high 
altar, and thus be worshipped as it was wont to be, and 
they which will not thereunto consent, we will have 
them die like heretics against the holy Catholic faith. 

5. We will have the sacrament of the altar but at 
Easter delivered to the people, and then but in one 
kind. 

6. We will that our curate shall minister the sacra- 
ment of baptism at all times, as well on the week days 
as on the holydays. 

7. We will have holy bread and holy water every 
Sunday, palms and ashes at the time accustomed, im- 
ages to be set up again in every church, and all other 
ancient ceremonies held heretofore by our Mother Holy 
Church. 

• 8. We w^ill not receive the new service, because it 

do now; and did ever men think that they that did so should be in com- 
••non? " — Answer of the Protector to the Rebels in the West: MS. Dttme»- 
tic, Edward VI. Vol. VIII. State Paper Office. Mr. Tytler has printed the 
greater part of the paper from which the abov passage is an extract. Tht 
passage itself, strange to say, he has omitted. 
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is bat like a Christmas game. We will have our old 
service of matins, mass, evensong and proces- The imagw 

, . . shall be put 

sion as It was before ; and we the Comishmeri, «p again- 

- _ . « , , -n 1. 1 TheBible 

whereoi certam or us understand no English, shaii be 
utterly refuse the new English. 

9. We will have every preacher in his sermon, and 
every priest at the mass, pray, especially by name, for 
the souls in purgatory, as our forefathers did. 

10. We will have the Bible, and all books of Script- 
ure in English, to be called in again, for we be in- 
formed that otherwise the clergy shall not of long time 
confound the heretics. 

11. We will have Doctor Moreman and Doctor 
Crispin,^ which hold our opinions, to be safely sent unto 
us, and to them we require the King's Majesty to give 
some certain livings to preach among us our Catholic 
fiiith. 

12. We think it meet, because the Lord Cardinal 
Pole is of the king's blood, that he should not Cardinal 

o Pole shall be 

only have his pardon, but also be sent for allowed to 
from Rome, and promoted to be of the king's England. 
council. 

13. We will that no gentleman shall have any more 
servants than one to wait upon him, except And the 

-m i»'iiii IT! J households 

ne may dispend a hundred mark land, and of the gen- 

I* !_ 1 J 1 ^1 • 1 v tlemen shall 

for every hundred marks we think it reason- be cut down 
able that he should have a man. 

14. We will that the half part of the abbey lands 
and chantry lands in every man's possession. The abbey 
howsoever he came by them, be mven again ^^ partiaiij 

•' ' o ^ C5 appropnated 

to the places where two of the chief abbeys *<> wugiou* 



uses. 



1 Priests described by Cranmer as men of " notable craft, wilfulness, and 
dissimulation.'' They had, perhaps, been concerned in the distnrbanok 
if 1548. 
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were within every county where such half part shall 
be taken out ; and there to be estabUshed a place 
for devout persons, which shall pray for the King 
and the Commonwealth. And to the same we will 
^ave all the alms of the church box given for seven 
years. 

16. For the particular griefs of our country, we 
fs'ill have them so ordered as Humfrey Arundel and 
Henry Boyer, the king's Mayor of Bodmin, shall 
inform the King's Majesty, if they may have safe con- 
duct in the king's great seal to pass and repass with an 
herald-of-arms.^ 

While the western rebels were demanding a return 
to Catholicism, those in the eastern counties were in- 
clining to Anabaptism ; but in the one and the other, 
and in fact all over England, were the two elements of 
discontent, which the Protector would so gladly have 
separated. If he maintained the Act of Uniformity, 
he must put down the demonstration against the gen- 
tlemen. If he hesitated, he must encourage heresy or 
reaction, or both, 

A ruler strong enough to cope with embarrassments 
so complicated would not have allowed them to occur. 
TheProtec- Bcsct ou all sidcs, and not knowing what to 
more^com- ^^9 ^^ wrotc letters, issued proclamations, and 
missions. appointed commissions. For the relief of tlie 
poor, he set out a tariff of prices for the necessaries of 
life, as if the condition of the country would permit the 
enforcement of it. One only feature was wanting in 

1 Demands of the Rebels, printed in Strype's Cranmer. Another set, 
ilifferently worded, but to the same purpose, is given by Holinshed. There 
ts an additional demand among the latter that the clergy should be pro- 
hibited from marrying. From other quarters there must have been more, 
irhich are lost, and to some of which the Protector's defence of the com' 
vianion service must have been directed. 
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the confusion. It was announced that the Princess 
Mary had sanctioned the rebellion, and that ^he PrinoeM 
her chaplains were among the insurgents at ^ZSS^' 
Exeter.i Had she yielded to the temptation, JJe'iSbJJ* 
she would perhaps have overturned her broth- ^"'hlS^hti. 
er's throne. The Protector wrote to her: ^J^<*«**^- 
he told her what was generally said ; and though ha 
did not doubt her loyalty, " her proceedings in matters 
of religion being openly known, had given no small 
courage to the rebels." Mary answered with haughty 
brevity that, if the realm was in disorder, the fault was 
not with her. Neither she nor any of her household 
had been in communication with the insurgents di- 
rectly or indirectly .2 

Mary had refused conformity, and Somerset did not 
dare to insist upon it. Prudent for once, he gave her 
licence to use her own services at her pleasure. But, 
to quiet the country, he could expect neither coun- 
tenance nor assistance from her, and resources in him- 
self he had none. The council demanded xhecouncu 
that circulars should be directed to all noble- Protector to 
men and gentlemen, calling on them to arm mSresof 
their servants and tenants ; to apprehend as '^p'^^*^'*- 
they could all disturbers, and unite to enforce order. 
A circular was issued, but so vague in its terms that 
no one dared to act upon it.^ 

Sir William Paget, who was still abroad, in a clear 

1 niud de Mario vel Marianis me valde angit immo prope exanimat 
Faxit Deus optimus maximus pro su^ clementili malum id avertat. — Sii 
Thomas Smith to Cecil : T.ytler, Vol. I. The meaning is scarcely disguised 
nnder the masculine termination. 

3 MS, Domestic, PMward VI. Vol. VIII. 

8 " On my life, if my Lord's Grace would give authority to any one man 
to execute the proclamations, this whole shire shall be quiet. When th« 
proclamations be directed so generally, every man looketh upon anothet *' 
Bir Thomas Smith to Cecil. 
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and powerM letter, sketched a course for the Pro- 
sir wu^ tector to follow. "In Germany," he said, 
SSteheTi referring to the peasant wars, "when th% 
pS^foi very like tumult to this began first, it might 
**^* have been appeased with the loss of twenty 

men ; and after that with the loss of a hundred or two 
hundred ; but it was thought nothing. And also some 
spiced consciences, taking pity of the poor, — who, 
indeed, knew not what pity was, nor who were the 
poor, — thought it a sore matter to lose so many of 
their even Christians, saying they were simple folks, 
and wist not what the matter meant, and were of a 
godly knowledge: and after this sort, and by such 
womanly pity and fond persuasion, suffered the matter 
to go so far, as it cost, ere it was appeased, they say, a 
hundred thousand, but I know by credible report of 
some that were at it, at least three score thousand 
If he desires mcu's hvcs. Likewise our business may, 

to saye , . . « . 

bloodshed, peradveuture, at the worst, it resistance 

let him be ^ 

quick, should bo made, cost a thousand or two 

consistent, thousaud mcn's Uves. By St. Mary, bet- 
ter so than mo. And therefore, sir, go to it be- 
times. Send for all the council that be remaining 
unsent abroad ; and for because there are a good many 
Put down of the best absent, call to your Grace to 

the rebellion , . . « 

nstantiy, couucil for tliis matter six of the gravest and 

make an , _ . 

armed prog, most experimented men of the realm, and 
punish the considcr what is best to be done, and follow 
oflfonders. their advicc. Send for your Almayn horse- 
men ; send for Lord Ferris, and Sir Wm. Herbert, to 
bring you as many horsemen of such as they dare 
trust out of Wales. Let the Earl of Shrewsbury bring 
the like out of Shropshire, Derbyshire, Nottingham- 
•hire, Staffordshire, of his servants and keepers of 
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forests and parks. Go yourself, accompanied with the 
said noblemen and their companies; and appoint the 
Chief Justices of England, three or four of them to 
resort, with commission of oyer and terminer, to that 
good town which shall be next to the place where your 
Grace shall remain. Attach to the number of twenty 
or thirty of the rankest knaves of the shire. Let six 
be hanged of the ripest of them, the rest remain in 
prison. And thus, sir, make a progress this hot 
weather, till -you have perused all those shires that 
have offended. Your Grace may say you shall lose 
the hearts of the people ; of the good people you shall 
not — of the ill it maketh no matter." ^ 

When the Protector received this letter, the danger 
was so imminent that he was obliged to send orders to 
Staines to break the bridge over the Thames, for fear 
of an attack on London.^ Yet in the crisis of July. 

Th6 Protoo* 

the peril, he sent out another of his unlucky tor orders 

.. .,. ,, the gentle- 

enclosure commissions, with circulars, insist- men to re- 

, , , , form them- 

mg that every gentleman on his own estate selves befor* 

® . . they reform 

should " reform himself before proceeding to the people, 
the redress of others ; " and throw down his hedges 
and embankments. "Put the rebelhon down first," 
was the advice of Paget, and let the enclosers smart 
for it afterwards. But the Protector could not draw 
his sword against men whose cause he considered par- 
tially just. The Commons were driven to madness by 
the tyranny of the gentlemen and the Lords, — was 
he to arm the oppressors with authority to destroy 
men for whose crimes they were themselves respon- 
sible ? 

1 Paget to the Protector: M8. Domettic, Edward YI. State Paper OfflM 
printed in Strype'a Memoriak^ Vol. IT. 
« MS. Void. Vol. VI. 

VOL. Y. 12 



\ 



178 Persecution of Bonner. [Ch. xxvi 

At length, however, the religious element in the 
insurrection became, in the counties west of London, 
more and more preponderating. Somerset's indecision 
But the so far came to an end that he allowed the 
the matter council to take their own course. As the 
own hands, treasury was unfurnished, the lords ^ omptied 
mcuey,and their owu plate chosts, sold their jewels, 
raise troops. . raise. 1 mouey by every possible shift. North- 
ampton set off with fifteen hundred men to Norfolk. 
Lord Grey de Wilton with the Lanzknechts went 
westward, taking Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire in 
his route, to join Russell. Sir William Herbert made 
for Wales, to raise the force of the Borders, and 
march to Exeter across the Somersetshire flats. The 
TheProtec- Protector remained at the Court to use se- 

tor remains , , ,, , ». . ^ ^ • 

in London to Verity whero his conscience permitted mm. 
Bonner. The Bishop of Loudou had resisted to the 
last in the House of Lords the alteration of the ser- 
vices. He had not ventured to interfere with the 
introduction of the Prayer-book into his diocese, but 
it was observed that he had never officiated in Eng- 
lish, — that " in London and elsewhere he was reported 
to frequent foreign rites and masses such as were not 
allowed by the order of the realm, contemning and 
forbearing to praise and pray to God after such rite 
and ceremony as was appointed." He was com- 
manded, therefore, to reside permanently in his house 
in London, under the eye of the authorities ; to dis- 
charge in person all duties belonging to his office, and 

1 Before the rebellion was finally over, Herbert, Warwick, Russell, 
Arundel, Southampton, Dorset, Paget, Lord Wentworth, Sir Thomas Went- 
worth. Sir Thomas Darcy, Huntingdon, Clinton, Cobham, and the Ducb^st 
ol* Richmond, subscribed among themselves something about a hundred 
tiiuusand pounds. The account is drawn out in the hand of Sir Thomma 
Smith. — MS. ffarldan^ 660. 
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especially, under pain of being deprived and of incof^ 
ring such other punishment as the law should direct, 
to preach a sermon which should be a satisfactory ac- 
count of his opinions on the following points. He was 
to prove — 

1. That all persons rebelling against their sovereign 
thereby incurred damnation. iio requires 

•' , Bonner to 

2. Therefore, that the English rebels, spe- preach a ser- 

^ ^ mon con- 

cially those of Cornwall and Devonshire, demningthe 

•^ religious in- 

" were incurring damnation ever to be in the surrection, 
burning fire of hell with Lucifer, the father and first 
author of disobedience — what masses or holy water 
soever they went about to pretend." 

3. That " Korah, Dathan, and Abiram pretended 
rehgion, and were swallowed up quick in Andaccua- 
hell ; " that Saul was rejected for saving the ^?^^te°of 
sheep from sacrifice ; that disobedience and tKn"?* 
rebellion, under any plea whatsoever, were ^°^^' 
hateful to God. 

4. That vital religion consisted only in prayer to 
God ; that rites, forms, and ceremonies were but the 
dress, or outward costume, which the magistrate might 
change at his pleasure; that if any man, therefore, 
persisted any longer in using the Latin service, his 
devotion was made valueless by the disobedience in- 
volved in the practice.^ 

The outward and silent submission of the subject to 
usages of which he disapproves may, under certain cir- 
. cumstances, be legitimately demanded ; his allegiance 
to his sovereign and country is the only question on 
which he may be required to declare his private opinion. 
The Bishop of London was invited to teach what he 

1 Orders of the Crown to Bonner, Bishop of London f MS. Dometiie 
Uward VI. Vol. VUI. 
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was known not to believe. If he complied, his char* 
acter was forfeited. If he refused, his person was at 
the mercy of the government. It was a repetition of 
the treatment of Gardiner, and the result was the same. 
Bonner foils He was held not to have given satisfaction ; 

to give satis- , 'i^ !• .,. i, 

filction, and ho was msolcut ou his exammation ; and he 
oned. was imprisoned for the remainder of the 

reign. The story will now follow Lord Grey. 

Round Oxford the parish priests had been excited by 
Lord Grey the theological controversies on the Eucharist. 

restores or- >' . ,,,... 

derinOx- They had communicated their irntation to 
wdhan^ the ycomcn and labourers, and the county 
priests on was in disordcr. But the people had no or 
towers. ganizatiou which would resist regular troops, 
and punishment was reserved chiefly for their insti- 
gators. The rope was introduced to give force to the 
arguments of Peter Martyr, and far and wide among 
the villages the bodies of the rectors and vicars were 
dangled from their church towers.^ The bells,^ which 
and been used to rouse- the peasants, were taken down 
and sold for the benefit of the government, " leaving 
one only of the smallest size " to tinkle feebly for the 
English prayers. 

Having restored order in Oxfordshire, Grey hastened 
on to Honiton, where his coming was anxiously looked 
for. 

Lord Russell had waited, unable to move, till the 
The dege of ^^^ gentlemen who had collected about him 
Bxeter. dropped away, as day passed after day and 
brought no help. On the 2d of July the insurgent 
army, for so it might now be called, appeared in force 

1 MB. Domettic, Edward VI. Vol. VIII. 

3 I have found no especial directions for the Oxfordshire bells, but then 
was a genera] order of council, applying to all the disturbed districts, «i4 
there was no reason why Oxfordshire should be spared. 
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before Exeter. Elsewhere the rising was exclusively 
among the small farmers and the peasantry. In the 
west, where the religious grounds of discontent were 
stronger than the social, it bad affected a higher grade, 
and Sir Thomas Pomeroy, and Sir Humfrey The rebel* 
Arundel, (Joifan oi the north oi Devon, and surround 
other men of weight and property, were require the 
among the leaders of an organized force surrender. 
twenty thousand strong, which, armed, disciplined, and 
provided with cannon, were collected under the banner 
of the cross. After taking possession of Exeter, they 
intended to march on towards London, raising the 
country as they went ; and when they summoned the 
inhabitants to surrender, they expected immediate com- 
pliance and cooperation. In the city two violent fac- 
tions, a CathoUc and a Protestant, were divided by a 
large middle party, who, though conservative in relig- 
ion, were loyal to law and order, — who had no love 
for religious changes, but had less for treason and in- 
surrection. In their names, and with their The mayor 

refuses, and 

support, in spite of a demonstration from the tte rebeto 
Cathohcs, Blackball the Mayor kept his prom- siege. 
ise to Carew. The gates were barred and barri- 
caded ; the tradesmen were turned into a garrison. If 
the rebels desired to enter Exeter, they were told that 
they must find their own road into it. 

Insurrections, to be successful, must be rapid. Had 
Arundel left Exeter to its fate, and gone forward, there 
was no force between him and London which he could 
not have overwhelmed ; but a few days, he supposed, 
would be the utmost that an unfortified city could re- 
sist, and he waited to besiege it. The ap- 1^^ water is 
preaches were occupied, — the pipes which SfedV^i 
Qari*ied w»ter into the city were cut, — can- "^^^ 
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non, small, probably, and ill-served, were fired incea* 
santly upon the houses, — the gates were undermined, 
and a continual correspondence was maintained be- 
tween the rebels and the disaffected party among the 
citizens, which gained strength as the provisions began 
The friends to ruu low. So dariuff and so violent became 

of the rebels ^ r> \ f i i i 

among the the Catholics at last, that they met m arms 

citizens at- , , , 

tempt to at the Guildhall to insist on a capitulation; 
surrender. " Richard Tailor, a clothier, drew his bow 
and shot an arrow " at some reforming zealot ; and 
they paraded the streets in procession crying out 
" Come out, you heretics ; where be these twopenny 
bookmen ; by God's wounds and blood, we will not be 
penned in to serve their turn ; we will go out and have 
in our neighbours ; they be honest and good men." 
Nevertheless, the mayor persevered. A hundred of 
The mayor the principal houscholders agreed to stand by 

keeps the . . . 

peace, and him to the last, and by skill and steadiness he 
for the sup- kept the peace. The conduits were well sup- 
poor, plied, and the summer was happily wet. A 
rate was levied for the support of the poor, which rose 
as prices rose ; and so long as there was food within the 
walls, even the prisoners in the gaol received their fair 
share with the rest. Skirmishing parties occasionally 
swept in droves of cattle fi'om the adjoining meadows 
by sudden sallies. As the rebels mined, the citizens 
countermined. Where the assailants were suspected 
to be at work, an adroit engineer detected their pres- 
ence underground by the vibration of a pan of water 
above their heads, and they were blown up or drowned 
in their holes. 

A blockaded town, however, could not resist for- 
B* holds out ever. The mayor held on for six weeks ; he 

ftrriz weeks, ^j^^j^ f^^^ ^y^^^ jj^ j^^^j j^j^g j^jg ^tmost, and 



E '' 
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he had made up his miiid with his friends to J^^ 



hears th«l 

relief 

tiand 



cut his way through the besiegers and escape, JjJJJ ** •* 
when news came that relief was at hand. 

Russell had been stationary at Honiton from the 
middle of June to the middle of July. In the last 
fortnight rumours came from day to day that the city 
was taken, that Arundel was advancing, that Wiltshire 
had risen in his rear. Being at last almost fu^p^rteS**' 
alone, he was retiring in despair, and had ^q'^'^o^ 
reached Sherborne, when Carew, returning ^^'e.^^*^ 
from London, brought the welcome informa- carew re- 
tion of the advance of Lord Grey. With Sne^of 
revived spirits, Russell now raised money of^Gr^ey'^*^** 
among the merchants at Bristol and Taunton. The 
Carews collected their tenants, stirred the gentlemen 
of Dorsetshire, and brought together a few companies 
of horse. The promise of action of some kind put an 
end to the paralysis which had been caused by the 
apathy of the Protector, and the waverers and the 
timid came forward with their services. 

Honiton was made again the rallying point ; and a 
tolerable force was soon in arms therev As He returns 
soon as Grey should come, the intention was coitectsmen 
to go forward immediately and fight a battle ^""^ "^^^^y- 
under the walls of Exeter. The rebels, however, were 
oy this time conscious that they were Iqsing their op- 
portunity. Hearing of Russell's return and of his ex- 
pected reinforcements, they determined to anticipate 
his attack. On the 27th of July scouts brought in in- 
formation that a body of Cornishmen were a body of 
three miles off at Fenington Bridge. Their vance to 

■L • • J U.-L • 1 ^ l_ Fenington 

numbers were mcreasmg, and they might be Bridge. 
hourly looked for at Honiton. A council of war was 
held; when Sir Peter, as usual, was for an instant 
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fight. His advice was taken : with as many m^n as he 
could bring together, Russell went in search of the 
enemy, whom he found to the number of a few hun* 
dred encamped in a meadow across the water below the 
bridge, waiting for a fresh detachment which had not 
yet arrived. 

A few trees formed a barricade at the bridge, which 
was defended by a party of archers and matchlock 
men. The Carews, ever foremost, leapt their horses 
over the fence, and, after some hard fighting, in which 
Sir Gawen was shot through the arm, the road was 
AskinniBh, cleared. Lord Russell passed over, and the 
SoSiidM^'^ skirmish became general. The Cornish at 
Sith J^^^ last giving way, discipline, as might be ex- 
foroements, pg^tcd amoug such troops as Russell had with 
him, came to an end. They scattered, looking for 
spoil ; and in this condition were caught by the second 
body of insurgents, who came up at the moment. 
They suffered severely ; many were cut to pieces, the 
rest extricated themselves after a fierce struggle, rallied 
again, and finally drove the Cornish off the field, leav- 
ing three hundred of their number dead ; but Russell's 
loss was perhaps as great as that of the rebels, and he 
returned to Honiton in haste, not without fear of being 
intercepted. 

It was perhaps the report of this business which de- 
cided Blackball on surrendering. But two or three 
days after. Grey finally arrived, bringing with him the 
Lanzknechts, three hundred Italian musketeers, and 
some tolerable artillery. Grey's whole force was . not 
more than a thousand, but it was formed of professional 
Andreporte soldicrs who uuderstood their business, wid 
Herbert u ' with them the advance must at all hazards be 
Bfter^ ventured. Herbert with the Welsh was re- 



1549.] Advance of Lord Russell, 185 

ported to be at no great distance, but Exeter was in 
extremity, and to lose it might be to lose everything. 

On Saturday the 3d of August, therefore, the little 
army marched out of Honiton. To avoid a August, 
battle where they could not choose their Russeu 
ground, they left the road, crossed the open Bxeterf 
hills behind Ottery St. Mary, and in the evening of 
the same day were on the heath — or what was a 
heath in those days — above St. Mary's Clyst, two 
miles from Topsham. Among the peasantry the irri- 
tation was justly turned to madness when they knew 
that foreign mercenaries were brought in to crush them. 
Never before had English rulers used the arms of 
strangers against English subjects ; and no sooner were 
their columns in sight, than the villagers of Eyeoing 
Clyst rushed up in rage to fall upon them. I^J^S^'f 
One could wish that the better cause had ^^^®*' 
found the better defenders. The half-armed Devon- 
shire peasants were poorly matched against trained 
and disciplined troops. Few who went up the hill 
came back again ; they fell in the summer gloaming, 
like stout-hearted, valiant men, for their hearths and 
altars ; and Miles Coverdale, translator of the Bible, 
and future Bishop of Exeter, preached a thanksgiving 
sermon among their bodies as they lay with stiffening 
limbs with their faces to the stars. 

So far, however, Russell had encountered but strag- 
gling detachments or handfuls of exasperated labourers. 
He had keener work before him. As the preacher's 
last words died away, the shouts and cries of Theinsur- 

1 1 • . 1 1 1 ^1 gent army 

the gathermg insurgents swayed through the collects. 
night air. Too late for the skirmish, the force which 
had been watching the roads to intercept his advance 
was now swarming thick into Clyst, and before day 
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' broke six thousand resolute men were in the village 
under the hill. The odds of numbers were heavy, 
but at •all risks a battle must be ventured. 

Sunday morning at sunrise the trumpet sounded, and 
The battle of the king's trooDswero on the move. The ad- 

St. Mary's i i 

ciyst. vance was slow. Felled trees lay across the 

lanes, with trenches behind and between them. It 
was nine o'clock before the road was open into the 
nllage ; when the English horse, led by Sir William 
Francis, pushed on, followed close by Russell and 
Russell's Grey. The main body of the rebels were 

troops attack •' , •' 

the Tillage, drawu uD on the village green. As they 

and are ••11 00 •' 

driven. back, came iu sight, the horse went at them at a 

and lose o * 

their guns, gallop, to break their ranks in the first rush ; 
but the houses and walls on each side were lined with 
archers, whose arrows told fatally at close quarters. 
At the back of the village there was a thick furze 
brake, from which Sir Thomas Pomeroy started out 
unlooked for, and fell upon the Lanzknechts ; and, 
believing themselves surrounded, Germans, Italians, 
English, all in confusion together, fell back, and were 
driven in panic up the hill to their camp. Every for- 
eigner who fell out of rank was instantly killed. " Ab- 
horred of our party," says Hooker, who was present, 
" they were nothing favoured of the other ; " and the 
chase was so hot, that Russell's cannon, ammunition- 
waggons, shot, powder, were taken and carried off into 
Clyst. 

For the moment all seemed lost, but the troops ral- 
Theyad- ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ heath, and again charged, and 
^^r^C' ^^^ insurgents in turn recoiled. The fight 
cessfui. rolled down once more into the village, and 
this time the houses were set on fire, and the archers 
driven from their covers. The horse a second time 
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attempted to ride down the people. Francis waa 
killed, and the struggle was long and obstinate; but 
the fire and the smoke, and the Italian muskets, gave 
the victory to Russell, and, once broken, the rebels 
scattered in all directions. The river towards Exeter, 
which runs up from Topsham, was by this time filled 
with the tide. Some were cut down on the The iMur- 
water-side, some were drowned in attempt- featea 

,.,.,, with ffreat 

mg to cross, some were burnt m the village ; slaughter 
altogether a thousand were killed, besides an unknown 
number who surrendered. 

The bridge was still in the insurgents' hands. They 
had cannon upon it, and it could not be taken in front 
without loss ; but a party of Grey's horse found a ford 
where they could cross, and, dashing through the 
water, came on the gunners from behind and sabred 
them. The road was then cleared, and Grey himself 
went forward to a rising ground which commanded 
the scene through which they had fought their way. 
Seeing, or believing that he saw, parties of the enemy 
again collecting in force in the rear, he sent word to 
Russell to be on his guard ; and as a precau- The prison- 
tion which the peril of so small an army to the sword. 
might have seemed to justify, the prisoners were put 
to the sword.^ But so long as daylight continued, 
there was no further attack. The foot followed the 
horse over the water and encamped. 

In the night they were fired on from the hills. The 
next day, Monday, there was again a battle, ^°^^ 
and Grey, who had led the charge on the "bda- 
Scotch infantry at Musselburgh, said that " such was 

* Hooker, an eye-witness, is the unexceptionable authority for tbli 
■avage incident. The revenge of the Italians and Germans was perhaps ia 
way o nnected with it. 
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the valour and the stoutness of the men, that he never, 
in all the wars he had been in, did know the like/* 
But the disproportion of numbers seems to have been 
less than before. Russell on this occasion was able to 
surround the enemy and prevent their retreat, and the 
fight ended in a general massacre. 

The danger was now over. Monday night the army 
Rnsseu rested at Topsham; on Tuesday morning, 
2^0?* August the 6th, the red dragon was floating 
Bxeter. ^^ ^^ walls of Excter, the city was open, 
and the lean faces of the inhabitants lighted with hopes 
of food. The rebels were gone. The same day Sir 
air wm. Her- William Herbert came up with a thousand 
and ^e* Wclsh mountaiuoers, " too late for the work, 
piS^topu- but soon enough for the play," "for the 
whole country was put to the spoil, and every 
soldier fought for his best profit." The services of 
the mountain cattle-lifters were made valuable to Exe- 
ter ; for the city, " being destitute of victuals," was, 
" by their special industry, provided in two days." An 
order of council had fixed the wages of the horse em- 
ployed on this service at tenpence a day, and those of 
the foot at the usual sixpence, sufficient for their neces- 
sities without granting them licence of pillage ; but 
it was desired to impress on the country the conse- 
quences of insurrection : spoil kept the foreign troops 
in good humour; and the promise of wages was not 
always the payment of them. 

The ill-treatment of the people, however, served to 
keep alive bad feehng ; and the Cornish falling back 
towards Dartmoor, made a stand when beyond the 
risk of immediate attack. Arundel, Pomeroy, Under- 
bill, and others of the leaders held together, and in a 
few days news came that some thousand of the in- 
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snrgents were still in arms at Sampford Courtenay 
The fire was extinguished at the scene where ^he insup- 
it was first kindled. The battle which finally f^S,^^"* 
gave peace and reformation to the western ^^^^^'^^•yi 
counties, may be described in the dispatch of Lord 
Russell himself : — 

" On Friday, August 15," he reported, *' we marched 
from Exeter to Crediton, seven miles off. The way 
was very cumbrous, and therefore that day we went no 
further. On Saturday we marched towards the camp 
at Sampford Courtenay, and by the way our scouts 
and the rebel scouts encountered upon the Sunday on 
the sudden ; and in a skirmish between them was one 
Maunders taken, who was one of their chief captains. 
Order was given to my Lord Grey and to Mr. Her- 
bert, for the winning of time, to take a good part of 
the army, and with the same to make with all diligence 
possible towards the said camp, to view and see what 
service might be done for the invasion thereof. They 
found the rebels strongly encamped, as well where th«y 
by the seat of the ground as by the entrench- JSaokedimd 
ing of the same. They kept them in play *®***^ 
with great ordnance till more convenient way was 
made by the pioneers ; which done, they were as- 
saulted with good courage — on the one side with our 
footmen, on the other with the Italian harquebutters, 
in such sort as it was not long before they turned their 
backs and recovered the town which they before had 
fortified for all events. While this was doing, and I 
was yet behind with the residue of the army conduct- 
ing the carriage, Humfrey Arundel with his whole 
power came on the backs of our forewards, being thus 
basied with the assault of the camp. The sudden 
•how of whom wrought such fear in the hearts of >iir 



190 Action at Sampford Courtenay. [Ch. xxvi 

men, as we wished our powers a great deal more, not 
without cause ; in remedy whereof the Lord Grey waa 
forced to leave Mr. Herbert at the enterprise against 
the camp, and to retire to our last horsemen and foot- 
men, whom he caused to turn their faces to the ene- 
mies in the shew of battle. 

"Against Arundel was nothing for one hour but 
shooting of ordnance to and fro. Mr. Herbert in the 
meantime followed the first attempt, who, pressing still 
upon them, never breathed till he had driven them to 
a plain fight. To the chase came fresh horsemen and 
tbotmen ; in the which were slain five or six hundred 
of the rebels, and among them was slain Underbill 
who had charge of that camp. At the retire of our 
men I arrived, and because it waxed late I thought 
good to lose no time, but appointed Sir Wm. Herbert 
and Mr. Kingston with their footmen and horsemen to 
set on the one side, and my Lord Grey to set on their 
faces, and I with my company to come on the other 
side. Upon the sight whereof the rebels' stomachs so 
fell from them, as without any blow they fled. The 
horsemen followed the chase, and slew to the number 
of 700, and took a far greater number. Great execu- 
tion had followed, had not the night come on so fast. 

" All this night we sate on horseback, and in morn- 
mg we had word that Arundel was fled to Launceston, 
who immediately began to practise with the townsmen 
and the keepers of Greenfield^ and other gentlemen 
for the murder of them that night. The keepers so 
much abhorred this cruelty as they immediately set 
the gentlemen at large, and gave them' their aid with 
The leaders the help of the towu for the apprehension of 

«re taken at , *■ ^ ^ 

Uunceston. Aruudel, whom, with four or five ringleaders, 

1 Probably Greenfield of Stowe and Bideford, brother or ancle of JohB 
the Privateer ard father of the famous Sir Richard. 
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they have imprisoned. I have sent incontinently 

both Mr. Carews with a good band to keep the town 

in a stay ; and this morning I haste thither with the 

a:est. We have taken 16 pieces of ordnance, some 

Tjrass and some iron. Of our part there were many 

liurt, but not passing ten or twelve slain. The Lord 

Grey and Mr. Herbert have served notably. Every 

gentleman and captain did their work so well as I wot 

not whom first to commend." ^ 

In the break-up at Sampford Courtenay, a party of 
the insurojents with Coffin made towards Somerset- 
shire. These were cut to pieces at Kingsweston, and 
Coffin was taken. In all, since the beginning of the 
month, four thousand of the western men, rather 
more than less, Hooker says, had been killed in action. 
It remained to punish more formafly those who had 
been peculiarly guilty. Pressed as the coun- ^he conse- 
cil found themselves on all sides, severity SngScSreftii 
was natural and pardonable. Those who re^eiuon. 
excite rebellion against established governments, be 
their cause good or be it ill. go to their work with 
the certainty that they must succeed or die; and on 
the whole it is good for societv that the rule should be 
recognised and observed. Arundel and three others 
Were hanged at Tyburn. Martial law was Martiaiiaw 
proclaimed through Cornwall and Devon- sSi^e^ISd* 
shiie, and the gibbet did its business freely, ^°'^^*" 
although in the latter county, according to Hooker, 
care was taken to distinguish the really guilty. In 
Cornwall, if we may believe the legends of the next 
generation, Sir Anthony Kingston, who went gir^nthonj 
as provost marshal, was not so scrupulous. pr°^°** 
A story was told of a miller who had been «»*«*•». 

1 Russell to the Council: M8. HarleuiH^ 523- 
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cut with Arundel, and expecting inquiry, had pep- 
fuaded a servant to take his place and name. " Are 
fou the miller? " said Kingston, riding one day to his 
door. " If you please, yes," was the unsuspecting 
inswer. " Up with him," said the provost marshal. 
* He is a busy knave, hang him up." In vain the 
poor man called out then that he was no miller, but 
an innocent servant, " Thou art a false knave, then," 
said Sir Anthony, *'to be in two tales, therefore hang 
him ; " " and he was hanged incontinently." The 
Mayor of Bodmin had been among the first to move ; 
his name was joined to Arundel's in the rebels' arti- 
cles, but his friends had interceded for him, and he 
had hoped for pardon. Kingston visited Bodmin in 
his progress, and sent the mayor notice that he would 
dine with him. He had a man to hang, too, he said, 
and a stout gallows must be ready. The dinner was 
duly eaten, and the gallows prepared. " Think you," 
said Kingston, as they stood looking at it; "think 
you it is strong enough?" "Yea, sir," quoth the 
mayor, "it is." "Well, then," said Sir Anthony, 
" get you up, for it is for you." The mayor, " greatly 
abashed," exclaimed and protested. "Sir," said Kings- 
ton, " there is no remedy, ye have been a busy rebel, 
The Mayor and this is appointed for your reward: " and 

of Bodmin . , ^ . "^ 

is hanged. SO, " without respite or stay, the mayor was 
hanged." ^ 

These were stories told by the children of the suf- 
ferers to their grandchildren. Had Kingston's reports 
survived, the account would perhaps have been different. 
He was a young, high-spirited, and, in some respects, 
noble sort of person, a friend of Hooper the martyr. 

An execution at Exeter is more authentic and more 

1 Holinshed. 
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dmracteristic of this time. Prominent m the rebel 
mxmw was Welsh, the Vicar of St. Thomas's : J*»JP«<»«f 

^^^ , . . St. Tb(Mnu*i 

a parish throng which the railroad passes »t Exeter, 
by the rivernside in front of the town. A worthy 
parish priest of the old type, Welsh was at once a 
good believing Catholic, a stout wrestler and cudgel- 
player, a famous shot with bow, crossbow, and hand* 
gon^ — *'a good woodman and a hardy," who had 
iMrodght down in his day many a noble buck in the 
glens of Haldon, and levelled, it is likely, many a 
xanger from Powderham with his quarter-staff; "such 
a one as would not give his head for the polling, nor 
bis beard for the washing j " and withal " very cour- 
teous and gentle of demeanour, and of honest par- 
eiitage." 

This man for his sins had been a great hater of the 
Prayer-rbook, and a special doer in the siege. Being % 
H^ had saved life more than once, but he but a gnat 

doer in the 

had also taken life. " One Kingsmill, a tan- rebeiuon, 
tter of Chagford," was taken by the rebels with a 
letter fr<Hn the mayor to Lord Russell, and brought 
t^fi>re him for judgment. The vicar laboured in his 
priestly calling to make his prisoner a rebel, and not 
aucoeeding, had hanged him on an ehn-tree outside the 
W^st gate of t^ city. And now his own time was 
eome. " It was pity of him,'^ men thought, for he had 
fine gifts and a fine nature ; but there was no help for 
it ; Kingsmill's death lay at his door ; a court-martial 
found it diere ; and he accepted his fate like a gentle- 
man. A beam was run out from St. Thorn- j^ ^^^^ 
as's church tower, from which they swung Jjjj oh^ 
him off into the air; and there Hooker saw *®'^"- 
lum hanging in chains in ^^his Popish apparel,' ^^a 
Wy*waAer bucket and sprinklers, a sacring bell, and 

Toil. T. 18 
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a pair of beads" dangled about his body ; aiid there he 
hung till the clothes rotted away, and the c&rrion 
crows had pecked him into a skeleton ; and down be- 
low in St. Thomas's church order reigned, and a new 
vicar read the English liturgy. 

The eastern counties had been the scene meanwhile 
of another insurrection scarcely less formidable. 

On the 6th of July, four days after the commence* 
Ket'8 rebel- Dient of the sicgo of Exotcr, there was a 
****°* gathering of the people for an annual festival 

ta^o^Sr at Wymondham, a few miles from Norwich. 
wyTond- •* The crowd was large, and the men who were 
brought together found themselves possessed 
with one general feeling— a feeling of burning indig- 
nation at the un-English conduct of the gentlemen. 
The peasant, whose pigs, and cow, and poultry had 
been sold or had died, because the commons were gone 
where they had fed, — the yeoman dispossessed of his 
farm, — the farm servant out of employ, because where 
ten ploughs had turned the soil one shepherd now 
watched the grazing of the flocks, — the artisan smart* 
ing under the famine prices which the change of culture 
had brought with it : — all these were united in sufier- 
ing; while the gentlemen were doubling, trebling, 
quadrupling their incomes with then* sheep-farms, and 
adorning their persons and their houses with splendour 
hitherto unknown. 

The English commons were not a patient race. To 
them it was plain that the commonwealth was betrayed 
TheywioiTe for the benefit of the few. The Protector, 
tfaeirwiongs. they kuow, wished them well, but he could 
not right them for want of power. They must redress 
their own wrongs with their own hands. The word 
went out for a rising ; Robert Eet, a Wymondham 
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tenner^ took the lead ; and far and wide round Nor- 

"^nrich, out in the country, and over the border in Suffolk, 

±lie peasants spread in busy swarms, cutting down park 

jpalings, driving deer, filling ditches, and levelling 

l>anks and hedges. A central camp was formed on 

household Hill, on the north of Norwich, They forma 

-where Ket established his head-quarters ; and MouSthoid 

gradually as many as sixteen thousand men ^^^' 

collected about him in a camp of turf huts roofed with 

boughs. In the middle of the common stood with a couri 

^ ofjiuticei 

a large oak-tree, where Ket sate daily to ad- where the 

• . • 1 1 gentlemen 

minister justice: and there, day after day, are tried *« 

X ' 11 1 their offen- 

the onendmg country gentlemen were brought ces against 

the common* 

up for trial, charged with robbing the poor, wealth. 
The tribunal was not a bloody one. Those who were 
found guilty were imprisoned in the camp. Occa- 
sionally some gentleman would be particularly obnox- 
ious, and there would be a cry to hang him ; but Ket 
allowed no murdering. About property he was not so 
scrupulous. Property acquired by enclosing the people's 
lands, in the code of these early communists, was theft, 
and ought to be confiscated. " We," their i-ife Ja/e- ^ 

^ speetedf but 

leaders proclaimed, "the king's friends and property fa 

, '^ ' o not respect- 

deputies, do grant license to all men to pro- «<i- 

vide and bring into the camp at Mousehold all mannei 

of cattle and provision of victuals, in what place soever 

they may find the same, so that no violence or injury 

be done to any poor man, commanding all persons, as 

they tender the king's honour and Royal Majesty and 

the relief of the commonwealth, to be obedient to us 

the governors whose names ensue." To this The country 

order Ket's signature and fifty others were entered, 

attached ; and in virtue of a warrant which taken, a^d 

liberally construed, the country houses off. 



■ J 
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over the whole neighbourhood were entered. Nat 
only were sheep, cows, and poultry driven off, but guns, 
ftwoids, pikes, lances, bows, were taken possession of in 
the name of the people. A common stock was formed 
at Household, where the spoil was distributed ; and to 
make up for past wants, they provided themselves, in 
the way of diet, so abundantly that, in the time which 
odiuramp- the Camp lasted, twenty thousand sheep were 
In the camp, cousumed there, with ^^ infinite beefs,'' swans, 
hinds, ducks, capons, pigs, and venison. 

Considering the wild character of the assemblage, 
the order observed was remarkable. Chaplains were 
appointed, and morning and evening services — here 
not objected to — were regularly read. On the oak- 
The pulpit ^1*^ which was called the Oak of Reformatioii 
5^2S£?**' there was placed a pulpit, where the clergy 
*«^^- of the neighbourhood came from time to time, 

and were permitted without obstruction to lecture the 
people upon submission. Among others, came Matthew 
Parker, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury, who, 
^^ mounting into the oak, advised them to leave off their 
enterprise,*' or, if they reftised, at all events not " to 
waste their victuals," nor ^^ to make the public good a 
pretext for private revenge." The magistrates and 
other local authorities were powerless. In London, as 
we have seen, the Protector could not resolve on any 
distinct course of action* Of the Norfolk insurgents 
he was believed distinctly to approve, and even to have 
been in private communication with their leaders.^ 

1 Before censoring Somerset for what he did not do, one onght to be abk 
to judge what he was able to do ; and before blaming his commtmicatioiia 
one onght to know what they were. It is certain, however, that, whea th4 
Ingarreetion was put down, he pardoned and dismissed many prisoners wh« 
were sent to London for trial. Ket himself was not punished till after 
the duke's deposition from the Protectorate, and his lenienQr was appnnnei 



i»tt.l The CowicU offer Pardon. 19T 

For several weeks they were unmolested. The city 
of Norwich was free to them to come and go. The 
mayor himself, partly by compulsion, had sate TheMayoroc 
with Eet as joint assessor under the oak, and with Ket aa 
had been obeyed when he advised modera- sor. 
tion. The ultimate intention, so far as the people had 
formed an intention, was to give a lesson to TheobjMtoi 
the gentlemen and to reform the local abuses, merely locai 
They had no thought, like the western rebels, ment. 
of moving on London, or moving anywhere. They 
were in permanent session on Household Hill, and 
there they seemed Ukely to remain as long as there 
Were sheep left to be eaten and landowners to be pun* 
ished. 

At last, on the 31st of July, a herald appeared at the 
oak, bidding all the people, in the king's Theoonncu 
name, depart to their houses, and for all that J^°ha^S?* 
they had done promising, without exception, a ^piJf ^ 
free and entire pardon. The people shouted, ^p«"«- 
God save the king. They had lived a month at free 
quarters, they had given a lesson to the gentlemen, who 
had seen that the government could not protect them ; 
the pardon was a sanction to their enterprise, which 

•nd perhaps advised by Latimer. The following letter of Sir Anthony 
Ancher to Cecil, written on the 10th of September, shows the feeling with 
which the aristocratic party regarded both Latimer and Somerset : — 

" Under pretence of simplicity there may rest much mischief, and so I 
fear there doth in these men called Commonwealths, and their adherents. 
To declare onto you the state of the gentlemen — I m^an as well ths 
greatest as the lowest — I assure you they are in such doubts that almost 
they dare touch none of them, not for that they are afraid of them, but for 
that some of them have been sent up and come away without punishment. 
And that Commonwealth, called Latimer, hath gotten the pardon of others, 
and 80 they speak manifestly, that I may well gather some of them to be 
m jealon^cf my Lord^s friendship; and, to be plain, think my Lord'i 
Grace rather to will the decay of the gentlemen than otherwise. Then 
was never none that ever spake as vilely as these called Gommonwealtihs 
doee.** — MB, DomesUe, Edward VI. VoL VIU. State Paper Offioe. 
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might now fitly end* Undoubtedly, had the rising 
terminated thus, the Commons would have gained what 
Ketoon- they desired. Ket, however, stood upon the 
S^*^oa6 word. " Pardon," he said, was for offenders, 
no?i^Sc«** *"<^ t^®y were no offenders, but good servants 
J*^"* of the commonwealth. 

The herald replied that he was a traitor, and offered 
to arrest him. The people thought they were betrayed, 
and in the midst of wild cries and uproar the mayor 
drew off into the town, taking the herald with him, 
Thedispate and the gatos were closed. This was taken 

leads toa ^ , . , 

tight, and the at ouce as a declaration of war. A single 

tehels take , • /» • i 

Norwich. night servcd for the preparations, and the 
next morning Norwich was assaulted. So fierce and 
resolute the people were, that boys and young lads 
pulled the arrows out of their flesh when wounded^ 
and gave them to their own archers to return upon the 
citizens. After being repulsed again and again, a 
storming party at last made their way through the river 
over a weak spot in the walls, and the town was taken. 

Regular armies under the circumstances of the now 
victorious rebels are not always to be restrained, — an 
English mob was still able to be moderate. The Nor- 
wich citizens had not been oppressors of the poor, and 
plunder was neither permitted nor attempted. The 
guns and ammunition only were carried off to the camp. 
The herald attempted to address the people in the 
market-place, but they bade him begone. Such of the 
inhabitants as they suspected they detained as prisoners, 
and withdrew to their quarters. 

By this time the council were moving. The Pro- 
tector proposed at first to go himself into Norfolk;^ 
bat either he was distrusted by the others, or preferred 

1 CoUxm, M8. Vt^Mitian, F. 8 
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to leave the odium of severe measures to them. 
Northampton was selected to lead : and it is LordNor«i 

unpton.ints 

to be noticed that no reliance could be placed » v^y <>' 

*■ noblemen 

on levies of troops raised in the ordinary way ; «»d «««»«»«• 
Xiord Sheffield, Lord Wentworth, Sir An- to Norfolk. 
thony Denny, Sir Ralph Sadler, Sir Thomas Corn- 
^wallis, and other members of the Privy Council, went 
with him ; and their force was composed of the per* 
Bonal retinues of the lords and gentlemen, with a com- 
pany of Italians. 

The Norwich citizens, by this time alarmed at the 
humour of their neighbours, received them They enter 
eagerly. Northampton took the command where th« 

rebels at- 

of the town, and the gates were again closed, tack them. 
The next morning the fighting recommenced, the Ital- 
ians being first engaged ; and an Italian officer being 
taken prisoner, with the same national hatred of for- 
eigners which appeared in Devonshire, he was carried 
np to Mousehold, stripped naked, and hung. The 
insurgents having the advantage, brought their cannon 
close to the walls. In the night, under cover of a 
heavy fire, they attempted an assault ; and though they 
&iled, and lost three hundred men, they fought so res- 
oiutely and desperately, that Northampton renewed 
the offer which had been sent by the herald of a free 
pardon. 

But the blood of the Commons was now up for bat- 
tle. They had formed larger views in the weakness 
of the government. They replied that they had not 
taken up ai'ms against the king, but they would save 
the commonwealth and the king from bad advisers, and 
they would do it or die in the quarrel. Again the next 
day they stormed up to the walls. Struck xheeitjii 
down on all sides, they pressed dauntlessly *8»*»**''^ 
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on; a hundred and forty fell dead on the ramparfa, 
and then Ket forced his way into Norwich, a second 
LordShef- *™® victorfous. Sheffield was killed, Com- 
kuit^and wallis was taken, Northampton and his other 
ton'teob-^ companions fled for their lives. In the con- 
Ugedtofly fogjon some buildings were set on fire, aiid as 
a punishment to the inhabitants for having taken part 
against them^ the rebels this time plundered the houses 
of some of the more wealthy citizens. But they re- 
pented of having discredited their cause. The prop- 
erty which had been taken was made up afterwards in 
bundles, and flung contemptuously into the shops of 
the owners. ^ 

Parallel to this misfortune came the news that Henry 
TheProtec- ^^ Fraucc iu porsou had at last entered the 
fJunqiah^ BouUonuaise, and that there was a fresh ris- 
©?ilS^£g° ^"g ^^ Yorkshire, to which Russell's success 
Scotland, jjj Devonshire was the only counterpoise. It 
was characteristic of the administration of Somerset 
that, with half England in flames, and the other half 
disafiected, and now openly at war with the most pow- 
erful nation on the Continent, he was still meditating 
an invasion of Scotland. Of the Lanzknechts who 
had been brought over, some were in the west with 
Russell. The rest had been marched northwards un- 
der the command of the Earl of Warwick. But the 
defeat of Northampton made further perseverance in 
this direction impossible, Scotland ivas at last relin- 
tfutthe quished, left to itself, or to France. Orders 
•a'Srtha?*' were sent to Rutland, who was at Berwick, 

nownSded to cross the Twccd with such forces as ho 
•iMwheie. j^^j ^.^j^ jj.^^ ^^ j^^^j ^j^^ y^atk& at Had- 
dington, and, leaving there the bodies of thousands of 
meri, and the hundreds of thousands of pounds which 
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had been spent upon the fortifications, to bring off the 
garrison. Warwick's destination was changed to Nor- 
"wich, where he was ordered to proceed without delay. 
TThe German troops were to follow him by forced 
marches. 

Dudley, Earl of Warwick, was now passing into 
prominence ; he was the son of Edward Dud- TheEariof 
ley, who had been the instrument of the op- ^^^J^^, 
pressions of Henry VII., who, on the acces- JUJJJJ^^ 
sion of Henry VIII., had taken part in a Norfolk. 
treasonable attempt to secure the person of the young 
king, and had died on the scaffold. The faults of the 
&ther had not been visited on the son. John Dudley 
was employed early in the public service. He had 
distinguished himself as a soldier, a diplomatist, and as 
an admiral. As Lord Lisle, a title given to him by 
Henry, he had commanded the English fleet at Spit- 
head at the time of the French invasion of 1545, and 
he was second in command under Somerset at Mussel- 
burgh. Perfectly free from vague enthusiasm, in his 
&ults and in his virtues he was alike distinguished 
from the Protector. Shrewd, silent, cunning, and 
plausible, he had avoided open collision with the uncle 
of the king ; he had been employed on the northern 
Border, where he had done his own work skilfiilly ; and 
if he had opposed Somerset's imprudent schemes, he had 
submitted, Uke the rest, as long as submission was pos- 
sible. He had the art of gaining influence by affect- 
ing to disclaim a desire for it ; and in his letters, of 
which many remain in the State Paper Office, there 
is a tone of studied moderation, a seeming disinter- 
estedness, a thoughtfiil anxiety for others. With some- 
thing of the reality, something of the affectation of 
U^ qtialities) with great personal courage, and a cool** 
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n«ss which never allowed him to be off his guard, he 
had a character well fitted to impose on others, be* 
cause, first of all, it is likely that he had imposed upon 
himself. 

The news of the change in his destination, and of 
iTarwick the causes of it, reached him about the 10th 
sommand of August at Warwick. He wrote imme- 
with North- diatcly to Cecil to entreat that Northampton 
d« whom he might remain in the chief command. " Lord 
iwrro. Northampton," he said, "by misfortune hath 

received discomfort enough, and haply this might give 
him occasion to think himself utterly discredited, and 
so for ever discourage him. I shall be as glad, for my 
part, to join with him, yea, and with all my heart to 
serve under him, as I would be to have the whole 
authority myself. I would wish that no man, for one 
mischance or evil hap, to whicK all be subject, should 
be utterly abject." ^ Without waiting for an answer, 
and leaving the Germans to follow, he hastened to 
Cambridge, whither Northampton had retired, taking 
with him his sons Lord Ambrose and Lord Robert, 
Sir Thomas Palmer, Sir Marmaduke Constable, and 
Hecouects a fcw Other £:entlemen. Rallyin£; the re- 

tlw remains ^ o j o 

of North- mains of Northampton s force, he made at 

■mpton's ^ 

forces, and ouce for Norfolk. He reached Wymondham 

|oes to 114 1-1 

Norwich. on the 22d of August ; on the 23d he was 
before the gates of Norwich ; and for the third time 
Norroy Herald carried in the offer of a free pardon, 
with an intimation that it was made for the last time. 
Eet had at length learnt some degree of prudence, 
A pardon is ^^^ ^as inclined to be satisfied with his snc- 
Sf^ewSiJ cess. He allowed the herald to read the 
idSJfto^ proclamation in all parts of the town and 
'•^^* camp, he himself standing at his side; and 

1 Warwick to Cecil: l^tler, Vol. I. p. 193. 
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he had made up his mind to return with him and have 
an interview with Warwick, when an unlucky urchin 
who was present flung himself into an English atti- 
tude of impertinence, " with words as unseemly as his 
gesture was filthy." ^ Some one, perhaps a servant of 
the herald, levelled his harqiiebuse, and shot ^^ that 
ungracious boy through the body." A cut An accident 
with a whip might have been endured or ap- suapicionof 
proved ; at the needless murder shouts arose and they ' 
on all sides of treachery. In vain Ket at- fight it out 
tempted to appease the exasperation. He could not 
pacify the people, and he would not leave them. The 
herald retired from the city alone, and the chance of a 
bloodless termination of the rising was at an end. 

The rebels, after the second capture of Norwich, 
had retained possession of it. Warwick instantly ad- 
vanced. The gates were blown open, and he forced 
his way into the market-place, where sixty men, who 
were taken prisoners, were hanged on the spot. The 
insurgents, however, on their side, were not They capture 
idle. A number of them, making the cir- artmery,and 

,_ , *^,, heifl advised 

cuit of the walls, intercepted the ammunition t© retreat; 
waggons in the rear, and carried them off to Mouse- 
hold. The cannon were in front, and were placed at 
the north gate ; but, with little or no powder, they 
were almost useless ; and another party of the insur- 
gents, with picked marksmen among them, charged up 
to the batteries, swept them clear of men by a well- 
aimed shot from a culverin, and carried off the guns 
in triumph. 

Another storm of the city now seemed imminent. 
The force that Warwick had with him was the same 
whicb had been already defeated ; a panic spread 

^ Holinshed. 
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Bmong them, and Warwick was urged to abandon the 
town — to retreat, and wait for reinforcements. But 
he knew that two days, at the furthest, would now 
bring them, and he would take the chances of the 
interval. Death, he said, was better than dishonour* 
But hew- He would not leave Norwich till he had 
to put lown either put down the rebellion or lost his life. 
tfoQordie. But SO imminent appeared the peril at that 
moment, that he and the other knights and gentlemen 
drew their swords and kissed each other's blades, 
"according to ancient custom used among men of 
war in times of great danger." i 

Happily for Warwick, the rebels did not instantly 
The German foUow up their succcss, and in losing the 
me^^^ moment they lost all. On the 25th the 
JSdheSuts Germans came up, and he was safe. The 
pHe8*of''the "^^^ momiug, by a side movement, he cut 
rebel camp, ^g* ^^ camp from their provisions. They 

were left " with but water to drink, and fain to eat 
their meat without bread ; " ^ and on the 27th the 
whole body, perhaps 15,000 strong, broke up from 
Household, set fire to their cabins, and, covered by 
the smoke, came down from their high ground into 
Duffindale.^ They had made up their minds to fight 
a decisive action, and they chose a ground where all 

1 Holinshed, writing from the report of eye-wftnesses. 

2 Council to Wotton: MS, French, Edward VI. bundle 8. 
s Belying, it was said, on a fantastic prophecy — 

The country gruflb, Hob, Dick, and mdCj 

TVlth dubs iLnd clouted shoon, 
Shall fill up Dufflndale with blood 

Of slaughtered bodies soon. 

The extent to which wild "skimble skamble'* prophecies had extended 
through England, and really affected men^s conduct, forms at once one ot 
tiie XDmt peculiar features of the time, and one of the greatest difficulties in 
understanding it In Wycherley^s Confettum^ given above, it was said 
fhat Norfolk was rich m prophets, and several were kno¥m to be m Ket*i 
temp. 
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ftdrantages of irregular levies against regular troopi 
were lost. 

On the morning of the 27th they were drawn up in 
open fields where Warwick could attack at The rebels 
his pleasure. Before the first shot was fired ^i? mu^ 
he sent Sir Thomas Palmer forward, not now SSttif Sibw 
to offer a general pardon, for he saw tnat sue- '**® *'*^' 
cess was in his hand, hut exceptmg only one or two 
persons. The message was received with a shout of 
refiisal. The rebels opened the action with where th^ 
a round firom their cannon which struck SSglJe' 
down the royal standard; but never for a ******** 
moment had they a chance of victory ; the sustained 
fire of the Lanzknechts threw their dense and unor- 
ganized masses into rapid confusion. As they wavered, 
Warwick's horse were in the midst of them, and the 
fields were covered instantly with a scattered and fly- 
ing crowd. Ket rode for his life, and for the time 
escaped ; the rest fiilfiUed the misleading prophecy, and 
for three miles strewed Duffindale with their 3500 men 
bodies : 3500 were cut down ; one rarely ^^ ^®^' 
hears of ** wounded," on these occasions, except among 
the victors.^ A few only stood their ground ; and, 
seeing that flight was death, and that death was the 
worst that they had to fear, determined to sell their lives 
dearly. They made a barricade of carts and waggons, 
and with some heavy guns in the midst of them, pre- 
pared to fight to the last. Warwick respected their 
courage, and offered them a pardon. They Some, who 

ij» • iij-i i^j stood their 

had an impression he had brought down a ground, snrw 
barrel fiill of ropes and halters, and that they prisoners, 

1 The coitndl, In a letter to Doctor Wotton, at Paris, gives the numbet 
if killed at ^ about a thousand/* — French M88. bundle 8, State Papet 
Office. Holinshi^d, however, professed to have taken pains to inform him* 
self exactly, and the council would, perhaps, make the least of an anfoi^ 
tmtte business. 
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oBeoBditkm were to be made over to the mercies of the 
Htm Should grentlemen. They said they would submit if 
their lives were really to be spared ; but they 
would *^ rather die like men than be strangled at the 
pleasure of their enemies." Warwick declined to par- 
ley. He brought up the Germans with levelled match- 
locks, and they threw down their arms and surrendered. 
In this last party were some of the ringleaders of the 
movement. He was urged to make an example of 
them ; but he insisted that he must keep his promise. 
Either from policy or from good feeling he was disin- 
clined to severity. ** Pitying their case," he said, " that 
measure must be used in all things ; " and when the 
fighting was over, the executions, considering the times 
and the provocation, were not numerous. Ket and his 
Ketandhia brother William were soon after taken and 
taken, and scut to Loudou to bc examined by the council, 
don, A gunner, two of the prophets, and six more 

were hanged on the Oak of Reformation ; and from 
Sir Anthony Aucher's letter^ it appears that there 
were other prisoners whom the Protector released. In 
the autumn (but not till the change, which I shall 
presently describe, had taken place in the Government) 
the Kets were returned to their own county for punish- 
Andannitt- ment. Robert was huns: in chains on Nor- 

matdy ex- , ^ 

•eated. wich Castle ; William on the church tower at 
Wymondham. So ended the Norfolk rebellion, re- 
markable among other things for the order which was 
observed among the people during the seven weeks of 
awlessness. 

The rising in Yorkshire was at an end also, having 
*-«h. fro" t4e first been of a less serious kind, 
fwtahtoi, There, too, a prophecy had gone abroad 

1 Snpn. 
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"That there should no king reign in Eng- J^***^ 
land ; that the noblemen and gentlemen e^iiy. 
should be destroyed; the realm to be ruled by four 
governors, to be elected by the commons holding a 
parliament; the commotion to begin at the south 
and the north seas."^ 

The south having risen, the north followed. At one 
time as many as three thousand men were in arms, and 
three or four gentlemen were murdered. But the 
force of the county was able and willing to keep the 
peace. The rioters were put down, and the leaders 
disposed of. 

Thus with cost and difficulty internal peace was re- 
stored. But a success which involved the The wbei- 
destruction of ten thousand brave Englishmen Sn^SSjd*' 
by the arms of foreigners, added little either ?uit *£ nS" 
to the credit or the popularity of the govern- '^*^^^^^- 
ment, while it had consumed the whole sum which had 
been voted by Parliament beyond the private advances 
of the council, and an unknown sum which was ex- 
tracted in the course of the summer from the mint.^ 
Abroad it was even more difficult to repair the conse- 
quences of Somerset's mistakes. 

It has been mentioned that, at the beginning of the 
summer, Paget was sent to Flanders to make proposals 
to the Emperor for an alliance against France. Had 
the Protector been content to do one thing at a time 
— had he forborne from throwing England into con- 
fusion by precipitate changes in religion, it was prob- 
able tlat he might have succeeded, and France might 
have been forced to leave Boulogne, and restore the 

1 Holinshed. 

3 Notices remain in the PritHf Council Register of a thoDsand poonda to 
M fpent in one place, eight thousand in another, and so on, (f *^ ; 
gfowing of the mint.** 
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Queen of Scots. In Germany the Interim was not 
The Interim making progress. Duke Maurice, on whom 
vS^Bptog- Charles most depended, was encouraging his 
fiermany. subjocts in resistance ; ^ while the Catholics 
were equally unmanageable, threatening excommuni- 
cation, tyrannizing wherever they were strong enough 
and clamouring to Charles to withdraw the few con 
cessions which he had made.^ In Italy the Pope, 
supported by France, still maintained the seceders 
to Bologna. Cardinal del Monte declared, and the 
The Pope Frcuch ambassadors echoed, that two thirds 
Teinstate the of a couucil, with the conscut of the Papal 

Council at , • i r 

Trent, legate, might assuredly alter their place of 

session. If the Emperor was to dictate on a point of 
form, he would dictate next on a point of doctrine* 
The Pope took the same view. The Spanish bishops 
were remaining patiently at Trent. Paul imperiously 
commanded them to relinquish their schismatic and dis- 
obedient attitude, and rejoin their brethren. 

But the Spanish bishops obeyed a stronger master. 
They received the message with becoming reverence. 
They regretted that they wgre obliged to entreat his 
Holiness to accept their excuses. His Holiness's sum- 
mons to the council had invited them not to Bologna, 
but to Trent, as the spot the most opportune, on many 

^ Litters Wittenberg^ allatsB sunt significantes conyentam habitom 
•mnium subditoram Mauritii et Augusti D acorn, in quo conventu post 
habitam deliberationem ipsum Mauritium concionatoribus accitis, ordinibni 
omnibus prsesentibus denunciasse ut porro pergerent in suis ministeriis 
populo veritatem at hactenus prsdicare, et sacramenta rite administrare - 
nee qaicquam intermitterent quod ad verani pietatem facere et ad suum 
offidum pertinere existiment. Sibi carse futurum ut ab omni violentiH tuti 
sint. — Metu populi a se defecturi ad religionem se componit et adsimulat, 
cum experiatur omnes abhorrere ab Interim recipiendo. — Mont to the Pro* 
tector, June 15: MS. Germany^ Edward VI. bundle 1. 

* Episcopi ubique locorum ubi potentift superant omnem pietatem eztti^ 
fldiMQt Multas torbas concitant et dira interminantur. — Ibid. 
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groimdsi for the settlement of religion. Thej werB 
waiting, and would wait with meekness, till their breth- 
ren should return to them.^ The Pope was obstinate. 
The bishops were obstinate. Paul now desired to have 
the council at Rome, and the sittings at whichhe 
fiologna came to an end; "but the evil- ^JJUto 
omened phantom at Trent continued to draw ^"•* 
to it the timid and anxious eyes of Christendom, Uke a 
fiery portent in the sky." ^ Political complications, at 
the same time, combined more and more to unite the 
French and Papal interests against the Imperial. Gon- 
zaga continued to hold Piacenza. Octavio TheParmn 
Famese, Duke of Parma, and son-in-law of » q^^JSSS" 
the Emperor, in the hope, perhaps, of re- ^^^^u. 
covering his patrimony, was falling off from ~**d- 
the Pope, who was his grandfather, and attaching his 
fortunes to Charles. The Pope, indignant at his diso- 
bedience, himself sent troops into Parma, and took pos- 
session of it. Famese failing in an attempt to drive 
them out, applied to Gonzaga. Gonzaga told him that 
Parma should be his if he would hold it as a fief of 
the Empire, and Fatnese inclined to consent. 

The occupation of the duchy by an Imperial force 
would be accepted by France, it was well TheEmpcMt 
known, as a declaration of war. The Em- at wl?with 
peror had made up his mind, therefore, to ''*™** 
accept the quarrel, and the advances of England were 
likely to be heard with favour. Paget was instructed 
to " decypher the Emperour," make out his intentions, 
and do his best to help the war forward. p««etii 

1 • I • therefore 

The almost forgotten proposal to give him directed to 

o »^ i-^ o oflfor the 

Mary for a wife might be renewed ; or else ^Jjjj^^^ 
Mary, if he preferred it, might marry the Wm. 

1 PaUividno. > Ibid. 

VOL. V. 14 
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Prince of Portugal, and in either case Boulogne might 
be made over with her as a marriage portion. At any 
rate, Boulogne might be comprehended as part ^ the 
English dominions in the treaty already existing, which 
bound England and the Emperor mutually to assist 
each other in case of invasion.^ 

At the outset of his embassy, Paget reported favour- 
The Emperor able progrcss. The Emperor, he said, must 

had fhoaght i i • . \ o 

of consent- vcry soou be driven to war, and, for a cor- 
onttmak of responding advantage, might consent to take 

the rebellion ■* PTki t/><i 

in England, chargc ot Boulognc. In tact, he was san- 
guine of obtaining Charles's support on favoura- 
ble terms when the insurrection in England began. 
Then at once all was changed. The Emperor, who, 
under no circumstances, would have connected him- 
self with the Enghsh government except for imme- 
diate convenience, saw at once that he would gain no 
strength by the alliance, and would only embarrass 
himself. In vain Paget was directed to make the least 
of the disturbances.^ In vain he was told to affect 
indifference about Boulogne, and to hint that it might 
be convenient to relinquish it to France. So accom- 
plished a diplomatist as Paget could only despise the 
When the tricks which he was ordered to practise ; * 

negotiations . • • /» 

were In- and the Emperor, too well informed of the 
broken off; State of England to be the dupe of a shal- 
low artifice, broke off the negotiations abruptly.* 

1 Paget to the Protector, Jane 30: M8, Germantff bandlo 1, State Paper 
Office. 

2 Council to Paget, July 4: MS, Ihid. 
s Paget to Petre, July 8: MS, Ibid. 

4 ** Alas, Mr. Secretary, we must not think that heaven is here, but that 
wo live in a world. It is a wonderful matter to hear what brutes run alwoad 
hare of your things at home, which killeth my heart to hear. And I wot 
not what to say to them, because I know them to be true. And they be M 
well known here in eveiy man*s mouth, as you know them at the court, and 
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After so grave a failure, the step which prudence 
would have dictated would have been to do, in fiict, 
what Paget had been told insincerely to suggest ; that 
is, to come to terms with France, and give up Bou- 
logne. Three years were already gone of the eight 
for which England was to keep it, and France would 
have acquiesced in some moderately favourable ar- 
rangement with respect to the debts for which it was 
held in security. If the Protector could not bring 
himself to part with it before the time, then, at leasts 
he was boimd to take care that it was adequately gar- 
risoned. But he had allowed France to see that he 
considered himself as little bound to the letter of the 
treaty as themselves. Contrary to express stipulations, 
he had raised new forts in the BouUonnois, as well as 
at the mouth of the harbour. The neglect of engage- 
ments by the court of Paris may reasonably have ex« 
empted the English from the strict observance of 
them ; but when the Protector had built his ^^^ ^^, 
forts, he left them half-garrisoned and half- JS^piiJi ^j^ 
supplied, and to the repeated entreaties of Jj^jj"^^ 
the commanders he had returned only petu- atSskfrom* 
lant and angry refusals.^ Although warned ^'*°<^- 
of the intentions of the French government, he left 
events to their natural course of disaster, and he had 



I fear me better.** — Paget to Petre: M8, Germanfff bundle 1, State Paper 
Office. 

1 ^ Also, after the report and declarations of the defaults and lacks re- 
prated to you by such as did survey Boulogne and the pieces there, you 
would never amend the same defaults. You would not suffer Newhavea 
and Blackness (two castles behind Boulogne) to be furnished with men 
and victuals, although you were advertised of the defaults therein by the 
captains of the same pieces and others, and were thereto advertised by the 
king's council.** — Articles against the Protector, printed by Holinshed. 
And compare a letter of Paget to the Protector, dated July 7 : MS J)ome9» 
He, Edward VI. VoL VIII. State Paper Office. 
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now to fiice the consequences of hk complicated 
errors# 

On the 20th of July the English ambassador had 
The French au interview with Henry to suffgest the ap- 
pretend a poiutmeut of commissiouers to settle dis- 

dfifiiio to 

keep the putcs, " The Freuch kinff at that time did 

peaee with , . . 

England. not Only assent to the naming of the said 
commissioners, but further said he would continue his 
amity and friendship with the King's Majesty;" and 
as for war, he said, ^^par la foye de geniilhomme [on 
the honour of a gentleman], I will make none, but I 
will first give my good brother warning by word of 
mouth." ^ Within a day or two of that interview, the 
resolution was taken to use the opportunity of the 
The Bon- English rebellions. French troops at the 
lerisneyer- Very time wcro driving cattle on the Bou« 

thelessdaUy , ' « . , , « . i 

hiTaded. logue frontier, and on threat of repnsals, 
answered scomfiiUy that " for every bullock or sheep 
taken wheresoever it was, they would take again of 
Englishmen twenty; and that for every man slain 
they would slay forty," — " an answer," the English 
council exclaimed, " of a tyrant or Turk, and not of 
A French * Christian prince."^ A fleet suddenly left 
S^LSS^^ *^® Seine at the beginning of August, and 
•ndjeraey; made a dash at Guernsey and Jersey. Ac- 
cording to the French accounts, they were merely 
in pursuit of English privateers, which they encoun- 
tered and half destroyed ; ^ according to the English, 
they intended to surprise the islands, and met a serious 
defeat there.* Following up his first blow, Henry 

1 The Goiinca to Sir Philip Hoby t M8. Germany, handle 1 State Paper 

> The Council to Wotton: M8. Franee^ bundle 8, State Paper OSkm. 

• De Thou, lib. YI. 

« ** The French king, to take the Eing*s M^jeety anprorided^ 
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mformed the ambassadors that he intended to be hii 

own commissioner. He went down to Mot- ^^ 

treul, where troops had been silently col- ^S^fia 

lected, and passed in person into the Boullon- E^u^m 

nois. Besides Boulogne proper, the English STL^n. 

had now five detached works in the adjoining ^^' 

district : one at Bullenberg, on the hill at the back of 

the town; another at Ambletue, where there was a 

tidal harbour ; a third called Newhaven, at the mouth 

of the Boulogne river; a fourth, Blackness, a little 

inland ; and the fifth and most important, on the high 

^^nnd between Boulogne and Ambletue, called the 

Almain camp. This last was the key to the other four. 

The governor and the captain of the artillery had been 

bribed, and on Henry's summons, surrendered on the 

spot. Ambletue, Newhaven, and Blackness The outlying 

fell one ifter the other in rapid succession. Sf^S^ 

Bullenberg was thought by its commander, ***• ^^^' 

Su" Henry Palmer,^ to be untenable when the rest were 

gone. He applied to the Governor of Boulogne, Lord 

Clinton, for leave to abandon it, and with Clinton's 

consent levelled the walls, blew up the castle, and 

withdrew with his men and guns into the town;' 

8«t forth an am^ to the sea, and with the same attempted to snrprise the 
iBles of Goenasey and Jersey, and such of his Majesty's ships as were there, 
and were beaten from them with small honour and no small loss of his 
men.** — Council to Wotton: MS. France^ bundle 8, State Paper Office. 

1 CaimsMSS, State Paper Office. 

* For which Sir Henry Palmer was degraded and Clinton receired a rep- 
rimand. The home government " could not but marvel that they would 
aoocnt, by their c(«nmon agreement in council, to the abandoning and rais- 
mg of the King's Majesty's fort of Bullenberg, upon the vague fear and 
faint-hearted hearsay of Uie captains and others of that fort, and without 
any apparent or imminent peril. They could not but be sorry to under- 
•tand Uiat Englishmen such as have had some experience of the wan, 
•honld be so faint-hearted that they durst not look their enemies in the 
fiioe, but would, after such dishonoorable sort, both forget their dotiei and 
giv« over his Majesty's pieces.** — The Council to Clinton: n>id. 
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while Henry approached at leisure to Boulogne itself 
to revenge, as was supposed, by an immediate assault, 
his night defeat when Dauphin by Lord Poynings. 
By this time, however, the season was growing late ; 
the garrison was strengthened by the ti'oops brought in 
from Bullenberg, and the vast batteries raised by 
Henry VIII. would perhaps enable Clinton to protract 
his defence into the winter. The capture of the forts 
gave the French the command of the country. No 
supplies of any kind could be introduced from Eng- 
land unless escorted by ships of war ; and contenting 
himself with leaving galleys in Ambletue, and gar- 
A fleet of risons on all sides, which made the blockade 
jeys watch' complctc, the Frcnch king withdrew for a 
the harbour, few mouths, wcU assurcd that, with the ap- 
proaching spring, Boulogne must inevitably be his. 
Bullenberg cut the garrison off from the BouUonnois. 
French Their cattlc were gone. They had neither 
occupy the wood nor turf for fuel, nor means of obtain- 
September. ^^S ^*' ^^^ entire population of the town 
^e^ob- depended on England for its daily supplies, 
pendfor^Ss which the Amblctuc galleys were ever on 
^y^°° the watch to seize. The English council 
S?y bein- c^uld uot disguiso from themsclves the na- 
|^^[^j ture of the situation.^ On their part they 
^•^^- could only reply with a formal declaration of 
war. Their spirit had not sunk to a tacit endurance 
of invasion under the name of peace ; they recalled 
iheir ambassadors ; and, for ^^ their late manifold inju- 
ries, and also for that, contrary to honour, &ith, and 
godliness, the French king had taken away the young 
Scottish queen, the King's Majesty's espouse, by which 

1 The Goancil to Sir Philip Hoby : MS, Germcmy, bundle 1, State Pap« 
OOm. 
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marriage the realms of England and Scotland should 

have been united in perpetual peace,'* " they 

did intimate and declare him and all his sub- goT«niment 

jects to be enemies of the King's Majesty of 

England." 

Such was the result of an administration of some* 
thing less than three years by the Duke of Somerset. 
He had found the country at peace, recruiting itself 
after a long and exhausting war. The strug- ^he imIumm 
gle which he had reopened had cost, with JSmfiSltS* 
the commotions of the summer, almost a Sukeof*** 
million and a half, when the regular revenue ^°*«^*- 
was but 300,000?., and of that sum a third was wasted 
on the expenses of the household. The confiscated 
church lands, intended to have been sold for public 
purposes, had been made away with, and the ex- 
chequer had been supplied by loans at interest of thir- 
teen and fourteen per cent., and by a steadily main- 
tained drain upon the currency. In return for the 
outlay, he had to show Scotland utterly lost,. the Im- 
perial alliance trifled away, the people at home mu- 
tinous, a rebellion extinguished by foreign mercenaries 
in which ten thousand Uves had been lost, the French 
conquests held by Henry VIII. as a guarantee for a 
repudiated debt on the point of being wrested A*om 
his hands, and of the two million crowns due for them, 
but a small fraefeion likely now to be forthcoming; 
finally, formal war, with its coming obligations and 
uncertainties. 

The blame was not wholly his. The Protector's 
power was probably less than it seemed to be, and 
the ill-will and perhaps the rival schemes of others 
may have thwarted projects in themselves feasible. 
Tet it may be doubted whether, if he had tieen 
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w1)oIly free to pursue his own way, his blunders would 
not have been even more considerable; and by contemn 
porary statesmen delicate allowances were not likely to 
be made &r a ruler who had grasped at an authority 
which had not been intended for him, and had ob- 
tained it under conditions which he had violated. His 
intentions had been good, but there were so many of 
them, that he was betrayed by their very number. He 
was popular with the multitude, for he was the de^ 
fender of the pocM* against the rich ; but the magnifi* 
cent weakness of his character had aimed at achieve* 
ments beyond his ability. He had attempted the 
work of a giant with the strength of a woman, and in 
his failures he was passionate and unmanageable ; while 
the princely name and the princely splendour which he 
affected, the vast fortune which he had amassed amidst 
the ruin of the national finances, and the palace which 
was rising before the eyes of the world amidst the 
national defeats and misfortunes, combined to emHUer. 
the irritation with which the council regarded him. 

In the presence, therefore,-of the finiits of Somerset's 
bad management, it is idle to look for the causes of hk 
deposition from power in private intrigue or personal 
ambition. Both intrigue and ambition there may have 
been ; but, assuredly, the remaining executors of the 
will of Henry VIII. would have been as negligent as 
Somerset was incapable, if they had liUowed the inter*- 
ests of the nation to remain any longer in his hands. 
He had been sworn .to act in no matter of importance 
without their advice and consent ; he had acted alone, 
— he had not sought their advice, and he would not 
listen to their remonstrances, and the consequences 
were before them. Warwick, Southampton, Rassell, 
Herbert, St. John, Arundel, Paget, might possiMj 
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govern no better, but they had not failed as yet, and 
Somerset had failed. Their advice, if taken in time, 
would have saved Boulogne and perhaps prevented the 
rebellion ; and whether others were fit or The Protao 
unfit, the existing state of England was a shown hiz»- 
fktal testimony of the incapacity of the Pro- capahie ad- 
tector.. The council therefore resolved to the council* 
interfere. The motives which determined hiterfere. 
them they expressed for themselves in a memorandum 
i^hich they thought well to lay before the Emperor. 

** The late king," they said, " did constitute and 
appoint sixteen of his Highness's councillors, October. 
whom he especially trusted, his executors, piiiJ®th«if 
and willed that those sixteen, using the ad- Sn^rto*tti» 
vice of certain others appointed to assist *^p««*- 
them, should not only have the government of the 
King's Majesty's person during his tender years, but 
also the rule of the whole realm and the managing of 
all his Majesty's weighty afiairs during the same time ; 
which will, after the death of our said late master, was 
accepted and sworn unto by all the executors. The 
Duke of Somerset nevertheless, then Earl of Hertford, 
not contented with the place of Councillor whereunto 
he was called, sought by all the ways and means he 
Gould devise to rule, and in the end, for that he was 
one of the executors, uncle also to the King's Majesty 
by the mother's side, by much labour and such other 
means as he used, obtained to have the highest place 
in council,^ and to have the title and name of Gov- 

^ In a rough draft of this memorandum among the council records, 
Somerset's election to the Protectorate is ascribed less absolutely to his own 
exertions. *'■ The Lords considering that it should be expedient to hava 
one, as it were, a mouth for the rest, to whom all such as had to do with 
Hm whole body of the council might resort, after some consultation, chost 
by their common agreement the Duke of Somerset." — MS, DomuUo 
Bdward VI. Vol. IX. State Paper Office. 
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emor of his Majesty's most royal person and Protector 
of his Highness's realm and dominions — with tliia 
condition notwithstanding, that he should do nothing 
touching the state of the affairs of his Highness with- 
The Protec- out the advicc of the rest of the council or 

tor having 

promised to the morc part of them, which to perform he 

be guided by . , , ■*• 

their advice, faithfully promised and swore in open coun- 
cil. And yet nevertheless he had been never so little 
while in that room, but, contrary to his said promise, 
he began to do things of most weight and importance, 
yea, all things in effect, by himself, without calling any 
of the council thereunto. And if for manners' sake 
Had acted on ^^ Called any man, all was one, for he would 
jlS^ent, order the matter as pleased himself, refusing 
fas^dtolT t^ hear any man's reason but his own; and 
^ve\h*ek*° in short time became so haught and arrogant, 
opinion. ^Y\2it he sticked not in open council to taunt 
such of us as frankly spake their opinions in matters, so 
far beyond the limits of reason as is not to be declared. 
Which thing perceived, we did both all together openly, 
and eveiy one of us or the more part of us apart, often- 
times gently exhort him to remember his promise ; but 
all hath not prevailed. The success of his government 
hath been such as there is no true-hearted Englishman 
that lamenteth not in his heart that ever he bare rule 
in the realm. As we have devised with him for the 
preservation of his Majesty's person and honour, so 
In conse- ^^^^^ he, by continuing in his wilfulness and 
ffthro^ insolency, wrought the contrary, setting forth 
intoiM^"? such proclamations and devices as whereby 
^^^^'^- the commons of the realm have grown to 
such a liberty and boldness that they sticked not to 
rebel and rise in sundry places of the realm in great 
numbers, with such uproars and tumults, as not only 
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the King's Majesty was in great danger, but also the 
realm brought to great trouble and hindrance : of 
which tumults, as the said duke was indeed the very 
original and beginning, so did he mind to use the like 
again, entertaining the most notablest captains and 
chiefest ringleaders of the said commotions with great 
gifts and rewards, and some also with annual livings,^ — 
leaving in the mean time the King's Majesty's poor 
soldiers unpaid, and his Highness's pieces so unfurnished 
of men, munition, and money, as thereby hath not 
only ensued the loss of some of them already, but also 
Boulogne by that means, and the members uehadau 
about, remaineth at this present in very great Boulogne. 
danger. 

" As for his government at home in other affairs, it 
hath been too ill to rehearse, for there fell no uis adminis- 
office of the King's Majesty's, but either he home had 
sold it for money, or else he bestowed the rupt: he 

PI* . -I had set aside 

same upon one ot his own servants, or else the law ; 
upon some other such as were of his faction, displacing 
sundry honest and grave ministers and officers of his 
Majesty's, putting in others such as he liked in their 
rooms ; and, finally, so perverted the whole state of 
the realm as the laws and justice could have no place, 
being all matters ordered and ended by letters and 
commissions from himself contrary to our laws and 
against all order. And albeit by his occasion these 
troubles among us have been great, yet ceased he not 
in the midst of trouble and misery to build for himself 
in four or five places most sumptuously without any 

1 I have not been able to obtain any clear details justifying these 
charges, but in the State correspondence of the month following the in- 
•urrection, there are repeated complaints of Somerset's supposed favour for 
vhe insurgents; and an accusation so specific I consider most likely to b« 
tme. 
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respect or regard in the world, in such sort that, at 
And they lenffth, when we saw that counsel could not 

would not . 

lit stiu and prevail, and that his pride grew so fast, we 

Bubmitany \ , n rv. i i 

longer. thought We could suiier no longer, unless we 
would in effect consent with him in his naughty doings." ^ 

If allowance be made for passionate colouring and 
the tendency inevitable at such a time to visit on the 
leaders of a party the misdoings of dependents, this 
statement must be accepted as a not unfair account 
of the truth. Too honourable himself to stoop to cor- 
ruption, the Duke of Somerset was profuse in his 
habits, and not too curious, probably, as to the conduct 
of the profligate adventurers who surrounded and flat- 
tered him, and in supplying his necessities took tenfold 
advantage to themselves. 

At first the council had no intention of using vio- 
The first in- leucc. They intended to remonstrate in res- 
no more than olute language, '• and if they could by any 

to oblige him i_ r 1 , i_. , ^ .J 

to keep the mcans havc brought him to reason, to avoid 
which he troublc and slander." ^ It was the first week 
admitted to in Octobcr ; Somerset was at Hampton Court 
torate. with the king, having with him Cranmer, 

Paget, Cecil, Petre, Sir Thomas Smith, and Sir John 
Thynne. Lord Russell and Sir William Herbert were 
still in the west with the army. In London, of the 
original executors, were Warwick, St. John, South- 
ampton, Sir Edward North, and the two Wottons; 
with them were Rich, Lord Chancellor, Sir Richard 
Southwell, Sir Edward Peckham, and Lord Arundel : 
members all of them of the council, which had been 
hIso appointed by the will of the late king. 

The lords in London, as Warwick and the rest were 

1 MB, Germany^ Edward YI. bundle 1, State Paper Office 
s Ibid. 
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called) bad dined twice together for a private confer* 
^nce,^ when the Protector learnt from some The Proteo- 
quarter that there was a design of interfering accuaee 
with him, and, with injudicious irritation, he treason 

, •' . against the 

resolved to treat them as traitors. The ^iog, 
young king was persuaded that there was a conspiracy, 
nominally against the Protector, but really against 
himself.^ A paper was written,^ printed, and scat- 
tered about the streets of London, in which the Privy 
Council was described as "but late from the dung- 
hill," " a sort of them more meet to keep swine than 
to occupy the offices which they do occupy," "con- 
spiring to the impoverishing and undoing of all the 
commons in the realm ; " " they had murdered the 
king's subjects," and fearing that the Protector would 
compel a redress of the injuries under which the peo- 
ple suffered, had conspired to kill him first and then 
the kmg, and "to plant again the doctrine of or intending 
the devil and Antichiist of Rome."* Som- fu'thori^y"?; 
erset himself sent his son Lord Edward Sey- ^^ Papa«y» 
mour with letters in the king's name to Russell and 
Herbert, entreating them to come to the And caiis oi 

' ^ ' c Russell and 

rescue oi the crown irom a conspiracy or Herbert to 
villains with all the force which they could crown. 
jraise.^ Inflammatory handbills were dispersed through 
the adjoining towns and villages calling on the peas- 
antry to take arms for the Protector — the people's 

1 Draft of the Memorandum: MS. Domestic, Vol. IX. State Paper Office. 
3 Directions to the King for a Letter to be addressed to the Lords: Tytler, 
Vol I. p. 207. 

* By some unknown hand. The signature is Henry A. : Ibid. p. 208. 

^ The writer seemed to fear that the authorities of the city would join 
with the lords. " As for London, called Troy untrue," the paper concludes. 
^ Merlin saith that 23 aldermen of hers shall lose their head? in one day 
which God grant to be shortly." 

* MS. Domestic, Edward VI. VoL IX. 
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friend;^ a commission was issued under the king's 

He requires ^cal, requiring all liege subjects to rise, "and 

Mtionio repair with harness and weapons to Hamp- 

'*^» ton Court to defend the crown." ^ The 
corporation of London were commanded to arm and 

And desires despatch a thousaud men, and in a private 

tton^ofLcS- letter Somerset ordered the heutenant of the 

hSa^thou- Tower to admit no member of the council 

•and men. within tllC gatCS. 

These extraordinary measures were all taken in the 
first few days in October, before the lords had pro- 
ceeded to any open act even of remonstrance. On 
the morning of the 6th, when the handbills, letters, 
The council and commissious were already sent out, the 
has done. couucil, knowiug uotlung of any of them, 
met at Ely Place in Holborn, and after a final recon- 
sideration of the state of the country, were mounting 
their horses to go to Hampton Court " in a friendly 
manner, with their ordinary servants " only,^ when 
Petre and some other gentlemen rode up to the gates 
to inquire, in the Protector's name, for what purpose 
they were breaking the peace of the country, and to 
warn them that, if they went to the court, they would 

1 " Good people, in the name of Grod and King Edward, let us rise with 
all our power to defend hitn and the Lord Protector against certain lords 
and gentlemen and chief masters, who would depose the Lord Protector, 
and so endanger the king's royal person, because we, the poor commons, 
being injured by the extortions of gentlemen, had our pardon this year by 
the mercy of the king and the goodness of the Lord Protector, for whom 
let us fight, for he loveth all just and true gentlemen which do no extortion, 
and also the poor commonwealth of England." — Tytler, Vol. 1. p. 210. 

2 MS. Domestic^ Vol. IX. State Paper Office. At the bottom of the 
page is written, " This is the true copy of the King's Majesty's commis- 
sion, signed with his Majesty's seal and hand, and with the Lord Protec- 
tor's Grace's sign." The date is October 5. Mr. Tytler has printed the 
Commission from another copy, dated October 1, which is a mistake. 

8 Privy Council Register , Edward VL MS, The Protector's party said 
ihat they were ^cing armed to seize his person. 
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be arrested as traitors.^ The same morning five hun- 
dred of the duke's men had been furnished with har- 
ness fi:om the royal armoury, besides the usual guard, 
and the palace gates were barricaded. 

Petre, soon satisfied that the Protector was wrong 
md the lords were right, did not return, but The other 
remained and joined them. The rupture were in 
was made known to the world the same day them. 
oy the issue of the duke's commission ; and Shrews- 
bury, Sussex, Went worth, Mr. Justice Montague, and 
Sir Ralph Sadler, who were in London, took their 
places by the side of the council in support of the re- 
monstrance. The Lord Mayor was summoned, and 
charged on his allegiance to send no men to Hampton 
Court. Circulars were despatched into the They issue 
neighbouring counties, explaining the real Sav?lhe 
circumstances, and charging the magistrates ^et*^nd^' 
to keep the peace. The lieutenant of the JJonS^^f 
Tower was required to surrender his charge, '^^'^'^' 
and complied without resistance. So passed the day 
m London. 

At Hampton Court the Protector waited anxiously 
for his messenger. His proclamation had brought to- 



1 There is some difficulty about the terms of Petre's message. Part, 
perhaps, was his own information ; part the message he was entrusted to 
give. Edward, in his Journal^ says that Sir William Petre " was sent to 
know for what cause the lords had gathered their powers together, and if 
they meant to talk with the Protector, they should come in a peaceable 
manner." The Protector, in a letter written the following day, said that 
h3 had ''sent Mr. Petre with such a message, as whereby might have en- 
dued the surety of his Majesty's person, the preservation of his realm and 
mbjects." The Privy Council Register says: "As they were ready to 
aave mounted upon their horses they were certainly advertised, as well by 
credible reports of divers gentlemen as by letters subscribed oy the hand 
of the said Lord Protector, that he, having some intelligence of then 
(ovdships' intents, had suddenly raised a power of the commons to the hi< 
Wnt, if their lordships had come, to have destroyed them." 
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gether a vast crowd of people, but as much, it seemed, 
from curio^ty as £rom any warmer feeling towards him- 
;sel£ The outer quadrangle was thronged with armed 
taen, and as evening fell, by the glare of torchlight, 
Edward was brought down across the court and made 
to say to them, — " Good people, I pray you be good 
The Protec- to US and to our uncle." The Protected' him- 
to the people, self then addressed them wildly, passionately, 
hysterically. " He would not fall alone," he said. " If 
he was destroyed, the king would be destroyed — king- 
dom, commonwealth, all would perish together." ^ The 
people listened, but he failed to rouse them to enthu- 
siasm — chiefly, perhaps, because he was saying what 
was not true. His words fell dead ; men might feel 
for him, but they would not rise into insurrection for 
him. ^etre, meanwhile, did not come back, and 
friends brought in disheartening news from London. 
And caisriefl After mcasurcs so rash as those which he had 
the night" Ventured, Hampton Court seemed danger- 
SSiCoSrtto ^^s ; and at once, in the darkness, he called 
Windsor. ^Q horse, to be off in the dead of the night 
to Windsor. Edward was suffering from a cough, but 
there was no remedy, he must follow his uncle ; and 
there was haste and scurry, armour clanking, servants 
rushing to and fro, the flashing of lights, and the tramp 
of horses ; in the midst of the confusion, the Duchess 
of Somerset, fearing how matters might go, gathered 
up her jewels, and with some few clothes violently 
crammed together, escaped across the garden to a 
barge, and dropped down the stream to Kew. 

The court reached Windsor before dawn in the au- 
tumn morning. The castle was unprovided with or- 

1 Papers relating to the Protector: M8, Domestic, Edward YI* Vol IX 
State Paper Office. 
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binary necessaries, and the king's weak chest suffered 
Leavily from the wild careless ride.^ The archbishop, 
who would not leave Edward, was with the party ; 
and Paget, the truest friend that Somerset had, who 
had so often warned him in vain, remained now at his 
side, to watch over him and prevent his rashness from 
compromising him fatally. 

The council, hearing in the morning ^{ this last un- 
advised movement, despatched waggons to Thecouncu 
the castle with supplies of food and furni- wng; 
fcure,^ and at the same time wrote to the king to say 
that they had received Sir William Petre's message, 
that they were sorry he should doubt their fideHty, 
and that their only desire was for an improvement in 
the administration. They had endeavoured again and 
again by gentle means to check the extravagances of 
the Duke of Somerset ; and their supposed conspiracy 
was no more than a resolution to discharge the duty 
which his father's will had laid upon them, and to re- 
monstrate more effectually. By the same And to 
messenger they sent a letter to Paget and cranmer, 

^^ ^""^ who WGT^ 

Cranmer, protesting against the attitude with the Pro- 
which the Protector had assumed towards plaining 

.J 1 • 1 • 1 , 1 1 i 1 theirmotlTa 

them, which might lead to dangerous conse- and protest- 
quences. They had intended nothing but to his conduct. 
give advice, and, if necessary, to press their advice ; 
and if he would now dismiss the force which he had 
called out, they were prepared to settle their differ- 
ences with him quietly. Both Sir William Paget and 
the archbishop, however, must be aware of the danger of 
the course on which the Protector seemed to have en- 
tered, and they implored them as they valued their du 

1 Paget to the Council: MS. Domestic, Vol. IX. State Paper Office. 
< OomcU RegitUr MS. 
▼OL.y. 15 
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ties, to use their influence for the safety of the common* 
They send Wealth.^ At the Same time they sent a courier 
to Russeu to Herbert and Russell with explanations, and 
Herbert. * took fresh steps to prevent Somerset's proc- 
lamation for raising the country from taking effect. 

The yeomen of the guard were marched to Wind- 
sor, " the lords fearing the rage of the people, so little 
quieted ; " ^ and the Protector had nothing to fear, 
could he bring himself to relinquish the power which 
he had misused. The distracted state of mind into 
The Protec- which he had fallen is curiously indicated in 

tor is uncer- , , 

tain and agi- the Icttcrs and manifestoes which he con- 

tated, and 

offers to tinned to issue, and which are fiill of eras- 
submit on , 1 A 1 1 Q T^ 

conditions. uFcs, corrcctious, and atter-thoughts.^ Pos- 
sibly he might have acted more wisely, could he but 
have shaken off the ill-omened crew whose fortunes 
would change with his own. Letters between himself 
and the lords crossed and recrossed on the road. On 
the same 7th of October, before the letter of the coun- 
cil to the king was brought in, the duke had written 
to them a second time, apparently wavering. If they 
chose to press matters against him to extremity, he 
said he was prepared to encounter them. If they 
could agree to reasonable conditions, and intended no 
injury to the king, he would make no more difficulties. 
In the evening the messenger came in from London . 
The king in- ^^^ ^^ nQ:Li moming, October 8, Sir Philip 
the'protitor Hoby, who had come to Windsor, returned 
that Mb1t?a^ ^^^ ^^0 kiug's auswer, dictated probably by 
poto^^oii Somerset, a private letter of Somerset him- 
both BidBA. self to Warwick, and another to the councfl 
from Paget and Cranmer. 

1 The Council to the Lords at Windsor: Ellis, Ist series, Yol. II. 
8 King Edward's Journal. 
In the handwriting of Sir Thomas Smith, who was actmg ai Ui 
l§emUry, ^M8, DomesHc^ Vol. IX. 
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The first was moderate, apologetic, and intercessory. 
It admitted that the Protector had been indiscreet, but 
all men had faults, and faults could be forgiven. Sir 
Philip Hoby would explain what could not be so read~ 
ily written ; but in meantime a list of articles was en- 
closed, which Somerset had signed, containing a dec- 
laration that he had not intended, and did not intend, 
any hurt to the lords ; that if any two of them would 
come to Windsor, and state their wishes to two other 
noblemen to be named by the king, he would submit to 
any terms which, after discussion, should be resolved 
upon, whatever those might be.^ In the letter to War- 
wick the duke declared before God that he had meant 
no harm to him ; nor could he believe that Warwick had 
desired to injure himself. They had been old friends, 
and he appealed to his heart to remember it.^ Paget 
and the archbishop wrote in the same tone. They evi- 
dently felt that the Protector had added seriously to 
the danger of his position by his appeal to the com- 
mons. He would resign his office, they said, but he 
could not place himself in their hands unconditionally. 
Life was sweet, and they must not press him too hard.* 
Finally, Sir Thomas Smith added another sirThomas 
letter to Petre. The Protector had yielded that the Pro- 

tec tor will 

to the persuasion of his friends, and would abdicate, 
refuse no reasonable terms. He would re- everything, 

!• •■!/¥» J* 'x j.i_* xi- • 1 i. °° condition 

Imquish omce, dignity, everything they might that his ufe 
require. He only begged for his life. Such S>ared! 
an offer ought not to be rejected, " nor the realm be 
made in one year a double tragedy and a lamentable 
spoil, and a scorning stock of the world." * 

1 The King to the Lords, October 8 : Tytler, Vol. I. p. 220. Article! 
fifpied by the Protector: Burnet's Collectanea. 

2 The Protector to Warwick, October 8 : Stow. 

• Tytler, Vol. I. p. 223. * Ibid. p. 238. 
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When the Protector was one day inviting the naition 
to take arms for him, and the next was begging (or his 
life, the causes of his alternate moods cannot be accu- 
A meeting iB rately tracod. On the 8th of October, before. 
Guildhall, Hoby's arrival, a meeting had been held at 
council the Guildhall, where the lords a sec(Mid time 
Sty. explained their conduct. They assured the 

City that they had no thought of undoing the Refor- 
mation, or of altering the order of religion as now 
established. The next pomt of importance was the 
answer from Herbert and Russell, who had command 
of the army. 

On learning f5pom Lord Edward Seymour that the 
king's person was in danger, the generals had pushed 
forward by forced marches to Andover. There, how-^ 
ever, letters reached them fixwn the council ; and the 
real danger to be feared was not, as they found, from 
a conspiracy of the lords, but from a fresh insurrection 
of the commons on the invitation of Somerset. They 
halted, sent back to Bristol for cannon, called about 
them the gentlemen of Hampshire and Wiltshire, and 
charged them on their lives to put down all assemblies 
of the people. The proclamations were telling in all 
directions. " The country was in such a roar that no 
man wist what to do." Barely in time to prevent 9. 
Russell and general rising, they fell back on Wilton- 

Herbertsena ■, . ,-, ^ ^i ^ • :i 

their answer whcro the peril was most threatening, and 
tector. sent Lord Edward again to his father mith 
the following answer : — » 

Please it your Grace, 

We have received your letter not without great 
SSfSws lamentation and sorrow, to perceive the civil 
J^^j^* .dissension which has happened between your 
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Grace and the nobility. A greats plague ^orrjtLvm 

Govld not be sent into this realm from Grod, tween him- 
self and the 

being the next way ta make us of conquerors lords. 
slaves, and to induce upon us an universal calamity and 
thraldom, which we pray God so to hold his holy hand 
over us as we may never see it. And for answer this 
is to signify that so long as we thought that so long as 
the nobility presently assembled had conspired there was a 

• 1 T7-» »■»*■•» 1 conspiracy 

against the King s Majesty s person, so long against the 
we came forward with such company as we hrdcome 
have for the surety of his highness as apper- forced 

...1 A-i i*.<i*i •! marches In 

tameth. And now having this day received ws defence. 
advertisement from the lords, whereby it is given us to 
understand that no hurt or displeasure is meant towards 
the King's Majesty, and as it doth plainly appear unto 
us that they are his Highness's most true and loving 
subjects, meaning no otherwise than as to their duties 
of allegiance may appertain ; so in conclusion it doth 
also appear unto us that this great extremity proceedeth 
only upon private causes between your Grace and 
them. We have, therefore, thought most convenient, 
in the heat of this broil, to levy as great a power as we 
may, as well for the surety of the King's Majesty's 
person, as also for the preservation of the State of the 
realm ; which, whilst this contention endureth by fac- 
tion between your Grace and them, may be in much 
peril and danger. 

We are out of doubt, the devil hath joot so enchanted 
nor abused their wits as they would consent to any- 
thing prejudicial and hurtful to the King's most noble 
person, upon whose surety and preservation, as they 
w^ell know, the state of the realm doth only depend ; ^ 

1 An expression with mate meanuig than shows on the surface. Amoi^ 
llie divisians in England, loyalty to the reigning sovereign was the o je ewk^ 
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and having consideration of their honour, discretions. 
But finding and continucd truth unto the crown, we 
council have belicve the same so assuredly as no other 

nosucliin- , j* j /» ^i 

tention, and argument may dissuade us from the contrary. 
•confidence in And for our owu parts we trust your Grace 
tyrSiTy^i doubteth not but that as we have, and will, 

for them- ■ ^ ■» » ■% ■% ■, • m 

ieives keep and must havc a special regard and consid- 
quieT"° '^ eration of our duties of allegiance unto the 
King's Majesty, so shall we not be negligent to do our 
parts like faithful subjects, for the surety of his High- 
ness accordingly, beseeching your Grace that his 
They trust Majesty in anywise be put in no fear ; and 
^H^rove ^^^ your Grace would so conform youi'self 
^^^°^^' as these private causes redound not to an uni- 
versal displeasure of the whole realm. 

Would God all means were used rather than any 
blood be shed ; which, if it be once attempted, and the 
case brought to that misery that the hands of the no- 
bility be once polluted with each other's blood, the 
quarrel once begun will never have an end till the 
realm be descended to that woeful calamitv that all 
our posterity shall lament the chance. Your Grace's 
His appeal to proclamations and billets sent abroad for the 
they^Stteriy raising of the commons we mislike very much, 
disapprove, 'pj^^ wickcd and evil-disposed persons shall 
stir as well as the faithful subjects ; and we and those 
other gentlemen who have served, and others of wor- 
ship in these counties where the same have been pub- 
lished, do incur by these means much infamy, slander, 
and discredit. 

Thus we end, beseeching Almighty God the matter 

ment on which all parties were agreed. With the glare of the wars of th« 
Roses still visible so plainly, no question was permitted to be pr^sied to 
point which touched the throne. 
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be 80 used as no effusion of blood may follow, and 
therewithal may be a surety of the King's Majesty and 
of the state of the realm. ^ 

Somerset had shown ability as a general, and his 
courage in the field was unimpeachable ; but in social 
and political life his tendency was ever to confound 
the imaginary and the real; to be extreme alike in 
his hopes and fears, and to govern himself rather by 
momentary emotion than by serious thought. He was 
like a woman in noble enthusiasms — like a woman in 
passionate sensibility : but he had the infirmity both of 
men and women whom fortune has spoilt ; he could 
endure no disappointment, and a molehill in his path 
became a mountain. Thus an amicable intention of 
remonstrance he had construed into a conspiracy 
against the king, — thus he believed that the council 
desired to murder him, — thus, when his appeal to the 
country was likely to fail, he sunk into the extreme of 
despondency and submission ; and now, when his son 
relumed with the letter from the army, wJiich, after 
his resolution to resign, need not have affected him, he 
fell again into a hysterical panic. Nothing so keenly 
irritates nervous excitement as the cold language of 
truth, and in the emphatic condemnation of his conduct, 
which he must have known to be just, he saw again 
gleaming before him the axe of the executioner. On 
the Wednesday morning the council heard TheProtec- 
&om Windsor that the yeomen of the guard tuteshisowi 

^^ BGTy&Dts for 

had been removed or disarmed ; that the the yeomen 
tastle was held only by the Protector's ser- andmedi- 
fants in the royal uniform ; that in " a great taking th« ' 
presence " Somerset had declared that, '' if him 

1 Tytler, VoL I. p. 216. 
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the lords intended his death, the King's Majesty ishoidd 
die before him, and if thev intended to famish him, 
they should also famish his Majesty/' ^ The belief at 
the court was that he meditated a second flight, and 
intended to cany the king to Wales, to Jersey, or to 
the Continent. 

If, in bis present hnmonr, he attempted any sadi 
enterprise, his flight through the country with the king 
in his company would rekindle a universal conflagra- 
tion. Sir Philip Hoby was sent back with an answer 
Tbeeoancfl fi^m the couucil to Edwaid. They repeated 
gj^^^ their assurances that they were acting <mly 
STo^Si'" for the public good. They protested that 
cro^s,ftiid ^^y were not under the influence of personal 
j5S^J5^J, jealousies. The Duke of Somerset, Mrith the 
^^ILn^ worst possible consequences to the country, 
^^' had broken the engagement to which he had 

bound himself. They could not make conditions with 
him or appoint commissioners to treat with commis- 
sioners. He must disarm his followers, and consent to 
share with them the common position (^ a subject, 'as 
the late king had intended.^ 

To Cranmer and Paget the council wrote more im* 
TiM7i«|im« periously. They were surprised, and in the 
^SL'Smo highest degree displeased at the removal of 
r^^of* the royal guard. As they tendered their 
SriSJL** duties to God and the country, let not the 
'^"^ Lords allow the king to be carried away firom 

Windsor, or they should answer for it at their utter- 
most perils. They had themselves stated to his Maj« 
esty the conditions to which the Protector must sob- 
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mit. There was no reason to fear that there would be 
•ny cruelty or needless severity, " They minded to 
do none otherwise than they would be done unto, and 
that with as much moderation and favour as they 
honourably might." Finally, they desired every one 
at Windsor to attend to the message which would be 
delivered by Sir Philip Hoby,^ and which Hoby read 
aloud to the duke, to whom with the rest it was ad- 
dressed, in the presence of the court. 

" My lord, and my lords and master of the council," 
the message ran, *' my lords of the council have pe- 



1 Mr. Tytl«r, who, in his tenderness for Somerset, represents him as the 
victim of an unprincipled intrigue, and scatters freelj such epithets oyer 
bis story as " base," " villanous," and " treacherous," says that Hoby had 
iMonght a secret message to Paget and Oranmer, which was " none other 
than they must either forsake the duke, lend themselves to the deceit about 
to be practised on him, and concur in measures for securing his person, or 
continue true to him and share his fate." The unconditional submission 
which the council required, he considers was basely kept a secret; the 
object was to put the Protector off his guard, and then take him prisoner. 
Considering that, in the existing circumstances, setting aside the interests 
of the State, the truest kindness to Somerset was to prevent him from at- 
tempting the wild plans which he was meditating, there would have been 
nothing to deserve the epithets of false and treacherous, had the council 
sent such instructions, and had Paget and Cianmer acted on them. But 
the eagerness of Mr. Ty tier's sympathies hits misled him. The message 
was delivered in open audience, and was addressed to Somerset as much as 
to them. ** The unconditional submission " was required in the letter to 
the king, and this letter was, by the especial order of the council, presented 
to the king in open court, and read aloud. " Sir Philip Hoby," wrote 
Cranmer, Paget, and Sir Thomas Smith, on the 10th of October, to the 
cooncil, ^hath, according to the charge given him by your lordships, 
presented your letter to the King's Majesty, in the presence of us and all 
the rest of his Majesty's good servants here, which was then read openly." 
Sir Thomas Smith was Somerset's friend. 

Had the duke been put to death after the promise of kind treatment, 
there would have been ground for the charge of perfidy. But, inasmuch 
as the promise was observed, and in three months he was again a membei 
of , the council, it is hard to see what the crime was on which Mr. Tytler 
layishes his eloquence. It would be well if historians could bring them- 
•elves to believe that statesmen may be influenced, and at times have beei 
iBflaenced, by other feelings than personal ambition or rivalry. 
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rused your letters, and perceived the King's Majesty's 
grPhUip requests and yours, and have willed me tx) 
Clares, on the declare unto you again, that they do marvel 
council, that much whv vou do so write unto them, as 

no hurt ia ^ ^ ^ , , . , 

intended to though they Were the most cruel men m the 

tlie Protec , , , i t i , , . 

tor's person, world, and as though they sougJit nothing 
but blood and extremity. They say of their honour 
they do mean nothing less ; and they bade me declare 
unto you from them, that, of their faith and honour, 
they do not intend, nor will hurt in any case the person 
of my lord the duke, nor none of you all, nor take 
away any of his lands or goods, whom they do esteem 
and tender, as well as any of you, as they ought. 
They are not ignorant, no more than you, that he is 
the king's uncle. They do intend to preserve his hon- 
our as much as any of you would, nor mean not, nor 
purpose not, no manner hurt to him ; but only to give 
order for the Protectorship, which hath not been so well 
ordered as they think it should have been ; and to see 
That they ^^at the king be better answered of his things, 
an L^STve'^ ^ud the realm better governed for the King's 
XfiStiS! Majesty. And for you, my lords and mas- 
tion. .j.gj.g q£ ^y^q council, they will have you to keep 

your rooms and places as you did before, and they will 
counsel with you for the better government of things." 
Then, turning to the duke, Hoby went on, " My 
Ho assures lord, be uot you afraid ; I will lose this," and 
his honour he Dointcd to his neck, " if you have any 

that his life , ^ , . ^ i • i 

is safe. hurt ; there is no such thing meant ; and so 

they would have me tell you, and maris you well what 
I say." 

He then desired that the letter to the king and the 
other letters might be read that there might be no room 
fcr ftuspicion ; and when this was done, " all thanked 
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God and prayed for the lords ; " ^ Paget fell on his 
knees at the duke's feet ; " Oh, my lord," he said, in 
tears, " you see now what my lords be. 

The Protector seems to have still hesitated. The 
same day the council sat at the house of Lord St. John, 
when it was intimated that Paget and the archbishop 
had succeeded in restoring the yeomen of the tho yeomen 
guard. A hint had been sent by the former are replaced. 
that it would be well if the duke was placed under re- 
straint,^ the kindest thing which could be done for him. 
Sir Anthony Wingfield and Sir Anthony St. Leger 
were charged with the council's thanks, to act on the 
hint if possible, and, at all events, to see that the duke 
did not leave the castle before their own ar- The Protec- 
rival.* Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Michael Stan- friends are 
hope, Sir John Thynne, Edward Wolf, and restmint 
Cecil were to be confined to their rooms. 

On Saturday, the lords went down in person. The 
king made no difficulty in receiving them. His objec- 
tions, had he made objections, would have gone for 
little ; but he seems at no time to have felt strong per- 
sonal attachment to his uncle. Sir Thomas The council 
Smith was expelled fi:om the council, and ?^indS,*Jini 
with Stanhope, Thynne, and Wolf, " the prin- i^«f3~t'to 
cipal instruments that the duke did use in *^'^«*'«' 
the affairs of his ill government," was sent to the 
Tower, where the duke followed them on the ensuing 
Monday. 

So ended the Protectorate. The November session 
of parliament was approaching. The interval was spent 
in examining the public accounts, and remedying the 
more immediate and pressing disorders of tlie adminis* 

1 Tytler, Vol. I. p. 239. 2 EUis, Ist series, Vol. II. p 176. 

* Frivy Council Records^ M8. 
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tradon. On the 18th of October, " the lords receivm^ 
daily advertisements, as well from the Borders against 
Scotland, as from Boulogne, Calais, Ireland, SciUy;, 
Guernsey, Jersey, Aldemey, and the Wight, of the 
misery that the poor soldiers were in for lack of pay- 
ment of their wages; and, besides, of an universal 
want, grown in the time of the late Protector, — who, 
being continually called upon by the council for redress 
The arrears thereof, would uot give placc thercuuto, — 
the diffexent of victual, armour, ordnance, and of all 

garriBonsare -i*! n ... i/* •. i*i« 

paid up. kmds 01 munition and tumiture, did imme- 
diately give order for the supply thereof to all those 
places aforesaid." ^ 

The debts due to the crown, and the more consider- 
The public able debts due by the crown, were inspected, 
examined. With the disposition of the chantry lands, and' 
of the other properties of all kinds which had passed 
through Somerset's hands : it seemed as if at once a 
new leaf was to be turned over, and there was to be 
again an honest and economical government.^ In one 

1 Privy Council ^eowyfo, MS, 

2 A loose paper of memoranda made by some one engaged in the in- 
qoiiy shows how complicated the accounts must have been, and how in - 
adequate are the existing data to decide on the character of Somersef^ 
conduct. 

" Touching the Duke of Somerset — 

*' 1. The plate belonging to the late college of St. Stephen's at West- 
minster, delivered into his hands. 

*' 2. The rich copes, vestments, altar cloths, and hangings belonging to 
the same college, whereof the Duke had the best and Sir Ralph Vane the 
next. 

" 3. The Duke of Norfolk's stuff and jewels, delivered bj Sir John Gates. 

*' 4. The best of Sharington*8 stuffs and goods. 

'* 5. The lead, stone, and stuff of Sion, Reading, and Glastonbury, of 
great value. 

*^ 6. The stallmeirt of the king's alum, sold to certain merchants of Lon- 
don for fourteen or fii^een years, for which the Duke, Smith, and Thynne 
had among them 14007. 

*^ 7. The thousand marks given by the city of London to the King*t 
Iklaf efity at his coronation. 
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directiot] only there was to be no present reform, and 
anfortunately in the worst and most especial plague of 
the commonwealth. 

It has been mentioned that the Lords of the Council 
themselves provided funds for the suppres- TheLorda 
rion of the rebellion. They held themselves selves the 
entitled to repayment, and there are no they spent 
longer means of testing the justice of their iion, 
claims ; but it is easier to give an opinion of the means 
by which those claims were satisfied. On the 28th 
of October a warrant was addressed to the Master of 
the Mint, setting forth that, whereas the well-beloved 
Councillor Sir William Herbert, in suppression of the 
rebels, had not only spent the great part of his plate 
and substance, buj; also had borrowed for the same pur- 
pose great sums of money, for which he remained in- 
debted, — the officers of the mint might receive at his 
hands two thousand pounds weight in bullion in fine 
silver, — the said bullion to be coined and printed into 
money current according to the established standard, — 
the money so made to be delivered to the said Sir Wil- 
liam Herbert, with all such profits as would q^^ ^f the 
otherwise have gone to the crown after de- fhe^iJ^ 
ducting the expenses of the coining.^ The *'®*'**«^» 

" 8. The customers' officers within England, for the which he had hf 
nine's practice notable sums. 

**9. The king's secret houses in Westminster, and other places wherein 
BO man was privy but himself, half a year after the king's death. 

'* 10. The gifts and exchanges past in his name since the king's death. 

** 11. It is thought that much land was conveyed by the duke in trust, 
in the names of Thynne, Kellaway, Seymour, Berwick, Colthurst, and other 
his men, and that they have made assurances again of all to the duke and 
bis heirs, and it is thought that the said persons know best where all the 
evidences of his lands and his specialties do remain. 

** 12. The duke's diet of eight hundred marks by the year, proceeded 
from the Augmentation Court." — MS, Domestic, Edward VI. Vol. IX 
State Paper Office. 

1 Harleian 3f88. 660. According tc Ruding's Tables^ Yol. I. p. 183, • 
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profit to Sir William Herbert, beyond the sum which 
he would have received as a bullion merchant for the 
2000 lb. of silver, was 6709Z. 19s. ; and immediately 
afterwards the same privilege was extended to Warwick, 
Arundel, Southampton, Paget, Dorset, Russell, North- 
ampton, for an equal sum to be raised by similar means. 
Sir Thomas Wentworth, Lord Wentworth, Sir Thomas 
Darcy were allowed to coin 2000 lb. between them ; 
Huntingdon, Clinton, and Cobham, 1000 lb. each ; and 
Tnth bad *h® Duchcss of Richmond 500 Ib.^ By this 
quTncesto proceeding more than 150,000Z. worth of 
the country. |^^gg gjiygj. qq\^ ^r^g tlirowu at oucc iuto cir- 
culation, deranging prices worse than ever, shaking the 
exchange, driving the gold out of the country, and 
producing its varied complications of disastrous con- 
sequences none the less certainly, because the council 
could excuse themselves from the straits to which the 
Protector's extravagances had reduced the public rev- 
enues, and because the theories of the financiers con- 
cealed from them the mischief which they were cre- 
iting. 

p)und of silver was coined, in the year 1549, into 7/. is. ; of which tha 
crown, for seigniorage and cost of minting, took 4^., paying the merchant 
3/. 4«.; but the seigniorage varied from month to month, and so apparentlj 
did the cost and the materials of the alloys. 

1 The memoranda of this transaction form part of a long paper on the 
coinage in the handwriting of Sir Thomas Smith. — Harleian MSS, 660. 

It is one of the first duties of a historian to enable the reader to di8- 
liuguish between the general faults of an age and the special faults of in- 
liriduals, for which they may be legitimately held responsible. 

As an account of the extraordinary confusion to which the currency was 
reduced, by a long course of changes at home and abroad, I give the fol- 
lowing address to the council of Edward VI., from the Harleian MSS, 660. 
The date is probably 1551. 

" Your humble suppliant, Humfrey Holt, pondering the great enormities 
growing of late unto this realm, by the greediness of a number of merchants, 
with others, that have sought to call out for their private gainings the best 
of our moneys here made, and bo hath transported the same into foreign 
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realms, tO the great decay and abasing of the same, by reason thej oe of 
BO many divers and sundry standards in fineness, as well of the coins of 
gold as also of the silver moneys, — in consideration thereof, and to bring 
the said coins to one perfect and uniform standard, that all such culling 
might cease, and all men by the same be like benefitted, — I, your humble 
servant, have thought good to signify unto your honours, not only the rates 
and valuations of the same, but also which losses the King's Majesty hath 
and daily doth sustain, if remedy be not provided in that behalf. 

" 1. The old sovereigns, half-sovereigns, royalls, half-royalls and qua^ 
ter-royalls, angels and half-angels, being 24 carats fine gold, are bettet 
than their current value after the moneys in Flanders, in every pound, 
twenty pence, and in every hundred pounds 8/. 6s. 8(/., and in every thou* 
sand pounds 83/. Qs. %d. 

" 2. The sovereigns, half-sovereigns, angels, half-angels, and quarter 
angels, being 23 carats fine gold, are better than the Flanders money, 
in every pound ten pence, in every hundred pounds 4/. 4«. 6c?., in every 
thousand 42/. 3s. 4(i. 

" 3. The old crowns and half-crowns of the first stamp or coin are better, 
both in weight and value, than the Flanders moneys, in every pound 6s. 3rf., 
in every hundred pounds 31/. 5s., in every thousand 313/. 10s. 

" 4. The fourth coin of gold, being sovereigns, half-sovereigns, crowns, 
half-crowns, being 22 carats fine gold, are better than the current value 
after the moneys in Flanders, in every pound 3s., in every hundred pounds 
15/., in ever}; thousand 150/. 

"6. The fifth coins of gold called sovereigns and half-sovereigns, crowns 
and half-crowns, being 20 carats fine, are better than their current value, 
in every pound 16 pence, in every hundred pounds 6/. 13s. 4c/., in every 
thousand 56/. 13s. 

" 6. The sixth coins or moneys of gold, being sovereigns, half-sovereigns, 
crowns, half-crowns, called the polled heads, are better than the current 
value, in every pound 4 pence, in every hundred pounds 33s. 4</., in every 
thouBand 16/. 13s. 4c/. 

** 7. The seventh, or last moneys of gold, being sovereigns, half-sover- 
signs, crowns and half-crowns, are better than their current vame, m 
trery pound 2 penccj in every hundred 16s. 8</., in every thousand 8/. 6s. Sd. 

"Item. Our new sterling money of silver, holding eleven oz. of fine 
silver, is better than their sterling money in Flanders, in every pound nina* 
teen pence, in every hundred 7/. 18s. 4c?., in every thousand 79/. 3s. 4c/. 

" Item. The half-groat, called the old sterling, being current two pence 
the piece, makes the oz. two shillings, and the 12 oz. 24 shillings; and hold- 
ing fine silvei 10 oz. 18 dwts., at 5s. 5-k/. the oz., makes 59s. 5^., and are 
better than their current value, in every pound 28s. 4c?., and in every hun- 
dred pounds 141/. 13s. 4c/., and in every thousand 1410/. 

** Item. The half-groats with the gunholes, holding fine silver 9 oz. and 
8 oz. of alloy, at 2 shillings the oz., makes the 12 oz. 24 shillings, the fine 
silver at 5s. 5Xc/. the oz., makes 49s. lie?., and so this coin is better than 
bis current value in every pound 21 shillings, in every hundred pounds 
106^, and in every thousand 1050/. 
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" Item The half-groats, caHed gunstone groats, holdmg fine sflver • oi., 
and 8 oz. of alloy, at 2«. the oz., makes the 12 oz. 24 shillings, the fine nl- 
ver at 6s. 51/^. the oz., makes d2«. 9c^., and so this coin is better than hia 
current value, in every pound Is. Bd.^ in every hundred 96/. 5«., in every 
thousand 362/. lOs. 

'* Item. There is one coin of half-groat, holding fine silver 4 oz. and 8 oz. 
uf alloy, at 2«. the oz., makes the 12 oz. 24 shillings, and the line silver 5«. 
^^ the oz., makes 21s. l(k/., and so is lost in every pound of his value two 
fhillings, in every hundred pounds 10/., in every thousand 100/. 

'* Item. There is one coin of 6c/. holding fine silver 8 oz. and 4 oz. of 
ajfloy, at 4s. the oz., makes the 12 oz. 48 shillings. The fine silver 5s. SXdL 
the oz., makes 43s. 8c/., and so is lost of the current value of this coin in 
every pound 2 shillings, in every hundred pounds 10/. 

'* Item. There is one coin of 6d. holding fine silver 6 oz. and 6 oz. of alloy, 
at ds. the oz., makes the 12 oz. 36s., the fine silver at 5s. 5Xe/. the oz., makea 
32s. 9d.j and so is lost in every pound in this coin 2 shillings, in eveiy 
hundred pounds 10/., and in every thousand 100/. 

** Item. There is one coin of Qd. holding fine silver 3 oz. and 9 oz. of 
alloy, at 3 shillings the oz., makes the 12 oz. 36s., the fine silver at 5s. &l(i, 
makes 16s. 4Xe/., and so is lost in every pound 11 shillings, in every hundred 
55/., and in every thousand 550/. 

*' Item. Our moneys or pence called the Rose pence, holding fine silvw 
4 oz. and 8 oz. of alloy, at 40c/. the oz., makes the 12 oz. 40 shillings, the fine 
silver 5s. 5^., makes 21s. lOc/., and is lost of every pound of his current 
value 9s. la., in every hundred pounds 46/. 5s., in everj' thousand 462/. lOs. 

" And so the worst of the said moneys doth buy and sell the best, and 
will, till all come to one uniform, and the prices of everything to run upon 
the worst of our moneys to the great decay of all things, which coins may 
be converted to one uniform after the moneys in Flanders to the Eing^s 
Majesty's great advantage, and no loss to the commons in the converting 
of the same, and all things by the same to come to a clear price, and tha 
true value of the coins to be perfectly known ; which, if it be your hoo- 
on^a pleasure to license me to make thereof, I doubt not but it abaU ap> 
ptM unto yoor hononn worthy tho ezMciM." 
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CHAPTER XXVn. 

THB BEFOBMED ADMINISTRATION. 

Thb fidl of the Protector was a signal for revived 
liope among the Catholics. Bonner, at the TheOatb- 
elose of' a process in which the forms of law a change or 
"were little observed, and the substance of neruid 

. ^ ,| i. 1 • • J Gardiner ap. 

justice not at all, was not only impnsoned, peaiagainai 
but had been in September deprived of bis onment^ 
bishopric by a sentence of Cranmer. In times of re- 
ligious and political convulsion, to be opposed to the 
party for the moment in power is itself a crime ; and 
Bonner, sensual, insolent, and brutal, retained, never* 
theless, the virtue of honesty. The see of London, 
therefore, had been required for more useful hands. 
But there was a general impression that the recovery 
of authority by the executors would now lead to a 
diange of policy. In Oxford mass was again cele- 
brated in the college chapels.^ Both Bonner and Gar- 
diner appealed against the oppression to which they 
had been subjected. The Bishop of Winchester, con- 
gratulating the council on their success and courage, 
entreated that his conduct might be again inquired 
into, and that he should not be confined any longer 
on the unauthorized warrant of a subject like him- 
self. Those who had been active in Bonner's persecu- 
tion anticipated unpleasant consequences to themselveiL 

1 Stomphins to Bollinger: EpisU)lm TigmHmm. 
TOkT. 16 
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Hooper,^ one of the most prominent among them, 
writing to BuIIinger, said that, ^* Should the bishop be 
restored to his office, for himself he doubted not he 
would be restored to his Father in heaven." ^ The 
Emperor shared the expectation, or so far considered 
the reaction possible, as to make it a condition of the 
alliance which the English council so much desired* 
He received the message sent him through Sir Thomas 
Cheyne graciously. He would make no promises with- 
out conditions, but a return to orthodoxy would be 
rewarded by a return of his friendship.* 

There was a time, perhaps, when the direction which 
things would assume was uncertain. Southampton, 
Shrewsbury, and Arundel had taken part in the depo- 
sition of Somerset, the first being distinctly, the second 
NoTunber. moderately Catholic ; the Earl of Warwick 
detormlnefl himsclf was uutroublcd with religious con- 
^^iJjJJg?* victions of any kind, and might take either 
**"*■♦ side with equal unconscientiousness ; and the 

executors, acting as a body, would have relapsed into 
the groove which Henry VIII. had marked for them. 
But equality of influence could not coexist with in- 
equality of power. The part which Warwick had 
taken in putting down the insurrection had given him 

1 John Hooper, whose father, a yeoman perhaps, was still living in Som- 
•netshire, had been brought up at Oxford. He had left England on the 
passing of the Six Articles* Bill, and had resided in Switzerland, where, aa 
the friend of BuIIinger, he had become a strong Grenevan. On Edward*! 
accession he came back to London, and was now rising rapidly into not^ 
riety as a preacher. 

^ Hooper to BuUinger: Epktola Tigwina. 

s ** I shall pray you, after my hearty commendation to the king and 
eouncil, to desire both him and tiiem to have matters of religion first ree- 
csunended, to the end we may be at length all of one opinion ; till whea, 
to tpsak plain unto you, I think I can neither so earnestly no* so tbAix>nghlv 
Msist my good brother as my desire ia.*' — Cheyne to the Coimcil* StiTpa*! 
Jf jmondli, Yd HI. 
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the moment the control of the position ; and War- 

"^^ck, whose single and pecuhar study was the advance* 

sment of himself and his family, determined, it may be 

«fter some hesitation, to adhere to the party of which 

lie could be the undisputed chief. Had he brought 

the conservatives into power, he must have released 

the Duke of Norfolk from the Tower, and Gardiner 

^th him. Shrewsbury, Oxford, Rutland, AspromWag 

Derby, the lords of the old blood, would £jj^;^' 

have reappeared in pubUc hfe ; and in such *"*«'«^ 

a circle Lord Warwick must soon have sunk to the 

level of his birth. It was more tempting for him to 

lead those who had made their way into rank through 

the revolution, or had still their fortunes to make, than 

to sink into a satellite of the Howards, the Stanleys, 

and the Talbots. 

Southampton, therefore, retired again into obscurity, 
and soon died. A charge of peculation was brought 
against Arundel, who was removed from his office of 
Lord Chamberlain, and fined 12,000/.,^ and the peti- 
tions of the imprisoned bishops remained unnoticed. 
Gardiner wrote a second time more formallv, " which 
the Lords took in good part, and laughed very Gardiner 
merrily at, saying he had a pleasant head ; " ^ JSi?, butti 
but they preferred to leave him where he '^^p^'pow. 
was. A third letter met the same neglect, written 
in a tone of dignified and large moderation, which 
would have earned some respect for Gardiner, had not 
he too, in his turn of authority, violated the principles 
to which he appealed.^ Finally, he prepared a peti- 

1 Prtey Coundl Eecorda^ MB, *< Flocking dovrn bolts and bars at Weat- 
flunater, and giving away the king^s staff/' is the vague acconnt which 
Edward gives in his journal, of the charges against Arundel, which, how* 
r, he says that Arundel confessed. 

• Stow. 

* ** I Nnew my suit unto your lordships, instantly requuring you thai \ 
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tion to Parliament, on its assembling in November, 
which the council would not pennit to be presented,^ 

The measures brought forward by the government 
in the session which followed close upon the change, 
left no doubt indeed that, with respect to religion, the 
policy of the past three years would be continued and 
carried Airther. 

A violent act was passed against images and painfc* 
4naoi]8 ^^g^ ^^ ^^^ ^^® ^^ *^® Conservative opposi- 
^2ii'^t ^^^ '^^ *^® House of Lords.2 No statues or 
ttOTSTof^ figures of any kind were to remain in the 
*"*•**• parish churches except, as the statute scorn- 
fully said, " the monumental figures of kings or nobles 
who had never been taken for saints : " and the Prayer- 
book being the only religious service necessary or tol- 
erable — ** antiphones, missals, scrayles, processionals, 
manuals, legends, portuyses, primers, in Latin or Eng- 
lish, cowchers, journals, ordinals," and similar books, 
were to be taken away, burnt, or otherwise destroyed,' 

may be heard according to justice, and that with such speed as the delay 
of your aadience give not occasion to snch as be ignorant abroad of my 
matter, to think that your lordships allowed and approved the detaining 
of me here ; which, without hearing my declaration, I trust ye will no^ 
bat will have such consideration of me as mine estate in the commonwealth 
the passing of my former life among you, and other respects, do require; 
wherein you shall bind me, and do agreeably to your honour and justice, 
the free course whereof you have honourably taken upon you to make open 
to the realm without respect, which is the only establishment of all com- 
monwealths. And therefore the zeal of him was allowed, that said, /Vflrf 
justUia ructi mundus^ signifying, that by it the world is kept from f&lling 
indeed, although it might seem otherwise in some respects, and some 
trouble to arise in doing it. And this I write because in the late Lord Pro- 
tector's time there was an insinuation made unto me, as though I was 
kept here by policy, which, with the violation of justice, never took good 
«ff3ct, as I doubt not of your wisdom you can and will consider and do ao- 
cordingly.'* — Gardiner to the Council : Stow. 

^ Report of the Proceedings against Gardiner: Foxe, Vol. YI. 

S Dissentients the Earl of Derby, Lords Morley, Stourton, Windsor, and 
Wharton; the Bishops of Durham, Lichfield, Carlisle, Worcester, W«ft* 
BUBStor, and Chichester. — Lords JouttmU^ 8 and 4 Edward YI. 

• t and 4 Edward YI. cap. 10. 
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The other business of the session was not of (^articular 
^Qsequence. A riot act, not unnecessarily harsh, was 
ft natural consequence of a summer of rebellion. The 
peculiar feature of it was that the Privy Council were 
placed under the protection of the high treason laws.^ 
From experience of failure, the Slave Statute The Tagras- 
of the precedin^c session was repealed; the ofueniyan 

o TT J 1 restored, ami 

vagrancy acts or Henry were restored, and thesuTO 
labourers refusing to work were to be pun- peaied. 
ished as vagabonds. The sick and aged were to be 
relieved in convenient cottages at the expense of their 
town or parish ; children carried about begging were 
to be allotted as apprentices to any one who would 
bring them up in an honest calling, and the magistrates 
were to protect them from ill-usage. 

Public morality was reported to be disordered. The 
sudden emancipation from the control of the Church 
courts had led to license, and both the religious parties 
desired alike a restoration of discipline. On the 14th 
of Novembm: the bishops presented a complaint in the 
House of Lords that their jurisdiction was despised 
and disobeyed, that they could cite no one and pun- 
ish no one, — they could not even compel those who 
were disinclined to appear in their places in church. 
The peers listened with regret,^ and the prelates were 
invited to prepare a measure which would meet the 
necessity. After four days they produced something 
which to them was satisfactory, but it was The bishops 
found to savour too strongly of their ancient % measum 
pretensions.^ The motion led only to the re- toration of 
appointment of the commission of thirty-two, diwipiine. 

I 8 And 4 Edward YI. cap. 5. 

* NoQ sine msrore. — Lords JowmdU^ 3 and 4 Edward YI. 

* Prooeribos eo quod episcopi nimis sibi arrogare videbantnr tv^n plaeoil 
• Ibid. 
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who were long before to have reformed the 'canon 
law ; and the fruit of their exertions, when at last it 
seemed to have acquired vitality, dropped to the ground 
unripe. The time was passed when the English Jaity 
would submit their private conduct to ecclesiastical 
discipline, whether it was Catholic or whether it was 
Genevan. 

In the beginning of January an account was ren- 
dered to parliament of the proceedings against the 
Duke of Somerset. The offences, the substance of 
which was contained in the letter to the Emperor, 
were drawn out into twenty-nine articles,^ in which, 
after allowing for legal harshness of form, his errors 
were not exaggerated. A committee of council car- 
ried the articles to the Tower, where they were sub- 
mitted to the duke for signature. He made no diffi- 
jMMiary. cultv, but thrcw himsclf on the mercy of the 
tionofthe crowu ; and the accusations, with his signa- 
somersetfa tui'c attached to them, were laid before the 
and con-* House of Lords on the 2d of January. 
parliament. The Lords did not affect to doubt that the 
subscription was authentic, and had been freely given ; 
but in a matter which might be used as a precedent, 
too great caution could not be observed, and the Earls 
of Bath and Northumberland, Lord Cobham and Lord 
Morley, with four bishops, went to the Tower to exam- 
ine him in the name of the House. He pleaded guilty 
to each separate article. On the 14th of January he 
was deposed by act of parliament from the Protec- 
torate, and sentenced to be deprived of estates which he 
had appropriated to the value of 2000Z. a year. On 
the 6th of February he was released from confinement, 
giving a bond for his good behaviour, and being forlnd- 
den to approach the court without permission. 

1 Printed by Stow and by Foxe. 
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Had the full penalty been enforced, it would scarcely 
Slave been severe. In three months, however, such of 
bis lands as had not in the mean time been disposed 
3f, were restored ; Somerset himself returned to the 
Privy Council ; and the fortune which he still possessed 
enabled him to maintain a princely establishment No 
English minister had ever descended against his will 
from so high a station with a fall so easy. Sir Thomas 
Smith and Sir Michael Stanhope were made to remind 
SOOOZ. each of public money which they had embez- 
iled ; Sir John Thynne as much as 6000Z. 

Before parliament rose. Sir William Paget was 
called to the Upper House as Lord Paget of Bean- 
desert, Lord Russell was made Earl of Bedford, and 
Lord St. John of Basing Earl of Wiltshire. 

Meanwhile affairs at Boulogne approached a crisis* 
The Rhinegrave in January brought five The French 
thousand men between Boulogne and Calais, tho final 
Huntingdon, Sir James Crofls, Sir Edward Boulogne. 
Hastings, and Sir Leonard Chamberlain carried rein- 
forcements to the garrison almost as large. But on the 
part of England this display of force was continued 
only to avoid a dishonourable close to the now fast 
approaching siege. The drain of Boulogne on the 
exchequer was incessant and exhausting ; and if rear 
sonable terms could be obtained from France, the 
council had made up their minds to purchase them 
with a surrender. The first active move orwtarM 

- Ill finr ft pM06 

towards an arrangement came through the oomepd- 
minister of finance at Paris. Antonio Qui- Parte, 
dotti, a Florentine merchant, ofiered himself as an 
instrument of communication, and was permitted to 
suggest, as a fitting close to the long quarrel that, 
Mary Stuart being no longer accessible, an alliance 
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might be effected for Edward with the Princess EIizi> 
beth of France. 

The Boulogne question, however, had first to be se^ 
iwbraaiy. at rest. Guidotti having passed and repassea 
enure sent between London and Paris, Lord Bedfordf 
fromEng- Paget, Petre, and Sir John Mason <;ro88ed 
tiea*. in February, to treat with the French com- 

missioners who would be sent to meet them. Time 
pressed for England. "The misery, wants, and ex- 
clamations" of Lord Huntingdon were "very great.'*' 
Sixteen hundred pounds of arrears were due to the 
crews of the ships in Calais harbour, and thirteen hun- 
TbeBngiish drcd to the English infantry. Six thousand 

troops are in *=* 11 t i »» /» i 

tfficuities. pounds a month was " all too little for tb^ 
Lanzknechts in the English pay at Calais and Bou 
logne, and 800Z. was the whole sum which was U 
be found in the Calais treasury. At Boulogne the 
beer was gone, there was bread for but six days, 
and the troops were on short allowance. Lord Clinton 
faring like his men. It was only by constant and ex- 
pensive exertions that supplies of any kind could be 
thrown in. 

The conference was held beyond the river opposite 
Boulogne. The French were entirely aware of the 
difficulties of the English, and intended to take advan- 
tage of them. The English, flattering themselves with 
the presence of their troops, intended to ask for the 
pension which Francis had agreed to pay to Henry 
VIIL, for the arrears of their debts, and for the Queen 
of Scots, and to accept as much or as little as thej 
could get. 

On the 20th of February a truce of fifteen daya 
was concluded. The commissioners met, and the 

1 CoUon. M88. CaUgtOa, £. IV. 



IMO.] The French Term. 249 

French came at once to the pomt. The English 
asked f<»r the pension. The French, ^^pre- commkrioa. 
cise and imperious," asked in return if they Stride? 
thought " France would be tributary to Eng- ^fJT* 
land." For the debts, they had been made »^ **»"-• 
to spend more in the wars than the debts amounted to, 
and they held themselves acquitted. ** Pensione they 
will pay none," the English commissioners reported, 
"nor debts none, nor reason will they have none. 
They have prescribed, as it were, laws, which they 
call overtures, that we should make white and relin- 
quish old matters, as well pensions, debts, arrear- 
ages, and other quarrels, for which and for Boulogne 
they say they will give a reasonable recompense in 
money." * 

Paget, in a private letter to Warwick, explained 
distinctly that the tone which the French had assumed 
arose from no desire to protract the war : they knew 
merely that Boulogne was in their power, and they 
intended to exact the conditions which their strength 
enabled them to impose. 

" These Frenchmen," he wrote, " ye see how lofty 
they be, and haultaine in all their proceedings with us. 
And no marvel, for so they be of nature ; and our 
estate, which cannot be hidden from them, encreaseth 
their courage not a little. They will have TheFwnoh 
Boulogne, they say, by fair means or by foul. jSiT^They 
They will no longer be tributaries, as they BSitoSSr^ 
term it. They set forth the power of their Ihe^'^^m Jo 
king, and make of ours as little as they list, jJJb^Je'ito 
with such bragging and braving terms and ^«^*»*- 
countenances, as, if your lordship had seen Rochpot,* 

i Commissionen to the Council: CoUtm, M88, CcMgyXa^ E. IT. 
* Ont of the French eommisiionera. 
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ye would have judged him a man more meet to miJc6 
of peace a war than of war a peace. Debt they will 
recognize none, for they say, though they say untruly, 
thab you have made them spend, and have taken upon 
the seas of theirs, ten times as much as the debt Com- 
eth to. Nevertheless, say they, let us have Boulogne, 
and wipe away all pretences that you make to us, and 
ask a reasonable sum, and we will make you a reason- 
able answer ; or, if you will not, in respect of your 
master's young age, acquit his pretences, let us have 
Boulogne : we will agree with you for it upon a rea- 
sonable sum. Reserve you to your master the droicts 
that he pretendeth, and we to ours his defence for the 
same — and so to make a peace ; and if you afterwards 
demand nothing of us, we demand nothing of you. 
Keep you within your limits, which God hath given 
you, enclosed with the seas — saving your Calais, 
whereunto ye have been married these two or three 
hundred years, and therefore God send you joy with 
it — and we our limits upon the land, and we shall 
live together in peace. Other bargains than this we 
will not make." 

Paget expostulated, entreated, threatened. They 
ought to have been persuaded, but they were dense 
and resolute. They stood to their demands, and re- 
quired an immediate answer. 

Paget did not hesitate to say that England must 
yield. 

" Lo, sir," he went on to Warwick, " thus standeth 
the case. Their orgueil is intolerable, their disputa- 
tions be unreasonable, their conditions to us dishon- 
ourable, and, which is worst of all, our estate at home 
IS miserable. What, then ! of many evils let us choose 
the least. First, we must acknowledge 'vhat we can« 



IHO.] The French Terms. 261 

not deny — the evil condition of our estate at home^ 
which recognizance is the first degree to Theint«ni*i 
amendment. The next is to know the cause Eng^d"i!m 
of the evil, and that is war, supposed to be, if SJSJJtS^b* 
not the only cause, at least one of the chiefest p~*^***» 
among many great. How many — how great occa- 
sions of mischief the war hath engendered to Eng- 
land ? Ill money, whereby outward things be dearer, 
idleness among the people, great courages, dispositions 
to imagine and invent novelties, devises to amend this 
and this, and a hundred mischiefs which make my 
heart sorry to mark — these be the fruits of war. 
Then, if the disease will not be taken away, let the 
cause be taken away ; and war, which is one ^^d Paget 
chief cause, must be taken away. But that SSft?^ 
shall not be taken away, say the French, ~™P*y- 
save upon this condition — they will have Boulogne 
for a sum of money, and make peace. Well, what 
moveth us to stick ? Consider if we be able to keep it 
maulgre the French. Rochpot saith and braggeth 
that their king is not a King John, but a French king 
such as conquered Rome*, and been feared of the rest, 
and will have Boulogne again, whosoever sayeth nay ; 
and telleth us how we are in poverty and mutinies at 
home — beset all about with enemies, having no friend 
to succour us, destitute of money to furnish us, and so 
far in debt as hardly we can find any creditors. It is 
good to consider whether it be better to let them have 
Boulogne again, and to have somewhat for it, and to 
live in peace. 

" Tlie pension is a great matter. It is true, they 
say, the pension was granted ; but the time is turned. 
Then was then and now is now. It was granted by 
the French king that dead is to the King of England 
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that dead is, and we will use it as you did when the 
time served you, for we know your estate, and that 
you are not able to war with us." ^ 

" Then was then and now is now," •— that was the 
exact truth of the position ; and there was nothing to 
do but to yield handsomely. Parhament had broken 
ifareh. up hastily. The Lords and gentlemen had 
fresh com- been dispersed in haste to their counties on a 
England. menace of fresh insurrection.^ It had been 
even found necessary to relinquish a portion of the 
subsidy granted in 1648.^ " Then was then and now is 
now." — The government was in no condition to carry 
on a war with an empty treasury, forfeited credit, and 
a disaffected people ; and considering the circumstanceSf 
the terms which Paget obtained were not unreason* 
Peace is con- ^Wc. On the 24th of March a treaty was 
fiS^Slh to*** concluded, by which the EngUsh, within six 
iSSSi,^nd'to weeks of the day of signature, were to evac- 
So^ooo*^' " ^^^ Boulogne, leaving the fortifications, new 
crowns. g^^^ ^jj^ intact, and all the cannon and am- 
munition which had been found in the town at its cap- 
ture by Henry VIII. The French would pay down 
for it four hundred thousand crowns, half upon the 
spot and half in the ensuing August, leaving other 
claims to stand over. The Scots were included in the 
peace. The few small forts remaining to the English 
on the northern side of the Border were to be razed 
and occupied no more.* The war was over, and the 
excuse for English disorders was at an end. 

The government had now the ground open before 

1 Paget to Warwick: Lamdoume MBB* 2. 

* Correspondence of the Commifldoiien with the Eul U Warwkkt OH^ 
ton MSa. CaUgvia. £. IV. 
i 8 Edward VI. cap. 28. 
4 I^Tmer. 
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them to show what they could do. While the nego* 
tiations at Boulogne were in progress, an appeal of 
Sonner was heard, and rejected by the Privy C )uncil ; * 
lie was left in the Marshalsea, and the Knight Marshal 
demanding a fee of him for some unnamed privilege, 
and being reftised, revenged himself by depriving his 
prisoner of his bed, and leaving him to lie for a week 
upon the straw.^ Ridley, notorious as the opponent of 
the real presence, was translated from Roch- cathoue 
-ester as his successor in the see of London ; posed, and 
Heath, bishop of Worcester, for his opposition estants ad 
to the act against images, in parliament, fol- their piaoea. 
lowed his friends to prison ; while the person destined 
to take Gardiner's place at Winchester, as soon as he 
too should be deprived, was Ponet, canon of Canter- 
bury, notorious as having married a woman who had a 
husband living.^ The see of Westminster, founded 
by Henry VIII., was dissolved and the jurisdiction re- 
annexed to London ; Thirlby, his conservative views 
being inconvenient so near the court, was removed to 
Norwich ; and under such auspices, the excellent 
Hooper and his Genevan friends, to whom accurate 
doctrine was the alpha and omega, the one thing essen- 
tial, began to see the Gospel more triumphant in Eng- 
land than in any comer of the world except Zurich. 
Warwick seemed to them a most brave and faithful 

I Privy Council Becordt, MB, Edward VL 

• Grey Friars' Chronicle^ p. 65. 

< She was the wife of a butcher at Nottinghanif to whom during hit 
lifetime she was obliged to make an allowance. Ponet in 1551 was divorced 
'rom her, and married again. Under the date of July 27, 1551, Machyn 
lays {Diary, p. 8), ** The new Bishop of Winchester was divorced from th« 
butcher's wife with shame enough.'* The Grey Friars' CkrorUck (p. 70) 
aore explicitly says, " The 27th day of July, the Bishop of Winchester 
that then was, was divorced from his wife in Paul's, the which was a 
botcher's wife in Nottingham, and gave her husband a certain money a 
year daring his life as it was judged by the law.** 
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soldier of Christ,^ ^' a most holy and fearless instm* 
ment of the word of God." * John ab Ulmis, a refb- 
gee, assured BuUingpr that the Earl of Warwick and 
Warwick Lord Dorset " were the most shining lights 
^SL^t of the Church of England ; ** " they were, 
■^P*'* and were considered, the terrour and thun- 
derbolt of the Roman bishops ; and they alone had 
exerted themselves in the Reformation of the Church 
more than all the rest of the council."' To such 
men as these it was enough that a certain specula- 
tive system which they called the Gospel should be 
The Gospel patfouized and the opponents of it punished, 
pro^row They asked no more. But the Gospel, con- 
Id England, gijerej j^ its more homely aspect of a code 

of duty, was not so prosperous in England. 

The effect upon the multitude of the sudden and 
The Gospel violent change in religion, had been to remove 
Sorro pros- *^® restraints of an established and recognized 
peions. belief, to give them an excuse for laughing 
to scorn all holy things, for neglecting their ordinary 
duties, and for treating the Divine government of the 
world as a bugbear, once terrible, which every fool 
might now safely ridicule. Parliament might maintain 
the traditional view of the eucharist, but the adminis- 
tration had neutralized a respect which the Lords had 
uniTerdty maintained with difficulty. Since the passing 
aie seized of the Chantrics and Colleges Act, the gov- 

andappro- x J x ? i. i • 

priated. emmeut, under pretence or checking supssr- 

^ Hooper to Bullinger, March 27, 1550 : EptetolcB Tigurina, 

2 Same to tie Same, June 29 : n>id. 

> John ab Ulmis to Bullinger, March 25, 1550: Epistolas Tigwina. War- 
wick is generally said to have been the originator and contriver of Somei^ 
■et*8 deposition. John ab Ulmis says, on the other hand, *' These men ** -* 
Warwick and Dorset — ** exerted their influence and good offices on be* 
Aalf of the king's uncle who had been plotted against, and restored hia 
from danger of life out of darkness to light.** 
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stition, had appropriated all the irregular endowmenti 
at the universities. They cancelled the exhibitions 
"which had been granted for the support of poor scholars. 
They suppressed the professorships and lectureships 
"which had been founded by Henry VIII.^ The stu- 
dents fell off. ^^ Some were distracted, others pined 
away in grief, spent their time in melancholy, and 
wandered up and down discontentedly." ^ Some, and 
those the wisest among them, ^^ took upon them me* 
chanical and sordid professions." Degrees were held 
anti-christian. Learning was no necessary Learning 
adjunct to a creed which " lay in a nutshell." *~"°*^* 
Universities were called " stables of asses, stews, and 
schools of the devil." While Peter Martyr was disput- 
ing on the real presence, and Lord Grey was hanging 
the clergy on their church towers, the wild boys left at 
Oxford took up the chorus of irreverence. The service 
of the mass was parodied in plays and farces, Prognss or 
with " mumblings," » like a conjuror's." In i^FS* 
the sermons at St. Mary's, priests were described as 
" imps of the whore of Babylon : " — an undergraduate 
of Magdalen snatched the bread from the altar after 
it had been consecrated, and trampled it underfoot. 
Missals were chopped in pieces with hatchets ; college 
libraries plundered and burnt. The divinity schools 
Were planted with cabbages, and the Oxford laundresses 
dried clothes in the Schools of Arts. Anarchy was 
avenging superstition; again, in turn, to be more fright- 
fully avenged. 

In the country the patron of a benefice no longer 
made distinctions between a clergyman and a layman. 

1 Amok of Anthony Wood. Petition of St John's College to tiie 
Dak* of Somenet, printed hjr Wcod. Leyer*8 sermon at Paul's Croas, 
ISfO. 

iWood 
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If the Crown could appoint a bishop without the 
ance of a congS cC4lire^ the patron need as little tnmbli 
himself with consulting his diocesan. He 
himself. He presented his steward, his huntsman, 
Church pa^ his gamekeeper.* Clergy, even bishops, 
thSXi^try " who called them Gospellers," would hold 
•dmi'nifr ^ three, four, or more livings, " doing service in 
***** none ; " ^ or if, as a condescension, they ap- 

pointed cuiates, they looked out for starving monks 
who would do the duty at the lowest pay, — men who 
would take service indifferently under God or the 
devil to keep life in their famished bodies. " You 
maintain your chaplains," said the brave and noble 
Lever, face to face with some of these high offenders ; 
^^ you maintain your chaplains to take pluralities, and 
your other servants more offices than they can dis- 
charge. Fie I fie ! for shame ! Ye imagine there is a 
parish priest curate which does the parson's duty. Yes, 
forsooth — he ministereth God's sacraments, he saith 
the service, he readeth the homilies. The rude lobs of 
The church the country, too simple to paint a lie, speak 
Mc^ted, truly as they find it, and say, ^ he minisheth 
the sacraments, he slubbereth the service, he cannot 
read the humbles.' "8 

There is no hope that these pictures are exagger- 
ated ; and from the unwilling lips of the Privy Coun- 
cil comes the evidence of the effect upon the people.* 
And the The Cathedrals and the churches of London 
profimed became the chosen scenes of riot and profiin- 
ity. St. Paul's was the stock exchange of the day 

^ Bucer to Hooper: printed in Stiype*s Cranmer, 
' * Bucer to Calvin: Epittola Tngurina, 

* Sennon of Lever: printed in Strype*8 Metniiriali, Vol. IIL 

* Proclamation for Reform of Quarrels and like Abuses in CharclMff 
(HtoM. M88, TUu8, B. 2. 
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where the merchants of the city met for business, and 
the lounge where the young gallants gambled, fought, 
and killed each other.^ They rode their horses through 
the aisles, and stabled them among the monuments. 
They practised pigeon-shooting with the newly in- 
troduced ^^ hand-guns," in the churchyard and within 
the walls. 

In the administration the investigations which fol« 
lowed Somerset's deposition revealed large corraptioii 
fruits of carelessness. " Whalley," one of doctor 
the late Protector's friends, Edward writes in ^uAwm. 
his journal, " being receiver-general of Yorkshire, con- 
fessed how he lent my money upon gain and lucre ; 
how he had paid one year's revenue over with the 
arrearages of the last ; how he bought my own land 
with my own money ; how in his accounts he had made 
many false suggestions." ^ 

** Beaumont, Master of the Rolls," Edward records 
also, "did confess his offences how in his Office of 
Wards he had bought land with my own money ; had 
lent it and kept it from me, to the value of nine thou- 
sand pounds and above, more than this twelvemonth, 
smd eleven thousand pounds in obligations; how he, 
being judge in the chancery between the Duke of 
Suffolk and the Lady Powis, took his title, and went 
about to get it into his hands, paying a sum of money, 
and letting her have a ferm of a manor of his ; and 
caused an indenture to be made falsely with the old 
duke's counterfeit hand to it, by which he gave these 
lands to the Lady Powis." * 

As to the mass of the people, hospitals were gone^ 

^ GreyFrian* Ckromde, 

> King £dwftid*8 Journal: printed in Baniet*8 OoOtekmea, 

tn>id. 

VOL. T XT 
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BcHooIs broken up, almshouses swept away ; every m« 
Btitntion which Catholic piety had bequeathed for the 
support of the poor was either abolished or suspended 
till it could be organized anew ; and the poor them- 
selves, smarting with rage and suffering, and seeing 
piety, honesty, duty, trampled underfoot by their su- 
The people pcriors, wero sinking iuto savages. From the 
iLrehy. ^ coast of Sussex was reported the novel and 
yet unheard-of crime of wrecking. A corn-vessel 
was driven on shore in a gale ; the crew escaped 
with their lives, and begged for help to save the cargo, 
but the famished peasants, without other care, plunged 
upon the corn-sacks.^ The people, it was said, " did 
increase and grow too much disobedient, robbing, kill- 
ing, hunting, without any fear, for lack of execution 
of the laws." The ancient yeomanrj' were perishing 
under the new land system ; ^ the labourers, chafing on 
the edge of insurrection, starv^^ed, or lived by lawless- 
ness. 

The disorganization had penetrated among the traders 
English and manufacturers. English cloth, like En^r- 
ures, once lish coiu, had. Until these baneful years, borne 
credit, the palm in the markets of the world. The 

Genoese and the Venetian shipowners took in cargoes 
of English woollens, in the Thames, for the East. 
English woollens were the staple with which the 
Portuguese sailed to Barbary and the Canaries, to 
the Indies, to Brazil and Peru. The German on the 
Rhine, the Magyar on the Danube, were clothed in 



^ Lord Delaware to the Conndl: M8, DometHCf Edward YI. YoL XL 
State Paper Office. 

3 Quod omnium miserrimam est nobile illud decus, et robur Angluih 
aomen inquam yomamioram Anglorum fractum et collisumest. ^] 
of St. John's CoUege to the Doke of Somerset; Wood's Annab, 
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En^ish fhstian.^ So it had been once — so it seemed 
it was to cease to be. The haste for riches, well-gotten 
or ill-gotten, was become stronger than hononr, patriot* 
ism, or probity. The guilds were powerless when the 
officers of the guilds were corrupt. And now j^q^ ^^i^ 
came from Antwerp the news that huge bales JJ'T^Sen^ 
of English goods were lying unsold upon the ■"** ^*°*®*' 
wharves, " through the naughtiness of the making ; '* 
and yet more shameful, that woollens, fraudulent in 
make, weight, and size, were exposed in the place of 
St. Mark with the brand of the Senate upon them, as 
damning evidence of the decay of English honesty with 
the decay of English faith.^ 

Such was the state of things which lay before the 
successors of Somerset. They were called upon to 
fight against a conniption which had infected the whole 
community, and among the rest, had infected them- 
selves. It was easier and pleasanter to earn the title 
of ministers of God by patronizing teachers who in- 
sisted on the worthlessness of " good works," and could 
distinguish correctly between imputed and infused 
righteousness. Yet there were not wanting honest 
men who saw in what was round them not the triumph 
of the gospel, but the disgrace and dishonour of it. 
Latimer, not always practically wise, was consistent in 
his hatred of evil, and he was not afraid to speak the 
truth in the face of the world. 

The preacher was closing the third course of ser- 
mons which he had delivered before the court. Latimer 
The king was present, the privy council, and 53J^^ 
the household. He spoke of Nineveh and ~"** 

1 Beport and Suit of a Truehearted Englishman: printed is tlie 
* Harvel "o the Council: Venice MSB. State Paper Office. 
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of Jonah. He sketched the condition of Englaiidy 
S^?^. ^^^^ profligacy was no longer held a crime, 
•oontiy it but Something to be laughed at ; where the 
toxy to him. law was SO woak, that neither the gentlemen 
could be compelled to do their duty as landowners, nor 
the people be kept from rebellion ; where avarice 
seemed to be the only spirit to which men any longer 
acknowledged obedience, and the officers of the govern- 
ment set the worst and most glaring exaipples. 

" And now," he said, " I will play St Paul, and 
Th* auditors translate the thing on myself. I will become 
IJ^^P^^JJJ the king's officer for a while. I have to lay 
***'^P** out for the king twenty thousand pounds — 
a great sum, whatsoever it be. Well, when I have laid 
it out, and do bring in mine account, I must ^ve*300 
marks to have my bills warranted. If I have done 
truly and uprightly, what should need me to give a 
penny to have my bills warranted ? If I have done 
my office truly, and do bring in a true account, where- 
fore should one groat be given ? No man giveth bribes 
for warranting his bills except the bills be false." 

" I speak to you," he continued, " my masters, mint* 
ers, augmentationers, receivers, surveyors, and audi- 
tors. I make a petition unto you. I beseech yon all 
be good to the king. He hath been good to you, 
therefore be good to him ; yea, be good to your own 
Thn public souls. Yc are known well enough what ye 
make their worc before yc came to your offices, and what 
tunes, lands ye had then, and what ye have pur- 

chased since, and what buildings ye make daily. Well, 
I pray you, so build that the king's workmen may be 
paid. They make their moan that they can get no 
kaA the moucy. The poor labourers, smiths, gunmak* 
sad la^uw crs, Carpenters, soldiers, cry out for their dnec 
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Thejr be unpaid some of them three or four g^**** 
months, yea, some of them half a year. Yea, '^•^ ^ 
some of them put up their bills this time their w«c« 
twelvemonths for their money, and cannot be paid yet. 
They cry out for their money, and as the prophet saith, 
Clamor operariorum ascendit ad aures meas — the cry 
of the workmen is come up into mine ears* Oh, for 
Grod's love, let the workmen be paid if there be money 
enough, or else there will whole showers of God's 
vengeance rain down upon your heads. Therefore, ye 
minters, ye augmentationers, serve the king truly. So 
build and purchase, that the king may have money to 
pay his workmen. It seemeth ill-favouredly that you 
should have enough to build superfluously, and the 
king lack to pay his poor labourers. I have now 
preached two Lents. The first time I preached restitu- 
tion. Restitution ! quoth some ; what should he preach 
of restitution ? Let him preach of contrition, quoth 
they, and let restitution alone ; we can never make 
restitution. Then I say, if thou wilt not make resti- 
tution, thou shalt go to the devil for it. Choose thou 
either restitution or else damnation." 

He mentioned a story of some one who, conscience- 
stricken at one of his sermons, admitted that XAtimer 
he had robbed the king, and at different times ^JJ^Jl! 
brought him above 600?., which he had paid lS*iSf^ 
over to the exchequer. He had said " to a ^ damned, 
certain nobleman that was one of the council, if every 
man that had beguiled the king should make restitu- 
tion after this sort, it would cough the king twenty 
thousand pounds." **Yea, that it would, quoth the 
other, a hundred thousand pounds." *^ Alack, alack ! " 
he concluded, *^make restitution. For God's sake 
make restitution. Ye will cough in heU else, that all 
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the devils there will laugh at your coughing. Theire ■ 
no remedy but restitution, or else hell." ^ 

Before the same high audience Lever, at PauPs 
Lerer Cross, attributed the sufferings of the country 

PMiTsCroas to the misappropriation of the chantry lands, 
Ji:^'"- which had been taken to serve the king in 
b's necessary charges ; while " the king was disappcrnt- 
ed," "the poor were spoiled," "learning decayed," 
and the hangers-on upon the council only " enriched." 

" Because ye have no eyes," he said, " ye shall hear 
it with your ears. You have deceived the king and 
the universities to enrich yourselves. Before you did 
begin to be disposers of the king's liberality towards 
Cambridge ia learning and poverty, there were in Cam- 
2jJ^nify bridge two hundred students of divinity, 
ttudents. which be now all clean gone, not one of them 
left. A hundred others that had rich friends, arid lived 
of themselves in ostles and inns be gone, or be fain to 
creep into colleges, and put poor men from bare livings. 
In the country, grammar schools, founded of godly in- 
tent to bring up poor men's sons in learning and virtue, 
be now taken away by reason of greedy covetousness 
in you that were put in trust by God and the king, to 
erect and make grammar schools. The alms yearly 
bestowed in poor towns and parishes, to the great dis- 
pleasure of God, yea and contrary to God's Word and 
the king's laws, ye have taken away. 

" The people of the country say that their gentle- 
Tiiepooriii men and officers were never so ftiU of fair 

tlM oountry 

am robbed words and ill dccds as now they be. A gen- 
fentiemen. tlcmau will Say he loveth his tenant, but he 
keepeth not so good a house to make him cheer as his 
fiither did ; and he taketh more fines and greater rents 

1 Latimer's Sermom before the King. 
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tiian his fitther had. Another saith he would have an 
office to do good in his country ; but as soon as he hath 
c&uthorily to take the fee to himself, he setteth his ser- 
^vants to do his duty, and instead of wages, he giveth 
tihem authority to Uve by pillage, bribery, and extortion. 
" My lords of the laity and clergy, in the name of 
Ood I advertise you to take heed. When Th9 tnAct 
the Lord of Hosts shall see the flock scat- the poor 
tered, spilt, and lost, if he follow the trace of the court. 
the blood, it will lead him straightway unto this court." ^ 
There must have been good influence as well as bad 
in high places, or Latimer and Lever would not have 
been allowed to denounce to the world in such style 
the offences of government officials. Perhaps the ac- 
cusations were held to be retrospective, and reflected 
shame on the displaced Somerset. But this was not 
the whole. 

A return of a nobler and also a wiser spirit began to 
show itself here and there among individuals. Better qnnp- 
While the endowments of schools and hospi- among the 
tals were fraudulently made away with, and, eitbens. 
in spite of the change of government, continued to be 
pilfered, the Lord Mayor for the year 1649, Sir 
Rowland Hill, among other large charitable grants, 
founded and endowed a free school at Drayton, in 
Shropshire. Sir Andrew Judd, his successor in 1550, 
" erected a notable free school at Tunbridge," built a 
cluster of almshouses for poor men there, and left lands 
in trust to find a master and under-master, and the 
necessary supphes for the pensioners ; and the example 
was followed widely elsewhere.^ 

I Sermon of Thomas Lever, pnacfaed tt Paul's Cross: Stiype*t Mta» 
rfob, Vol m. 
t Holioahed. 



td4 Signs of letter Time*. [Gh. xxm 

More remarkable, because implyincc a yigoioiis mA 

menced in L<mdon by William Cholmlej, to 
ftoSf votk create work on a lar^re scale for the men 
people, whom the grazing system had thrown ont of 
employment. Accepting the new condition of things, 
and assuming that thenceforward sheep-farming and 
cloth-making would form the chief occupations of the 
country, he set himself to turn the change to ad^in- 
tage with the instinct of a political economist. 

English cloth had hitherto been carried to Holland 
and Belgium to be dyed, and hundreds of thousands of 
Flemings found lucrative employment in completing 
the manu&cture before it was shipped firom Antwerp 
for other parts of the world. Cholmley having found 
by experiment that Thames water was as good for dye- 
ing purposes as the water of the Low Countries, im- 
ported Flemish workmen to teach his own English 
servants. Having mastered their secret, he offered his 
discovery, through the government, as a free gift to his 
countrymen ; and, in urging the council to t»ke advan* 
And proph- tagc of his proposal, he added a remarkable 
commercial prophecy that, if England wo^dd develop its 
E5»nd. manufactures, and rely only upon itself for 
the completion of them, the trade of Antwerp would 
droop, and London become the mart of Europe.-^ 

The country in due time would reap the fruits of the 
intellect and enterprise of Cholmley and others like 
him. The government of Edward VI. could afford 
September, but Small attention to such things. The 
iXSSm * council had but one all-absorbing occupation 
^Sa^, — to find means, without sacrificing their 
J^^. own share of the public plunder, for paying 

1 Baqaest and Suit of a Trnehearted Englishman: Camden MisceHamjf. 
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"fche debts which Somerset had bequeathed them. 

■The bills of the Flanders Jews, renewed half-yearly 

with interest at fourteen or fifteen per cent., and twelve 

per cent, deducted also on the exchange, were a fright- 

ftil incubus. They must pay, or they must give 

T>onds to pay, in sterling silver, while the crown rents 

and the subsidies were paid in a currency which was 

but half its nominal value ; and the problem taxed to 

the uttermost their financial ingenuity. The four 

hundred thousand crowns were paid by the French for 

Boulogne, and perhaps cleared off some trifle of the 

score ; but the possession of so large a sum of money 

tempted the Treasury into speculations Theabsorb- 

which would kill or cure. " Of the second ^S to'fiJT 

payment of the French^' says Edward,^ " ten jSISSilto 

thousand pounds were appointed to win «**««°«*<*» 

money to pay the next year to outward countries,^ and 

it was promised that the money should double every 

monih.^^ The fate of the ten thousand pounds need not 

be inquired into. The Flanders State Papers contain 

little at this time but monotonous repetitions of the 

spendthrift's story — bills renewed as they fell due, and 

firesh loans to pay the interest of the old. 

The currency was the great resource ; and a notable 
scheme was invented by which it was hoped the debts 
in England could be all cleared off. " It was agreed," 
Edward wrote, " that Yorke, Master of the Mint at 
the Tower, should make his bargain with me October. 
— viz., to take the profit of silver rising out of^Jh^MiSt 
of the bullion that he himself brought— ^^^^ 
should pay all my debts to the sum of 120,- SS'SSJ*' 
OOOZ. or above, and remain accountable for ^^''^^^V' 

^ Jonmal of Edward VI. : Burnet's CdOieekMea. 
* t. e., to the Jews at Antwerp. 
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the overplus, paying no more but 6«. and GA the 
till the exchange was equal in Flanders — also that 
should declare all his bargains to any should be a] 
pointed to oversee him, and leave off when I would vs. 
for whicli I should give him 15,000Z. in prest, an 
loave to carry 8000?. over sea to abase the exchange." ^- 

From this scarcely intelligible entry it would be 
gathered only that some financial evolution was about 
to be practised which would make two shilhngs out of 
one, or something to that effect ; and that the crown 
was to commence with a sacrifice of 15,000Z. The 
real nature of the project, however, with the probable 
effects to be expected fi'om it, was explained a few 
weeks after, in a remarkable letter from a London 
merchant to Cecil ; and it is well to see with con- 
temporary eyes the extent and bearing of that deep 
evil which the government, in despair perhaps of any 
better resource, persisted in inflicting upon the country 
— teaching the people to execrate, however unjustly, 
the very name of a Reformation which had brought so 
dark a curse upon them. 

" Forasmuch," wrote a certain William Lane to 
Remon- Cccil, " as^ you be in place where matters 
SS^So?" concerning our commonwealth are many 
adiSflwTto times talked of, and I in my heart wishing a 
^^"* redress of things that seemeth to me amiss, I 

am so bold as to utter to you my judgment in these 
cases following, without redress whereof our common- 
wealth shall run headlong into more misery ; and for 
that I see a present mischief in hand or coming, 1 
would it were prevented with speedy remedy. 

^ Edward's Journal : Bumet's Collectanea. 
^ William Lane, Merchant of London, to Sir William Cecil' MS. 
fie, Edward VI. Vol. XIIL State Paper Office. 
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*' Of late not twelve days passed I talked with Mr. 
Yorke of the mint, who showed me that he The<iet»fl« 
was in hand to make a new coin of fine silver scheme of 

the Master of 

that should he eleven oz. fine, and coined in the Mint. 
pieces of two shillings the piece, whereof five pieces or 
a little more should make one oz. ; whereof I made 
the reckoning that one oz. of silver fine being sold to 
the mmt at 6s. 8c?., being coined, should make eleven 
shillings to be paid out again, or little more or less. I 
said, although the silver were fine, yet was it too dear 
and the money naught. He answered, that it was 
richer than the other money late made or now amaking, 
and much other communication we had not. 

" Now, forasmuch as it is well known that the ex- 
change between our realm and other foreign realms is 
the very rule that settleth the price (goods cheap or 
dear) of almost all things whereof is no scarcity, as 
well of the commodities and merchandize of this realm 
as of other foreign commodities brought hither, I will 
therefore declare what present mischief hath happened 
since my communication with Yorke, and in these six 
days hitherward. The exchange as well for The ex- 

•^ , change is 

Flanders as for France and Spain among the feiiing, and 

^ prices are 

merchants has fallen about seven per cent, rising. 
by reason of the news of the new coin coming forth, 
which the people will more better make the reckoning 
of, and understand the value of now in fine silver, 
than before in the mixture — which fall of the ex- 
change Cometh for fear of the littleness of our silver 
coin, and is the only cause that all we the merchants 
of England do rob England and carry away all the 
gold in the land to foreign realms, for that it is to 
ft more profit than the exchange. And the like of thia 
mischief happened here in England in the months of 
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June, July, and August last, in the which three 
The gold i« months were carried out of England not so 

iriven out ^ 

pf England, little as 100,000Z. of gold (and yet did silver 
come into England as fast and all for the private gain 
in coining the silver), for that the pound of gold is 
richer than the pound of white money ; which mis- 
chief now present doth cause our gold to be bought 
up. And when of late the king did call the French 
crown from 7 shillings to 19 groats, they be now 
bought up for 7*. 3d. and 7«. 4rf., to be carried away 
as all other gold ; so that shortly we shall be quit of 
all our rich money for a base coin ; and then shall fol- 
low a greater fall of the exchange, which is the father 
of all dearth of almost all things that man occupieth. 

" If we in England should coin six years to come so 
much white money as we have done in six years past 
of the value that now goeth, the plentifulness of the 
money and the baseness thereof together should bring 
our commonwealth to that pass that, if you should 
give a poor man three shillings a day for his day's 
labour, yet you should scarce pay him such a hire as 
he might live thereof, which God defend should come 
to pass ; and the private gain in coining silver is the 
cause of long continuance in coining still ; which ex- 
cess of gain in coining, and continuance of the same, 
shall bring to pass as is aforesaid, if speedy redress be 
not had in that behalf. And yet to new fine our base 
coin cannot be done without more charge than may be 
borne of the king or the commons. 
Series of mu- "Further, this said fall of the exchange 
SlndenuViis withiu thcsc four days hath caused, or will 
fem; Sn cause, cloth to be bought at 56Z. the pack, 
SL^Sf'Sfe which b3fore would not have been bought for 
tumnoY 52;. the j)ack ; so that you may perceive that 
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the exchange doth engender dear cloths, and dear 
clbths doth engender dear wool, and dear wool doth 
engender many sheep, and many sheep doth engender 
much pasture and dear, and much pasture is the decay 
of tillage, and out of the decay of tillage springeth the 
scarcity of com and the people unwrought, and con- 
straineth the dearth of all things. I have, for these 
six or eight years passed, perceived our com- Growth of 

luxury and 

xnonwealth to be grown into such a costliness impoveksh- 
and chargeableness of living and expense of country. 
foreign commodities, a great part not needfiil, that the 
atrial being made by the king's customs, you shall find 
tihat we spend and consume within this realm such 
stuns and quantities of foreign commodities that all the 
"wool, cloth, tin, lead, leather, coal, and other merchan- 
dize to be carried out of this realm, is not able to 
countervail, pay, or recompense for the said merchan- 
dize brought into the realm by one quarter part at 
least. And so long as the bringing in of superfluous 
commodities shall exceed in value the richness of our 
commodities carried out, so long and so much must 
you needs grant me, that our realm is impoverished, 
either in money or otherwise. That man which spend- 
eth in a year more than the stynte of his lands and 
travail of his body doth gain, must needs decay and 
grow into debt, as doth our whole realm in this point. 
And yet of late days I understand that there is a 
restraint of lead not to be carried out of England, 
which, whosoever did invent, studied as much the 
hurt of the commonwealth as he that invented that no 
coals should be conveyed from Newcastle into any 
foreign port but in a French ship, which, although it 
.fl but a coal matter, is such a hindrance to a part of 
cmr commonwealth as is worthy of redress. 
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" And, forasmuch as I have spoken of coals, 1 1^^ 
AdTuitagefl s^y * \\t\\B morc. If it were well-considerr^^ 
tor^ma what was to be done in the coals of Engla:^^^ 
Jfthe^SS*"* for the benefit of our land, and an or* ^5 
^*^^' therein set to the most commodity of tk^^^ 

realm, it should be found much more beneficial tc tt*^ 
commonwealth than it is now taken for ; for it migfc^ * 
well maintain in England three of our decayed towr:*^ 
or cities, besides the setting on work of three huEi-^^ 
dred ships daily more than it doth, and the marinerTS 
thereof. 

" But in the meantime, and out of hand, for God's 
Theriiver sake, sir, set forward some remedy for the 

currency • 

must be other matter, that we the merchants carry 

fiiiiltA^ down 

Immediately, not away all our rich money, and leave the 
base money here still. Once the excess of the private 
gain in coining to other men — supposed as to the king 
— may be taken away, and also our base coin of white 
money called down to fifteen shiUings in the pound — 
though it be not enough, yet will it do great service 
for the time, and keep many things at a stay which 
else will come to misery. And although this takes no 
place, for divers respects known to the rulers and not 
to me, yet I say there is many more reasons herein to 
be made which I omit. Sir, I most heartily desire you 
not to be offended with me for writing this my poor 
and simple judgment in matters of weight appertain- 
ing to councillors or other wise men ; for God I take 
to record, my heart bleedeth in my body to sec and 
perceive the things that be out of frame, and the mis- 
ery coming towards us, if it be not prevented." 

Free English thought would reform in time, the 
The protest ecouomy of the State, as well as the religion 
to yak. q£ j|. . |j^^ govemmeuts are ieaf to remedies 
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of slow growth. Cecil preserved the letter among his 
papers — perhaps he submitted it to his chiefs, bat to 
no present purpose. 

The immediate scheme of the Master of the Mint 

c^me to nothing. His purchase of bullion in Flanden 

^w^as interrupted by the authorities at Brussels. But 

the plate which England could supply travelled along 

t:he same bad road, and all the mints, through the 

"whole year of 1560, plied their abominable trade. 

Zeal against superstition was the universal church piate 

pretext for the pillage of the churches. The ~iL*Si toto"* 

shrines and crucifixes were already gone. ^"® money. 

This year, " the Kmg's Highness having need of a 

mass of money," an order of council went out for all 

the plate remaining in all the churches in England to 

be brought to the treasury.^ "All the church plate in 

the Tower was to be melted into wedges" for the 

great cesspool ; ^ and so narrow was the gleaning, that 

" the gold, silver, and jewels " were " ordered to be 

stripped" from the mass books, legend books, and 

such like, in his Highness's library at Westminster. 

It is to be admitted that the public expenditure was 

slightly reduced, the debts partially paid off — but it 

was only by defrauding the public of the Thegowm- 

means--- through the currency.^ To conceal tempt to 

, ^ "^ , , enforce bj 

the fraud which they were practising, or to vioienoea 

1 /» . TTT . 1 I tariff of un. 

prevent the consequences or it, Warwick and ju«t price*. 

1 Privy Council Eecords, Edward VI. MS, 

« Ibid. 

s Owing to the carelessness with which the public accounts were kept 
It is difScult to ascertain to what the debts of the crown reallj amountea 
It any given time. Bills were renewed as they fell due, and the calculation 
of money to be provided at any given time only touched what was im> 
mediately necessary. It will be seen, however, that, on the whole, War- 
wick would have accomplished something, had not the remedy which h« 
imployed b&^n worse than the disorder to be cored. 
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his friends endeavoured to enforce violently an uU- 
trary system of prices. The harvest of 1550 was a 
bad one. The existing scarcity was aggravated by a 
fitilure of the crops. The magistrates were ordered to 
give the farmers everywhere a scale on which they 
were to dispose of their produce. If they would not 
sell, the constables were to enter into possession, to 
survey their yards, their cattle-sheds, and their dairies, 
and to sell for them, at the oificial prices, whatever 
should appear to have been raised for the market, and 
not for consumption at home : the proclamation having 
been received with an outcry, the magistrates were to 
raise the force of the shires if necessary, to arrest and 
send to London any wanton or disobedient person who 
ventured to resist." ^ 

If it was so diificult, however, to enforce just prices 
The fermjji against the opposition of self-interest, it was 
Bnbmit%nd ^^* ^^ ^® supposcd that English farmers would 
men?Sve'* submit to have unjust prices forced upon 
^^' them. The council quailed before the howl 

of indignation which rose over the country when force 
was threatened. In a few weeks they were compelled 
to confess their error, and " from henceforth to suffer 
articles of food to be at liberty, and to be sold to no 
other than the buyers and sellers could reasonably 
agree upon." ^ 

But it was a bad business — not to be forgotten, 
when W9 would explain to ourselves why the English 
nation acquiesced so readily in the reaction under their 
coming sovereign. 

1 M8. Domestic, Edward VI. Vol. XI. 

2 MS. ibid. — Sir John Mason, writing to Cecil, condemned the con- 
duct of the government as utterly wrong and useless. " Nature will haTf 
her conrse," he said, ** and never shall you drive her to consent that a peD 
ayworth ihall be sold for a farthing.*' — Tytler, Vol. I. p. 341. 
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To return to more interesting subjects. 
The Duke of Somerset, on the 18th of February, 
received a formal pardon.^ In the beginning Apru. 
of April he resumed his duties as a privy somewetta 
councillor. On the 3d of June his recon- thecouncu 
ciliation with Warwick was cemented by the union of 
Lady Anne Seymour with Lord Ambrose Dudley. 
The summer pageant of the marriage cere- June. 
mony was at Shene upon the Thames. The the Thames. 
king was present, and the French ambassadors also, 
'who had arrived in England on the conclusion of the 
peace, and had been entertained by the lords in a 
series of gorgeous entertainments.^ On the 4th, the 
day following, Lord Robert Dudley (Earl of Leicester 
afterwards) was also married at the same place — 
the feet being chiefly memorable through its conse- 
quences — to the daughter of Sir John Robsart. 

These scenes of brilliancy had followed close upon 
another scene which was not so brilliant. In May. 
May, Joan Bocher, a Kentish woman, who bS!mt no? 
had been left in prison by Somerset's heresy Sg^ttSV- 
commission, had been sent to the stake. She ESL^ ^^^ 
was a pious worthy woman, it appears, a friend ■***^*®* 
of Anne Askew, who had died the same death a few 
years previously. Her crime was an erroneous opinion 
on the nature of the incarnation ; and, inasmuch as 
the statute for the punishment of heresy by death had 
been formally repealed, the authorities were obliged to 
fell back upon the traditions of the common law — 
much as if a judge in these days was to order a man 
to be hanged for sheep-stealing, notwithstanding the 
alteration of the law, because hanging was the ancient 

1 Rymer * Edward's Jounia]. 

TOb. T 18 
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traditionary treatment to which sheep-stealers were lia- 
ble.^ Ridley reasoned with Joan the day before her 
execution : " It was not long ago," she said, " since yon 
burnt Anne Askew for a piece of bread, yet came 
yourselves to belie\'e the doctrine for which you burnt 
her ; and now you will bum me for a piece of flesh, 
and in the end you will believe this also."^ She 
would not recant, and so she died, being one of the 
very few victims of the ancient hatred of heresy with 
which the Reformed Church of England has to charge 
itself. Yet, although Protestants were instinctively 
Toteration is ^lore susccptiblc of the altered feelings which 
SJiufaSy"* ^^^ progress of time and of the world brings 
Protestant, ^'^j^ j^^ — although earlier than Catholics 

they awoke to a wiser judgment of the nature of theo- 
logical errors, -^ the doctrine of persecution is never- 
theless an essential part of all dogmatic systems, and 
Bat was ^^^ causcs which first compelled the Re- 
SjoB^theBe- formed Churches to toleration, have acted 
SeoSh^* more slowly, but with equal effect, upon their 
oucs. rival. The Court of Rome could as little 

venture at the present day to send an unbeliever to 
the stake, as the Court of St. James's ; and the code 
of canon law for which the Reformers of the Church 
of England desired the sanction of parliament, was no 

1 The panegyrists of Edward YI. have described his pathetic agony at 
signing the death warrant. The entry in his Journal on the subject showi 
no particular emotion. It is a notice of the punishment of a criminal for 
an offence for which he certainly had no sympathy. 

" Joan Bocher, otherwise called Joan of Kent, was burnt for holding that 
Christ was not incarnate of the Virgin Mary, being condemned the yeai 
before, but kept in hope of conversion — the 30th April the Bishop of Lon- 
don and the Bishop of Ely were to persuade her, but she withstood them, 
and reviled the preacher that preached at her death.** — Edward*8 Jooinil: 
Burnet's OMectanea, p. 208. 

* Stiype, Memoriakf Vol. III. 
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tolerant of what the Church of England consid* 
^rs heresy, than the code of the Inquisition.^ 

The council could prosecute heretics. They were 
^wimest, too, in the purification of the faith from super- 
stition. The conscientious acceptance of the Prayer- 
Ijook was possible as yet to believers in transubstantia- 
"tion. The Prayer-book, with the help of the foreign 
refugees, was about to be revised, and Ridley was no 
sooner settled in the see of London, than he undertook 
in his own diocese to anticipate the alterations. On 
the 11th of June, at night, the altar at St. June. 

_. _, _ ; 1,1 , . Ridley takes 

raul s was taken down, and a table erected m down the 
its place, signifying in the change that the Paul's, 
body of the Saviour was no longer broken and offered 
in the sacrament, but that human beings merely par- 
took together of innocent bread and wine.^ The coun- 
cil followed up the bishop, and directed the same 
change to be introduced throughout England. The 

1 Cranmerf and the other authors of the ReformiUio Legum^ include, in a 
list of heresies, " The denial of the inspiration of the Bible,'* or "of the in- 
spiration of the Old Testament,'* or " of the two natures in Christ." For 
the way in which these opinions were to be dealt with, they say : " Fideles 
omnes in nomine Dei et Domini nostri Jesu Christi obtestamur ut ab his 
opinionibus pestilentissimis se longissime abducant. Et ab illis etiam 
Tehementer contendimus qui rempublicam et. ecclesiam administrant ut 
istas haereses ex regno nostro penitus evellendas et radicitus extirpandas 
quantum in se est curent'* 

A heretic was to be tried by a bishop. From a bishop he might appeal 
to the Court of Arches, and from the Court of Arches to the King's Bench. 

" Qui vero," the proposed law continued, " qui vero nee admonitionem 
nee doctrinam ull& ratione admittunt sed in HsBresi prorsus induraverunt, 
primum hseretici pronuntientur. A judice deinde legitimsB feriantur ex- 
communicationis supplicio. Quae sententia cum lata fuerit, si infra spalium 
sexdecim dierum ab hseresi recesserint, primum exhibeant publico mani- 
festa pcenitentisB indicia. Deinde solenniter j urent in ill& se nunquam haaresi 
rursus versaturos. Tertio contrarisB doctrinse publice satisfaciant, ac his 

omnibus impletis absolvantur Cum vero penitus insederit error . . . 

tm consnmptis omnibus aliis remediis ad extremum ad civiles magistratni 
iblegetur puniendus, etc." — BeformcUio Legum. 

> Stiype, Bon et, Stow. &rey Fviar$' Chromde, 
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Bishop of Chichester, hesitatiug to obey, was sum- 
i*e Bishop moned to London, and shut up with Gardi- 
to deprived. noF, Bouuer, and Heath. The Bishop of 
Durham, who was also one of the recusants, being 
one of Henry's trustees, was less easy to deal with, 
A charge of conspiracy was brought against him ; ^ 
but it broke down for want of evidence, and for the 
present he was left at liberty. Dr. Chedsey was sent 
to the Fleet for seditious preaching, and White, the 
warden of Winchester, for having in his possession 
anti-Protestant books.*^ 

The next movement — in the confidence that the 
And meaB- Empcror was not in a situation to resent it — 
te^put^** was against Mary ; and the consequences were 
^'^*** more serious than the council expected. 
*'*^' I must again review briefly the state of 

things on the Continent. On the 10th of November, 
Psni in. 1549, the chair of St. Peter fell vacant. Paul 
ber 10, 1649. III. had ended his pontificate — broken- 
hearted, it was said, at the revolt of his grandson 
Octavio ; but his age (he was 82), and the anxieties 
and labour of the fifteen years of his reign, would rather 
cause surprise at the strength which had endured so 
long. Men who have spent their lives in political bat- 
tles, who have had some years' experience of the disposi- 
tions of their fellow-creatures, do not die of small disap- 
pointments, and the intellectual sinew of Paul would 
not have been broken by the disobedience of a boy. Yet, 
if by such a cause his last hours were embittered, he 
was punished in his solitary weakness of affection for 
bis kindred. If consistency and dauntless bearing com- 
The great- maud rcspect wherever they are found, Paul 
pontiflcate. III., as a rulcr of men, may claim a place 

1 Beeordi of Privy ComeOj MS, > MB, n>id: Stiype's Onmmmr. 



wo.] Election of a Pope. 277 

among tae politically great. On the death of Clement 
"Vll. the papacy was dying, the human life was gone 
from it. But the phantom had risen from the grave, 
and was again towering up over Europe in menacing 
grandeur. Scotland had heen saved; France, which 
was trembling on the edge of revolt, had returned to 
partial allegiance ; the Smalcaldic League was broken ; 
and, in dying, Paul might feel that the Reformation 
had spent its force, that the worst was over.^ But 
who was to succeed ? France had its nominee, and the 
Empire had its nominee. Reginald Pole offered him- 
self in the interests of religion. An Italian faction, 
under the young Cardinal Famese, Octavio's The oar- 
brother, held the balance among the rivaJ meet to 

choose hfa 

parties, and Famese was said to be Imperial. Bucceasor. 
It was reported at Brussels that he had promis**i Charles 
twenty voices in favour of any one that he m,^ht name ; 
and scandal added that, to settle all questions, Charles 
might perhaps nominate himself. ^ Such a solution of 
European di£Bculties would have been as complete as it 

1 ClarissimsB memoriss Princeps . . . anna ssepius moverat adversus 
Christi hostes. Catholico sanguine a se nunquam respersa. Inchoaverat 
diuque promoverat concilium ex obstaculis perarduum, ex ^'ebus in eo agi* 
tatis amplissimum, et ad reparandam disciplinam pnevalidum, inter reli- 
qua, qu8S unquam in ecclesi^ coaluissent. Immoderato suam erga stirpem 
amore se hoininem prodidit. De reliquo herois nomen apud ecclesiam 
Dactus est. — Pallavicino. 

Of the personal character of Paul III. strange stories were afloat Be- 
fore his death a pamphlet appeared dedicated to one of the Colonnas, and 
■scribed to Bernard Ochin — (the account of it is giver by Sleidan) — 
eharging Paul with crimes which the annals of the Borgias would not 
parallel. The writer, with circumstantial minuteness, declares that the 
pope in his youth had been imprisoned for two murders — that he kad 
poisoned his mother and one of his nephews — that he had poisoned a sis* 
Ur whom he had first corrupted, &c. 

The probability is immeasurably great, that all charg js produced long 
•fter date against persons who bar excited the animosi^ /^ of a theological 
Br political faction are lies. 

2 Sir Thomas Cheyne to the Ck>wici1: Stfype, Vol. Ux. p. 298. 



278 Election of Jvl%u% the Third. [Ch xxflL 

was, unfortunately, impossible. The cardinals went to 
work at the end of December, and the first favourite 
Reginald '^^'^ Polc. Farncse was personally for him, 
first™ *^® Imperialists were not against him, and 
Tourite, p^j^ ^^ ^j^g ^.jjj^g ^^^ g^ confident of success, 

that he composed an oration to the conclave to bo 
delivered on his election.^ But the Italians generally 
were lukewarm, and the French were hostile. Once, 
at a midnight meeting, if we may believe a theatrical 
story of Beccatelli, there was a moment when the feel- 
ing was so far in his favour that he might have been 
ButwMex- chosen on the spot by adoration. But the 
'iel^^t opportunity, if it existed, was allowed to pass, 
•f France. Morouc, a decided Imperialist, was proposed 
next, and proposed by Pole himself; but the French 
were able to keep out Morone, though unable to carry 
their own candidate Salviati ; and, in the end, Famese 
brought forward the president of the council at Bologna, 
Cardinal del Monte ; del Monte having privately 
promised that, if elected, he would forsake France, no 
longer oppose the Emperor, restore Parma to Octavio, 
and reunite the Council at Trent. 

Easy, timid, and self-indulgent, Cardinal del Monte 
Cardinal del was a ucutral character on which opposing 
chosen, with factious could agrcc. On him the choice fell 
juUuB III. at last ; and under the name of Julius III. he 
occupied (his dwarfed dimensions could not fill) the 
vacant throne of Paul III. His first act showed the 
conduct which was to be looked for from him. A 
Pope, on his election, was allowed by custom to bestow 
the red hat which he vacated at his own private 
pleasure. Julius III. raised to the high dignity of a 
cardinal a fevourite and beautiful page who had the 

1 Gratiani: quoted in Pye^s lAft of PoU, 
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care of his Holiness's monkey. The new Jupiter, the 
irreverent world exclaimed, had taken up into heaven 
a second Ganymede. 

So much for the Papacy, The Emperor now sup- 
posed that his difficulties would be at an end. The German 

* •11 • Diet to meet 

The council would collect again at Trent, atAugsbuig. 
and the Germans would be compelled to submit to 
it. The Diet was summoned to meet at Augsburg at 
midsummer ; Prince Philip was sent for from Spain ; 
and theological and political questions merg- Phiiipisaent 
ing into one, the representatives would be Spain, 
invited, not only to give their allegiance to the council, 
but to make the Empire hereditary, and to nominate 
Philip as Charles's successor, Ferdinand, King of 
the Romans, and presumptive successor, had promised, 
it was said, to relinquish his pretensions in chariesv. 
Philip's favour ; ^ and though Ferdinand dis- make the 
claimed any such engagement, and his son hereditary. 
Maximilian had no inclination to make way for his 
cousin, the Emperor believed that he could bear down 
opposition. The Pope was in his interests, and the 
Catholic States of Germany would act as the Pope 
wished ; while they were secretly promised that the 
Lutheran divines should appear at the council, not aa 
members upon equal terms, but as accused persons, 
upon their trials,^ 

Magdeburg continuing to hold out against the In- 
terim, was declared under the ban of the Empire. 
The London council having followed in the ways of 
Somerset, there was no longer a question of a renewal 
of intimacy with England. After a quarter of a cen- 
tuiT of patience, Charles imagined at last that he could 

1 Sir John Mason to the Council: Tytler, Vol. I. p, S96. 
tibid. 
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declare himself openly as the enemy of heresy in all 
its forms. 

On the 29th of April, before leaving Brussels for the 
Heissnesan Diet, he issucd an edict for the government 
J^**?;?^* of the Netherlands, which bore in time its 
^^coun^* fatal fruit in the Alva persecutions. He had 
*"-• done his best, he said, by moderate measures 

to keej his subjects to the true faith. He had learnt, 
to his sorrow, that not only were they infected too 
deeply to be cured by moderate means, but that for- 
eigners who traded amongst them (he alluded particu- 
larly to the English), were systematically spreading 
Heresy Bhau coutagion in their towns. Be the conse- 
eod. quences what they might, heresy should now 

come to an end; heretical books should circulate no 
longer in his dominions ; he would have no conven- 
ticles, no rebaptisings, no conspiracies, no disputings 
on doubtful passages in Scripture. The saints should 
receive their honours ; the municipal liberties of the 
towns should no longer protect evil deeds and evil 
doers ; and he would trifle no longer in inflicting pun- 
ishment. 

" Men and women," said the Emperor, " who dis- 
womenahau obcv mv Command shall be punished as reb- 

be buried J J r 

alive : men els and disturbcrs of public order. Women 

shall be 

executed. who havc fallen into heresy shall be buried 
alive, and men shall lose their heads, even if they de- 
sist from their errors ; if they continue obstinate, they 
shall be burnt; and whichever be their punishment, 
their goods shall be forfeited : ^ they shall be incapable 

1 J*ordonne que cenx qui agiront contre ces defenses soient putriis comme 
■editieux et perturbateurs du repos public, et je condamne les femmes )i 
6tre enterr^ toutes vives, et les hommes k perdre la tSte en cas qu*ilf 
d^istent de leiirs erreurs, mais tous k 6tre brdl^ s'ils y demeurent obfti< 
n^, et k la confiscation de leurs biens qnelque supplice quMls subissmt 
SJeidan, Vol. lU. p. 64. 
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of making a will : from the moment of their proved 
delinquency, their acts as citizens shall be null and 
void : if man or woman be suspected of her- No om 

iii»i 11 1* shall asfiflt 

esy, no one shall aid, protect, or shelter him or protect 
or her ; they shall be denounced to the near- pected. 
est inquisition. Those who have fallen into heresy, 
who of their own accord have repented and been re 
ceived to grace, if they again reason or argue on the 
subject of their errors, shall be punished as relapsed : 
those who are suspected, although there be no proofs 
against them, shall abjure and do penance ; no honour, 
public oflSce, or dignity whatsoever, shall be conferred 
on any man who has once been tainted : no No one ghan 
stranger shall be admitted to a lodging in any out a testi- 

• -.I 111* '^i monial of 

inn or private house unless he bring with orthodoxy 
him a testimonial of orthodoxy from the prfest. 
priest of the place where he has resided. The in- 
quisitor-general shall have power to examine into the 
belief of every man, from the highest to the lowest, 
and all and any officers of all kinds shall assist the 
inquisitor, at their peril if they neglect or refuse ; 
those who know where heretics are concealed, Thoae who 
shall denounce them, or shall suffer as her- ticsshau 
etics themselves : those who give up heretics they were 
to justice shall not be liable to punishment, themseiTes. 
though they be themselves heretics, if they will for 
the future conform. And the penalties^ hereby threat 
ened shall be inflicted, and shall not be relaxed ; and 
judges who neglect their duty shall not escape un- 
punished. Tnose who are cited and do not appear, 
shall be assumed to be guilty, and treated at guilty ; 
those who intercede for offenders shall suffer as abettors 
of heresy." 

The circumstantial minuteness of the edi( t carried 
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terror into every town in the Low Countries. Ortho- 
doxy was no security, unless accompanied with the 
extinction of all human charity. From city and vil- 
lage streams of refugees poured out toward the ports, 
The Flemish ^^^ ^^ board vesscls bound for England. 
Stl^ftJge England became the island of rejfuge to which 
In England. ^^iQ exilcd Flemings brought with them their 
arts and industry; and, as forlorn and naked they 
set foot upon the British shores, the honourable hu- 
manity with which they were received, sheltered, and 
sustained must be counted among the not too many 
virtues of Edward's ministers. Austin Friars was 
made over to those who remained in London, with 
lands and farms to support their clergy ; and the clergy 
themselves were enrolled as a body corporate and ex- 
empt from the bishop's jurisdiction.^ The Duke of 
Somerset at his own expense established a 'colony 
of Walloon weavers among the ruins of Glastonbury 
Abbey.2 

The Emperor meanwhile went resolute to Augs- 
burg, where he carried a vote in the Diet binding 
Germany to submit to the Council of Trent. The 
Duke of Mecklenburg entered the territory of the 
TheMagde- Magdcburgers. They made a sortie upon 
a battle, but him, and were defeated utterly, with the 
Burrender. loss of their artillery. The fate of Luther- 
anism appeared to be sealed; yet the Magdeburgers 
still would not surrender. Surrender, they said grand- 
ly, implied the mass, and the mass they would receive 
never. But they could die without difficulty ; they 
made up their minds to the worst ; and the news of 
the edict in the Low Countries did them service, 
bringing the old soldiers of the Landgrave and the 

1 I^ymer. 2 MS, Domestic, Edward VI. State Paper Offlct. 
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Elector to their aid in thousands. In all reasonable 
probability, however, their resistance was hopeless. 
The Diet voted a force, the command of which they 
petitioned the Emperor should be given to Duke Mau* 
rice. The Emperor, who, notwithstanding the duke's 
resistance to the Interim, and his suspicious absence 
from Augsburg (he had been represented there by 
deputy), either trusted him or did not choose to 
appear to distrust him, consented ; and Mau- Duke Man- 
rice relieved the Duke of Mecklenburg, took ifogdebuS? 
the field in November, and laid formal siege to the 
city. 

It was at this moment, when the Emperor was at 
the height of his confidence, and England was ha- 
rassed, distracted, and impoverished, that the oppor- 
tunity was taken to withdraw the privilege fi-om the 
Princess Mary of using her own religion, and of com- 
pelling her to submit to the Act of Uniformity. When 
a hint of what was intended went abroad, the Imperial 
ambassador made a formal request that she should not 
be interfered with. He was met with a direct refusal ; 
and although no immediate steps were taken, j„iy 
yet Mary had reason to know that before ^^u^cS^^^ 
long constraint would be used towards her, fe^®^th?£ 
and arrangements were contrived between Sa^^who 
herself and the Regent of the Low Countries SSj^ to " 
for her escape to Antwerp. The Flemish ^^°<*«»' 
admiral, Skipperus, was on the coast of Essex, and 
had been inspecting the landing-places.^ The prin- 
cess was to ride down some night, under cover of 
the darkness, from her house at New Hall, and Skip- 
perus would be in the way to carry her off*. The 
project was not new. On her mother's death, fiftoeE 

1 Edward^s Journal, July 13: Burnet's Collectanea^ p. 31. 
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years before, a similar escape had been contem2)Iated, 
and had been relinquished, perhaps out of dread of 
Henry's resentment.^ The difficulty was now less 
considerable. Mary was older and more experienced. 
Her escape, it was thought, would be easy, and when 
ascomplished, would be followed by war and insurrec- 
tion.^ The peers of the old blood, more than evei 
discontented at the aspect of pubUc affairs, had with- 
drawn in displeasure to their estates ; and as Warwick 
attached himself more and more to the . ultra-Protes- 
tants, a second schism was making itself felt among the 
council. A state paper, unfortunately imperfect, re- 
veals the opinion of Sir William Cecil on the serious- 
ness of the situation. 

" The Emperor," says this paper,^ " is aiming at the 
sovereignty of Europe, which he cannot obtain with- 
out the suppression of the Reformed religion ; and un- 
sirwuiiam less he crushcs the English nation, he cannot 
plains crush the Reformation. Besides religion, he 

which has a further quarrel with England, on ac- 

England. count of the Lady Mary, and the Catholic 
party will leave no stone unturned to bring about our 

1 The plan is detailed in a long letter from the French Ambassador to 
Charles Y., dated Feb. 17, 1536, among the archives at Brussels. The am- 
bassador's alarm for himself is expressed with much emphasis. " S'il estoit 
question d'entendre et proc^der k Texemtion de la dicte enterprise, il ne 
seroit Thonneur de votre Majesty que je restasse icy: car tout le monde ne 
sauroit oster de credulity a Roy par quelque couleur ou couverture que l*on 
y 89ait donner, qui ne tint que fusse Pinventeur et promoteur du tout: et 
par cons^uent chose du monde ne me pouvoit eschapper quMl ne me fit 
passer le pas. Car en ce comme autres choses voudroit il montrer sa gran- 
deur et donne d*entendre quUl n'a respect ne crainte de personne. 

^ There came divers advertisements from Chamberlain, ambassador with 
the Queen of Hungary, that their very intent was to take away the Lad^ 
Mary and so to begin an outward war and an inward conspiracy. — Ed- 
ward's Journal, August 14. 

* Argumenta periculi nisi curft divertatur, imminentis. — In Caefl*! 
handwriting: MS, Germany^ bundle 15, State Paper Office. 
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overthroVf . We are not agreed among ourselves. The 
majority of our people will be with our adver- ^he reform- 
Banes ; ^ and it is reasonable to think that, of^theT'»i^ 
although so long as all is quiet the crown can Jw ve^* 
maintain tranquillity, should war break out, ^"p^p"^? 
they will Usten rather to what they will consider the 
voice of God calling on them to restore the Papacy, 
than to the voice of the king calling on them And,inetent 

1 o mi 1 1 /» 1 <**" invasion. 

to obey/ i he great body or the peers — the peopi© 
some of the council — all the bishops except riiied upon. 
three or four — almost all the judges and lawyers 
— almost all the justices of the peace — the priests 
and vicars — will be on the same side ; and the com- 
mons are in such a state of irritation, that they will 
rise at a word." 

To add to the peril, there seemed a danger of a fresh 
rupture with France. In the late peace all Likelihood 
questions save that of Boulogne had been ?uptm«with 
reserved for future settlement, and among ^'*°°**- 
these were many which could not be allowed to lie 
over. In the anomalous character of the war, during 
its earlier stages, merchant ships had been i. Prizes 

- ,,.1, . «. taken in the 

taken on both sides by pnvateers, and it was wars. 

1 " Non consentimus inter nos ipsos, neque major multitude defensare 
est banc causam sed potius susceptare adversariorum causam. Major pars 
magnatum qui absunt ab Axxlk, et aliqui eorum qui bic etiara agunt, Epi»- 
copi omnes prater tresaut quatuor, judices et legisperiti psene omnes, justi- 
ciariorum psene omnes, presbyteri et sacrificuli qui suam plebera movere 
possunt in qu^vis parte; quia universa plebs irritatur adeo ut facile velit 
sequi mntationes quascumque.*' This paper has a date upon it of Novem- 
ber, 1551. But the date on papers of loose notes cannot always be depended 
on, and internal evidence would refer it rather to November, 1550. By the 
next year there were more than three or four bishops on the Reforming 
side. 

3 Nam ut aliqua sestimatio habeatur cogitandum est quamdiu princepi 
qnietum habeat regnum, tamdlu legibus possit suos regere. Sed si in arma 
ob defensionem causse forte fuerint vocati, turn dubium est velintne audin 
principis vocem, an ut illi indicant Dei pro restaurando Papfamo. 
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uncertain whether they were lawful prizes. The 
French desired that a joint commission. should sit to 
settle all maritime claims. The English council said 
..that they had no power by law to consent to such a 
commission ; their own Admiralty Court had been con- 
stituted for the express purpose of dealing with mari- 
time questions, and dealing with them by the civil law 
of Europe, not by the common law of England. The 
complaints of French merchants against -English cruis- 
ers must be heard there or nowhere.^ 

1 ** As concerning the commissions, answer has been made that in all 
the parliaments and generally all the courts of France where law is minis- 
tered, th')ugh some. places have their particular customs, the law civil is 
observed, kept, and practised, and so it is likewise in the great courts of 
Brabant, Flanders, and Malines. So that it is easy enough, either ibr the 
French king as the Emperor, to appoint persons in any of the said courts 
or parliaments to hear any cause that the princes shall think good to ap« 
point and commit unto them. But throughout all this realm of England, 
in all the courts of justice, are observed the laws of the realm, and all 
causes and controversies judged by the same, so as no other laws have 
place — which laws of the realm are not the civil Jaws, nor are grounded 
upon them, nor have no conformity unto them, so as the knowledge of the 
civil law serveth nothing at all for the understanding or exercising of 
them. Wherefore the King's Highness can appoint none out of his ordi- 
nary courts of this realm to hear any kind of causes unless the said causes 
\>e judged and determined by the laws of the realm, and not the civil law. 
And we think the French king's subjects, being ignorant of the said laws 
of the realm, would not gladly have their causes and matters judged 
thereby. . . . Thus it is that forasmuch as strangers are not acquainted 
with our laws, to shew them favour, the King's Highness's progenitors 
have thought good to erect and set up a court of matters chanced upon 
the seas or out of this realm ; in the which court process is made and jus- 
tice is ministered according to the law civil, the which court is called the 
Admiralty Court; where the said strangers' causes are examined, whether 
the controversy be between themselves or against the king's subjects. 
And to the intent that strangers should have the better expedition of their 
causes, it is ordained that in the said court that process be made tummarit^ 
tt dejdeno. And for because that the chief resort of all strangers in this 
realm is London, therefore the said admiral hath set up his court at Lon- 
don. These things considered, we cannot see nor devise how the French 
king's subjects' causes may be discussed more for their ease and commod* 
ity than in the said Admiral's Court." — The Council to Sir John Mason 
September, 1550 : MS. France^ bundle 9, State Paper Office. 
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. Another cause of difference was the Calais frontier* 
On the edge of the Pale an abbey had stood Joiy. 

2. TheCftlftif 

called Sandingfeldt, which in old times, with frontier, 
the estates attached to it, had, as church property, 
been neutral ground. The abbey had been suppressed, 
and the land secularized, but the rights over it asserted 
by the English were denied by the French. Tliey, 
too, on their side, entered into possession, built farms, 
and broke the ground, and a series of petty collisions 
had followed between the labourers.^ 

On the part of the English government, a third griev- 
ance appeared, which seemed as if it was caused by a 
feeling of revenge for their bad success in Scotland. 
The natural route from Paris to Edinburgh The right of 
lay through London. The Archbishop of Scotland in 
Glasgow, returning out of France, neglected peiice 
to apply for a passport ; he was taken prisoner, and 
held to ransom ; and Lord Maxwell, who did apply, 
was refused.2 The prisoners taken at St. An- The Arch- 
drew's, though still detained in France, had aiMgSwig 
been released from the galleys and prisons at *"^ 
the peace, through English intercession. The French 
court desired that the archbishop and other Scotch 
prisoners in England should be set at liberty in return.^ 

1 MS. France^ bundle 9, State Paper Office. 

2 The council gave a curious reason for their refusal. " The commoa 
passage of Scots and Frenchmen through the realm/' they said, " is 80 
cumbrous and hurtful to the Ring's Majesty's subjects, that therein ii 
daily complaints made of the outrages and evil usages of the king's sub- 
jects by such Scots an(i French as daily pass through the realm by post. 
And yet because we would not seem ungrateful, we have licensed such 
Frenchmen as come expressly from the French king, or that be commanded 
by their ambassadors here. And certainly there is double more passage 
of the French king's servants through this realm than is of the Eing'i 
Majesty's own — insomuch as for the ease of the people no Englishman 
here is suffered to ride by post, but upon his own horse." — Council ta 
Mason : MS. France^ bundle 9, State Paper Office. 

* ** I have, at year request," said the French king to Mason, " set al 
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Mason, instructed by the council, said that, if the Scots 
might go where they pleased, the archbishop should 
go also. Henry answered good-humouredly, but noth- 
ing was concluded. 

Two factions continued to divide the Paris govem- 
Twopartiee mcut. The Ultramontanes, the Guises, and 
Fr^ch gov- Catherine de' Medici, were for peace and alli- 
tmment. ^^^^ ^j^j^ ^^^ Empcror. They hated Eng- 
land ; they desired to follow up at Calais their success 
The queen ^^ Bouloguc, and they made the most of these 
gSmss* P^tty disagreements. Montmorency and the 
Sito iJg- king inclined to the older anti-Austrian pol- 
land. j^y^ ^^^ ^jjg ^Q^Q Qf ^Y\G court chaugcd from 

day to day.^ 

The English council, on mature thought, released 
The French ^^^ archbishop, and Henry released the 
S^'the Scots ; but Mason wrote that he had no con- 
s?An*"** fidence, and knew not what would happen. 
drew'8. u Trust them," he said, '' as you will best 
trust to yourselves ; and the best trusting of another 
is so to trust him as, if he would deceive, he shall not 
be able to bring his deceitful intent to pass.^ 

Owing to cross influences and want of will, the other 

liberty the Scots, which else, by yon sun, should have rotted in their pris- 
ons, so cruel was their murder. By my troth, I cannot tell how to answer 
the world for lack of justice — one good turn deserves another." — Ma- 
son to the Council, July, 20 : MS, France^ bundle 9, State Paper Office. 

1 Doctor Wotton, writing to Cecil, said: " The danger is lest our trusty 
and well-beloved, I dare not say right trusty and well-beloved friends of 
France, will use the occasion w^hen she serveth for their purpose; and 
knowing the great desire that the}** have to live at peace with us — that is 
to say, to have Calais again — (for the keeping thereof, they say, is the 
only cause of any war betwixt us, and they having recovered that once 
from lis, would not fail ever after to live in peace with us), an orator of less 
eloquence than Tully might peradventure persuade me that our said 
ftiends, having such occasion, would have as much respect to their comp 
noditj-as to their promises." — Wotton to Sir William Cecil: M8. Ibid. 

s Mason to the Council, November 8: M8, Ibid. 
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diflbrences could not be arranged. The conistable ancl 
tlie king declared privately their own desire that peace 
might be maintained, but with an evident doubt if it 
would be possible. " Means might be found," they 
hinted, that is to say, the English might, if they liked, 
relinquish formally their claims on the Queen of Scots, 
and accept a French princess for Edward in her place. 
That would be something, but without it the Guises* 
influence would probably prevail* 

At length. Mason wrote, in the last week of Decem- 
ber, ^' in a great assembly at the court, some December. 
one," probably the Duke of Guise himself, nobSSin 
*'in a studied oration persuaded the war "^JJi^^ 
against England, and to declare the likelihood °^^^l^ ^ 
of good success therein,Tie set forth the lack t^ijSj 
of government, of captains, of victuals, money, ^k^*- 
and munition ; and the people,*' he said, " were so ill- 
contented, as never looked the lark so much for the 
day as they did for the entry of some foreign prince ; 
«o was it the easiest thing in the world not only to 
annoy England, but de nous emporter de tout^ and now 
was the time to recover all the dishonour that France 
had in times past sustained by that peevish isle." ^ 

Indeed, the ambassador said, something must be 
done, and done quickly ; ^^ were it nothing more than 
the stay of our own people at home ; we are at this 
present so loose with all the world, that our surety 
hangeth as it were but in the wind ; a straight league 
with a notable knot would restore unto us our reputa- 
tion abroad, which undoubtedly is not undecayed." ' 



^ IImoii to the Coniicil: M8, France, bundle 9, State Paper Office. 

' Among the OoiUm. IfSS. VegMsiau, D. 18, is a paper on the state of 
imUic affairs by William Thomas, clerk of the council, addressed to Ed- 
murd, to whom at this time he was acting as a sort sf political tutoT. It 

VOL. V. 19 
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Never perhaps was England in a position which 
manded greater skill, wisdom, and energy ; and wha^. 
were her statesmen doing? and what had thej beeo 
doing ? They had prevented Mary's escape ; and 

b headed, " My private opinion teaching your Majesty's outward affain 
at the present,*' and has been printed by Strype: Memorials j Vol. TV. p, 
382. The following extract is the sketch of the position of England: — 
*' Time was, in the days of your father of famous memory, that this estate, 
being dreaded of all neighbours, needed not to esteem any of them' more 
than itself was esteemed ; but now the case is so altered, that, because we 
are both hated and contemned of them all, we must either redeem our esti- 
mation or else perish. One of two things must be won — either friendship 
to help us, or time to make oursdves strong. As for friendship, I see not 
which way any is to be gotten without either an extreme disadrantage or 
the denying of our faith, neither of which is tolerable. And as I believe 
it is impossible we should have any perfect amity with any foreign prinoe 
that dissenteth fh)m us in religion, so, because we have no neighbour of 
uniform religion, we can find no friend whose amity is to be trusted. 
Wherefore we must of force turn unto time, to see how much we may wfai 
thereof, and what we may win withal; and because neither is our force so 
ordered that we may trust thereby to win time, nor our treasure such as 
may purchase it, therefore our extremest shift is to work by policy. We 
have two puissant princes to deal withal — the French king, a doubtfU 
friend; the emperor, a dissembling foe. The one hath done us already dis- 
pleasure ; the other we are sure will do it if he can. For what quarrel hath 
he to the Germans but religion, wherein he hath sworn rather to spend his 
life than not to reduce it to his own manner? and when he shall have 
overcome those few that rest, which are of small account in respect of his 
power, where shall he end his fury but against us? I wot well that some 
are of opinion that Magdeburg with the confederate cities shall keep 
him occupied a while. Some others add that the Germans are not yet won 
to the papistical sect; and some others reckon upon the Turks coming into 
Hungary. But I am persuaded the Emperor estimates this matter of Mag- 
deburg very little, and much less the German Protestants, and least of all 
the Turks ; and we have great cause te mistrust both his purposes and 
himself. On the other side, the French king is. already in possession of 
Scotland, and practiseth in Ireland amongst a people that loveth liberty, 
and for eveiy small hope of gain will be ready to revolt, wherein, if he 
should prevail, we might reckon ourselves besieged, and in manner en- 
vironed of enemies. 

'* So, when time shall draw either of their swords, and we unprovided, 
as presently we are, then must we either perish or be a prey to the one o# 
them, or, at the best, receive intolerable conditions. For, say what bm 
will, our power without some friendship is of small substance — JM| 
though we were all as good subjects as Edward III. had, whereas now 1 
me there be aa well hollow as whole hearts to be found." 
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ihej liad not as yet forcibly altered the service in her 
chapel. They had taken precautions also for Theooandi 
their own personal security ; a hundred yeo- sary to in- 
men had sufficed to guard the court in the ^uari. 
stem times of Henry VIII. ; in the era of liberty it 
was necessary to raise them to a thousand.^ For the 
rest, they were engaged on two matters of grave mag- 
nitude — the prosecution of Grardiner, and the great 
vestment controversy. 

The Duke of Somerset was again powerful. In 
the signatures of the council to public acts Somenet, 
his name once more headed the list. On the partiJuy 
28th of May he carried the nomination of hispowsr. 
Hooper to the bishopric of Gloucester, against a vehe- 
ment opposition ; ^ and he showed a disposition to re- 
assert his old pretensions, which alarmed either the 
jealousy or the regard of Warwick.' In some direc- 
tions, however, he was inclined to use his recovered 
influence wisely. Ashamed perhaps of the part which 
he had himself borne in the treatment of the Bishop 
of Winchester, he moved in council, on the 8th of 
June, that, considering the bishop's long imprisonment, 
if he would now conform himself and be obedient, he 
should be restored to his diocese.* The duke, Bed- 

1 ** This day it was debated whether it was convenient that the King's 
Majesty shonld have a number of men at arms in ordinary, as well for the 
safety of his Majesty's person as for the stay of his unquiet subjects, and 
Ibr other service at all events, which, after long disputation^ was thought 
and concluded upon as a thing very necessary." — Privy Council RecorcU, 
M8. February 25, 1550-51. From the accounts of subsequent musters and 
VBviews, nine hundred or a thousand seems to have been the number of 
men maintained. 

3 John ab Ulmis to Bullinger: EpistalcB TigurincB, 

< Whalley to Cecil, June 26, 1550: MS. Domestic^ Vol. X. State Papei 
Office. This letter has been printed by Mr. Tytler, and introduced by hiii 
into his defence of Somerset; but he has mistaken the date by a year, and 
in the date his argument turns. 

« OmneS Beoordi, JUS. 
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fiird, Northampton, Petre, and the Earl <rf Wiltshire, 
ftidMToiin went to Grardiner to the Tower, taking widi 
JJ,2S*5**" them a copy of the Prayer-book. If he would 
^■'^*°"» accept it without reserve, they told him he 
should be released. The bishop said that he had 
been treated with injustice ; but, for that matter, he 
was ready to let the past be the past : as to the Prayer- 
book, if he accepted it as a prisoner, it would seem b» 
if he had accepted it under constraint ; he desired them, 
however, to leave the book with him ; he would ex- 
amine it, and give them an answer. They complied, 
and after a few days they returned. The bishop then 
Who under- told them that, if he had had the making of 
pMrt,toae- the book, he would not pretend that he would 
iSljer-book. havo made it as it was ; but the doctrine oi 
the real presence being recognised, his conscience was 
satisfied ; he would obey the law, and do his best to 
make his clergy obey. This seemed to be enough. 
He was weary with his imprisonment, he said. They 
Somerset promised that it should not last any longer ; 
SSthSlhau ^" *wo days he should be free. The rumours 
be let free. q( j^jg approaching liberation spread over 
London; he himself gave his farewell dinner at the 
Tower ; and the Duke of Somerset, had it rested with 
him, would have kept his word. 

But it was the misfortune of Somerset that he could 
not do one thing at a time ; or, perhaps, in making the 
promise, he had exceeded his powers. The connexion 
of Warwick with the ultra-Protestants created on his 
part an extreme unwillingness to see Gardmer again 
at liberty. Somerset was exerting himself at the same 
dme to obtain the pardon of two of the Arundels, who 
had been concerned in the Cornwall insurrection. He 
had taken the part of the Earl of Arundel, who was 
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m disgrace and had been fined ; ^ and Warwick's fiu> 
9ion suspected him of aiming at the recovery of the 
Protectorate. They determined to thwart him, there- 
fore* in his attempt to undo his own early in- The uitm- 
justice ; or if Gardiner was to be at large, hoireTer. ' 
he should be fettered with other conditions heshaunot 
beyond a mere consent to the Prayer-book, ewiiy. 

A month was allowed to pass. At the end of it^ 
on the 8th of July, Warwick, Ridley, and Sir William 
Herbert carried to the Tower a set of articles for the 
bishop's signature, in which he was required to admit 
the right of the council to exercise, during a July, 
minority, the powers of the head of the quired to 
Church ; in which he was to approve the re- and to ad- 
peal of the Six Articles Bill, with the disuse had heen 
of listing ; and fiirther, to confess that he had ished. 
broken fiiith with the government, had offended the 
law, and deserved his punishment.^ Gardiner signed 

1 *• My Lord of Warwick is a most dear and faithful friend unto my 
uord's Grace (of Somerset). His whole nature was vehemently troubled 
with his Grace's proceedings of late. Sundry times overcome with the 
fhll remembrance thereof, he showed the inward grief of his heart with not 
a few tears. 

** The sum of all was, that my Lord's Grace hath so unadvisedly at- 
tempted the enlargement and delivery of the Bishop of Winchester and 
the Arundels, as also his Grace's late conference, as he taketh it, with my 
Lord of Arundel, it pleased him, I say, to be so plain with me as he letted 
not to say the whole council doth much dislike his late attempts." — Whal- 
ley to Cecil: June 26, 1550; misdated by Tytler, June 26, 1551. MS, Do- 
metUc, Edward VI. State Paper Office. 

2 " Whereas I, Stephen Gardiner, have been suspected as one too much 
fiivouring the Bishop of Rome's decrees and ordinances, and as one that 
did not allow the King's Majesty's proceedings in alteration of certain rites 
in religion, and was convented before the King's Highness's council and 
admonished thereof: and having certain things appointed for me to do and 
Dieach, have not done as I ought to do, although I promised to <do the same, 
lYhereby I have not only incurred the King's Majesty's indignation, bat 
also divers of his Highness's subjects have by my example taken encourage- 
ment, as his Grace's council is certainly informed, to repine at his M^esty'i 
most godly piXKeedings; I am right sorry, therefore, and acknowledge mv^ 
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the articles of faith ; he would not degrade himaelf 
with signing a confession of fault. He had suffered 
wrong, hut he had committed none, and he would 
rather, he said, '^ tumble himself desperately in the 
Thames " than plead guilty when he knew that he was 
innocent. Even if he " condemned himself," he could 
feel no certainty that he would not be betrayed.^ The 
privy councillors were resolute on their side. The 
bishop might make his submission in other words, if he 
preferred it ; but he should admit himself iq fault, or 
in the Tower he should remain. He begged, " for the 
passion of God," that, if he was guilty, he might be 
put on his trial, and his guilt proved. He exclaimed 
He refuses, agaiust the iniquity Oi a confinement to which 
tOTm^*^ no law had condemned him, and which no 
^^^ot justice sanctioned. Ridley told him calmly, 
"™- " that it was the hand of God. He was there 

because he had so troubled other men." 

His subscription to the articles had given the coun- 
cil an advantage over him, and they pursued it. On 
the 13th of July, besides the required admission of 
guilt, a fi*esh list was presented to him, containing 
propositions dogmatically Protestant, which he was not 



self condignly to have been punished, and do most heartily thank hitf Mi\f • 
esty that of his great clemency it hath pleased his Highness to deal with 
me, not according to rigour, but mercy; and to the intent that it may ap- 
pear to the world how little I repine at his Majesty's doings, which be in 
religion most godly, and to the commonwealth most prudent, I do affirm, 
and say freely, without any compulsion, as ensueth.** — Privy CouncU 
Records^ M8. Printed in the account of the proceedings against Gardiner 
in Foxe, Vol. VI. 

1 ** Although I did more esteem liberty of body than defamation of my* 
self, yet, quoth I, wben I had so done, yet was 1 not assured to coms out{ 
tor when I was by mine own pen made a naughty man, I might only hare 
locked myself more surely in.** — Gardiner's Statement on his Trial: Foi« 
VoUVL 
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oolj required to sign, bat to andertake to teach and 
preach.^ 

He was weary of the Tower. He had surrendered 
himself to the hope that he was to be free, and gu^uhw 
he could not part with it. He refused to v!S!dMat 
sign, and again demanded a ti*ial ; but he bMr&y^^^ 
threw himself on the king's mercy ; he would Semuuipa 
accept a pardon, he said, and in accepting it 
confess that he had offended. The council saw his 
weakness, and determined to trample on him. He 
was sent for on the 19th to the presence chamber. 
The articles were read over to him, and his signature 
demanded on the spot. He once more insisted that he 
should be tried. They said he should not be tried — 

1 1. That King Henry, for good reason, suppressed the monasteries, and 
released monks and nuns timm their vows. 
2. That all persons might lawfilly marry within the Levitical degrees. 
8. That pilgrimages and image worship were justly put away. 

4. That the counterfeiting St. Nicholas, St Clement, St. Catherine, and 
St. Edmund, by children, heretofore brought into the church, was a mock* 
wy and foolishness. 

5. That the Bible in English was good for every man to read, and who- 
ever would hinder the reading did evil and damnably. 

6. That the chantries were justly suppressed. 

7. That the mass was a fiction of the Bishop of Rome. 

8. That communion in both kinds was to be approved. 

9. That the priest should receive for the congregation was an invention 
sf man. 

10. That the elevation of the Host had been justly and wisely prohib- 
ited. 

11. That the king had done well in removing the images from churches. 

12. That the king and parliament had done well in abolishing maM 
booki, grayles, &c. 

18. That bishops and priests may lawfully marry. 

14. That the laws prohibiting their marriage had been justly repealed. 

15. That the doctrine of the homilies was good and wholesome. 

16. That the book of the consecration of bishops, priests, and ieaooai 
was godly and wholesome. 

17. That the Minores Ordinet were wisely disused. 

18. That Holy Scripture contained all things necessary to salvation. 

19. That it had been well done to set up the Parapkra$t of Erasmua ii 
Im parish churches. 
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he shonid submit unequivocally without farther woixb. 
He was allowed three months to consider his answer , 
his bishopric, meanwhile, was pronounced sequestered , 
if at the end of that time he was still obstinate, he 
should be deprived.^ 

Remanding Gardiner to the Tower, they took the 
opportunity of inflicting a special wound on his sup- 
porter the Duke of Somerset.^ Oh the 18th of Octo- 
ootober. ber, before Gardiner's answer was delivered, 
moor dies, old Lady Seymour, Somerset's mother, died ; 
and a state faneral would have been the natural and 
becoming privilege of the grandmother of the reigning 
sovereign. If she was buried privately, the duke 
might have been accused of disrespect to the crown. 
If he ordered a public solemnity on his own responsi- 
bility, it might provoke jealousy. If he appeared at 
court in mourning, it would imply that the court itself 
TbeDnke should be in mourninff. He thought it 

of Somerset ° mi 

•onsuits the prudcut, therefore, to consult the council, and 
•boutapnb- this was the result : — The Lords " weighed 
ing. with themselves that the wearing of doole and 

such outward demonstrations of mourning not only did 
not any ways profit the dead, but rather served to in- 
duce the living to have a diflSdence of the better life to 
come to the departed in God* by changing of this tran- 
sitory life ; yea, and divers other ways did move and 

1 The account of Gardiner^s treatment is taken from the Register of the 
Privy Council and from his own narrative, printed by Foxe (Vol. VI.), and 
4Y)m the story told by Foxe himself, who disguised and apologized for 
aothing, regarding the whole proceedings, in fact, as most exemplary and 
just. 

3 Doubtless there was reason to distrust Somerset*? intentions, and he 
had not forgotten his overbearing ways. Being desirous of adding to his 
property in Somersetshire the episcopal palace at Wells, in this same July 
he required the bishop (Barlow) to surrender it. Barlow hesitating to give 
away the property of the see, the duke threatened, if he would not go, ^ t# 
INuh him out headlong." — MB. Domestic, Edward YI. Vol. X. July M. 
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sanse scruple of coldness in faith onto th^ weak. 
They reflected, " besides, that many of the wiser sorti 
weighing the impertinent charges bestowed upon black 
cloth and other instruments of those funeral pomps, 
might worthily find fault with the expense thereupon 
bestowed." " Considering, therefore, how at The coundi 
this present the observation of the times of thatpnbUe 
outward mourning and wearing of the doole ezpensiTo, 
was &r shortened and omitted, even among unohiistiaii. 
mean persons, from that it was wonted to be ; consider- 
ing, further, how private men should reserve their 
private sorrows to their own houses, and not diminish 
the presence of their prince with doleful token," the 
council, or " the king," for they used his name, " did 
specially dispense with the said duke for the wearing of 
doole either upon himself or upon any of his family, or 
the continuing of other personal observances such as 
heretofore were had in solemn use, as serving rather 
to pomp than to any edifying." ^ 

So singular a theory of the duties of the living to 
the dead, if sincere, had been hastily adopted. The opinion 
and with equal haste was forgotten. On the cu was sud- 
4th of August Lord Southampton had been ed,anda8 
buried with the usual solemnities, and the forgotten. 
ftmeral sermon bad been preached by Hooper. On 
the 7th of the ensuing March, Wentworth, the Lord 
Chamberlain, was interred in Westminster Abbey, 
when " there was a great doole," says Machyn,^ and 
" a great company," and " Miles Coverdale did preach.** 

The three months allowed to Gardiner had now ex- 
pired, and, after all, for the sake of decency, a trials 
and a very tedious one, was conceded to him. A court 

1 Pnvy CovmcU BtoQffdt, MS. Edward VI. 
s litchyn's Diary, Mardi, 1551. 
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was formed at Lambeth, where Cranmer presided. 
Ridley, Sir William Petre, Sir James Hales, and two 
other bishops sate as assessors. 

The case opened on the 15th of December, and the 
Deeember. voluminous and wearv proceedings were pro- 
brought to tracted through twenty-two sessions. The 
umWth, Lords of the Council, the officers of the court, 
the clergy of Winchester, Gardiner's personal servants, 
in all more than eighty witnesses, were examined. 

The bishop was accused of having attempted to 
create a disturbance in his diocese. The charge broke 
down. He was accused of having armed his house- 
hold. It was replied that, in common with other 
gentlemen, he had put his house in a state of defence. 
And con- in conscqucnce of the disorders of the country. 
holding He was convicted of having professed con- 

opinions op- . . . . i . i 

posed to the servative opmions : he was proved to have 
tion; been suspected by Henry VIII. of a ten- 

dency towards Rome, and his name had been therefore 
omitted from the list of executors. He had been con- 
cerned farther, 'three years before Henry's death, in 
the prosecution of various members of the royal house- 
hold, when his conduct had been especially displeasing 
to the kin^: ^ and it was proved further that Henry 
believed he had held some secret communication with 
the Emperor, at the time of his last embassy, on the 
state of religion in England. 

But for these offences he could not be plausibly 



1 His past histoiy was searched with the most zealous scnitiny. "Every 
ocpression which Henry ever used in his disfavour had been treasured up, 
and was produced against him. It is quite cei'tain, therefore, that, if thera 
had been so much as a basework of truth for the Protestant legend oi hb 
attempt to destroy Catherine Parr, it would have been made the most of 
an this occasion. I look on that story, not as exaggerated reality, but m 
pure unadulterated fable. 
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punished. The prosecution, therefore, turned upon his 
lermon. He had complied inadequately with And, aw- 
the royal injunctions. He had aggravated ingftuwiio 
his offence by irreverent demeanour towards mchaMr 
his judges. He was declared, therefore, eonncu 
to hsive been guilty of a misdemeanour approw. 
against the commonwealth; and he was pronounced, 
on the 14th of February, by the president, to be de- 
posed from his bishopric.^ When his sentence was 
read, he called his judges ^^ heretics and sacramentaries.' 
The council sate the day following to deter- Hetathew- 
mine on his further punishment; and they Shta^offldT' 
decided not only that he should remain in the {fncldto 
Tower, but, whereas up to this time he had JJSJ^^in 
resided in the King's gallery with some com- "*® ^*^^" 
fort, had been allowed the use of the Tower garden, 
and his friends had been permitted to visit him — he 
was now " to be removed to a meaner lodging," he was 
to hold no communication with any person out-of-doors, 
his books were to be taken from him, and ^^ henceforth 
he should have neither pen, ink, nor paper, to work 
his detestable purposes." ^ 

Having seen that their orders were executed, the 
council transmitted an account of the proceedings to 
the ambassadors at foreign courts, as something, on 
the whole, creditable to the government of a great 
country. 

Seeing that the two great military powers of the Con- 
tment were both of them threatening England, and a 
war with either would probably scatter the whole Prot- 
estant party to the winds, the other great question 

• 1 Th« whole account of the proceedings, with the depositioiif 9t Ihr 
witneMeSi is in the sixth yolame of Foxe. 
s Priivy Counca Records^ M8. Edward YL 
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with which they were agitating themselves seems at 
such a time even more singular. 

In the last parliament a service for the consecration 
The Berrioe ^^ bishops and priests had been added to the 
Sreno'S^Sf formularies, and had given offence to the 
JJtetTgi^ ultra parties on both sides. The Anglican 
*^^®** was frightened at the omission of the oil, 
which might impede the transmission of the apostolic 
powers. The Protestant was outraged at the contin- 
ued use of " vestments," which marked the priesthood 
as a peculiar body ; " at " the oath " by God, the 
saints, and the holy gospels," which bishops were to 
swear on admission to their sees, and at a use of the 
Bible, which savoured of magical incantation.^ 

When the service was published, Hooper, the most 
itiade- prominent, but at the same time by far the 
before the bcst and most high-minded of the fanatical 
Hooper. factiou, deuouuced it in a lecture before the 
court as treason to the gospel. Cranmer complained 
of his language to the council, and Hooper was invited 
to explain himself. The archbishop spoke with unu« 
sual vehemence ; but Hooper, who tells the story, 
says " that the end was to the glory of God.'.' * His 
friends supported him, and he was dismissed unpun- 
ished* 

»iAy. After this it was no small triumph to his 

nominated party that, on the death of Wakeman, Bishop 
woacester. of Glouccster, Hoopcr was nominated by 

1 The archbishop, after consecration by the imposition of hands, iras to 
place the Bible on the neck of the new bishop. The agitation of the Prot- 
Mtants pi evented them from being able to describe accurately what wai 
.^uirod of them. Burcher, telling Bullinger of the ceremony, says: ** The 
bishop create must carry the Bible on his shoulders, put on a white veat- 
ment, and thus habited, and bearing the book, he is to turn lilmaelf lomitf 
three times/* — Burcher to Bullinger: EpisUUm Tigwritim, 

* Hooper to Bullinger: Ibid. 
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Somerset's influence, as his successor, in the teeth of tlie 
whole Episcopal bench. It was understood that in hit 
own person the prelate elect intended to resist the idol- 
atrous usages. "Hooper," wrote Christopher Hales 
to Gualter, " was appointed Bishop of Gloucester two 
days since, but under godly conditions. He HerefoiMto 
will not allow himself to be called my lord, crated, or to 

^ .11 . take the 

as we are wont to say ; he will not receive oath, 
the tonsure; he will not be made a magpie of;^ noi 
will he be consecrated or anointed." " At his nomi- 
nation," said John ab Ulmis, "a great struggle was 
made about the ceremonies and vestments of the Pbp- 
ish priests — say, rather, stage actors and fools ; but 
Hooper was victorious." ^ It must be said that Hooper 
had not himself courted elevation. He was an unself- 
ish agitator, and when the bishopric was first proposed 
to him he refused it.* But he was the representative 
of a principle, and his narrow but conscientious inflex- 
ibility fitted him to be the champion of an opinion* 
Edward, who was now fourteen, and was steadily 
taking a part in public business, was one of his chief 
admirers, and Edward, with Warwick's help^ carried 
his point so &r as the powers of the council extended* 
The aboUtion of the covgS cTSUre made the appoint 
ment a matter only of letters patent. The sdward 
oath being to the crown, the crown could ^S>*^ 
alter the form or dispense with it. When **»«®»**^»' 
Hooper pointed out the objectionable name of " the 
saints," the young king flushed up indignantly zealous. 
* What wickedness is this ? " he said. He took a 



I Nm vuUjneaeMse — to be dressed in black and wbite, and diatler bf 
ntk. — Hales to Gualter, May 24: EpisioloB Tigurina, 
S John ab Ulmis to BuUinger, May 2S: n>id. 
* Hooper to Ballinger, June 29 : Ibid. 



SOS The Vestment drnkroverstf. [Gh.zxvil 

pen and scratched out the word.^ But the conse* 
Btttfheoon- cration service could not be so easily got 
ienrice can- ovor. It had been affirmed lij act of par 
oyer. ^ liameut ; and, although the bishops could 
have been forced to consecrate by a premunire, had 
the difficulty been on their side, a premunire could not 
compel a reluctant nominee to undergo a ceremony 
which he disapproved. 

Cranmer, who had once maintained that the crown 
alone could make a bishop, had modified his views* 
The bench was unanimous that the service must be 
maintained. As doggedly Hooper declared that he 
would wear no vestments, he would have no Bible on 
his neck, he would not change his coat for the best 
bishopric in England. Warwick interceded, and the 
boy king talked of putting out the power of the su- 
premacy and dispensing. But Ridley would have no 
Theiteibnn- dispensation, and Hooper would have no sur- 
eoayuiaed. plicc, and the public world of the Reformers 
was shaken to its base. The English divines in gen- 
eral took the side of the bishops ; the foreign divines 
were expected to be on the side of the gospel ; and 
Hooper ap- Hoopcr tumcd first to Bucer, who was then 
ErSr, who lecturiug at Cambridge. To the sad discour- 
opinioDof agement of the ultra party, Bucer believed 

the state of , , • • • i 11 

Bigiand, that there were things m the world more im- 
portant than vestments. He had expressed his opinion 
freely to the council on the condition to which they 
were reducing England. About the time when the 
Hooper controversy began, he had told Calvin that 
there was no religion at all in England. The bishops, 
he said, were snarling about their doctrines, the lords 
were appropriating the Church estates and plate, and 

1 John ab UlmU to Baltinger, August 22: EpUtola TiffttHna, 
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in their hearts care4 nothing for the Reformation at 
all ; clergymen professing to be Evangelicals held four 
or five livings, and officiated in none ; repentance, 
&ith, and good works — the vital parts of religion — 
no one thought of at all ; and unless God worked a 
miracle for the sake of the innocent king, some gi*eat 
catastrophe could not be far o&} In such a disposition 
he could feel small sympathy with a fever about a 
white dress and a few gestures. To Hooper's appeal 
he replied coldly, that for himself he pre- And con- 
ferred simplicity, when simplicity could be other mat- 
had ; but while the great men in England important 

• • I ft X *i • •'^^ more 

were givmg benefices to their grooms, — pi«Ming. 
when the services in churches were left to be per- 
formed by men who could not read, and might as well 
be Africans or Hindoos as English, — while congre- 
gations employed their time in laughing and story- 
telling, other things, he thought, should be first at- 
tended to: if earnest men would set themselves to 
contend against perjury and adultery, theft, lying, and 
cheating, " the very bones and sinews of Antichrist, 

1 Res Christi hie geritur ut nisi Dominus innocentissimam et religiosissi- 
mum regem atque alios aliquot pios homines singulari respiciat clementiA, 
Talde verendum sit ne horrenda Dei ira brevi in hoc regnum exardescat. 
Inter £pi8copos hactenus de Christi doctrin& convenire non potnit, rniilto 
minns de discipline — paucissims parochisB idoneos habent pastores: plersd* 
qnevenumdatflB simt nobilibus: sunt etiam ecclesiastico ordine atque ex iis 
qnoque qui Evangelic! videri volunt qui tres aut (piatuor atque plures paro- 
chias tenent nee uni ministrant, sed sufficiunt sibi eos qui minimo se con* 
dnci patiuntur, plerumque qui nee Anglice legere possunt qnique corde pun 
Papistse sunt. Primores legni multis parochiis prsefecerunt eos qui in cteno- 
biis fuerunt a: pensione eis persolvend& se liberarent qui sunt indoctissimi 
ot ad sacrum ministeriam ineptissimi. Hinc invenias parochias in quibns 
aliquot annis nulla sit habita concio. 

Cnm de hdc tam horrend& ecclesiarum deformitate querelse defemntur a 
Binctis hominibus ad regni proceres dicunt his malis mederi esse episcopo- 
rnm. Cum deferuntur ad episcopos evangelinm pridem professes respoa- 
dMit illi se ista emendare non posse, &c. — Bucer to Calvin, Whitaontidti 
liSO: Ejn$kia Tigurinof, p. 8M. 
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where<^ he altogether consisted^V the wearing of ap» 
parel would in all likelihood admit of settlement after* 
wards.* 

Finding no comfort from Bucer, the suffering Hooper 
October. tumcd to Oxford to Peter Martyr ; to meet, 
SnS^Pe- however, with the same indifference. Peter 
^^*^« Martyr told him, like Bucer, that the thing 
^^ was of no consequence at all — that it was 
■Dswer. foolish and wrong to quarrel about it. When 
changes were being introduced of vital moment, the 
retention of outward forms was not only tolerable, but 
of high importance and utility; the imaginations of 
the people were not disturbed, their habits were not 
shocked ; they would listen the more quietly to new 
doctrines, and the form in due time would follow 
the matter.^ 



1 Bucer to Hooper: printed in Strjrpe's Memoridb* In the same tpiril 
Bacer wrote to Alasco Uie Pole, who was President of the foreign congregar- 
tion at Austin Friars. 

^ The more diligently," he said, ** I weigh and consider both what fruit 
we may gather by this controversy of vestures, and also what Satan goeth 
about thereby to work, I would have wished before the Lord that it had 
never once be^i spoken of; but rather that all men of our function had gooa 
stoutly forward, teaching true repentance, the wholesome use of all thingi, 
and the patting on the apparel of salvation. 

" I see in many, marvellous diligence in abolishing Amalek concemiag 
stocks and stones, vestures, and things without us, when in their aets and 
lives they maintain the wh<rfe Amalek stilL I know that some kelp forward 
this strife, so that in the meantime the chi^ essentials may be less regarded, 
the staying of sacrilege, and the providing decent ministers in the parishes. 

" In all outward things the churches should be left free. If white dresses 
ean be abused, they can also be used innocently. Let the white dress be 
taken to signify the purity of the Christian life. There can be no offence 
then I and officers of all kinds must wear something to distinguish them, 
that their office may be known and respected." — Bucer to AImco : Epistota 
TigmiwB. 

Bucer died a few months after; his companion, Fagius, was alff«ady gQiM| 
good men both of them, Bucer especially, who at such a tin^ eoald bt IH 
spared. 

2 Peter Martyr to Hooper: Strype's Crammer, 
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Strange it seemed to Hooper that sach men could 
not see that the evils which thej spoke of as of so 
much importance were the fruits of Antichrist, not the 
substance of him. It was the form which gave the 
soul to the matter* The surplice was, as it were, 
Satan's magic robe and enchanter's cloak of dark- 
ness — the secret of his strength and power. Hooper wiu 
Alone he must fight the battle of the Lord, SSlJp^ 
then. His pulpit rang, Sunday after Sun- ****"*• 
day, with invectives against disguised popery. He 
became so violent at last, that he was inhibited from 
preaching, and commanded to confine himself to his 
house. His tongue being silenced, he wrote a pam- 
phlet, in which he reflected upon the council ; jMaary. 
and on the 12th of January he was com- J^oiJSt^*Sd 
mitted to the custody of the Archbishop of ^X"***^ 
Canterbury, to be "either reformed or fiir- ^^•®*' 
ther punished, as the obstinacy of his case required." * 
In the intervals of Gardiner's trial, Cranmer endeav- 
cured to reason with him ; but he found him " covet- 
ing rather to prescribe order to others " than to obey ; 
and to make an end of the matter, the council sent 
him to the Fleet. 

Here, at last, he recovered his senses. The king 
excused him the oath. He himself agreed to wheroh* 
wear the Nessus garment during the few 2SSSm«? 
hours of consecration, if he might tear it off *^^ ^^' 
before it had poisoned him, and in his own diocese 
might wear it or not wear it, as he pleased. 

So closed this child's battle, leaving us at no loss to 
understand how before long England might weary of 
such men and such men's teaching. 

The dispute with the Emperor was now threatening 

1 Privy CotMcU Seeordi, MS. 
TOL. y. 20 



806 The Princess Mary^s Mass. [GB.xxTli 

to precipitate itself. The council having forbidden 
SfarThomM Marj her mass, and having prevented her 
If forbidden from escaping out of England, Chamberlain, 
English the English resident at Brussels, wrote on 

MI Vico ftt 

Braneis. the 12th of January to say that, contrary to 
the privilege of his ofiSce, he had been interdicted in 
return from using the English communion service.* 
The Flemish ambassador was sent for, and was told 
that, if Chamberlain was interfered with at Brussels, 
the council would be obliged to withdraw his own 
licence in England. He said he would report their 
,.bru„y. message ; meanwhUe in his master's name he 
OT SiSST' repeated the demand which he had presented 
oftoiSSSon '^ ^^^ ^^* year, that the Princess Mary 
finrMary. should be allowed to continue in the religion 
in which she had been educated. When the English 
court desired the Emperor's alliance against France, 
they ha(Pgiven him to understand that the licence 
which she then had should be continued. They had 
given a promise, in fact, and the promise must be frd« 
filled. 

The council replied that there had been no promise ; 
High woids there had been a conditional toleration for a 
^^^ time, but circumstances had altered, and it 
JjJ^JJpf^ was withdrawn. The ambassador answered 

JJJJ{*2?***' peremptorily that there had been a promise ; 
eonncu. j^j ^^^ jj. jjg^j heew made to the Emperor 

himself. The council said it was impossible ; no one 
among them had authority to make any such engage- 
ment ; and for the thing itself, ^' the example was too 
perilous in any commonwealth to grant a subject li« 
eence to violate a law ; " ^^ it was too dangerous for a 
Christian prince to grant a liberty that one of his sob* 

1 /Vivy CamKa JUoordi, MS, 
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jects should use a religion against the conscience of tht 
pnnce. * 

Chamberlain was ambassador in the Low Coun- 
tries. Sir Richard Morryson was attached to the court 
of Charles, and followed him wherever he moved. 
Through Morryson, therefore, the direct communica- 
tions of the council were transmitted. They on their 
side sent their account to him of what had passed* 
The Flemish ambassador sent his. Morryson reported 
that the Emperor had received both versions with the 
greatest displeasure. As to Chamberlain or himself, 
no services, Charles swore, should be used in his do- 
minions by any foreigners, ambassadors or otherwise, 
except the ancient services of Christendom, if the am- 
it his own ambassador was mteriered with m forbidden to 
England, he had orders to leave the country hiB^houmth« 
in an hour. Let the council meddle with ed^^iM^ ' 
him if they dared. "* 

The council were too obstinate to yield, too cow- 
ardly to persevere : for the moment they did nothing ; 
but they made use of the opportunity of an accidental 
change of residence, on the part of Mary, to excite 
suspicion against her, and call out a popular demonstra- 
tion of patriotism which would strengthen their hands. 
They issued a circular, expressing a fear that she was 
in correspondence with foreign powers who ^^ 
contemplated an invasion of England, and ^JSJ,*^?**** 
they called upon her to appear at the court S^tT^ 
and explain herself.^ Mary obeyed. In the 



ezpt 
oondnet. 



1 The Council to Sir Richard Monyson: MS, Oermany^ bundle 1, Stett 
Paper Office. 

s ** This her doing ** (her change of residence from Essex to Hertford- 
diire) ** we be sorry for, both for the evil opinion the King's Majesty our 
master may thereby conceive of her, and for that by the same doth appear 
■anifbstly the malicious rancour of such as provoke her thus to breed and 
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midst of a demonstration indeed, bat not sneh as the 
y^^K Lords had hoped and desired, she rode into 

LM3<mta" London surrounded by a retinue of peers, 
■*•*•• knights, and gentlemen, every one ostenta- 

tiously wearing a chain of beads. After resting two 
days at a house at St. John's, she went in the same 
state through Fleet Street and the Strand to Whitehall, 
amidst the benedictions of tens of thousands of people.^ 
To their fevered imaginations, the earth round the 
city seemed to shake. " Men in harness " were seen 
sitting in the air, who " came down to the ground and 
faded away." '^ Thrfte suns appeared, so that men 
She rides to could uot discem which was the true sun." 
^cSSrtS'to I'h® princess alighted at the palace gate. 
JJJjJ'^ She was first introduced to the king, and 
~^*J|JJJ»j afterwards she went at his side to the council 
'"'^***"- chamber. " It was then declared to her how 

stir up, as much as in her lyetb, occasions of disorder and unquiet m the 
realm, wherein we know there lacketh not both labour and means of those 
that be strangers to this realm, and would gladly have the realm so dis- 
ordered in itself, that it might be a prey to the foreign nations; whicli 
thing, as God hath hitherto defended, so we nothing doubt but that, through 
his grace conserving us by obedience to our master in concord, we shall 
always, as true and mere Englishmen, keep our country to be England, 
without putting our heads under Spaniards* or Flemmicgs* girdles, as their 
slaves and vassals. It is not unknown to us, but some near about the Lady 
Mary have very lately, in the night season, had privy conference with the 
Emperor's ambassador here being, which counsels can in no wise tend to 
the weal of the King's Majesty our master in his realm, nor to the nobility 
of the realm. Wherefore, since these be the unseemly proceedings of the 
Lady Mary, and as it should appear, set forward by strangers to make 
some disorders of the people in the realm, knowing how of late years the 
base sort of people have been evil-inclined to rebellion, we do, in the King's 
Majesty's behalf, most earnestly desire you to see to the order of your 
counties, and prevent any disturbance arising among the people. The 
effect whereof, if her councillors should procure, as it must be to her Graee 
and to all other good Englishmen therein seduced, damnable, so shall it bt 
Host hurtful to the good subjects of the countiy." — Circular of the Lefdi 
ff the Council : MS, SUUe Paper Office^ March, 1551. 
2 Machyn's Diaiy: Qrey Frianf Chronicle, 
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long Iter mass had been sufiered in hope of her recon* 
cihatioin ; '' as that hope had ceased, it was to be suf- 
fered no longer. What was said of her supposed in- 
trigues, or if anything was said, does not appear. The 
mass was the great question on which all else was 
turning. 

Mary, whose will had never yielded to man's, except 
it was her father's, replied that her soul was God's. 
She would not change her faith, nor would she ^^ dis- 
semble her opinions with contrary doings." The 
council told her that no constraint was laid upon her 
fiEuth. She must conform her practice. She was not a 
king to rule, but a subject to obey the laws. Her ex- 
ample might breed inconvenience.^ 

Consistent, however, to her plea, that laws made in 
a mmority were no laws, she would neither admit 
thdr argument, nor flinch in her own resolution. The 
interview led to no results. Mary left the presence, 
and returned to the house in Essex, from which her 
removal had been made the pretext of agitation. 

The council took no ftirther steps for the next two 
days. On the 19th the ^^ Emperor's ambas- Thesmper- 
sador " > «' came with a short message irom '^^ 
his master of war," — the liberty which he lowed to" mm 
demanded for the Princess Mary or war, -. ^rS^ 
and Cecil's expectation seemed to be on the edge of 
fulfilment. 

" The Earl of Warwick," Sir Richard Morryson 
writes, in describing: his conduct on this occa- The »»ti of 

Q 11 It 11 1 1^ Warwick 

non,^ ^^ had such a head, that he seldom flncis idm- 
went about anything but he conceived first diffleuitiw. 
three or four purposes beforehand." Warwick wai 

1 EdwarcTs JHary, > Edward's Journal, March 19, 16S1. 

« Disootmeof Sir Bichacd Monyioa: MB, Sarlman, d58. 
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meditating an alliance with France, could it be effected. 
But it might not be effected, and Edward's health was 
precarious, and he was unwilling therefore to come to 
an open breach with the Emperor, or to make an irrec- 
oncilable enemy of Mary. At the same time he had 
cast in his lot with the extreme Protestants, to whom 
Edward was more and more attaching himself. He 
must therefore keep friends with all, " that he might, 
as time should teach him, allow whether of them he 
listed, and fall in with him that might best serve his 
practices." 

On the delivery of the Emperor's message, when 
the council was looking in one another's faces, he sng* 
gested they were inadequate judges in a case of con- 
TheqneBtion scieucc, and they should consult the bishops, 
tavrferrad Cranmcr, Ridley, and Ponet were sent for. 
buhopg, u rpi^g realm, the bishops were told, was in 
great peril, and like to be utterly undone, if either the 
Emperor would take no nay or the king would give 
him no yea ; " in such extremity, was it lawful to 
yield? 

The bishops asked if war was inevitable, should the 
king persist ? Being told that there was no hope of 
escaping it, they begged for a night to consider their 
answer. The following morning they gave an opinion, 
as the result of their deliberation, that — 

*' Although to give hcence to sin was sin, yet if all 
Who con- haste possible was observed, to suffer and 
ShSCSiSr wink at it for a time might be borne." ^ 
toiTir^y ^^^ king's attendance was then requested, 
beehoeen. ^g Edward entered, the Lord Treasurer 
(Paulet, Earl of Wilts) fell on his knees, and told him 
that he and they and the realm were about to ^^ come 

^ Compare Monyson's DUoowm with Edward's Journal^ March 90, IWL 
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to naught." They must give way, pacify the Em- 
peror, and let the princess do as she desired ; the bishops 
said that it might be done. 

" Are these things so, my Lords ? " said Edward, 
turning to them. " Is it lawful by Scripture Bdward asiu 
to sanction idolatry ? " S^s^SX 

" There were good kings in Scripture, your »"**»o'**yj 
Majesty," they replied, " who allowed the hill altaiv, 
and yet were called good." 

" We follow the example of good men," the boj 
answered, " when they have done well. We do not 
follow them in evil. David was good, but David 
seduced Bathshebah and murdered Uriah. We are 
not to imitate David in such deeds as those. Is there 
no better Scripture ? " 

The bishops could think of none. wwchth*^ 

* . fiail to 

** I am sorry for the realm, then," the king produce, 
said, " and sorry for the danger that will come of it ; I 
shall hope and pray for something better, but the evil 
thing I will not allow." 

So Morryson- tells the story, to set off the noble 
nature of Edward. If Edward, however, was as un- 
reasonable, and the bishops were as absurd, as Morry- 
8(m describes, wiser arguments proved more conclusive 
in favour of moderation.* To gain time, the council 
delayed their answer to the ambassador. Neverthe- 
They determined, not, for the moment, to JS to'ttod 
put a stop to the princess's mass, but to pun- **• 
ish all who attended it except herself; and when the 
ambassador became pressing, they promised TheeouiMU 
to send a special commissioner to the Em- fmperor 
peror, who, it was hoped, would satisfy him. 



Forced into prudence at last by the peril of the situa- 

1 Edward^s Jotumal^ March 21. 
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tion to which tiiej had brought themselves, they sent 
And attempt Sit William Pickering at the same time in 
StoSSSth liaste to the court of France, to ascertain if, 
'**°^- on the terms which Henry had hinted to 
Mason, they could strengthen themselves with some 
kind of alliance. 

If England, however, was still saved from the con- 
sequences of the incapacity of its rulers, it again owed 
its preservation to fortune. The events of Europe had 
turned the scale at Paris against the schemes of the 
Guises, and the recovery of Calais was postponed for a 
The state of fcw morc ycars. Octavio Farnese, with his 
eng to bring duchy of Parma, had been driven backwards 



on was 



betiraen and forwards in the eddies of Italian politics, 
the Empire. He had been Imperialist when Paul III. kept 
him from his possessions ; he had been reinstated by 
Julius ; but Julius, now on good terms with the Em- 
peror, had attempted again to eject him ; and, to save 
himself, he had thrown himself upon France. Gon- • 
zaga still held Piacenza. A French garrison was in 
Parma. The Pope, to settle the diiferences between 
the great Powers, proposed that the duchy should be 
reannexed to the States of the Church. To this, how- 
ever, Octavio refrised to agree. The French said they 
would evacuate Parma if Gonzaga would evacuate 
Piacenza; but neither would begin, and each consid- 
ered the presence of the other a ground for war. The 
dispute would have come to nothing had there been 
no other provocation ; but the promised return of Ae 
council to Trent, with the attempts of Charles to con- 
vert the Empire into a despotic sovereignty which he 
could transmit to his son, roused in Henry of Francfi 
the spirit of his father ; and the unexpected resistance 
of the Free Towns held out a prospect of reviving his 
fiither's policy, in supporting the Germans. 
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Magdeburg would not fall ; the siege had been 
formed in November, 1550. In January the ^p^j, 
Magdeburgers made a sortie happier than JJSfnues'to 
their first, cutting to pieces the Mecklenburg d«fy^*^i«« 
troops and taking the duke prisoner. Maurice of Saxe, 
instead of reducing the city, was complaining to Charles 
of the continual captivity of the Landgrave of Hesse, 
and attempting some kind of compromise. But the 
Magdeburgers would hear of no compromise. They 
would have their freedom — either that or death. 
Their sacrilegious hands had melted their church bells 
into cannon, and torn up tombstones for fortifications ; 
yet the cannon did their work, and the fortifications 
were none the weaker for the material of which they 
were made. The Elbe was open, and provi- Thepros- 
sions were introduced in abundance. Ham- oS^an'*** 
burg and Bremen declared on their side, and ^^^^^^ 
the Lutherans in Maurice's army refused to '®^^®' 
serve against the champions of freedom. The siege 
made no progress ; and if one city could resist success- 
fully, all Protestant Germany would recover heart at 
the example. The old combination of Francis I. there- 
fore threatened to revive. Henry sent money to 
Magdeburg.^ He renewed his alliance with the Turks. 
The council of Trent was to meet in May; but a sep- 
arate Gallican synod was again talked of, AGaiiican 
and letters were actually issued for the assem- JJ^*^ ^f 
bly of the French bishops. Henry protested, JSpp^o^ts** 
indeed, that he would merely consult his prel- Magdeburg 
ates on the repression of heresy ; ^ but his . excuses 
were but half believed ; it was much doubted whether 
France would be represented at Trent ; and the French 

^ Mason to the Council, April 18: MS, France^ State Paper Office. 
* Pallavicino. 
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ambassadors at Rome were instructed to tell the Pope 
that the attendance of the Gallican bishops might de« 
pend on the admission of the Lutherans.^ 

It was at this conjuncture that the EngUsh difEculty 
came to a point with the Emperor. Warwick had 
been already corresponding privately with the French 
Court, and the result of Sir William Pickering's mis- 
sion was the immediate arrival in London of an agent 
of Henry.^ The terms of alliance could not be settled 
Prance is ^^ ^^ spot, but au Understanding was arrived 
irimng to ^^ sufficiently clear for present purposes ; and 
BngUsL'' *^' on the 10th of April the council were in a 
overtures. position to take up the gauntlet which Charles 
had flung before them. Doctor Wotton was despatched 
to Brussels with instructions to say that " the form of 
Doctor Wot- pj^^y^r, or usage of the communion, was a 
thean^Tr thing established by law by consent of parlia- 
rii to%hr°" ment, by w^hich the whole estate of the realm 
Emperor. ^^j ^^ kiug's pcrsou wcrc Hilcd, being such 
an universal and high court as there was none in all 
English policy to be compared to it, and therefore su- 
preme over all persons in the realm : " that the Lady 
Mary was a subject of the realm, and must submit, like 
others, to the law. As to the ambassadors, if Sir 
Thomas Chamberlain was allowed to use the English 
communion in Flanders, the Flemish ambassador 
might use the mass in England, and if not, not. 
Friendship could not exist without equality, and the 
reciprocity which England demanded was no more 
than was conceded to Turks in Christendom and to 
Christians in Turkey.^ Immediately after. Doctor 

1 Morryson to the Council, April 2 : MS. Germany^ State Paper OfficA. 

3 Council to Morryson, April 6 : MS. Germany^ Edward VI. State Papei 
OfTice. 

« Instructions to Doctor Wotton: Ibid. Ccmparc Edward's Jowmot 
April, 1551. 
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Mallet, one of Mary's chaplains, was arrested and sent 
to the Tower. Pickering was appointed resident am- 
bassador at Paris, and the Garter was sent to Henry. 

Irritated and baffled, Charles turned his first indig- 
nation upon the Pope, who, he aiFected to believe, had 
been dealing underhand with the French.^ But the 
suspicion, if sincere, was without ground. The Pope 
was innocent of fault, unless incapacity was a fault. 
He summoned Octavio to appear in Rome The Pope 
within thirty days, and answer for his dis- St^'taJdo 
obedience ; if he failed to present himself, he, ^"'°«**' 
his adherents, and abettors were declared excommu- 
nicate. 

" How shall your king do now ? " said Morryson to 
the French ambassador at Augsburg. " The ^^^j^ ,>y y^. 
Bishop of Rome hath excommunicated all ^iJ^Sch 
such as give aid to Octavio. Doth he not ^*°^* 
excommunicate your master, his council, his soldiers, 
yea, and his horses too ? " 

" Ma foye," said the ambassador, " his words are 
very large, and perhaps he may stir hornets so long, 
that the sting will stick, when he shall not be able to 
pull it out." 2 

And Maurice once more attacked Magdeburg and 
failed, " and waxed annoyed with his evil luck," and 
began also to correspond with France ; and the Ger- 

1 ** The Emperor snuffeth at the alteration of Parma, but he turneth all 
his outward displeasure towards the Pope, who he will not believe but hath 
leen a worker therein, and in his cholcr he said lately — Si je me demas- 
que je le montreray que je ne suys personage a qui il se doibt jouir." — 
Mason to the Council : Tytler, Vol. I. p. 356. 

2 " I do know," Morryson adds, " the ambassador understandeth the 
chief points of religion well, and would, I think, be glad it were lawful in 
France for bishops to be honest men. Certain I am, he is not a little net- 
tled that the Bishop should extend his excommunication so far." — Mcr* 
ryson to the Council, May 5: MS. Germany^ Bdward YI. Ibid. 
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man Diet refused to nominate Philip as the heir of the 
Empire, and Gonzaga laid siege to Parma, and the 
Italian war began again. 

Sadly and sullenly Charles rode through Augsbui'g 
TheEmper- ^^ ^^ aftemoou of the 25th of May. He 
l^^to passed John Frederick, who, on the wayside 
•^"** with his guard, " made low obeisance." 

** The Emperor cast up his eye, and put his hand 
towards his cap," and went on silent, moody, and 
Btem.^ 
1 Honyson to the Council, Blay i6t M8» Qnm/om^ Edward YL IM^ 
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CHAPTER XXVm. 

THE EXECUTION OF THE DUKE OF SOMERSTT. 

Fbance and England having completed their pri- 
vate understanding, special embassies on both j^^y 
sides paraded the friendship before the world. eSbawiea 
The Marshal St. Andr^ came to London in ^^^^ 
splendour, with a retinue of lords ; North- ^n^^Lnd 
ampton, Gardiner,^ Sir Philip Hoby, and ^°8^*^* 
others, carried powers to Paris to arrange a marriage 
between Edward and the Princess Elizabeth. Though 
France had quarrelled with the Pope, though Henry- 
was disclaiming an allegiance to the Council of Trent, 
it was remarked that the English ambassadors were 
received with processions, masses, and litanies in ap- 
proved Catholic form. In England, such decorations 
of altars and churches as had escaped the mint or the 
hands of the grandees, were employed to decorate the 
royal tables on the reception of St. Andr^.^ The 
French faction in Italy interpreted the alliance to 
promise a return of England to the faith. The credu- 
lous among the English laboured to revive the old hope 
that France might unite with them in schism.^ At 

^ Bishop of Ely, afterwards Chancellor. 

2 " It was appointed that I should receive the Frenchmen that come 
hither at Westminster, when was made preparations for the purpose, and 
for garnish, of new vessels taken out of Church stuff, mitres, golden missals, 
primers, crosses, and reliques." — Edward's Journal^ June 2, 1551. 

^ " There is much talk in Italy of this marriage between our master and 
France. They that would the French to seem big say the league is offen* 
rive and defensive. They also add, that one of the covenants is that w« 
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both courts there was, as it were, an ostentatious dec— 
But in reiig- laratiou that, in matters of religion, the two 

Ion there , ' , ^ . 

wiu be no couutries had no intention of approximatine ; 
tion. on neither side would the creed be sacrificed 

to the exigencies of policy. 

Courtesy and mutual good offices might compensate, 
however, for differences of opinion, and the English 
had an opportunity for a display of integrity which 
passed for magnanimous. The death of Mary Stuart 
would have broken the chain by which the French 
A Scot pro- l^^ld her subjects linked to them. A Scot 
SSiSn^ary scut in au offcr to take her off by poison.^ 
Stuart. g^i. ^Q council rcsistcd the temptation amidst, 
the applause of their friends ; and the intended assas- 
sin was delivered in custody over the Calais frontier.^ 

St. Andre's was a visit of ceremony ; he brought 



must return to the true faith of Holy Church, as they call it; that is, as 
know it — to the blind Romish synagogue. Would God the French king 
were as like to become a right Protestant as our master is unlike to become 
a blundering Poplstant." — Morryson to the Council: MS. GermanyyEd- 
ward VI. bundle 15, State Paper Office. 

1 " One Stewart, a Scotchman, meaning to poison the young Queen of 
Scotland, thinking thereby to get favour here, was, after he had been 
awhile in the Tower, delivered over the frontiers at Calais to the French, to 
have him punished according to his deserts." — Edward's Joui'nal^ May 9. 

2 " Men talk in this court that one made offer to your Lordships to poison 
the young Scottish queen, and that you forthwith sent to the French king 
word thereof; whereupon the man is committed to prison, and the young 
lady out of danger. Your honours are much increased by this your noble 
fact. Your integrities so much the more commended, that they see many 
%re glad largely to hire whom they may by any means corrupt, and find few 
complaints made against such as in this point offer service. It is to youi 
Lordships' eternal praise that ye, by this your honourable example, do 
teach the King's Majesty, in these his young years, to abhor foul practices 
— a lesson better and more worthier than is the violent catching of the 
fairest kingdom that the sun sheweth light unto. In spite of spite here, 
even those are forced to like, to allow, yea, to wonder at things rightly 
done, that by no entreaty can mean to follow them." — Morryson to the 
Council from the Emperor's Court: MS. Germany ^ Edward VI. bundle 15 
State Paper Office. I kno^r no keener saHre on the public morals of tht 
4ge than this passage. 
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with him the order of St. Michael for the young king. 
The business of the connexion was transacted on the 
Continent. 

The diiFerences with Scotland had been adjusted on 
the 10th of June in a treaty in which the A^m^ting 
engagements of 1543 for the marriage of arJLtgeth« 
Edward and Mary were passed over in si- J^™ ^nch 
lence. The French and English commission- ™"^'*«®- 
ers meeting to arrange a new connexion, found it ne- 
cessary to peruse and consider those engagements. 
The Scottish promises were produced, and Northamp- 
ton first demanded that the contract should be ful- 
filled. 

" To be fi"ank and plain with you," Montmorency 
replied, " seeing you require us so to be, the matter 
hath cost us both much riches and much blood ; and 
so much doth the honour of France hang thereupon, 
as we cannot talk with you therein, the marriage is 
already concluded between her and the Dauphin, and 
therefore we would be glad to hear no more thereof." ^ 
The answer was of course anticipated, and was perhaps 
preconcerted. The King of France said that, al- 
though he had been at war with England, " he never 
enterprised anything with worse will, nor more against 
his stomach." " He thanked God it was at an end, he 
trusted, for ever." ^ The English waived their claims 
on Mary, and made their proposals in exchange for the 
hand of a princess of France. Acquiescence in general 
terms was promptly conceded ; but when the details of 
the arrangement came under consideration, it appeared 
that the French still intended to profit by the weakness 
and the necessities of Edward's government. North 

1 Northampton to the Council : Tftler, Vol. I. p. 385, &c 
t Ibid. 
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ampton suggested that they should give with the pnn- 
Thei^nch cess, as a moderate dowry, 1,500,000 crowns. 
bargain, He lowered his terms on being refused, amidst 
that there shouts of kuffhter, to 1,400,000 crowns ; then 

Wfts no d&n* ^^ 

ger of their to a milHou, then to 800,000, and at last 

terms bsiDfr 

refused/ to 200,000 ; which only, " after great rea- 
sonings and showings of precedents," the French com- 
missioners consented to allow. These terms, or any 
Doctor Wot- terms, England was obliged to accept. Dr. 
the court Wottou was gouc ou his errand of defiance to 
Emperor. Charles. The liberty demanded for Mary 
Tudor had not only been refused, and her chaplains 
imprisoned, but she had been informed that, if she 
continued obstinate, she might not herself be exempt 
from punishment.^ Lord Warwick and his friends had 
cast in their fortune with extreme measures, and were 
in no condition to drive a bargain hard. 

The Emperor, however, on his side, was unable 
immediately to fulfil his threat of declaring war; he 
was compelled to content himself with repeating it. 
Dr. Wotton's report of his interview has been injured, 
and is in parts illegible.^ Where the letter begins to 
be intelligible the conversation was turning upon the 
Protestant refugees in England. 

" Here," says Wotton, " the Emperor, by signs and 
twSh^' nods, willed those of his chamber to go from 
th?^con<u- thence and leave him alone with me." He 
England ^^^ Said that he had a great love for the 

1 Edward's Journal^ June 24. 

2 The surviving portions of this despatch contain so much which if 
characteristic of Charles, that the loss of the rest is especially to be regretted. 
The more so indeed because the destruction of the MS. is not due to legit- 
kmate decay, but to the use of ox-gall by some careless antiquary, whO| 
to facilitate his own researches, wetted the ink with a material which im* 
parts a momentary clearness, at the expense o^ laaking the wiiting illegi" 
ble afterwards for evermore. 
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king, and had every good will to his country; 
" but tlie English were all now," he said, " so far out 
of the way," that he did not know what to do about 
them ; " they did infect his own realm." Wotton 
begged him to think better of the English ; they were 
a people who feared God, and desired only to know 
how God delighted most to be served. " You have 
well travailed," Charles answered scornfully ; " you say 
you have chosen a good way ; the world takes it for a 
naughty way ; and ought it not to suffice you that ye 
spill your own souls, but ye have a mind to force others 
to lose theirs too. My cousin the princess is evil 
handled among you, her servants plucked from jje com- 
ber ; and slie still cried upon to leave mass, [Ji^Jmeit^f 
to forsake her religion in which her mother, *^" cousin, 
her grandmother, and all our family have lived and 
died." 

" Sacred Majesty," Wotton answered, " at my com- 
ing out of England she was honourably entertained in 
her own house, and had such about her as she liked : 
and I think she is so still. I do not hear to the con- 
trary." 

" Yes, by St. Mary," said Charles, " there is to tne 
contrary, and therefore say you hardly to them, I will 
not suffer her to be evil handled by them — I will not 
suffer it. Is it hot enough that my aunt, her mother, 
was evil entreated by the king that dead is, but my 
cousin must be worse ordered by councillors now. I 
had rather she died a thousand deaths than that she 
should forsake her faith. The king is too young to 
skill of such matters." 

When Wotton urged that Mary was a subject, and 
must submit to the law, Charles gave the usual answer 
that a law made in a minority was no law at all. The 

VOL. v. 21 
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Church had been ruined, the bishoprics plundered, the 
And will not religion of Christ set aside or altered by the 
pretence Violent Will of a fcw mcu who had no au- 
siibjecfc, she thorfty to meddle with such things. Wotton 
Che law. said the changes had been discussed in parlia- 
ment: the Emperor rephed that parliament was no 
place for the discussion of any such questions. 

Seeing his humour, Wotton passed unwillingly to 
the second part of his instructions, and required the 
licence for Sir Thomas Chamberlain to use the commu- 
ne wui not nion service at Brussels. The Emperor said 
English am- distinctly and at once, that he would have no 
use the com- scrvicc uscd in his dominions which was not 
service, allowcd by the Church ; and if his own am- 
bassador was refused the mass, he should be recalled ; 
" the cases were not like ; the English service was new 
and naught ; " " the mass was old and approved." > 

" Again," wrote Wotton, " he went to the Lady Mary, 
And protests willing me to require your Lordships that she 
Introduction might have her masses still ; if not, he would 

of changes 'j /» t_ j j •/» i • i 

of so great provide tor her remedy : and if his ambas- 

magnitude , . • i i i i i i • 

In the sador was restrained, he had already given 

nority ; him ordcrs that if the restraint came to-day, 
he should to-morrow depart, and ours as well." " He 
fell to earnest talk; " he spoke again of the danger of 
introducing changes in Edward's infancy, "who, when 
he came to his years, would take sharp account of it, 
and make them know what it was to bring up a king in 
heresy." Wotton answered that, " the Lords of the 
Council did well understand with what fear and danger 
they made the alteration ; and the greater the peril, 
the more were they to be praised that would rather 
venture land, life, and all than not do that that God 
required at their hands." ^ 

1 Wotton to the Council: M8, Germany^ bundle 15, State Paper C^tee• 
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The interview ended stormily. Whether war would 
follow, the ambassador said he could hot tell, e^*^. 
He was certain only that the Emperor meant to'ro^to^w? 
him to believe that there would be war ; and JJ^^^ ^^^' 
he recommended the council not to press matters to ex- 
tremity about the princess for a month or two ; " in that 
space it should appear whether the Emperor should 
need English amity, or whether England should have 
cause to be afraid of his displeasure." The council took 
his advice, and meantime the French alliance was 
consolidated. The European difficulties of the Em- 
peror thickened. The countiy, after drifting close 
upon a reef, escaped shipwreck, more by a change of 
wind than the skill of its pilots. The dominant factions 
were again at leisure to follow their career of mis- 
government. 

In contemplating the false steps of statesmen, it is 
difficult at all times to measure their personal respon- 
sibility, to determine how much of their errors has been 
due to party spirit, how much to pardonable mistake ; 
how much, again, seems to have been faulty, because 
we see but effects, which we ascribe absolutely to the 
conduct of particular men, when such effects were the 
result, in fact, of influences spreading throughout the 
whole circle of society. The men who governed Eng- 
land in the minority of Edward VI., however, suc- 
ceeded, at any rate, in making themselves individually 
execrated, and in bringing discredit upon the cause of 
which they were the professed defenders. All over 
the country discontent, social, political, and religious, 
was steadily on the increase. In the Privy Council 
Records are to be found entries perpetually recurring 
of persons conspiring here, or conspiring there, August. 
and being put to death occasionally on the goTenrnwrt 
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orsn^aad spot by martial law.* The prisons were fuL 
iymptonwi to Overflowing with Catholic recusants, who 
vaeat. would not roKnquish the mass, or with persons 

guilty of " lewd talk," or " seditious words ; " this or 
that prisoner, as his place was required for another, 
being taken out to have his ears slit, or to be set upon 
the pillory.^ The greatest of the offences of the gov- 
ernment, the issue of base money, was drawing to an 
end ; it was ending as hm*ricanes end, the worst gust 
being the last. 

In the teeth of statutes, in defiance of proclamations. 
Prices con- priccs rosc to the Icvcl of the metalKc value 
rifle, of the current coin, and, at last, rose beyond 

it. The exchanges ceased to be intelKgible. In the 
absence of accessible tests, and with coin circulating 
of all degrees of purity and impurity,. the common proo- 
esses of buying and selling could no longer be carried 
on, and the council were compelled at last to yield be- 
fore the general outcry. 

From the enormous quantity of base silver which 
Theoouncn was uow in circulation, the honest redemp- 
Su do^ ^^^^ of i* appeared, and at the time, perhaps, 
^*toite really was, impossible. It remained, there- 
^^"®' fore, to throw the burden upon the country, 

to accept the advice of the city merchants, and call it 
down to its actual value. By this desperate remedy 
every holder of a silver coin lost upon it the difference 
between its cost when it passed into his hands, and its 
worth as a commodity in the market. Taking an 
average of the whole coin in circulation, the propor- 
tion of alloy was fifty per cent., and in the end, the 

1 " August 31. The Duke of Somerset, taking certain that began a new 
conspiracy for the destruction of the gentlemen at Okingham, twt> daji 
^•st executed them with death for their offence." — Edward's JoumaL 

3 Especially, it would seem, in the months of April, May, and JuM. 
1651, when n crisis was so near. — Priffy Council JReoordSf M8» 
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filver correncj would have to descend to half its nom« 
inal value. But the entire descent, though movitable, 
was not to be accomplished at once. To relieve the 
shock (so the government pretended), the May. 
first fall was made a partial one. A resolu- determine to 
tion was taken in council on the 30th of fou, and th« 
April that the shilling in future should pass oaiied down 
for ninepence, and the groat for threepence, pence. 
But anxiety for the convenience of the public was not 
the only cause of the delay in the completion of the 
operation. The treasury was as usual exhausted. The 
economy which had been attempted in the household 
had been more than defeated by the cost of the gen- 
darmerie, as the force was called, which the council 
had been obliged to raise for their protection. The 
wages, food, and clothing of nine hundred men were 
added to the ordinary expenditure, and the revenue, 
which had been unequal to the usual demands upon 
it, was now hopelessly deficient. " Purveying," by 
which the court was accustomed to supply its neces- 
sities, by taking what it required from the farmers at 
statute prices, had been forbidden by act of parlia- 
ment.^ The prohibition had not been ob- Theciown 
served, for the court, it was said, must live, SSwTOt 
and the king had no money. The royal «f°^«°«y; 
purveyors continued to take at their pleasure, pajdng 
exactly half the market prices for everything.'-^ But 

1 2 and 3 Edward VI. 

* '* To show what hurt cometh by provisions to the poor man it shall not 
need; experience doth make it too plain. But, for example, the purvejon 
alloweth for a lamb worth two shillings but twelve pence ; for a capon 
worth twelve pence, sixpence ; and so after that rate : so that, after that 
rate, there is not the poorest man that hath anything to sell but he loseth 
half in the price, besides tarrying for his money ; which sometimes he hath, 
after long suit to the officers, and great costs suing for it ; and many tjmei 
he niver hath it." — Causes of the dearth in England: Tytler, Vol I. p. 
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rapacity of this kind could supply but very poorly the 
hungry deficiency which was perpetually growing. In 
April a fresh issue of base money had been contem- 
plated,^ but was for the moment postponed. The 
Fuggers w^ere the resource instead ; and being increas- 
ingly bad debtors, the government were made to pay 
for fresh accommodation by buying a hundred thou- 
sand crowns' worth of rubies and diamonds.^ It was 
with no good humour, therefore, that they found them- 
And one sclvcs Compelled to keep their hands for the 
m?^t*st?i?^ future from the mint ; and they determined 
fe)m'tor'**^ ^ ^ip o^ce more, and to dip deeply into the 
"*"''• closing fountain. The fall of the coin, as I 

have said, was resolved upon on the 6th of May. 
The intention was made known to the public, and it 
was to take effect in the following July. The second 
fall could be at no great distance ; it is impossible, 
therefore, that the council could have been any longer 
under a delusion on the nature of the course which 
they had pursued. With the consequence of it imme- 
A hundred diatcly bcforc their eyes, they issued, on the 
thouMind^ 30th of May, 80,000/. worth of silver, in a 
worSiofbad coiu of which two-thirds was alloy; on the 

silver is 

issued. 18th of June they issued a further 40,000/. 
worth in a coin of which three-quarters was alloy. 
Possibly, or rather probably, it was put out subject to 
the partial depreciation of the first fall ; but every 
creditor of the court, artisan, or labourer, servant, 
tradesman, farmer, or soldier was forced to receive 

1 Fcr the amendment of the currency, so Edward was led to believe. 
" It was appointed," he writes, " to make 20,000 pound weight for nec(«8iQr 
somewhat baser, to get gain sixteen thousand clear, by which the deot of 
the realm might be paid, the country defended from any sudden attomp^ 
snd the coin amended." — Edward's Journal^ April 10. 

* Ibid. April 25. 
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that money at a fictitious value, although the council 
knew that a fiirther depreciation was immediately and 
necessarily imminent.^ 

This was the last grasp at the departing prey, and 
perhaps it transpired to the world : for so profound 
and so wide was the public distrust, that when the 
first fall took efiect on the 9th of July, prices every- 
where rather rose than declined, even allowing for the 
difference of denomination. In vain the council ad- 
monished the Lord Mayor, and required the Lord 
Mayor to admonish the wardens of the trading com- 
panies.^ Confidence was steadily refused to the cur- 
rency as long as the worth of the coined shilling was 
artificially greater than the worth of the bullion of 
which it was made. The falling process having once 
begun, had to be completed with as little delay as pos- 
sible, and on the 17th of August the shilling; August. 

J J , 1 i.- i. C The shilUng 

was ordered by proclamation to pass tor no iscaued 

1 The numerous entries in Edward's Journal on this dry subject are 
curious. The king appears to have been keeping his eyes upon the council, 
and seeking information on the subject without their knowledge. William 
Thomas, Clerk of the Council, whose name has been more than once 
mentioned, was one of his secret advisers ; and, I sometimes think, may 
have assisted hiin in the composition of his .Journal. " Upon Friday last,'* 
Thomas writes, in an undated letter to "the king, " Mr. Throgmorton de- 
clared your Majesty's pleasure unto me, and delivered me withal the notes 
of certain discourses, which, according to your Highness's commandment, 
I shall most gladly apply, to send you one every week, if it be possible for 
me in so little time to compass it — as indeed it were more than easy, if 
the daily service of mine office required not the great travail and diligence 
that it doth. And because he told me your Majesty would first hear mine 
opinion touching the reformation of the coin, albeit that I think myself 
both unmeet and unable to give any judgment in so great and weighty a 
matter without the advice of others; yet, since it is your Highness's pleas- 
ure to have it secret, which I do much commend, I therefore am the boldei 
to enterprise the declaration of my fantasy, trusting that, upon this ground, 
better devices and better effects may ensue than my head alone can con- 
trive.'' — Thomas to Edward VI.: Cotton. M88. VetpasiaUy D. 18. Printed 
.n Strype's Memoriah, Vol. IV. p. 389 

* Privy CouncU Record*^ MS. 
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down to six- more than sixpence, the groat for no more 

pence, and x ' cs ^ ^ 

other suver than twopcncc,^ and all other silver coins 

ednB in pro- , • m • /» i -i ' 

portion. m proportion. To pacify the people, to 
prevent curious inquiries, and also perhaps to soften 
the blow to the holders of the money, the govern- 

1 The second proclamation was drawn on the 1st of August, but was not 
put oat till the 17th. The following is the text of it. In such a matter 
the government mast be heard for themselves: — 

*' Whereas the King's Majesty, minding to reduce the coin of this his 
Highnesses realm to a more fineness, hath of late, for sundry weighty con- 
siderations, partly mentioned in our proclamation of the last of April las. 
past [It was drawn on the last of April, and issued on the 6th of May], 
ordained and established that the piece of silver called the teston, or shil- 
ling, should be current for nine pence, and no more; and the piece of sil- 
vered coin called the groat should likewise he current for three pence, and 
no more; minding, both at the time of the said proclamation and sitheus 
also, to have reduced the coin of this realm to a fineness by such degrees 
as should have been less burdenous to his Majesty, and most for the ease 
of his Highness's loving subjects: forasmuch as sithens which time his 
Majesty is sundry ways informed that the excessive prices of all victuals 
and all other things, which of reason should have grown less as the coin 
is amended, is rather, by the malice and insatiable greediness of sundry 
men, especially such as make their gain by buying and selling, increased 
and waxen more excessive, to the great hindrance of the commonwealth 
and intolerable burden of his Majestj'^'s loving subjects, especially of those 
of the poorer sort: for the remedy whereof, nothing is thought more avail- 
able than the speedy reduction of the said coin more nigher his just fine- 
ness. His Majesty, therefore, by the advice of the Lords and others of 
his Highnesses Privy Council, more esteeming the honour and estimation 
of the realm, and the wealth and commodity of his Highnesses most loving 
subjects, than the great profit which, by the baseness of the coin, did and 
should continually have grown to his Majesty, hath, and by the advice 
aforesaid doth, ordain that, from the 17th day of this present month of 
August, the piece of coin called the teston, or shilling, shall be current 
within the realm of England and the town and Marches of Calais only for 
six pence sterling, and not above ; and the groat for two pence sterling, 
and not above ; the piece of two pence for a penny, the piece of a penny 
for a halfpenny, and the piece of a halfpenny for a farthing; and there- 
fore straightly chargeth and commandeth every person, of what estate, 
degree, or condition he or they may be, to pay and receive, after the said 
ilay of the present month, the said coins for no higher nor no- lower value 
or price within this realm, upon pain of forfeiture to his Majesty of all 
■ach mono}' as shall be paid or received at other values than by this proe 
Umation is put forth, and also upon pain of fine and imprisonment daring 
his Majesty*8 pleasure." — MS. Domestic^ Edward VI. Vol. XIII. State 
Ptoper Ofiice. 
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ment declared their intention of enforcing the Farm 
Statutes, and of prohibiting the exportation of coin. 
A scale of prices was again issued for ar- Afreshtarin 
tides of food, with a hope that it would iBuued.and 
now be maintained ; and if the cost of Hving are to'iS* 
was "not to be so good cheap as when Xap. 
the coin was at its perfectest," it should be " within 
a fifth part of it." ^ 

It was now possible to restore a pure siher cur- 
rency — possible and also necessary ; for although the 
depreciation was calculated fairly on the average value 
of the coin, the good and the bad were affected equally 
by the proclamation ; and unless the whole existing 
circulation was called in and recoined, to call it down 
was merely to offer a premium on the debasement of 
all the pure shillings and groats which remained in the 
realm. The council saw half the truth, but Good money 
unhappily only half. They undertook to set ed, but the 

'^^ '^ ^ . . ., bad is not 

the presses at work commg silver at a pure called in 
standard ; an honest shilling was to be given at the 
mints for every two testons, and the alloy, it was 
thought, would pay the cost of the stamping.^ But 
from ignorance, carelessness, or some less worthy mo- 
tive, men were left to their own discretion either to 
bring in their money or leave it circulating at its new 
rate ; and those who held the old coin found more ad- 
vantage in exporting it as bullion, or in melting it 
down to the level of the lowest recent issues, in which 
a third or a fourth part only was pure silver. Thus the 
people lost their money, and prices, nevertheless, would 
not subside. The council abstained from further pecu- 
lation. That was the extent of the amendment. 
To increase the misery of the summer, there reap- 

1 Edward's J(mmal. a Ibid, 



t^"»^^ 
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peared« in July, the strange and peculiar plague of 
The sweating the English nation. The sweating sickness, 
p«u»*iS*^ the most mortal of all forms of pestilence 
• which have ever appeared in this country, 
selected its victims exclusively from among the natives 
of Great Britain. If it broke out in a foreign town, 
it picked out the English residents with undeviating 
accuracy. The sufferers were in general men between 
thirty and forty, and the stoutest and the healthiest 
most readily caught the infection. The symptoms 
were a sudden perspiration, accompanied with faint- 
ness and drowsiness. Those who were taken with 
fall stomachs died immediately. Those who caught 
cold shivered into dissolution in a few hours. Those 
who yielded to the intense temptation to sleep, though 
but for a quarter of an hour, woke only to die ; and 
so rapid was the operation of the disorder that, of 
seven householders who one night supped together in 
the city of London, six before morning were corpses. 
*' The only remedy was to be kept close with moder- 
ate air, and to drink posset ale or such like for thirty 
hours, and then the danger was past." ^ "It was a 
terrible time," says Stow. " Men lost their friends by 
the sweat, and their money by the proclamation." In 
London alone eight hundred men died in one week in 
July. 

Visitations of pestilence in Christian countries have 
ever operated as a call to repentance. The effect upon 
the English was heightened by the singularity which 
Th« council confined the attack to themselves. The coun- 

intite the m* ii n nji 'x* 

nation to cil, lu an address oi profound solemnity, in- 
■ins; vited the nation to acknowledge humbly the 

merited chastisements of Heaven : it was not the first 

^ Holinshed. 
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time, as it will not be the last, that men have been 
keen-eyed to detect in others their own faults, and to 
call upon the world to repent of them. 

The bishops were charged to invite all men to be 
more diligent in prayer, and less anxious for their per • 
sonal interests ; especially to refrain their greedy appe • 
tites from that insatiable serpent of covet- jispeciaiiy oi 

, . , * . the great 

ousness, wherewith most men were so m- crime of 

COTOtO OB" 

fected that it seemed the one would devour ness. 
another, without charity, or any godly respect "to 
the poor, to their neighbours, or to the commonweal : " 
this it was, the council said, " for which God had not 
only now poured out this plague on them, but had also 
prepared another plague that after this life should plague 
them everlastingly : " the bishops must " use persua- 
sions that might engender a terror to redeem men 
from their corrupt and naughty lives ; " but the clergy 
were chiefly to blame ; " the members of a dull head 
could not do well ; " " the flocks wandered because 
the ministers were dull and feeble." ^ 

The people, says Holinshed, for a time were affected 
and agitated. "They began to repent, to a brief 

. •^ o 1 ' penitence ifl 

give alms, and to remember God ; but as soon foi- 

^^ lowed bv 

the disease ceased, so devotion in a short relapse. 
time decayed." The council perhaps confined their 
own penitence to the exhortation of others, seeing that 
at the time when the disease was at its worst, they 
were engaged upon their last great fraud with the 
currency. Lulled by the panegyrics of the Protes- 

1 Tytler, Vol. I. p. 404. Lord Warwick affected to Cecil a keen regret 
br the shortcomings of the clergy, which he attributed to their marriages. 
* These men," he said, " that the King's Majesty hath of late preferred, be 
»o sotted of their wives and children, that they forget both their pool 
leighbours and all other things which to their calling appertaineth.'* - 
Ibid. Vol. II. 
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tants, who saw in them all that was most excellent, 
most noble, most devout, the Lords, or rather the trfc 
umvirate of Warwick, Northampton, and Sir William 
Herbert, who now governed England, were contented 
to earn their praises by fine words, by persecuting 
and depriving bishops inclined to be conservative, and 
by confiscating and appropriating the estates of the 
vacated sees. 

When Ponet was installed as the successor of Gar- 
conservative diner, the estates of the bishopric of Win- 
de*^Md^™ Chester were transferred to the crown in ex- 
the^menof chango for a few impropriated rectories, 
progress. rpj^^ ^^^jg ^^ ^^le lauds of the see of Lon- 
don were cut down and sold.^ Heath, Bishop of 
Worcester, wa5 deposed, and his place was taken by 
Hooper, tlie see of Gloucester, which Henry had 
founded, being suppressed, and the estates surrendered.* 
Westminster, another of Henry's sees, had been sup- 
Large pressed before ; while a further project was on 

scheines of n __ 

plunder are foot to dcposc Tuustal from the bishopric of 
which the Durham. The diocese was to be divided, part 
applaud. to be given to the Dean of Durham, to be 
endowed out of the estates of the chapter, and part to 
Newcastle, with a trifling salary ; while the princely 
domains of the bishopric itself were to be shared be- 
tween Warwick and his friends. 

But the Protestants looked on with admiration and 
applause. The Papists were put out of the way. The 
doctrinalists were promoted to honour. Miles Cover- 
dale went to Exeter, in the place of Voysey, Scory 
went to Rochester, Taylor to Lincoln. When men 

1 Strype; Tytler. 

2 Bymer, Vol. VI. part 3, p. 216. The intention was to suppress both 
WorcBster and Gloucester, and to found a new see out of the combinatimk 
Bee Strype's Memorials^ Vol. lY. pp. 4, 5. 
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fike these were raised to dignity, what more could be 
desired ? 

** What a swarm of false Christians have we among 
us," said the large-minded Becon ; " gross Becon's 
gospellers, which can prattle of the gospel ge^gSfplf- 
very finely, talk much of justification by **'■• 
faith, crack very stoutly for the free remission of their 
sins by Christ's blood. As for their almsdeeds, their 
praying, their watching, their fasting, they are utterly 
banished from these gospellers. They are puffed up 
with pride, they swell with envy, they wallow in 
pleasures, they burn with concupiscence. Then* covet- 
ous acts are insatiable, the increasing their substance, 
the scraping together of worldly possessions. Theii 
reUgion consisteth in words and disputations ; in Chris- 
tian acts and godly deeds nothing at all." ^ 

Of this class of men the highest living representa- 
tive was the Earl of Warwick, the ruling spirit of the 
English Reformation in the phase into which it now 
had drifted. 

To return to the Princess Mary. 

There being no longer, as it seemed, occasion to fear 
the resentment of the Emperor, the council, Thecounca 
on the 9th of August, resolved to execute ^t to* ike 
their resolution, and put an end to her resist- prin*^g^* 
ance with a high hand. *' They considered ^**^' 
how long and patiently the king had laboured in vain to 
bring her to conformity." They " considered how much 
her obstinacy and the toleration of it endangered the 
peace of the realm." Her chaplains, therefore, should 
be compelled for the future to perform in her chapel the 
English service established by law, and none other; 
while Edward undertook to write to his sister with his 

1 Becon's JewdofJo^, 
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own hand. The Flemish ambassador was informed at 
the same time, that the terms of his own residence in 
England must be identical with those granted to Sir 
Thomas Chamberlain. He should use the mass on 
condition only that Chamberlain might use the com- 
someraet muuion.^ The Duke of Somerset only de- 
Svrt^becom- fended Mary's interests. His name was 
Protestant?' attached with the rest ±o the resolutions of 
**•"* the council ; ^ but as to him the princess had 

been indebted for her first licence " to keep her sacri- 
ficing knaves about her," ^ so he endeavoured to prevent 
the withdrawal of it ; and partly, perhaps, from good 
feeling, partly from opposition to Warwick, he had 
begun to advocate a general toleration.* Somerset, in 
fact, was growing weary of Protestantism, seeing what 
Protestantism had become. He preferred the company 
of his architects and masons to attendance at chapel and 
sermons ; ^ and Burgoyne, writing to Calvin, said that 
he had become so lukewarm in the service of Christ, as 
scarcely to have anything less at heart than religion.® 

No cause, however, at that time, could be benefited 
But War- ^7 ^^^^ advocacy of Somerset ; and Warwick 
WMiS?k'B was supported by the powerful phalanx of 
too strong ^^'^ ^^^ daugerous men whose interest com- 
for him. mitted them to the Reformation — those who 
had shared, or hoped to share, in the spoils of the 

1 Council Records^ M8, 

2 Ibid. 

8 John ab Ulmis to Bullinger: Zurich Letters. 
* Charges against the Duke of Somerset: Infra. 

5 Master Bradford spared not the proudest, and among many others, 
ivili*t them to tak example be the lait Duck of Somerset, who became so 
cald in hering God*s word, that the yeir before his last apprehension hea 
wald gae visit his masonis, and wald not dingye himself to gae from his 
gallerie to his hall for hearing of a sermon. — Letter of John Kncx to tkl 
Failkful in London. 

6 Burgoyne to Calvin: Zurich Letters, 
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Church or the State — those who had divided among 
them the forfeited estates of the Percies, the Howards, 
the Courtenays, and the Poles, and would support any 
men or any measures which would prevent reaction. 

The princess was at Copt Hall, in Essex. On the 
14th of August three of the officers of her Theoffleew 
household, Sir Robert Rochester, Sir Francis SoSid 
Englefield, and Sir Edward Waldegrave, "S^^^^lk 
were sent for by the council: the king's ^^to*he 
letter was put in their hands, with a charge ™**** » 
to deliver it to their mistress. They were instructed 
to inform the chaplains that, the mass must cease, and 
to take care, for their own part, that the order was 
obeyed. At the end of a week they returned to say 
that the Lady Mary was "marvellously offended." 
She had forbidden them to speak to her chaplains; if 
they persisted, she said she would discharge them from 
her service, and she herself would immediately leave 
the country. She was subject to a heart complaint, 
and her passion was so violent, that they were afraid 
to press her further for fear of the possible conse- 
quences. They had approached the subject only once 
afterwards, " when they not only did not find her more 
conformable, but in further choler than she was before." 
They could, therefore, go no further. She had written 
to her brother, and they had brought the letter with 
them. 

A message, Mary said in this letter, had been brought 
to her by her servants on a matter which con- ^^^^ ntvam 
cerned the salvation of her soul ; her servants ^t^^to'Sie 
were no fit messengers for the lords to have ^'°^' 
chosen. The meanest subjects in the realm would ill 
bear to receive such treatment through their own 
attendants. For the letter which Edward had written 
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to lier, it was signed indeed with his hand, but it was 
not his own composition, and he was too young to be a 
fit judge in such questions. Her father had brought 
her up in the Catholic faith, and she would not believe 
one thing and say another, nor would she submit to 
rule her mind by the opinions of the Privy Council. 
When he is She entreated, therefore, that her want of 
Judg* for conformity might be tolerated till he was old 
wiuobey cuough to act for himself, and if this could 
till then. not be, "rather than offend God and my 
conscience," she said, " I offer my body at your will, 
and death shall be more welcome than life." ^ 

The appeal was naturally ineffectual. The council 
would not have ventured so far, had they not been 
determined to go farther ; and with a reprimand for the 
neglect of their orders, Rochester and his companions 
were commanded to go back and execute them. They 
refused. They were commanded again on their allegi- 
The officers ^^^^ to go, and again refused, and were com- 
hoidlJS'^S mitted to the Fleet for contumacy. " Pin- 
i^dadepu- "accs " wcrc scut to cruisc between Harwich 
the coa^u and the mouth of the Thames to prevent an 
"nfo^^the*^ attempt at flight on the part of the princess ; 
'^'^«'- and Rich, the Lord Chancellor, Sir William 

Petre, and Sir Anthony Wingfield took the ungracious 
office on themselves. Her servants, they were directed 
to inform Mary, had not returned to her, and would 
not return. They had disobeyed the king's orders, 
and if a privy councillor had so far misconducted him- 
self, he would have been equally punished. Competent 
officers would be furnished for her household in their 
places. For the rest, his Majesty was grieved that her 

1 Privy Council Records, MS. The Lady Mary to King Edward: Ellli, 
Vol. II. p. 176, 1st series; Foxe, Vol. VI. 
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conscience was so settled in error, as he would himself 
express to her.^ She offered her body to be at the 
king's service, but no harm was meant to her body — 
menB sana only in corpore saru). If she had a con- 
science, so had the king a conscience, and the king 
mu^it avoid giving offence to God by tolerating error. 

The adventures of the new messengers, characteristic 
of Mary and of the times, shall be related in their own 
words. 

" Having received commandment and instructions 
from the King's Majesty,^ we repaired to the Lady 
Mary's house at Copt Hall, on the 28th instant in the 
morning, where, shortly after our coming, I, the Lord 
Chancellor, deUvered his Majesty's letter to her, which 
she received upon her knees, saying that, for the 
honour of the King's Majesty's hand wherewith the 
said letter was signed, she would kiss the letters and 
not for the matter contained in them ; for the matter, 



1 Right dear and entirely beloved Sister, we greet jou well, and let 
you know that it grievetb ns much to perceive no amendment in yon 
of that which we, for God*8 cause, your soul's health, our conscience, and 
the common tranquillity of the realm, have so long desired; assuring 
yon that our sufferance hath much more demonstration of natural love 
than contentation of our conscience and foresight of our safety. Where- 
fore, although you give us occasion, as much almost as in you is, to dimin- 
iah onr natural love, yet we be loath to feel it decay, and mean not to be 
10 ctreless of you as we be provoked. And therefore meaning your weal, 
•nd therewith joining a care not to be found guilty in our conscience to 
God, having cause to require forgiveness that we have so long, for respect 
of love towards you, omitted our bounden duty, we send at the present the 
Lord Rich, the Lord Chancellor of England, and our right trusty and right 
well-beloved Councillors, Sir Anthony Wingfield and Sir William Petre, in 
message to you touching the order of your houses willing you to give them 
firm credit in those things they shall say to you irom us. Given under our 
•ignet. Windsor, August 24. — Letter of King Edward to the Lady Mary: 
Foxe, Yol. VI. 

3 Report of the Commissioners to the Lady Mary, August 29: MB* 
Domutic, Edward YI. Yol. XIII. State Paper Office, printed by Ellis, Ul 
Mries, Yol. II. p. 179. 

VOL. T. S9 
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said she, I take to proceed not from his Majesty, but 
from you his council. 

" In the reading of the letter, which she did read 
They wait sccretly to hersclf, she said these words in our 
priSS^f hearing — Ah 1 good Mr. Cecil took much 
Sd/m^' pains here. When she had read the letter, 
■■*®' we began to open the matter of our instruo- 

tions unto her ; and as I, the Lord Chancellor, began, 
she prayed me to be short, for, said she, I am not well 
at ease, and I will make you a short answer. 

" After this, we told her at good length how the 
Betting out King's Majesty having used all the gentle 
gracious de- meaus and exhortations that he might, to 
conyersion. havo reduccd her to the rites of religion and 
order of divine service set forth by the laws of the 
realm, and finding her nothing conformable, but still 
remaining in her former errors, had resolved, by the 
whole estate of his Majesty's Privy Council and with 
the consent of divers others of the nobility, that she 
should no longer use the private mass, nor any other 
divine service than is set forth by the laws of the 
realm ; and here we offered to shew her the names of 
all those which were present at this consultation and 
resolution. But she said she cared not for any re- 
hearsal of the names, for, said she, I know you to be 
all of one sort therein. 

" We told her further that the King's Majesty's 
pleasure was we should also give strait charge to her 
chaplains that none of them should presume to say any 
mass, and the like charge to all her servants that none 
of them should presume to hear any mass. 

" Hereunto her answer was thus — 
Bhe repues " To the King's Majesty she was, is, and 

tttftii fllifi will ^^ 

obey tiM ever will be his Majesty's most humble and 



gny 
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most obedient subject and poor sister, and ungwiun 
would most willingly obey all his command- J^fe^iia 
ments in anything — her conscience saved — pe™*^' 
yea, and would willingly and gladly suffer death to dc 
his Majesty good. But rather than she will agree to 
use any other service than was used at the death of the 
late king her fiither, she would lay her head on a block 
and suffer death. But, said she, I am unworthy to 
suffer death in so good a quarrel. When the King's 
Majesty, said she, shall come to such years But the king 
that he may be able to judge these things Jj^ng*?? 
himself, his Majesty shall find me ready to ?u^h^^°* 
obey his orders in religion ; but now in these ™****"» 
years, although he, good, sweet king, have more knowl- 
edge than any other of his years, yet it is not possible 
that he can be a judge of these things. If ships 
were to be sent to the sea, or any other thing to be 
done touching the policy and government of the realm, 
I am sure you would not think his Highness yet able 
to consider what were to be done. And much less, 
said she, can he in these years discern what is fit in 
matters of divinity. If my chaplains do say she wiii ad- 
no mass, I can hear none ; no more can my oSer*teft bj 
poor servants. But as for my servants, I and^u^Sie 
know it shall be against their will, as it should ^^ ^^^^' 
be against mine ; for if they could come where it were 
said, they should hear it with good will, and as for my 
priests, they know what they have to do. The pain 
of your law is but imprisonment for a short time, and 
if they will refuse to say mass for fear of that imprison- 
ment, they may do therein as they will ; but ^he English 
none of your new service, said she, shall be noTi^Buaed 
used in my house, and if any be said in it, I ^^^^^^^^^ 
will not tarry in the house. 
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•* After this, we declared to her Grace, for what 
causes the Lords of the Council had appointed Roches* 
ter, Englefield, and Waldegrave, being her servants, to 
open the premises unto her, and how ill and untruly 
they had used themselves in the charge committed unto 
them ; and beside that, how they had manifestly diso- 
beyed the King's Majesty's council. She said it was 
not the wisest counsel to appoint her servants to con- 
trol her in her own house ; and that her servants 
knew her mind therein well enough, for, of all men, she 
might worst endure any of them to move her in any 
iuch matters. And for their punishment, said she, 
my Lords may use them as they think good ; and if 
they reftised to do the message unto her and her chap- 
lains, they be, said she, the honester men, for they 
should have spoken against their own conscience. 

"After this, when we had at good length declared 
A promise ^^^^ ^^^ our iustructious, touchiug the prom- 
^^th3 ises which she claimed to have been made to 
S^Hhl ^he Emperor, and, besides, had opened unto 
S^toterf^ her at good length all such things as we 
^***» knew and had heard therein, her answer was, 

that she was well assured the promise was made to the 
Emperor ; and that the same was once granted before 
the King's Majesty in her presence, there b^nng there 
seven of the council, notwithstanding the denial there- 
of at her last being with his Majesty. And I have, 
quoth she, the Emperor's hand testifying that this prom- 
ise was made, which I believe better than you all of the 
council ; and though you esteem little the Emperor, yet 
should you shew more favour to me for my father's 
sake, who made the more part of you all almost of 
nothing. But, as for the Emperor, said she, if he were 
dead, I would say as I do ; and if he would give me 
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now other advice, I would not follow it. Notwith- 
standing, quoth she, to be plain with you, Andth^Mi 
his ambassador shall know how I am used at siuaiknow 

howsheto 
your hands. treated. 

" After this, we opened the King's Majesty's pleas- 
ure, for one to attend upon her Grace for the supply of 
Rochester's place during his absence. 

" To this her answer was, that she would appoint 
her own officers, and that she had years suffi- She require* 

• /•! 1 • /* \ /\ that the 

cient for that purpose ; and if we left any ofBoewofthe 
men there, she would go out of her gates, for may be 
they two would not dwell in one house, her. sh« 
And, quoth she, I am sickly, and yet I will none which 
not die willingly, but will do the best I can own choice, 
to preserve my life. But if I shall chance to die, I 
will protest openly that you of the council be the 
causes of my death ; you give me fair words, but your 
deeds be always ill to me. 

^^ Having said this, she departed from us into he 
bed-chamber, and delivered to me, the Loni. ,m,y ^i^ 
Chancellor, a ring upon her knees, with very J^^STon 
humble recommendations to her brother, say- ^'^^ 
ing, that she would die his true subject and ob«yt»»e^^- 
sister, and obey his commandment in all things, except 
in these matters of religion. But yet, said she, this 
shall never be told to the King's Majesty. Afi;er her 
departure, we called the chaplains and the rest of the 
household before us, and the chaplains after some talk, 
promised all to obey the King's Majesty's command-^ 
ment. We further commanded them, and every one 
of them, to give notice to some one of* the council, at 
*he least, if any mass, or other service than that set 
tbrth by the law, should hereafter be said in that 
House. 
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** Finally, when we had said and done as is afore- 
said, and were gone out of the house, tarrying there 
for one of her chaplains, who was not with the rest 
when we gave the charge aforesaid unto them, the 
Lady Mary's Grace sent to us to speak with her one 
word at a window. When we were come into the 
court, notwithstanding that we offered to come up to 
her chamber, she would needs speak out of the win- 
dow, and prayed us to speak to the Lords of the Coun- 
cil that her controller might shortly return ; for, jsaid 
fihe, since his departing, I take the accounts myself of 
my expenses, and learned how many loaves of bread be 
made of a bushel of wheat; and I wis my father 
and my mother never brought me up with baking 
and brewing ; and, to be plain with you, I am weary 
of my office, and, therefore, if my Lords will send 
mine officer home, they shall do me pleasure ; other- 
wise, if they send him to prison, I beshrew him if he 
go not to it merrily and with a good will. And I 
pray God to send you well to do in your souls and 
bodies too, for some of you have but weak bodies." 

As the moment draws near when Mary will step 
Borne ao- forward to the front of the historical stage, it 
ihe'prineess ^^ time to givc some distinct account of her. 
*^'^- She was born in February 1515-16, and was, 

therefore, in her thirty-sixth year. Her face was 
broad, but drawn and sallow; the forehead large, 
though projecting too much at the top, and indicating 
rather passion and determination than intellectual 
strength. Her eyes were dauntless, bright, steady, 
and apparently piercing ; but she was short-sighted, 
and insight either into character or thing was not 
among her capabilities. She was short and ill-figured ; 
Above the waist, she was spare, from continued ill- 
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health ; below, it is enough to say, that she had in* 
herited her father's dropsical tendencies, which were 
beginning to show themselves. Her voice was deep 
Uke a man's, she had a man's appetite, especially for 
meat ; and in times of danger, a man's promptness of 
action. But she was not without a lady's accomplish- 
ments. She embroidered well, played on the lute 
well ; she could speak English, Latin, French, and 
Spanish, and she could read Italian ; as we have seen, 
she^ could be her own housekeeper ; and if she had 
masculine energy, she had with it a woman's power of 
braving and enduring suffering. 

By instinct, by temperament, by hereditary affection, 
she was an earnest Catholic ; and whatever Mary be- 
lieved, she believed thoroughly, without mental reser- 
vation, without allowing her personal interests either 
to tint her convictions or to tempt her to disguise them. 
As long as Queen Catherine lived, she had braved 
Henry's anger, and clung to her and to her cause. On 
her mother's death she had agreed to the separation 
from the Papacy as a question of policy touching no 
point of faith or conscience. She had accepted the al- 
terations introduced by her father; and, had nothing 
else intervened, she might have maintained as a sov- 
ereign what she had honestly admitted as a Thepersecu 

^ ,*^ Hon of the 

subject. Her own persecution only, and the councu the 

occftsion of 

violent changes enforced by the doctrinal Re- ber reupae 

•I IT n ' ^*® Roman 

formers, taught her to believe that, apart from iam, 
Rome, there was no security for orthodoxy. 

In her interview with the messengers she had shown 
herself determined, downright, and unaffected, cutting 
through official insincerities, and fearless of -conse* 
quences standing out for the right as she understood it. 
The moral relations of good and evil were inverted ; 
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and between Mary, the defender of a dying sapeistj* 
tion, and the Lords of the Council, the patrons of Kb- 
erty and right, the difference so far, was as between 
the honest watch-dog and a crew of prowling wolves. 

The dominant faction had dragged on for two years, 
through mean tyranny and paltry peculation. The 
time had come when, no longer able to continue their 
ill ways unmolested, they were to venture into open 
crime. 

The Duke of Somerset had neglected the debte of 
Theadmini». *^® realm till they were past retrieval. He 
^*DSk*/of ^^^ rushed into expensive and unsuccessful 
hJdbw^na wars, cripplcd the revenue, and continued the 
**** °^^ »' debasement of the currency. He had brought 
the country into discredit abroad ; and by forcing for- 
ward changes in religion for which the people were un- 
prepared, he had thrown half England into insurrec- 
tion. He had justly been deprived of the power which 
he had usurped and abused. Yet, for the most part, 
he had failed in attempts which in themselves were 
September. Hoblc ; and the Duke of Somerset might 
S^Jtottton flatter himself that his own government 
^d^ TO showed brightly by the side of the scarcely 
^"®* less rash and more utterly ungenerous ad- 

ministration which had followed on his fall. Could 
Somerset he havc rccovcrcd the Protectorate, it is not 

endeavours to likely hc WOuld haVC profited by his past ex- 
recover his . « . 11 •j*a1 

power. His periencc ; a large vanity and a Janguid mtel- 

friends make i.. '..ii* o •■ 

a party Icct incapacitated him tor sovereign power ; 
Loi2Ef * yet, in the face of the existing state of things, 
he need only be moderately blamed if he endeavoured 
to regain his power from the hands by which it had 
been wrested from him. In the past year he had pro- 
voked the jealousy and the suspicion of Warwick, by 
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interfering in £ivour of Gardiner; he had been 
posed, as in the instance of his mother's funeral, to 
petty insults and mortifications ; and early in the spring 
of 1551 he had begun to meditate the possibility of re- 
venging himself. Whalley, the fraudulent receiver 
of Yorkshire, one of the least reputable of his friends, 
had felt the pulses of the peers with a view to his res- 
toration;^ he became privy to Catholic conspiracies 
without revealing them ; and, afler his arrest, the 
missing link in the evidence, the want of which had 
saved the Bishop of Durham from imprisonment a few 
months previously, was found in his desk. The coun- 
cil in their treatment of his friends provided him with 
unscrupulous partisans. Sir Ralph Vane, a gir Ralph 
distinguished soldier, had a right of pasturage ^JedS^ 
by letters patent over lands which the Earl of ^»"^>f' 
Warwick claimed or coveted. Warwick sent his ser- 
vants to drive Vane's cattle from the meadows ; Vane 
defended his rights in arms, and was arrested and sent 
to the Tower,^ as much, perhaps, because he was a 
follower of the duke, as for any offence of his own. 

The confinement was soon over ; but the injury re- 
mained, and Vane became ready at any mo- somewet 
ment to rise in arms. Suspected before his ^^^^^S 
intentions had assumed a definite form, Som- p®®p^- 
erset, on the 23d of April, had been on the point of 
flying, in a supposed fear of his life, with Lord Grey, 
to the northern counties, to call out the people and 
place himself at their head. He had been prevented 
only by Sir William Herbert, who assured him that he 

1 On the 16th of February Whalley was examined before the council 
** for persuading divers nobles of the realm to make the Duke of SomenaC 
Protector at the next Parliament, and stood to the denial, the Earl cf 
Rutland affirming it manifestly.*' — £dward*» Journal, 

s Pnty Council Beoorda, MS, March ST, 1551. 
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was in no danger,^ and he had remained to oppose 
Warwirk in the treatment of Mary. Unable to effect 
nnything by legitimate opposition, he had listened to 
suggestions for a general toleration in religion ; ^ he 
had consulted with Lord Amndel on calling a parlia- 
ment, and appealing to the country against Warwick 
The prtuect ^J proclamation ; ^ and as the design of doing 
SShers'w?- something assumed form, the Duchess of Som- 
herenta. ersct brought iuto it her brother Sir Michael 
Stanhope, and her half-brother Sir Thomas Arundel. 
Lord Strange was set to work upon the king to induce 
him to break his engagements with France, and marry 
Lady Jane Seymour instead. A scheme was formed 
Warwick ^^ arrost and imprison Warwick, Northamp- 
Sendteareto ^^^9 ^^^ Herbert, into which the Earl of 
be arrested, ^rundcl entered eagerly and warmly, and in 
which Lord Paget was, at least, a silent accomplice. 
Sir John Yorke, the Master of the Mint, was to be 
taken also, " because he could tell many pretty things ; " 
and as a violent arrest might perhaps be violently re- 
sisted, it was not impossible that lives might be taken 
in the scuffle. Somerset himself admitted that the 

1 The principal authorities for the story of Somerset's real or supposed 
conspiracy are the depositions and examinations in the 13th volume of the 
Dome8ti(f MSS. of the reign of Edward VI. State Paper Office ; and the 
entries in Edward's Journal. 

2 " Whether did Sir Miles Partridge or any other give you advice to 
promise the people their mass, holy water, with such other, rather than to 
remain so unquieted? " — Questions addressed to the Duke of Somerset: 
Tytler, Vol. II. p. 48. 

* ** Did it proceed first from yourself or from the Earl of Arundel to have 
ft parliament? With how many have you conferred for the setting forth 
m the proclamation to persuade the people to mislike the government, and 
■pecially the doings of the Duke of Northumberland, the Earl of Pembroke, 
tnd the Marquis of Northampton, doing them to understand that thejr 
went about to destroy the commonwealth, and also had caused the king to 
be displeased with the Lady Mary*s Grace, the king*8 sister? '* — Tjrtler 
Vol. U. p. 48. 
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deaths of Warwick and the other noblemen had been 
spoken of as a contingency which might occur : an in- 
tention that they should be killed, if he ever formed 
such, he soon relinquished. His plan, so long gomenet 
as it was entertained, was to treat the Lords ^JJ^^Si 
as he had been treated himself, and to call JjJ^n^* 
parliament immediately, "lest peradventure *«^*^'»^ 
of one evil might happen another." But his mind 
misgave him, and his purposes were vacillating. First, 
there was a doubt whether Herbert should be included 
in the arrest ; afterwards, according to one witness, the 
duke changed his mind, " and would meddle no further 
with the apprehension of any of the council, and said 
he was sorry he had gone so far with the Earl of Arun- 
del." 1 

So the matter stood in the beginning of October. 
Among those who had been privy to the sir Thomas 
conspiracy was Sir Thomas Palmer, a soldier ofSuTao?"* 
who had gained some credit by desperate ser- c®™p**°««» 
vice in the French wars, and had led the forlorn hope 
of cavalry who sacrificed themselves at Haddington to 
enable supplies to reach the blockaded garrison : a brave 
man, but, as it seemed, a most unscrupulous one, whose 
services in a dangerous enterprise might be as useftil as 
his fidelity was uncertain. 

Palmer, on the 7th of October, came to Lord 
Warwick's house, and "in my Lord's ^ar- Betrays th« 
den," writes Edward,^ " he declared how St. S'wandck, 
George's day last past, my Lord of Somerset, who waa 
then going to the north, if the master of the Horse, Sir 
Wm. Herbert, had not assured him of his honour he 

1 Charges against the Duke of Somerset: M8. DomesHcj Edwari TL 
VoL XIII. State Paper Office; printed imperfectly by Tyt'er. 
< Edward's Journal^ Oct. S. 
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should have no hurt, went to raise the people, and the 
Lord Grey went before to know who were his friends. 
Afterwards a device was made to call the Earl of 
Warwick to a banquet with the Marquis of Northamp- 
ton and divers others, and to cut off their heads. Also, 
he formed a base company about them by the way to 
set upon them. He declared also, that Sir Ralph Vane 
had two thousand men in readiness ; Sir Thomas Arun- 
del had assured my Lord that the Tower was safe ; 
Mr. Partridge should raise London, and take the Great 
Seal with the apprentices ; Seymour ^ and Hammond 
should wait upon himself, and all the horses of the 
gensdarmes should be slain." 

Such was Palmer's story — truth and falsehood be- 
ootober. ing mingled together ; truth, because part of it 
tnithfbut was confirmed by other witnesses, and con- 
fiiisehood. fessed by the duke himself ; falsehood, because 
Warwick (or Northumberland, as he was immediately 
to be) confessed before his own death that the Duke of 
Somerset had through his means been falsely accused ; 
and Palmer, also, before his death, declared that the 
evidence to which he had sworn had been invented by 
Warwick, and had been maintained by himself at War- 
wick's request.2 Whether Palmer's treachery for the 

1 David Seymoar; some connexion of Somerset's family. 

2 The Duke of Northumberland, before going to the scaffold, desired an 
interview with Somerset's sons: — Au quels il crya mercy de Tinjustice 
qu'il avoit faict k leur Pfere Protecteur de PAngleterre, congnoissant avfir 
procure sa mort a tort et faulsement. Palmer avant sa mort a confess^ 
que Tescripture at Taccusation qu'il advouche et maintint contre le fen 
Protecteiu: estoit fausse, fabricqu^e par le diet due (de NortbumberiAod) et 
•dvou^ par luy k la requeste du diet due. Et y a d'eetranges loix par de 
9& sur le faict d'accusation que ce peult faire par deux temoings encores 
qc^ils deposent singulierement et diversement. — Simon Renard to Charles 
v.; MS. Record Office. Transcribed from the archives at Brussels. If 
Palmer and Northumberland really made these confessions, the qoestioil 
whether there was or was not foul play at the trial of the Duke of Somar- 
Mt is set at rest; and by adopting Benard's itory in the text, I show ol 
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first time acquainted Warwick with Somerset's de* 



signs against him, or whether Warwick had Some 
watched their growth and sprang a counter- 132^' 
mine when the time was ripe, I am unable to tween Pai* 
determine. Certain only it is that Somerset, Warwick. 
and Somerset's party, were become dangerous to him. 
He felt, perhaps with reason, that, if once in their 
power, he would find as little mercy at their hands a9 
he intended that they should receive at his own ; and 
inasmuch as the truth, if only the truth was known, 
might not ensure a conviction, inasmuch as the mere 
attempt at the overthrow of a faction might seem, in 
the eyes of the Lords who must try Somerset, rather 
a virtue than a crime — some additional atrocity had to 
be invented — something on which the law spoke too 
plainly for evasion, and which might diminish a sym- 
pathy otherwise likely to be troublesome. 

Palmer's revelations were kept profoundly secret^ 
except, it mav be, from Herbert and North- The wng 

" takes War- 

ampton, and from Edward, who, duped by wick's part. 

course that I think it true ; yet I have not adopted it without hesitation 
Although there was a general belief, in which Cranmer and Ridley shared, 
that Somerset had been unfairly dealt with, it is strange that a foreign 
ambassador should be the only authority for so important a feature in the 
evidence about it. Palmer's story had nothing in it which in itself was 
incredible or even improbable; and unless Edward was imposed upon 
(which it is hard to suppose), as to the acknowledgments which were made 
by Somerset in open court at the time of his trial, those acknowledgment! 
confirm in substance all that Palmer stated. Renard'g letter, too, was 
written when Northumberland had just failed in his attempt to alter the 
succession; and any charge against him, however monstrous, found ready 
ucaring among the queen's friends. On the other hand, a distinct circam* 
itantial statement of a competent witness is not to be lightly set Jiside, 
tierely from circumstantial objections. No English minister was better 
informed than Renard of eveiything which passed in London at the time 
df Mary's accession. He was vmting from the spot, and he was not a per- 
•on to report on hearsay the flying rumours of the hour. 

I give the result of my own reflections upon the subject. Readers whe 
teke an interest in the question will judge for themselves. 
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the plausible zeal of Warwick for the Protestant got- 
pel, hearing only from the fanatic enthusiasts who sur^ 
rounded him adulation of the earl as a champion of 
the Lord, and suspicious of his uncle as a backslider 
and apostate, listened and believed with the simplicity 
of a boy.^ Though nothing definite transpired, how- 
ever, there were movements in the State which created 
in Somerset a vague feeUng of uneasiness: a report 
reached him that Palmer had been closeted with War- 
wick. Parliament, which was to have met on the 13th 
of October, was prorogued till January .^ A muster 
of the gendarmerie was ordered for the 8th of Novem- 
Lord Dorset ^^^ > ^^^ ^^ *he 11th of Octobcr there were 
DukSof suf- significant and important changes in the peer- 
Sid^ h Sade age. Lord Dorset, Lady Jane Grey's father, 
NorthSLber- was made Duke of Suffolk ; ^ Warwick be- 
^omeg"^** ca«ie Duke of Northumberland; Paulet, 
wS^Sister Earl of Wiltshire, Marquis of Winchester ; 
S^i^rp^m- and Sir William Herbert Earl of Pern- 
»»'«^«- broke. 

The elevation of the men against whose power, if 
not life, the late Protector was conspiring, naturally 
Somerset alarmed him. He sent for Cecil (now Sir 
S^"cS?u William Cecil, and Secretary of State), and 
^d Palmer, inquired if he was in any danger. Cecil re- 
pUed " that, if he was not guilty, he might be of good 
courage ; if he was, he had nothing to say but to la- 

1 The frigid hardness with which Edward relates in his Journal and one 
of his letters the proceedings against Somerset has been commented on 
with some sharpness. His age — he was but fourteen — and the miserablt 
influences around him might excuse a greater crime. He believed that 
Somerset was guilty in the worst sense of the word, and with such a ooB« 
action the cold tone was natural and right. 

3 Lords' Journal. 

* The title was vacant by the death, in the summer, of the two mnm il 
CSuurles Brandon. 
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ment him.'* It was an answer calculated neither to 
soothe nor please. The duke, says Edward, defied 
Cecil, and sent for and cross-questioned Palmer. 
Palmer, of course, denied that he had said anything 
against him, true or false ; and he remahied anxious 
and uncertain till the 16th, when he appeared as usual 
at the meeting of the Privy Council. 

By this time Warwick's preparations were complete. 
It is to be hoped that the full extent of his iniquity 
was kept secret between himself and his instrument, 
that the council, like Edward, were his dupes. In the 
afternoon of that day Somerset was arrested somerset to 
on a charge of treason, and sent to the Sr^J^nJu 
Tower, where he was followed immediately **°*^' 
after by the Duchess, Lord Arundel, Sir Thomas 
Arundel, Paget, Grey, Stanhope, Partridge, and many 
more. Vane escaped across the river, and hid himself 
in a stable at Lambeth ; but he was betrayed, or dis- 
covered, in a few hours. 

Palmer now enlarged his evidence. The gendar- 
merie, he said, were to have been assaulted Paimeren- 
on the muster-day by Somerset's retinue and evidence. 
Sir Ralph Vane's two thousand footmen ; the cry of 
liberty was to have been raised in London ; and, in 
case of failure, the conspirators were to have fallen 
back on Poole or the Isle of Wight. Another witness 
supported this part of the story ; and here, it is likely 
enough, that it was true. The banquet, it was ftirther 
said, where the Lords were to have been killed, was to 
have been held at the house of Lord Paget.^ 

1 It is to be remarked that, in the subsequent proceedings, although the 
tMUiquet was alluded to, the intended scene of it was not again mentioned. 
Neither Paget nor Arundel was tried, although, if any plot was really 
finrmed for the murder, Arundel was one of the principal persons concerned 

in It 
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The next step was to send the usaal circulars to the 
magistrates, informing them of the near escape of the 
king and commonwealth from conspiracy : and letters 
to the same effect were sent to Pickering and Cham- 
berlain, to lay before the courts of Paris and Brussels. 
Henry affected to believe — Northumberland being 
m the interests of France ; ^ the Regent Mary, perhaps 
for the same reason, scarcely cared to conceal her incre- 
duKty.2 

The prosecution was temporarily interrupted by the 
arrival and entertainment in London of Mary of Guise, 
on her. route from France to Scotland ; and, at the 
NoTember. Same time, by an invitation from Maurice 
JnpriS^*'" and the other Protestant princes, to join in 
KSfi^for *^® great enterprise about to be attempted 
JStehtenot against the Emperor. But the pageant of a 
granted. royal entertainment was soon over, and War- 
wick and his friends were too deeply disloyal to the 
cause of which they were so loud professors, to join in 
a religious confederacy. Their own idea of foreign 
policy was the balance of power, which no other ob- 
ject, divine or human, ought to derange ; ^ and the 

1 Pickering to the Council : Tytler, Vol. II. 

2 Chamberlain told her of '^ his Majesty's escape." " She said she was 
torry to hear of the duke's so evil behaviour; yet was she glad and thanked 
God, who had so well preserved his Highness. But is it true, she said, that 
the duke meant anything to the King's Majesty's person; demandirg by 
what means he could be able to do the same, musing much at the matter 
why the duke would shew himself so ingrate towards the King's Majesty. 
The thing, quoth she, is very strange, for that by all reason the duke'i 
whole wealth did depend upon the King's Majesty's prosperity and wel- 
fiire." — M& Flanders, Edward VI. Vol. 1. State Paper Office. 

8 It is well explained in a despatch of Doctor Wotton, who, to do him 
justice, did not affect much interest in the Reformation. France, in spite 
of professions of friendship, he Iboked upon as a treacherous neighbour. 
" From France," he said, ** danger may, perhaps, be suspected, if the Prot- 
estants, plucking their heads out of the yoke, and labouring to recover 
their oppressed liberty, deliver the French from all fear and suspicion of 
the Emperor." To sacrifice the Prote8tantS| lest the Emperor should b« 
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(Germans were put off with an evasive answer, and at 
last with an equivalent to a refusal.^ Northnmber- 
land's attention was demanded for a more serious ob- 
ject. 

November was spent in a series of private examina- 
dons of the prisoners in the Tower. Crane, JCnmt..- 
the witness who had supported Palmer, de- Sllir'""" 

The dake 

dared, on being cross-questioned, that Som- confesses 
erset s intentions, whatever they were, had tentiona. 
been abandoned. Lord Arundel admitted reluctantly, 
and after many denials, a design formed by himself 
and the duke to arrest Northumberland and Northamp- 
ton at the council, and to compel a change in the mode 
of government.^ Hammond, one of the duke's ser- 
vants, deposed to a guard which the duke kept in his 
ante-room. A collection of questions remain, which 
were addressed to the duke himself, though his answers 
are lost ; and these questions are important, as has been 
well observed,^ since they contain no allusion to the 
intended assassination. Other evidence was obtained 
also, but of an immaterial kind. On the 30th the 
witnesses were examined severally before the peers who 
were to sit upon the trial, and they swore all of them 
that their confessions were true, " without compulsion, 
fear, envy, or displeasure." The next morning, the 
first of December, at five o'clock, in the win- December, 
tcr darkness, the duke was brought in a barge anaigrned at 
fi*om the Tower to Westminster Hall. In Hau. 

too much weakened, to irritate the quarrels between the Emperor and 
France, lest either of them should meddle with England, was the ignoble 
policy of an English liberal government — Wotton to Cecil : M8, StaU 
Paper Office, 

1 Edward's JoumaL November, 1551, and March, 1552. 

8 Confession of Lord Arundel: MS, Domestic^ Edward YI. Vol. XXH 
printed partially by Tytler. 

» By Mr. Tytler. 

YdL. T. as 
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fear of a demonstration, whicli the popularity of Som- 
erset made more than likely, an order of council had 
been sent out the day before, that every household 
should keep within doors, and that in each house one 
man at least should be ready with his arms, to be 
called out, if order should be disturbed. But the ea- 
gerness of the people defied the command to stay at 
home, and by daybreak Palace -yard and the court be- 
fore the hall were thronged with a vast multitude, all 
passionately devoted to Somerset, all execrating his 
rival. The court was formed ; Lord Winchester sitting 
as High Steward. Twenty-six peers, Northumberland, 
Northampton, and Pembroke among them, took their 
seats, and at nine o'clock the prisoner was led forward 
to the bar.^ 

Under the Act of Unlawful Assemblies ^ the late 
He is ao- Protcctor was charged, under various counts, 
ttw^nlnd ^^^^ having treasonably collected men in his 
felony. house for an ill intent, as to kill the Duke 

of Northumberland ; with having devised the death of 
the Lords of the Council ; with having intended to 
raise the city of London to assault the Lords of the 
Council ; and, finally, with having purposed to resist 
his arrest. On the last three counts he was further 



I For the particulars of Somerset's trial, see Edward's Journal, Stow, 
Holinshed, the Privy Council Register^ the papers in Vol. XIII. of th« 
Domestic MSS. of the reign of Edward VI., the Grey Friars' Chromde, 
and the second volume of Mr. Tytler's Edward and Mary. 

3 3 and 4 Edward VI. cap. 5 : If any persons to the number of twelve or 
a'jove, being assembled together, shall practice with force of arms unlaw- 
fttly and of their own authority to murder, kill, slay, take, or imprison any 
of the King's most honourable Privy Council, or unlawfully to alter or 
change any laws made or established by authority of parliament, and 
being commanded by the Sheriff of the shire, or any justice of the peare, 
to retire to their own houses, shall remain together for one hour after such 
proclamation, or after that shall attempt or do any of the things abov* 
tpedfied, every such act shall be judged high treason. 
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indicted for felony. As usual in trials for treason, thfl 
principal witnesses were not brought into court ; their 
depositions, taken down elsewhere, were read aloud* 
The duke, when called on to answer, admitted Headmit§ 
that he had collected men, and that he had ^^l^^^ 
spoken of killing Northumberland and North- Nortoum- 
ampton; but afterwards he said he *' deter- ^'^"<*- 
mined the contrary."^ He denied an intention of 
raising the city of London, or the northern Hedecure« 
counties. The story of the banquet, he said, J^nquiJ^ 
was altogether false. When Crane's evi- ttoV^anS" 
dence was read, he desired that Crane might Jjjjj* ***• 
be produced in court, and confronted with "^^^'k^^- 
him. Palmer, he said, was a worthless villain. Lord 
Strange was the only witness who came forward in 
person. Strange declared that Somerset had moved 
him to persuade the king to break with France, and 
marry Lady Seymour. This, too, Somerset denied; 
but Strange persisted. The peers withdrew. North- 
umberland, possibly in pretended moderation, but more 
likely to ensure a condemnation,^ disclaimed a desire 
to press the treason charge ; for a lighter verdict Som- 
erset's own confession seemed sufficient. On the first 
count, therefore, the Lords returned a ver- Somerset y 
diet of not guilty. Amidst a murmur of treason, 
applause, the sergeant-at-arms left the hall with the 
axe of the Tower. The anxious crowd at the doors, 



1 And yet, says Edward, " he seemed to admit that he went aboat their 
deaths.*' — Journal, December, 1551. 

3 Lord Coke, commenting apon the trial, observes that, even admitting 
tfie truth of the evidence, the verdict was not justified, because there had 
been no proclamation calling on the duke and his confederates to disperse; 
and it was only by persisting, after such proclamation had been read, that 
his conduct came under the Treason Act Northumberland probably an* 
ticipated the objection, and was contented with an ordinary verdict of 
ftiUmy under the ooamon law* 



866 Somerset' 9 JPhL [Gh.xx?III 

mistakiiig his appearance for a final acquittal, sent np 
a shout again, and again, and again, which pealed up 
to Charing Cross, and was heard in Long Acre. But 
But is found congratulations were premature. Acquitted 
felony, of treason, the duke was found guilty of 

felony, which would answer equally to ensure his 
And sen- destruction.^ Winchester pronounced sen- 

tenced to 

death. tcucc of death ; and, amidst the awftd silence 

which followed, the duke fell on his knees, thanking 
He thanks the court for his trial, and, unless Edward 

the court for i • i i ^ n ^ 

his trial, was dcceivcd by a purposely false report, 
Northum- askcd Northumberland to pardon him, con- 

herland's 

pardon. fessiug that he had meant his destruction.* 
" Duke of Somerset," Northumberland answered from 
his seat, " you see yourself a man in peril of life and 
sentenced to die. Once before I saved you in a like 
danger, nor will I desist to serve you now, though you 
may not believe me. Appeal to the mercy of the 
King's Majesty, which I doubt not he will extend to 
you. For myself, gladly I pardon all things which 
you have designed against me, and I will do my best 
that your life may be spared." ^ 

The truth is hard to read through such a maze of 
treachery. If it be true that Somerset confessed, 
either in the court or the Tower, that he had really 

1 Edward, writing to his friend Bamaby Fitzpatrick, says, ** After de- 
bating the matter till nine of the clock till three, the Lords went together, 
and there weighing that the matter seemed only to touch their lives, al- 
though afterwards more inconvenience might have followed, and that men 
might think they did it of malice, acquitted him of high treason, and con- 
demned him of felony, which he seemed to have confesud,*^ — Edward ta 
Fitzpatrick : printed in Fuller's Church History. 

2 Edward to Fitzpatrick: Ibid. Edward adds, in his Journal, that tw» 
days after, Somerset confessed in the Tower that he had hired a man named 
Bertiville to kill Northumberland and Northampton; that BertiyiUe 
arrested, and on being examined, confessed also. 

* John ab Ulmis to Bollinger: EpUiola Tigminee^ p. 291. 
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meditated murder, he was no better than Northumber- 
land ; interest or sympathy is alike wasted upon either, 
and Pahner's evidence may, in that case, have been 
exaggerated only because the intended crime was cer- 
tain, though the proof was insuflScient. Yet, if North- 
umberland had but anticipated a blow which had 
been aimQd against himself, his conduct would scarcely 
have sate so heavily on his conscience. Scarcely, too, 
would Cranmer or Ridley, unlike the pious flatterers 
of the now all-powerful statesman, have risked his 
anger with " shewing their consciences " in such a 
cause .^ 

But if to the historical inquirer it seems doubtful 
whether the guilt was on both sides or but The people, 
on one ; the world at the time entertained no Somerset's 

, • CI 1 1 • hmooeQce, 

such uncertainty, oo deep was the excite- areioudin 
ment, so general the suspicion of the verdict, cries. 
that it was found necessary to overawe London two 
days after with a parade of the gendarmerie. Arun 
del and Paget were examined in the Star Chambei 
with closed doors, but a second trial was a risk too 
great to be ventured. 

When Parliament was prorogued in October, there 
had been an evident dread of the humour which might 
be shown by the Lower House; and measures had 
been taken to secure assistance there which might 
be depended upon.^ Meantime Northumber- ThefWenda 
land's friends gave out that, on the trial, and beriand 

1 ** I have heard that Cranmer, and another, whom I will not name, were 
both in high displeasure ; the one for shewing his conscience secretly, but 
plainly and fhlly, in the Duke of Somerset's cause ; and both of late, but 
especially Cranmer, for repugning against the spoil of the Church goodi 
taken away without law or order of justice, by commandment of the higher 
powers/* — Ridley's Lamentation on the State of England : Foxe, VoL 
VII. p. 573. Ridley must be supposed to mean himself by the " other ^ 
wliom he will not name. 

s ^ A letter to be written to the Lord Chancellor to cause search to te 
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since the trial, he had exerted himself in 



■t he had 

tndeayoured Somerset's interest with unparalleled gener- 

to save ^ 

Somenet. osity. The execution was delayed perhaps 
to give colour to the story, and it was reported first 
that the king had granted a free pardon ; ^ next it 
That a par- was Said that a pardon had been offered, but 
been offered that the duke, couutiug ou his own or his 
he"refused. frieuds' powcr, would uot acccpt it, and had 
flung back the generous overtures of the council with 
scorn and insolence.^ The death of his brother was 
brought back against him with ingenious misrepresen- 
tation.^ His arrogance, it was pretended, could no 
longer be endured, and, should he escape punishment, 
he would throw the whole realm into confusion to re- 
venge himself.* 

Calvin, more keen-sighted than the correspondent 
who furnished him with these stories, meditated a 
remonstrance to the king, with a caution against the 
Butthe* advisers who were betraying him.^ In Eng- 
ftwMto '^^^ *^® general indignation could not be 
beUeve; couccaled by the loud applauses of the revo- 

made how many of the parliament house be dead since the last session, to 
the intent that grave and wise men might be elected to supply their place, 
for the avoiding of the misorder that hath been noted in sundry young 
men and others of small judgement." — Privy Council Register, M8. 
October 28, 1551. The Council had never ventured on a second trial of 
the disposition of the country. The same parliament continued to sit which 
was elected in 1547. 

1 John ab Ulmis to Bullinger: Epistola Tigurina. 

2 Burgoyne to Calvin : Ibid. 

8 " It is notorious to every one that he was the occasion of his brother's 
death, who was beheaded on his information, instigated by I know not 
what hatred and rivalry." — Ibid. Elizabeth, a better authority than Bur- 
goyne, said that, so anxious was Somerset to save the admiral, that thoM 
who were determined on his death found it necessary to prevent an inter- 
view between the brothers. — Supra. 

* Burgoyne to Calvin. 

* Addebat ille te in animo habere de ducis morte nescis quid advenm 
noetros homines scribere immo ad regem ipsum. -~ Yalenndus PolUumi 
Jowmi Calvino : Epittola THgurina, 
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lationists. It was likely enough that, were Somerset 
free, there would be a convulsion ; but men could not 
be convinced that any change would be an evil which 
would deliver them from the hated Northumberland.^ 

No alteration could be expected in the popular feel- 
ing, and the irritation would be inflamed by j^^^^ ^^^ 
longer delay. The execution was fixed at "reroi^Sd 
last for the morning of the 22d of January. ^^^' 

As an attempt at rescue was anticipated, an order 
of council again commanded all inhabitants preeauuoM 
of the city or the suburbs to keep to their J^y^nfJ*® 
houses. A thousand men-at-arms brought in ''®*'"®- 
from the country were drawn up on Tower Hill, and 
with the gendarmerie formed a ring round the scaffold; 
but the proclamation was not more effectual at the 
execution than at the trial. As the day dawned, the 
great square and every avenue of approach to it were 
thronged with spectators, pressing on all sides against 
the circle of armed men. 

A little before eight o'clock the Tower guard brought 
up their prisoner. Somerset's countenance Somerset i« 
was singularly handsome, and both his the scaffold. 
features and his person were marked with an habitual 
expression of noble melancholy. Amidst his many 
fiiults he was every inch a gentleman. He was dressed 
in the splendid costume which he had worn in recep- 
tions of state. As he stepped upon the scaffold, he 
knelt and said a short prayer ; he then rose, and, bow- 
ing to the people, spoke bareheaded.^ 

1 The new coinage, good as it was, could find no favour, irom the dread 
and suspicion in which the Duke of Northumberland was held. 

** December 16, there was a proclamation for the new coin, that no man 
Bhould speak ill of it: for because the people said divers .... that there 
was the ragged staff . . . it " . . — Imperfect Fragment in the Greg 
Friars'' Chronide. 

* Theie are several leporta of Somerset's last words. That in the text it 
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<* Masters and good fellows. I am come hither to 
Heqwaki die ; hut a true and faithful man as any was 

to the , , , •' _ 

people. unto the King's Majesty and to his realm. 
But I am condemned by a law whereunto J am subject, 
as we all, and therefore to show obedience I am content 
to die ; wherewith I am well content, being a thing 
most heartily welcome to me ; for the which I do thank 
God, taking it for a singular benefit as ever might have 
come to me otherwise. For, as I am a man, I have 
deserved at God's hand many deaths ; and it has pleased 
his goodness, whereas He might have taken me sud- 
denly, that I should neither have known Him nor my- 
self, thus now to visit me and call me with this present 
death as you do see, where I have had time to remem- 
ber and acknowledge Him, and to know also myself, 
for the which I do thank Him most heartily. And, 
my friends, more I have to say to you concerning re- 
ligion : I have been always, being in authority, a fiir- 
therer of it to the glory of God, to the uttermost of my 
power ; whereof I am nothing sorry, but rather have 
cause and do rejoice most gladly that I have so done, 
for the greatest benefit of God that ever I had, or any 
man might have in this world, beseeching you all to 
take it so, and to follow it on still ; for, if not, there 
will follow and come a worse and great plague." 

He was still speaking, when the crowd began sud- 
A party of dculy to wavc and shift. Through the breath- 

eoming late less sileucc a uoisc was heard like the tram- 
to Tower 

Hiu, the phnff of the feet of a large number of men 

people are , . . 

alarmed. approachmg : some thought it was a rescue, 
some one thing, some another ; shouts rose, " Away I 

from an MS. printed by Sir Heniy Ellis, which is simpler and shorter than 
the version given by Foxe and Holinshed, and was most likely the nuclena 
out of which the latter accounts were expanded. I have added om 
MDtence, that marked between brackets, from Burgoyne's letter to Calvis. 
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away I " the packed multitude attempted to scatter, and 
as the sound had created the alarm, the alarm now in- 
creased the sound. Some cried that it thundered, some 
that an army was coming down from heaven, some felt 
the earth shake under their feet. The mystery was 
merely that a company of soldiers, who had been 
ordered to be at Tower Hill by eight o'clock, and had 
found themselves late, were coming at a run through 
an adjoining street ; ^ but no one thought of loi^king fci 
a reasonable cause. " There was a rumbling," sayf 
Machyn, ^ '' as it had been guns shooting, and great 
horses coming. A thousand fell to the ground ^ ^^^^ 
for fear, for that they on the one side thought and kf the 
no other but that the one was killing the "i^^riLs* 
other ; a hundred fell into the Tower ditch, *>f P^don. 
and some ran away for fear." 

In the midst of the confusion, Sir Anthony Browne 
was seen forcing his horse through the throng towards 
the scaffold, and above the clamour rose a shout of 
" Pardon, pardon ; a pardon from the king." 

Had Somerset been deceived, it would have been a 
cruel aggravation of his suffering ; but he knew North- 
umberland too well. 

He had stood in the front of the scaffold with his cap 
in his hand, waiting till the noise should somewet, 
cease. At the cry of a pardon he exclaimed : ^**^7Si 
•' There is no such thing, good people ; there ^^^^' 
is no such thing." His voice quieted them, and he 
went on with his address : — 

" It is the ordinance of God thus to die, wherewith 
we must be content ; [I beseech you do not He con- 
grieve for my fortunes ; keep yourselves qu'^.t sjMwh, 

1 Stow was present, and ascertained carefully the origir *^ ^i^ 
^ Hachyn*8 Dxary^ January 22. 



862 jExecution of Somerset, [Ch. xxvnL 

and still, and make no disturbance, or attempt to save 
me, for I do not desire a longer life ;] and let us now 
pray together for the King's Majesty, to whose Grace 
I have always been a faithful, true, and most loving 
subject, desirous always of his most prosperous success 
in all his affairs, and ever glad of the furtherance and 
helping forward of the commonwealth of this realm.'* 

At the concluding words voices answered, "Yes, 
yes, yes." Some one cried above the rest, " This is 
found now too true." 

The duke then drew off his rings, and gave them to 
Throws off *^® executioner. Dropping his cloak, he 
klfe^i^aid uubuckled his sword, which he presented to 
^^^' the Lieutenant of the Tower, and, after a few 

words with the Dean of Christ Church, who had 
attended him, he loosened his shirt-collar, and knelt 
quietly before the block. Three times he was heard 
to say, " Lord Jesus, save me." The headsman's arm 
rose, fell, and all was over. 

The English public, often wildly wrong on general 
The by- Questions, are P-ood ludges, for the most part, 

Btanders dip ^^ i i J & ' • i 

their hand- oi personal character ; and so passionately 

kerchiefs in ^ i */ 

his blood. was Somerset loved, that those who were 
nearest the scaffold started forward to dip their hand- 
kerchiefs in his blood. His errors were forgotten in 
the tragedy of his end ; and the historian who in his 
life found much to censure, who, had he recovered his 
Protectorate, would, perhaps, have been obliged to re- 
peat the same story of authority unwisely caught at 
and unwisely used, can find but good words only for 
the victim of the treachery of Northumberland. 

In revolutions the most excellent things are found 
Ti0 two^ over in connexion with the most base. The 
aAformers. enthusiast for the improvement of mankind 
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works side by side with the adventurer, to whom 
change is welcome, that he may better his fortune in 
the scramble : and thus it is that patriots and rehgious 
reformers show in fairest colours when their cause is 
ungained, when they are a struggling minority chiefly 
called upon to suffer. Gold and silver will not answer 
for the purposes of a currency till they are hardened 
with some interfusion of coarser netal ; and truth and 
justice, when they have forced their way to power, make 
a compromise with the world, and accept some portion 
of the world's spirit as the price at which they may 
exercise their ever-limited dominion. So it is at the 
best : too often, as the devil loves most to mar the 
fairest works, the good, when success is gained, are 
pushed aside as dreamers, or used only as a shield for 
the bad deeds of their confederates ; they are happy if 
their own nature escape infection from the instruments 
which they use, and from the elements in which they 
are compelled to work. 

While the lay ministers of Edward VI. were " sow- 
ing the wind," where the harvest in due time Cranmer, 
, would follow. Archbishop Cranmer, keeping himself 
aloof more and more from them and their thecnmes 
doings, or meddling in them only to protest, eminent, 
was working silently at the English Prayer-book. No 
plunder of church or crown had touched the hands of 
Cranmer. No fibre of political intrigue, or crime, or 
conspiracy could be traced to the palace at Lambeth. 
He had lent himself, it was true, in his too great eager- 
ness to carry out the Reformation, to the persecution 
and deposition of Bonner and Gardiner ; but his share ^ 

1 Underbill, " the hot gospeller," tells in his Narrative how in the palmjr 
days of Northumberland be arrested the Vicar of Stepney, " Abbot quon- 
dam of Tower Hill," and carried him to Croydon before the archbishop. 
The Ticar had disturbed the preachers in Stepney Church, caused the belli 
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had been slight in the more recent acts of violence 
which recovered to the Catholics the hearts of the 
English people ; and to the last he was considered by 
the ultras as timid and intellectually weak. 

Whether the charge of timidity was true, he had an 
opportunity of showing when Edward died and North- 
umberland recanted ; when the noisy tongues of the 
gospellers were heard only at a safe distance, and the 
so-called timid ones remained to witness to their faith 
in suffering. Happily for his memory, and happily for 
the Church of England, the archbishop was more 
nobly occupied than the " gospellers " desired to see him. 

As the translation of the Bible bears upon it the im- 
was silently P^iut of the mind of Tyndal, so, while the 
toe'En|i£h Church of England remains, the image of 
Prayer-book Craumcr wiU be seen reflected on the calm 
surface of the Liturgy. The most beautiful portions 
of it are translations from the Breviary ; yet the same 
prayers translated by others would not be those which 
chime like church bells in the ears of the English child. 
The translations, and the addresses which are original, 
have the same silvery melody of language, and breathe 
B i -t *^® same simplicity of spirit. So long as 
ofOranmer Craiimcr trustcd himself, and would not let 

represented ^ i i • • • i 

all that was himsclf be dragged beyond his convictions, he 

to be rung when they were at sermon, and challenged their doctrine in the 
pulpit. " The archbishop was too full of lenity," " a little he rebuked him, 
and bid him do no more so." The Puritan's zeal was kindled. " My 
Lord," said Underbill, "methinks you are too gentle unto so stout a 
|"«pist." — "We have no law to punish them," said the archbishop. — 
*• No law? my Lord," the gospeller exclaimed; " if I had your authority, 
I would be so bold to unvicar him, or minister some sharp punishment 
iiiitc him. If ever it come to their turn, they will show you no such fk- 
vour." — " Well," said the archbishop, " if God so provide, we must abidt 
H." — " Surely," said Underbill, " God will never thank you for this, but 
rather take the sword from such as will not use it upon his enemies**-* 
(Jnderhill's Narrative^ M8. Harleian^ 425. 
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was the representative of the feelings of the bertinth* 
best among his countrymen. With the rever- «<>»»• 
ent love for the past which could appropriate its excel- 
lences, he could feel at the same time the necessity for 
change. While he could no longer regard the sacra- 
ments with a superstitious idolatry, he saw in them 
ordinances divinely appointed, and therefore especially, 
if inexplicably, sacred. 

In this temper, for the most part, the English church 
services had now, after patient labour, been at length 
completed by him, and were about to be laid before 
parliament. They had grown slowly. First had come 
the primers of Henry VIII. ; then the Litany was 
added ; and then the first Communion-book. The next 
step was the Prayer-book of 1549 ; and now at last 
the complete Liturgy, which survives after three hun- 
dred years. In a few sentences only, inserted Fiuxand 
apparently under the influence of Ridley, J^^onon 
doctrinal theories were pressed beyond the of ti^sao^ 
point to which opinion was legitimately gravi- '*°*«'^<^8- 
tating. The priest was converted absolutely into a 
minister, the altar into a table, the eucharist into a 
commemoration, and a commemoration only. But 
these peculiarities were uncongenial with the rest of 
the Liturgy, with which they refuse to harmonize ; and, 
on the final establishment of the Church of England, 
were dropped or modified.^ They were, in fact, the 



1 Prayer-booh of 1549. 

The priest shall first 
receive the communion 
in both kinds, and next 
deliver it to other minis- 
ters, if any be there pres- 
ent, that they may be 
ready to help the chief 
minister, and after to the 
people. And when he de- 
li v«re(h ike sacrament of 



Prayer-book of 1552. 

Then shall the minister 
first receive the commun- 
ion in both kinds him- 
self; and next deliver 
it to other ministers, if 
there be any present, 
that they may help the 
chief minister; and after 
to the people in their 
handSf kneeHng. And 



Prayer-book of Elizabeth, 

Then shall the minis- 
ter first receive the com- 
munion in both kindi 
himself; and then pro* 
ceed to deliver the sam« 
to the bishops^ priests 
and deacons in like man- 
ner, if any be present, 
and after that to thi 
people also in theii 
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leed of vital alterations, for which the nation was mi' 
prepared ; which, had Edward lived two years longer, 
would have produced, first, the destruction of the 
Church as a body politic, and then an after-fruit of re- 
action more inveterate than even the terrible one under 
General Mary. But Edward died before the Liturgy 
2^ter could be fiirther tampered with ; and from 
uturgy. amidst the foul weeds in which its roots were 
buried it stands up beautiful, the one admirable thing 
which the unhappy reign produced. Prematurely 
born, and too violently forced upon the countiy, it was, 
nevertheless, the right thing, the thing which essen- 
tially answered to the spiritual demands of the nation. 
They rebelled against it, because it was precipitately 
thrust upon them ; but services which have overlived 
so many storms speak for their own excellence, and 
speak for the merit of the workman. 

the body of Christy lie 
shall say to every one — 



The body of our Lord 
Jesus Christ preserve thy 
body and soul to ever- 
lasting life. 

Ana tne minister de- 
livering the sacrament of 
the bhod, and giving 
every one to drink once, 
and no more, shall say — 



The blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which was 
shed for thee, preserve 
thy body and tout to ever- 
latiing ^fe. 



when he dolivereth the 
breadj ho shall say — 



Take and eat this in 
remembrance that Christ 
died for thee, and feed on 
him in thy heart by faith 
with thanksgiving. 

And the minister that 
deiivereth the cup shall 
say — 



hands, all meekly kneel- 
ing. And when he de- 
iivereth Uie bread to any 
one, he shall say — 

The bod^ of our Loi'd 
Jesus Chnst, which wai 
given for thee, preserve 
thy body and soul to ever- 
lasting life. Take and 
eat iJiis in remembrance 
that Christ died for thee^ 
and feed on him in thy 
lieart by faith with thanks- 
giving. 

And the minister thai 
deiivereth the cup to any 
one, shall say — 

The blood 'of our Loi'd 
Jesus Christ, which was 
shed for thee, preserve thy 
body and soul to ever- 
lasting life. Drink Utis 
in remembrance that 
ChrisVs blood was shed 
for thee, and be thankful. 

Sl.iiilarly in the consecration of the elements, the sign of the cross was 
directed to be used in 1549, and omitted in 1552. There were othet 
changes. The diMwnutrg reader will see the spirit of them in these oom- 
parirons. 



Drink this in remem- 
brance that ChrisVs blood 
was shed for thee, and be 
thankful. 
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As the Liturgy was prepared for parliament and 
people, so for the convocation and the clergy T^e artidei 
there were drawn up a body of articles of re- wh?t*£^' 
ligion : forty-two of them, as they were first ^hat'Siy 
devised ; thirty-nine, as they are now known *"* ^^^' 
to the theological student. These also have survived, 
and, like other things in this country, have survived 
their utility, and the causes which gave them birth. 
Articles of belief they have been called ; articles of 
teaching; articles of peace. Protestants who have re- 
stored the right of private judgment, who condemn so 
emphatically the articles added by the Council of Trent 
to the Christian creed, not for themselves only, but be- 
cause human beings are not permitted to bind proposi- 
tions of their own upon the consciences of believers, 
will scarcely pretend that they are the first. If it be 
unlawfiil for a Catholic council to enlarge the dogmatic 
system of Christianity, no more can it be permitted to a 
local church to impose upon the judgment a series of 
intricate assertions on theological subtleties which the 
most polemical divines will not call vital, or on ques- 
tions of public and private morality, where the con- 
science should be the only guide. 

The death of the Duke of Somerset was followed 
by the trial and execution of Vane, Partridge, somerset's 
Stanhope, and Sir Thomas Arundel. The ^^^^f 
condemnation of Arundel was effected with «»®«"<^«*- 
great difficulty. The jury were shut up on a day in 
January twenty-four hours, without fire, food, or drink, 
before they would agree upon a verdict, and the four 
sufferers died protesting their innocence. 

On the 30th of January Northumberland paruanwnt 
met parUament. °^®*'"' 

The Prayer-book passed without diflSculty. Cuth- 
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bert Tunstal, the last bishop who would have opposed 
it, had joined Gardiner in the Tower, the letter found 
among Somerset's papers having furnished an excuse 
to lay hands upon him ; and a second act was passed 
The act of for uniformity of reUgious worship. — persons 
is parsed who rcfused to come to church being liable 

without ^ •.-.11 

difficulty. to censure or excommunication, those who 
attended any other service to imprisonment, 

A zeal was affected also for the more practical parts 
of religion, the humour of the people becoming dan« 
gerous, and the more earnest among the Reformers in- 
sisting on being heard. In a sermon before the king, 
J^^ilgy Ridley had spoken of the distress to which 

S^^Se ^'^® spoliation of public charities had reduced 
Sste^of* the London poor. Edward sent for him af- 
the people, tcrwards, thanked him for what he had said, 
and asked him what should be done. Too wise to re- 
fer such a question to the council, the bishop said that 
the corporation of the city were the best persons to 
consult with, and Edward wrote a letter to Sir Richard 
February. Dobbs, the mayor, with which Ridley charged 
tionof'Lo^ himself. The corporation, in the last few 

don redeem iii •/» ii ^.'.i 

In part the ycars, had shown m lavourabie contrast with 
council. the government. While the dependents of 
Somerset and Northumberland were appropriating and 
absorbing hospitals and schools, the Lord Mayor and* 
aldermen had founded others at their own expense ; 
and now, on the invitation of the king, they proceeded 
in the same direction with more effective energy. The 
chTist's House of the Grey Friars was repaired and 
Thomas's, " refitted for the education of poor children, 
thoiomew'8 Under the name of Christ's Hospital. St. 
founded Thomas's Hospital, which had been sup- 
endo^d. pressed, was purchased by the corporation fof 
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the reception of the impotent and diseased poor. St. 
Bartholomew's was surrendered by the crown into the 
mayor's hands, with fresh endowments; and the royal 
palace of Bridewell, a little later, with the estate 
which had belonged to the Hospital of the Savoy, was 
made over as a workhouse for able-bodied labourers 
out of employ.^ 

Not to be left too far behind by the citizens, the gov- 
ernment exerted themselves in the same direction. An 
act was passed in parliament for the coUec- paruament 
tion of alms for the poor in every parish. SJS?or°8o!r 
The contributions were nominally voluntary, c**!"^®""- 

1 Holinshed. Stow's Survey of London. Bridewell was granted by the 
crown at the particular entreaty of Ridley, whose characteristic letter to 
Cecil on the subject survives. 

Good Mr. Cecil, 
I. must be a suitor to you in our master Christ*s cause. I beseech you 
be good unto him. The matter is, sir, alas, he hath lyen too long abroad, as 
you do know, without lodging, in the streets of London, both hungry, nak€d, 
and cold. Now thanks be unto Almighty God, the citizens are willing to 
refresh him, and to give him both meat, drink, clothing, and firing. But 
alas, sir, they lack lodging for him ; for iu some one house they say they 
tre fain to lodge three families under one roof. Sir, there is a wide large 
house of the King's Majesty's called Bridewell, that would wonderful well 
serve to lodge Christ in, if he might find such good friends in the court as 
would procure in his cause. Surely, I have so good an opinion in the 
Kjng's Majesty, that if Christ had such faithful and hearty friends th^ 
would heartily speak for him, he should undoubtedly speed at the King's 
Majesty's hands. Sir, I have promised my brethren the citizens in this 
matter to move you, because I take you for one that feareth God, and 
would not that Christ should lie no more abroad in the street. There is a 
rumour that one goeth about to buy that house of the King's Majesty, and 
to pull it down. If there be any such thing, for God's sake speak you in 
our Master's cause. I have written unto Mr. Gates more* at large in this 
matter. I join you with him, and all that look for Christ's benediction in the 
latter day. If Mr. Cheke was with you, in whose recovery God be blessed, 
I would surely make him in this behalf one of Christ's special advocates, 
or rather one of his principal proctors ; and surely I would not be said nay. 
And thus I wish you in Christ ever well to fare. From my house at Ful* 
ham this present Sunday. Tours m Christ, 

—Lantehwne MSS, 3. Kia Lovdos 

TOL. T. M 
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but pajinent might be enforced by the reproofs ot tha 
clergy, the censures of the Church, and by punishment 
at the discretion of the bishop.^ The scandalous frauds 
in the manufacture of woollen cloth having injured the 
credit of the trade,^ the sheep-farming no longer yielded 
its disproportionate profits ; the tillage question could, 
therefore, be taken up again with a chance of success. 
Commissioners were appointed to hold district courts, 
to empanel juries, and compel the owners to bring 
their recent pastures under the plough.^ The Flan- 
ders Jews having made the government susceptible 
statute of o^ money questions, they passed a statute of 
usury. usury, which formed a curious complement to 

their general administration of the finances. By the 
9th of the 37th of Henry VIII., the legal interest to 
money was limited to ten per cent. "But this was 
not meant," it was«ow declared,* " as if to allow usury, 
which was a thing unlawful," " a vice most odious and 
detestable ; " but only " for the avoiding of more ill and 
inconvenience that before that time was used ; " and 
since a sense of their duties in this matter " could by 
no godly teaching and persuasion sink into the hearts 
of divers greedy, uncharitable, and covetous * persons," 
it was decreed that thenceforward no interest of any 
kind should be demanded or given upon any loan, un- 
der pain of forfeiture, imprisonment, and fine. 

So far all had gone smoothly. On other matters the 
Commons were more suspicious and less tractable. 
The forfeiture of the estates of the Duke of Somerset 
gave occasion to a sharp debate. A Protestant heresy 
bill, introduced " for the protection of the king's sub- 
jects fi'om such heresies as might happen by strangen 

1 5 Edward YI. cap. 2. > Ibid. cap. 6. 

* Ibid. cap. 5. Ibid. cap. 20. 
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dwelling among them," was referred to a committee 
of bishops ; but fell through and was lost.^ Northum- 
berland, intending to appropriate the estates An act to 
of the bishopric of Durham, brought in a bill BWio^of ° 
to deprive Tunstal, on a charge of treason, rejected by 

di 1 . 'i^ (* r^ » • the House of 

succeeded, in spite or Cranmer s opposi- commous. 

tion, in carrying it through the Lords. The Lower 
House, however, required that Tunstal's accusers 
should be brought face to face with him, and that he 
should be heard in his defence, which for many reasons 
would be inconvenient. The duke, therefore, with- 
drew his bill, and proceeded by commission, March, 
which did the work for him less scrupulously, \& depriveS 
but did not improve his reputation. Cran- mkte^^*^°™' 
mer refused to sit, and the Bishop of Durham was de- 
posed by a court composed of laymen. 

Still more significant was the treatment which a 
new statute of treason received in the House The com- 
of Commons. As the administration became J^e^aso™ 
more detested, incendiary pamphlets and ^^* 
handbills multiplied, and it was desired to restore in 
some degree the sharp discipline of the last reign. 
The Lords again complied.^ The Commons rejected 
the government measure, and drew another of their 
own.^ In the absence of a copy of the rejected bill, it 
is impossible to say what it contained ; it may be con- 
jectured, however, with some certainty, that it did not 
contain a clause which appears in the act as it was 

1 Lords JoumalSf 5 and 6 Edward YI. 

2 It is easy to see why : there were but forty-seven lay peers who had 
Aeats In this parliament; thirty-one was the fullest attendance during this 
session, the Catholic lords systematically absenting themselves. The coun- 
cil and their friends, therefore, being pimctually at their seats, and having 
bishops of their own creation at their backs, were certain in almost all caf>ec 
of a majority. 

* Commons JcvrnaU^ d and 6 Edward YI 
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finally passed, a clause providing that no person shoald 
in future be attainted or convicted of treason under 
that or any other statute, unless the charges in the 
indictment should have been first proved in the pres- 
ence of the accused by two witnesses at least.^ 

Northumberland's endeavours to fill the vacant seats 
April. in the House with wise and discreet persons 

Parliament , , 

i8 dissolved, had been too successful. The composition 
did not please him, and on the 15th of April the first 
parliament of Edward VI. was dissolved. 

Outward events, however, continued to favour him, 
Affirfwof tempting him to believe himself irresistible, 
®«^"^yv and leading him on to the fatal step which 
for the moment made shipwreck of the Reformation. 
The English council had refused the application of 
Duke Maurice and the princes of the League for 
assistance. They had declined to take part in a move- 
ment which was to break the power of Charles V. in 
Germany forever, and give peace for three quarters 
of a century to the Lutheran churches. Magdeburg 
still held out ; but the secret of Maurice's intentions 
was so well kept that, although Charles suspected him 
of voluntary negligence, he seems to have entertained 
no serious misgivings about him. He had spies in the 
duke's camp ; but his spies played him false, or were 

m 

1 " Provided always, and be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, that 
BO person shall be indicted, arraigned, condemned, convicted, or attainted 
for any treasons that now be, or hereafter shall be, which shall hereafter be 
perpetrated, committed, or done, unless the same offender or offenders b« 
ttiereof accused by two lawful accusers, which said accusers, at the time of 
the arraignment of the party accused, if they be then living, shall be 
brought in person before the party so accused, and avow and maintain that 
that they have to say against the said party, to prove him guilty of the 
treason or offences contained in the bill of indictment laid against the 
party arraigned/' — 5 and 6 Edward, cap. xi. sec. 9. The act conf:ainiiig 
this 8alu^.ary order was repealed by the Ist of Mary, or the reform of thft 
English treason law would have been antedated by a century. 
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diemselves deceived; and while Maurice was corre- 
sponding with England and France, and making prepa- 
rations for a general revolt, the Emperor, in fancied 
security, had arranged to go to Innspruck, to be in the 
neighbourhood of the Council of Trent, when the 
Protestant representatives should present themselves 
there in the course of the winter. 

On leaving Augsburg, Charles ventured on a measure 
of imprudent intimidation. His inability to en- August. 

/.IT • I • 1 • Charles V., 

force the Interim there, even m his own pres- before 

leaving 

ence, and mider his own eyes, had exasperated Augsburg, 
him. On the 26th of August the Bishop of Arras sent 
for the Protestant clergy ; accused them briefly Expels the 
of disobedience to the Imperial rescripts ; and ciergy. 
requiring them to take an oath to depart out of Ger- 
many, he ordered them at once, and without an hour's 
delay, to leave their houses and the town. In vain 
they appealed to the law, and claimed the privileges 
of citizens. They were driven out, and Sir Richard 
Morryson, writing from the spot, describes the con- 
sequences of this high-handed tyranny. " Men do 
much marvel," he wrote to the council, " that M. 
d' Arras durst venture to do this ; more, that he durst 
do it at this time ; more than all, that the Emperor 
would consent to a thing that so easily might have 
turned him, his court,, yea, his whole city, to trouble j 
but what doth greedy ambition stick at, or what doth 
not desperate desire force men to attempt ? The Em- 
peror's friends be fleeting again, his enemies ready to 
do their worst; he must, therefore, make friends of 
Julius 111., his surety so long as it lasteth. He must 
io displeasure to as many as he may, so his friend 
Julius be thereby pleased. The wound is yet green, 
and not so felt as perhaps it will be fv^hen time and 
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trouble shall lay open the multitude and greatness of 
Theinbabi- these meu's miseries. Men and women are 
Irtrate?^^'" at this present so astounded at the whole ol 
^**^ their misery that they have no leisure to 

peruse the parts thereof. There be few shops but 
some men or women be seen weeping in them ; fe\\ 
streets but there be men in plumps, that look as they 
had rather do worse than suffer their present thraldom. 
On Friday last there were about a hundred women 
at the Emperor's gates, howling, and asking in theii 
outcries where they should christen their children, oi 
whether their children not christened should be taken 
as heathen dogs. They would have gone to the Em- 
peror's hbuse, but our Catholic Spaniards kept them 
out, reviling them. The papist churches have for all 
this no more customers than they had — not ten of the 
townsmen in some of their greatest synagogues. The 
churches are locked up ; the people sit weeping at 
home, and do say they will beg among Protestants, 
rather than live in wealth where they must be papists. 
Babes new born lie unchristened ; they will have no 
Latin christening." ^ 

The German troops mutinied ; they were " almost 
all wont to go to the Protestant ser\'ice, and talked 
madly of the banishment of their preachers." ^ Fresh 
companies of Spaniards were brought into the town, 
and the Germans marched beyond the walls. 

Having lighted the match with his own hands, the 
And Charles Empcror set out for Innspruck, leaving Mau- 
inSpruc?. rice behind him to follow out his own plana 
at his leisure. The Italian quarrel had expanded, and 

I Monyson and Wotton to the Council: M8, Cypher^ September 1, State 
Paper Office. 
* Same to same: Ibid. 
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war with France was now openly declared. The 
Turkish fleet, as in the old times of Francis, came 
down into the Mediterranean as the allies of France ; 
a Turkish army again threatened Hungary ; and in the 
same spirit and in the same policy the Maurice 
French court concluded a secret league with cretamSot 
the Protestant princes. Maurice undertook ^i^^i^"^™*- 
to keep Charles in play with fair words till the mo- 
ment came to strike, and, with the spring, the French 
troops were to enter Germany. 

Over the thin crust of the mine which was to burst 
under their feet, the Council of Trent recom- September. 
menced their sessions on the 1st of Septem- of'thTcou^n. 
her. The Italian and Spanish bishops were J^om^"^"' 
duly in their places ; the German Catholics ™®°<'®- 
were reported as on the w^ay ; the Diet had undertaken 
for the appearance of the Lutherans ; the French bish- 
ops had not come, and nothing was known of them. 
France was the point to which the eyes of the fathers 
were most anxiously turning. If France was true to 
the Church, her differences with the Emperor could be 
soon composed, and all would be well. But France, 
if the eldest child of the Church, was also the prodi- 
gal child, forgetful of her duties to her parent. Instead 
of bishops, there came a letter from the The French 

__, , , - - , - bishops are 

Kmg, addressed to the assembly — not as notper- 
eoncilium^ a holy council with authority ; but attend. 
as conventus^ a convention of mere human individuals. 
With many doubts they turned the covering over be- 
fore they would acknowledge the irreverent despatch 
with reading it.^ When the seal was broken they 

1 The Spanish bishops were for refusing altogether. As a middle course, 
Ihe French ambassador was invited to request as a favour that the lettM 
might be received, but the ambassador, with the utmost politeness, said, 
)hat he had no commission. At last a learned prelate suggested that, i/ 
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found professions of the utmost devotion to the Churchi 
but a regret that the GalUcan prelates would not be 
able to attend. 

The terms on which the Lutherans were to be ad • 
mitted were still unsettled. To the Pope, Charles had 
promised that they should appear as criminals. To 
Maurice he had said ambiguously that the council 
Maurice de- shoald be free. On this point Maurice made 
the Luther- his first opcu movc. He now demanded that 
BhaUhave the Protcstaut theologians should speak and 

votes io the , , , 

council^ vote with the Catholic bishops, and that the 
Scriptures should be the one single rule of the contro- 
versy. ^ Further, although Charles had promised the 
Protestants that their persons should be in no danger, 
the burning of Huss by the Council of Constance 
Patheraat*^^ showcd that Catholic prelates held ordinary 
Trent shall engagements lightly when they had a chance 

also counter* o o o •/ J 

sign their of destroying a heretic. Maurice had a copv 

safe-con- ./ o rj 

duct. taken, therefore, of the safe-conduct extorted 

by Huss's followers from the Synod of Bale, and he 
forwarded a dupUcate for the signature of the fathers 
at Trent. 

The first step was followed instantly by a second. 
October. Unpermitted by the Emperor, he made terms 
Ma^^^rg^ with Magdeburg, conceding, under a show of 
Is raised. f^^^ words, cvcry point for which the cit;y 
was contending ; and the garrison immediately took 
NoTcmber. scrvicc in Mauricc's own army.^ Next, 
Lutheran having SO far thrown off the mask, he sent 

they refused a letter which was addressed to them as a convention, they 
could not decently receive communications from the Germans, who called 
them concilium malignantium ; and on the whole, therefore, it was derided 
to read. — Pallavicino. 

1 Mont to the Council : M8, Germany^ bundle 15, State Paper (^ce. 
Grompare Sleidan. 

> The terms of submission were not generally made known, but th* 
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R formal demand for the liberation of the princwipeti. 
Landgrave of Hesse; the Elector Palatine, liberation of 
the Duke of Mecklenburg, the King of Den- grave, 
mark, Albert of Brandenburg, and Berdinand of Aus- 
tria, attaching their signatures to the petition. 

The Emperor still affected to be blind to Maurice's 
attitude. It was his policy to avoid seeing what, if 
forced upon him, he would be obliged to resent, and, 
resenting, was for the moment unable to punish. 
About the Landgrave he answered vaguely neither 
yes nor no. On this and other matters he could speak 
best, he said, in person, and he desired that Maurice 
would follow him to Innspruck : meantime, the am- 
bassadors of the Lutheran states — among TheLuther- 
them Sleidan the historian — presented them- JSreapJSJ 
selves at Trent to request the safe-conduct ** ^'®°'' 
for the divines, and to settle the terms on which these 
divines were to be present. The differences between 
the intentions of one party and the expectations of the 
other became at once apparent. The ambassadors 
gave in a series of propositions on which The different 
their representatives expected to be heard. ^J^pa/tiS* 
The papal legates wondered at the indecency 5ker/to 
of a desire to argue where the only fit course mJSSe 
was submission. The safe -conduct was themseires. 
drawn and signed; but it was altered from the Bche- 
mian pattern, and the ambassadors would not receive 
it. The Archbishop of Toledo, who was acting for 
the Emperor, endeavoured to persuade them ; but he 

truth was felt before it was acknowledged. A letter from Hamburg to the 
English council, on the 4th of November, says: "The city of Magdeburg 
hath taken good success in this treaty. They have a joyful peace. Duke 
Maurice is their defender, and hath taken all the soldiers of the city and 
camp to serve him." — John Brigantine to the Council: MS. Germvm 
bundle 15, SUte Paper Office. 
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could only prevail upon them to refer to Maurice, and 
Maurice ordered them to stand to their demands, and 
Thefothers "^^ ^^ yield an inch. Fearful of provoking 
iSfthe*** ^^^ Emperor, the fathers consented to grant 
demand ^^ ambassadors a private audience, in which 
hiformauy. ^]^g Lutheran views could be generally stated.^ 
The ambassador of Wurtemburg required a reconsti- 
tution of the council ; the Pope, he said, was a party 
to the suit, and was no fit judge in his own cause. 
The ambassador of Saxe insisted most on the safe- 
conduct, with an express allusion to Constance and the 
declaration of the bishops there that faith need not be 
kept with heretics.^ The so-called heretics, he said, 
further, must be admitted to vote ; the past resolutions 
of the council must be reconsidered where they were 
at variance with the Confession of Augsburg. Finally, 
he desired to know what was to be said of the other 
resolution of the Council of Constance, that a council 
was above a Pope. This last question, says Pallavi- 
The council is ciuo, drove the fathers at once among the 
shipwreck, rccfs and breakers, of which Clement VII. 
long before had warned the Emperor. 

Thus the time wore away till March, when the 
match had burnt to the powder. Maurice moved on 
The French Augsburff, which Opened its gates to him. 
gundy. A French army appeared on the Rhine, and 
Protestant Germany was once more openly in arms. 

Panic-stricken a second time, the bishops at Trent 
The council melted like the snow before the returning 
***^^^®*' sun. Maurice, after restoring the expelled 

- Sleidan. • 

3 FallavicuK) exclaims angrily that the bishops at Constance declared 
nothing of the kind. They ruled only that safe-conducts granted by tem- 
poral princes did not bind ecclesiastical judges. The modern Romanist 
wiU, perhaps, decline all defence of a coudcil which he regards as hal/ 
h^*^ical. 
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preachers, summoned a Diet to meet at Passau in July ; 
and while the French took possession of Verdun and 
Metz, he himself, with the Duke of Mecklenburg, made 
his way by rapid marches into the Tyrol. Charles 
had invited him to Innspruck, and to Inn- And Maurice 

* ^ marches on 

spruck he would go. The mountain passes innspruck. 
were fortified, but the hatred of the Tyrolese for 
the Spaniards was so intense, that they offered their 
services as guides, and betrayed the defences. The 
detachments which had been set to guard them were 
cut in pieces ; and so swift were the movements of the 
German army, that the first intimation which Charles 
received that they had left Augsburg, was the sound 
of their guns but a few miles distant. It was said that 
a mutiny among the Lanzknechts delayed the last ad- 
vance of Maurice, or the Emperor would have been a 
prisoner. It was said, also, that Maurice was unwill- 
ing to burden himself with so considerable a captive ; 
*' he had no cage large enough for such a bird." But 
Charles, to save himself, had to fiy through a ^ay. 
midnight storm. He himself weak with gout, ^ mS^^he 
in a litter, his court with such comforts as J^li^pruc^ « 
they could carry on their backs and no more, pi"°<ie«»^- 
made their way in the darkness through the mountain 
valleys and across the swollen streams to the Venetian 
frontier. Maurice did not follow. He gave his troops 
the plunder of the Imperial palace ; for himself, it was 
enough to know that he had broken the spell which 
threatened Germany with slavery. In July he dic- 
tated the terms of the pacification of Passau ; j^iy 
and the Emperor, at war with France, with ten^tuSr«M 
the Turks in the Mediterranean, and the J^thfe'^^e 
council for which he had so long laboured of^*^^'*- 
scattered to all the winds, gave up battle with the Ref« 
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ormation. The Landgrave and John Frederick were se* 
free. The Confession of Augsburg was again acknowl 
edged. The Imperial chamber was reorganized as the 
Protestants had so long demanded. These points, few 
but vital, satisfied the moderate desires of the Lutheran 
princes ; and making up his mind to leave them 
thenceforward unmolested in their freedom, Charles 
directed his remaining strength upon France. 

Broken as he was, England was now finally safe 
The decune from the Emperor. In his present weakness, 
of Charles whatcvor party were dominant in England, 
Northum- Puritau, Anglicau, or Papist, Charles V. 
tamper with would equally be compelled to recognize 
giontothe them, so long as he had France upon his 
erown. hauds ; he would not only have to treat with 

them with courtesy, but be glad to accept their sup- 
port. The opportunity was inviting. It tempted the 
Duke of Northumberland into dreams which, so long 
as Charles was powerful, he would not have dared to 
contemplate. 

But, before I pass to the last phase of the Protestant 
state of administration, I must say something of the 
Ireland. fortunes which during all this time had be- 
fallen Ireland. The men who had run so strange a 
course at home, had produced results no less astonish- 
ing in the sister country. 

The Celtic and Celto-Norman chiefs, with whom 
anarchy was chronic and peace the least endurable of 
calamities, had for the last five years of the reign of 
Henry VIII., under the mild rule of Sir Antliony St. 
Leger, remained in comparative quiet. The isolation 
of England in the midst of enemies, the French inva- 
sion in 1545, the internecine war with the Scots, had 
^iven them excellent opportunities for insurrection. 
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But tlie temptation left them unaffected. Companies 
of gallowglass served in Henry's camp at Boulogne, 
and even in Leinster and Connaught there was a 
longer respite from murder and pillage than those 
provinces had experienced since the conquest. 

Some part of his success St. Leger owed to himself, 
but he owed more to fortune. The reins ^^ Anthony 
were placed in his hands when, after a series yJu^Jy^ 
of defeats, the Irish lords had gone to Lon- f^^^ 
don, and had seen for the first time in their S*J5p?J^ 
lives the wealth and resources of the country c^nciJding* 
against which they had struggled ; when J^ Jj "*• 
they had been rewarded with peerages for "^^'^yv^f- 
the trouble which they had occasioned, and had been 
permitted to appropriate, on easy terms, the estates of 
the Irish monasteries. 

The spoliation for a time compromised their ortho- 
doxy, and committed them to English interest. It 
was not till Henry was gone that Ireland resumed her 
natural appearance. The policy of St. Leger had 
been " to make things quiet ; " ^ to overlook small of- 
fences so long as the general order was unbroken, and 
to be contented if each year the forms of law could be 
pushed something deeper beyond the borders of the 
Pale. His greatest success had been in prevailing 
upon an O'Toole to accept the decent dignity of 
Sheriff of Wicklow. As a further merit, and a great 
one, he had governed economically. While the home 
exchequer was so heavily strained, the Deputy of Ire- 
land had made but few applications for money — con- 
ciliation was cheaper than force, and he had been 
happy in having to deal with a set of ciixjumstancea 

1 Edward Walsh to the Duke of Northumberland: iridi MS8. Edward 
VL Vol. IV. State Paper Office. 
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which enabled him to conciliate. His maxim had 
been — Ireland for the Irish ; he had recommended 
Henry to return to the old plan of appointing an Irish 
deputy, and he had especially recommended the Earl 
of Ormond.^ He had naturally not pleased every one. 
The all-censorious Chancellor Allen had occasionally 
found something to condemn, and even with Ormond 
the deputy had not always been on terms ; but so long 
as Henry lived, good management and good fortune 
combined on the whole in his favour, and his term of 
gi)vernment was creditable and happy. 

But the reform gusts which were borne across St. 
But the George's Channel on the accession of the 
rofo*S2^ child king, swept the strings of the Irish harp, 
fe*Edwa?^'8 and woke the old music. " If the Lords of 
kindifthe the Council," sighed a latter deputy, "had 
old fires. letten all things alone in the order King 
Henry left them, and meddled not to alter religion, the 
hurley-burleys had not happened." ^ But the Protec- 
tor's mission to regenerate the world, the pillaged 
cathedrals, the emptied niches, and the whitewash 3d 
church walls, rapidly stirred the jealousies of a passionate 
and susceptible people, and gave the chiefs, who by this 
time had made themselves secure in their new proper- 
ties, an opportunity for the display of their remaining 
devotion. 

St. Leger, the pilot of the calm, was unequal to the 
St. Lef?eris hurricanc which instantly arose. He was 
i7?ute;ded^ recalled, and his place was taken by Sur 
wI^'b^'- Edward Bellingham. 
ungham. ^hc tourfst who has visited Athlone may 

1 Correspondence of St. Leger: State Papers^ Vol. III. 
« Sir James Crofts to the Council: Irish M88. Edward VI. Vo . IV 
State Paper Office. 
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remember, on the edge of the town, a half-ruined castle, 
on which the letters E. R. [Edwardus Rex] stand out 
in high and distinct relief. It is one of the few survi\r- 
ing memorials of the brief administration of a remark- 
able man. 

Edward BelHngham, brought up originally by the 
Duke of Norfolk, attracted, in 1540, the notice of 
Henry VIII., and was employed by him from that time 
forward in various secondary services. He was in 
Hungary with Sir Thomas Seymour when the Turks 
were at Pesth. He had been on a diplomatic mission 
at Brussels. He was in Wallop's army at Landrecy, 
and afterwards with the Earl of Surrey at Boulogne. 
His most distinguished achievement hitherto had been 
when, as Lieutenant of the Isle of Wight, he repulsed 
the attacks of the French in 1545. 

When he arrived at Dublin the English Pale was 
fringed with a line of fire. The Irish har- Beiiingham 

1 1 •< 1 • j_ i^ .1 T /» finds Ireland 

bours swarmed with pirates. Cathouc reiu- ripe for a 
gees, disfrocked monks, thieves, outlaws, Ss"u^c«on. 
vagabonds, had poured across the Channel, and, under 
the decent cloak of sufferers for religion, were dispersed 
among the castles of the Irish. French and Scottish 
agents had followed, with plans for a French invasion, 
for the restoration of Gerald Fitzgerald, for the fortifi- 
cation of the Skerries, and the maintenance there in 
permanence of a French fleet.^ 

1 Irish M8S. Edward VI. Vols. I. and II. State Paper Office. Among 
other French emissaries came John de Monluc, Bishop of Valence, accom- 
panied by young James Melville, then a boy of fourteen. The editor of 
Melville's manuscript misprinted the date of the visit, representing it ai 
having taken place in 1545; the real date is 1547-48. Melville represents 
Edward as being on the English throne, and the bishop*s arrival is spoken 
of in the State Correspondence. In spite of scandal, I mu«t borrow a page 
from the story. 

** John de Monlic, Bishop of Orleans, was sent ambassador ^itf FraPM 
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To repress the insurgents who were m the field, to 
without Tio- prevent the spread of conspiracy, to maintain 
iSS?A?toi to the authority of the government, Bellingham 
^bduIJtiie* had no more than 900 English men-at-arms, 
disorders, ^^^ gQQ jjgjj|. j^jgj^ horse ; and it is enough to 

to the queen-mother of Scotland, sister of the Duke of Guise ; and when 
the said ambassador was to return to France, it pleased the queen-mother 
to send me with him. But the said bishop went first to Ireland, com- 
manded thereto by the king his master's letter, to know more particularly 
the motion and likelihood of the offer made by O'Neil, 0*Donnell, O'Doch- 
art, and O' Carrol), willing to shake off the yoke of England, and ^come 
subject to the King of France. We shipped for Ireland in the month of 
January. We were storm sted by the way at a little isle for seventeen 
days ; and after great danger of the ship and our lives, we entered Loch 
Foyle in Ireland, upon Shrove Tuesday. Ere we landed we sent one 
George Paris, who had been sent to Scotland by the great O'Neil and his 
associates, who landed at the house of a gentleman who had married 
O'Dochart's daughter, dwelling at the side of a lake; who came to oar ship 
and welcomed us, and conveyed us to his house, where we rested that 
night. The next morning O'Dochartcame and conveyed us to his house, 
which was a great dark tower, where we had cold cheer, as herring and 
biscuit, for it was Lent. There finding two English grey friars who had 
fled out of England, the said friars perceiving the bishop to look very 
kindly to O'Dochart's daughter, who fled from him continually, they 
brought with them a woman who spoke English to be with him ; which 
harlot being kept quietly in his chamber, found a little glass within a case 
standing in a window, for the coffers were all wet with the sea waves that 
fell into the ship during the storm. She, believing it had been ordained to 
be eaten because it had an odoriferous smell, therefore she licked it clean 
out, which put the bishop in such a rage, that he cried out for impatience, 
discovering his harlotry and his choler in such a sort as the friars fled and 
the woman followed. But the Irishmen and his own servants did laugh at 
the matter: for it was a vial of the most precious balm that grew in Egypt, 
which Solyman, the Great Turk, had given in a present to the said bishop 
after he had been two years ambassador for the Kling of France in Turkey, 
and was esteemed worth 2000 crowns. In the time that we remained at 
O'Dochart's house, his young daughter, Who fled from the bishop, came 
and sought me wherever I was, and brought a priest with her who could 
ipeak English ; and offered, if I would marry her, to go with me wherever 
I pleased. I gave her thanks, but told her I was but young, and had no 
wtate, and was bound for France. 

" Now the ambassador met in a secret part with O'Neil and his associ* 
ites, and heard their offers and overtures. And the Patriarch of Ireland 
iid meet him there, who was a Scotchman born, and was blind of both hia 
tyea, and yet had been divers times at Rome by post. He did great hon- 
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MKjr fin* him, that with this small force he accomplished 
his task. The State Paper Office contains many of 
his letters, notes, and loose memoranda. The hand* 
writing and the spelling are alike fiightful ; but the 
meaning, when at last arrived at, conveys an impres- 
sion of resolute strength, unequalled in any other 
despatches of the time ; and the respect becomes in- 
telligible with which his name was ever mentioned even 
by the Irish themselves. 

For two years he governed. In that time he cut 
roads through forests, and made bo^^s passable. Bfakeartwdh 
Castles rose as it by magic in the dangerous forts, 
districts. The harbours were cleared, the outlaws 
banished, the chiefs not driven by cruelty, but drawn 
with a hand which they could not resist, into peace. 
O'Connor and O'More, two of the most troublesome, 
were caught, tried for treason, and their lands taken 
from them. But when BeUingham had made them feel 
that he was stronger than they, he restored O'Con- 
nor to liberty and his estates. The laws Andim- 
which interfered with the marriages of Eng- EST* 
lish and Irish, and forbade the inheritance of half- 
breeds, were relaxed or abolished ; while mere robbery, 
as distinct from political conspiracy, was inexorably 
punished. A party of high-bom marauders, who had 
committed an outrage in the Pale, took refuge in Tho- 
mond. O'Brien applied for their pardon, and O'Brien 
was one of the strongest of the Irish nobles. 

BeUingham answered him thus : — 

" Your assured friend warns you, if you niuatrattonf 
list so to take it. Of this one thing I wiU as- 2uSf°*" 
sure you, that those that will most entice you °*«*^®*- 



to tiw ambasBAdor, and conveyed him to see St. Patrick's purgatoiy, 
wliich is like an old coal-pit which had taken fire, by reason of the smolM 
that came out of the hole/' &c. — Memoin 0/ Sir Jamu MMUe^ p. 1ft. 
VOL. y. 25 
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to take other men's causes in hand, will be the fint 
that shall leave you if ye have need. As heretofora 
I have declared unto you, whatsoever he be that shall, 
with manifest invasion, enter, bum, and destroy the 
king's people, I will no more suffer it than to have my 
heart torn out of my body. When the king's subjects 
commit such offences, they are traitors and rebels, and 
so I will take them and use them. My Lord, this 
privilege I challenge, on the king my master's duty, 
that what of gentleness I require touching the king's 
affairs, it be taken and weighed as a commandment." ^ 

He advised that the offenders should be sent in upon 
the instant, and to advice so given it was prudent to 
submit. 

Lord Ormond had died, leaving his heir a minor in 
England. St. Leger, or some one about the council 
who took the Irish view of things, thought the presence 
of a chief of a clan indispensable for their good behav- 
iour, and sent him over. Bellingham protested. It 
would have been better, he said, to have kept him 
where he was, and brought him up with English habits. 
" Authority, it was thought, would not take place with- 
out him. I pray God," continued Bellingham, " rather 
these eyes of mine should be shut up than it should be 
proved true ; or that during the time of ULy deputation 
I should not make a horse-boy sent from me to do as 
much as anv should do that brought not good authority 
with him, how great soever they were in the land. I 
will not say it shall be the first day ; but in small time, 
God willing, it shall be done with ease." ^ 

There were few arrests ; no hangings, except of 

1 BeUinglMin to CBrien: /rM MBS. Edwud YL VoL I. State FapM 
Ofioe. 
«IbkL 
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thieyes or murderers, no forays or terrible examples — 
only the resolutely expressed will of a man who in- 
tended to be obeyed, and whom men found it wiser 
to obey than to provoke. " There was never deputy 
in the realm," wrote an Irish gentleman to the Pro- 
tector, " that went the right way as he doth, both for 
the setting forth of God's word and his honour, and 
the honour of the King's Majesty to his Grace's com- 
modity and the weal of his subjects." ^ One special 
point was noted of him : a friend of Cecil's, report- 
ing afterwards on the state of the country, said — 
" For the short time Mr. Bellingham had the ^^ -i^^, 
charge here he did exceeding much good, as dSfnot'Si 
all men report. He was a perfect good **• 
justicer, and departed hence with clean hands.'* 
With clean hands — the one man in public employment 
of whom perhaps such words could be used. His suc- 
cesses, so far as they can be seen, were chiefly due to 
the woodman, the roadmaker, and the mason. His 
universal system was to make the country passable, to 
build stout fortresses, and to place in them garrisons on 
whom he could depend ; and, this done, everything was 
done. The castle at Athlone overawed the line of the 
Shannon ; Sir Andrew Brereton was set down at 
Lecale with a colony of settlers within view of the 
Earl of Tyrone ; another stronghold was built in Ros- 
common, another at Cork; soldiers of Bellingham's 
own metal were placed in command, and that was 
enough. 

The Irish Council, unused to the presence of such a 
man, were troubled with him, especially as he went 

I Bkhard Brasier to the Protector: Iriak MSB. Edwwrd YL YoL I 

Paper Office. 
• Wood to Cecil: Iri$h MSS, Ibid. 
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his own way, careless of traditions, and not alway» 
spectful to objectors. Chancellor Allen, who had se^i 
other deputies fall into misfortune through neglect cS 
his advice, failed to understand that, while he had a 
right to guide those who were less wise than himself, 
his business was to obey Sir Edward BeUingham ; still 
less could Allen comprehend why Sir Edward, when 
he obtruded his opinion, should " viKpend him." 

** My Lord Deputy," he said, " is the best man of 
Theirtoh ^ war that ever I saw in Ireland, having since 
SSd'^SSt his coming hither done more service to the 
with him, j^jjjg ^jjg^jj ^j^g done — after the repressing of 

the Geraldines — in all the king's father's lifetime, not- 
withstanding all his charges." " Nevertheless," the 
Except that Chancellor complained, " it is as well to have 
iuow"hem no council. He doth all himself. They be 
wito «it^ but a shadow, as a corpse without life or spirit 
EJfa dit^ He doth all himself, and no man dare say the 
mined to do. contrary, except sometimes little I, and that 
seldom. Nay, he saith at times that the king hath not 
so great an enemy in Ireland as the council is ; and if 
they were hanged, it were a good turn. Sometimes, 
when he committeth a man in anger to ward, he wiU 
say * Content thyself, for I do no worse to thee than I 
will do to the best of the council if he displease me.' " * 
Yet Allen had a true eye for merit; he had seen 
others in Bellingham's place filling their own coffers — 
making parties among the Irish, and lending themselves 
to the worst vices of the country. But BeUingham was 
pure. The Chancellor admitted that he could see but 
one fault in him — that he sought " to rule alone." * 

1 AUen to the Ooimdl in Londcm: Iri$k MSB. Edward VI. VoL L 
Paoer Office. 
' Ibid. 
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In the change of religion — since a change there wm 
to be — the deputy proceeded with the same firmness ; 
and although wilder task was never imposed on any 
man than the introduction of Protestantism with a high 
hand among the Irish, even here he was not wholly 
unsuccessful. Fitzwilliam, a priest of St. Patrick's, and 
a personal friend of the deputy, said mass there after 
it was prohibited. "Mr. Fitzwilham," he Hemaiwiiio 
wrote, " where I am informed that you have bitwn** 
gone about to infringe the King's Majesty's 2S^!°* 
injunctions, being moved of charity, I require ^liu^Sbly 
you to omit so to do, and by authority I com- **^* ^^' 
mand you, as a thing that may not be suffered, you 
incite nor stir no such schism amongst the king's faith- 
ful and Christian subjects ; for, if you do, as by likeli- 
hood you are incited to do it, thinking, through friend- 
ship, it shall be overpassed in your behalf, trust me, as 
they say commonly, it shall not go with you." ^ Sir 
Edward was obeyed, being a man to whom disobedi- 
ence was difficult ; only it seems he gave no encourage- 
ment to the preachers. It was enough if He does not 
the literal injunctions of the home govern- preuui^. 
ment were observed, without consigning the pulpits to 
voluble rhetoricians who turned their congregations into 
swarms of exasperated hornets.^ 

1 Allen to the Council in London: Irish MS 8, Edward YI. Vol. I. Stat« 
Paper Office. 

s St Leger, at the end of 1549, informed the council ** that there had 
been but one sermon made in the country for three years, and that by the 
Bishop of Meath." — MS, Ibid. That one experiment was enough to deter 
Belliugham from encouraging a second. The bishop, after the first vent- 
ure had been made, wrote a piteous account of the prospects of Protestant- 
ism, and of his own prospects, if he persisted. 

^ After most hearty commendation, in like manner I thanV you for your 
letter, and where by the same ye wished me to be defended from ill tongues 
— r*f utpotius optahVis qttam qteranda, Te have not heard such rumoun 
M it here all the countiy OT«r againat me, as my firiends doth ahaw aa. 
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Thas, after he had been in Ireland a year and a hal^ 
Goodgorern- Walter Cowlej, the Clerk of the Crown^ 
?^g^ was able to congratulate Bellingham on hav- 
SSSd^aa ^"g doubled " the king's possessions, power, 
eiBewhere. obedience, and subjects in the realm, in re- 
spect as it was at his arrival.'* " The king having a 
force in each quarter of the country, will they or nill. 
they," Cowley said, " the people must obey ; " and if 
only " they could now be also put from idleness," " if 
they could be compelled to inhabit and fall to hus- 
bandry to put away their assemblies in harness, and 
eake delight in wealth and quiet, Ireland in a little time 
would be as obedient and quiet as Wales. 

One gentlewoman, unto whom I did christen a man child which beareth 
my name, came in great council to a friend of mine, desiring how she might 
find means to change her child^s name. And he asked her why? and she 
said, because I would not have him bear the name of an heretic A gentle- 
man dwelling nigh unto me forbade his wife, which would have sent her 
child to be confirmed by me, so to do, saying, his child should not be con- 
firmed by him that denied the sacrament of the altar. A friend of mine 
rehearsing at the market that I would preach the next Sunday, divers 
answered they would not come thereat, lest they should learn to be heretics. 
One of the lawyers declared to a multitude that it was great pity that I was 
lot burned, for if I preached heresy, so was I worthy therefore ; and if I 
preached right, yet was I worthy, for that I kept the truth from knowledge. 
This gentleman loveth no sodden meat, nor can skill but only of roasting. 
One of our judges said to myself that, it should be proved in my face that 
I preached against learning. A beneficed man of mine own promotion 
came unto me weeping, and desired that he might declare his mind unto 
me without my displeasure. I said, I was well content. My Lord, said 
he, before ye went last to Dublin, ye were the best beloved man in youf 
diocese that ever came into it, and now ye are the worst beloved that ever 
came here. I asked wherefore. Why, said he, for ye have taken open 
part with the heretics, and preached against the sacrament of the altar, and 
deny saints, and will make us worse than Jews. If the county wist how, 
they wuuld eat you. He besought me to take heed of myself, for he feared 
wore than he durst tell me. He said, Ye have mo curses than ye havt 
hairs in your head ; and I advise you, for Christ*s sake, not to preach as I 
hear ye will do. Hereby ye may perceive what case I am in, but put all 
to God. And now, as mine especial friend, and a man to whom my heart 
beareth earnest afiection, I beseech you give me your advice, not writing 
yoor name for chance.*' — The Bishop of Meath to Sur Edward Bellinghams 
IfiA MSB, Edward YI. Vol. I. State Paper Offioe. 
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Unhappily for Ireland, perhaps fortunately iut \m 
own reputation, Sir Edward BeUingham, in BeiMnghMn 
the height of his success, was called away, it ^^^ 
would seem by illness. In the summer of 1549 his 
name disappears from among the State Papers. In the 
autumn he was dead. The effect was immediate. 
The chiefs felt the rein drop loose upon their necks ; 
French agents were again busy ; and in the interreg- 
num which followed, the Irish Council found them- 
selves less able to do without their master than their 
master had been able to dispense with them. Allen 
having with great difficulty induced the Earl of Des- 
mond to come to him, learnt that the country was in 
full relapse into disorder. " The rough handling of the 
late deputy," so Desmond said, had placed Theirish 
the chiefs " in despair " of being able to con- conspire, 
tinue their old habits. The natural hatred to the do- 
minion of an alien race, the peril of religion, the prom- 
ises of assistance from France and Scotland, with the 
opportunity created by the disorders in England, had 
led to a general combination through the whole isl- 
and.i 

The garrisons in the castles fell into loose habits 
when the master's eye was off them. Their wages 

1 ** I asked the earl what should be the cause of so great a combination 
of the wild Irish, and how long since the same had commenced. Where- 
«iQto he said the same conspiracy was concluded amongst them above a 
} ear past, only in the dread of the late deputy, which, with his rough 
handling of them, put them in such despair as they all conspired to join 
against him. To some others of council which I heard not he added the 
matter of religion. But, for my part, beside these causes, I judge they will 
the rather take the opportunity to execute their malice, hearing not only 
of the continuance of the outward wars and loss of our forts,' and specially 
of the late civil displeasures in England, but also hope and comfort and aid 
of the Scots, promised, as it is said, by the blind bishop that came froni 
Scotland out of Rome." — Sir John Allen to his brother; January, 155<^: 
IriA Mas. Edward VI. Vol. II State Paper Office. 
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had fallen into arrear, and thej became mntinoiis 
The^B^diA ^^^ profligate. There was " neither service 
Midiera fiiu nor communion within any of the walls, and 
disorder. as many women, it was said, as there were 
men."^ Even such of the Irish as professed to be 
loyal began to be " haughty and strange." A " hnge 
A French army " of French was expected to land in 
promised, the Spring of 1550; and, unless the home 
for. government could make peace with France, 

their rule in Ireland was once more likely to be near 
Peace with ^^ ®^^« ^^^ the pcacc, as has been related, 
pSr^nea ^^'^ made. The intrigues ceased, the Irish 
the danger, j^g^j ^^ longer hopcs from abroad, and Bel- 

lingham had done his work so eflectually, that without 
help they durst not stir. 

In August, St. Leger, the peace-maker, was restored 
August. to his place, and a new chapter in the admin- 
wtu^to istration of the country was about to com- 
iJJiSSd is to mence. Ireland had long been a drain upon 
Jj^®of the English finances. The stream was now to 
Slgiind,*** flow the other way, and, with an enchanter's 
tongw an waud waving over the mint, it was to become 
expense. ^^ abundant fountain of revenue. The Irish 
standard had been always lower than the English. 
When the English silver was eleven ounces fine to one 
of alloy, the Irish had been eight ounces fine to four of 
alloy. The mines in Wicklow and Arklo w having been 
brought again into working in the late reign, Henry 
VIII. had hoped that with the silver raised out of 
them, and with a mint upon the spot, the Irish govern- 
ment might at least pay their own expenses. But the 
plan had not yet come into operation ; the Irish money 

1 St Leger to the Council, September, 1560: IriA 488, Edward f1 
Vol. II. State Paper Office. 
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had latterly been coined in England ; and in the de- 
preciation in the last three years of the reign, the Irish 
standard had followed the English, the harp-groats, like 
the latest issues in England, being half pure and half 
alloy .^ On the conclusion of the peace with France, 
the experiment was to be tried on a grander scale. 

By a resolution of the English council, on the 8th of 
July, 1550, it was determined that a mint BMoiution 
should be forthwith established in Ireland, and estabifaih % 
that it should be let out to farm for twelve iiei&Dd; 
months on the following conditions : — 

1. That the king should be at no manner of charge, 
great or small. 

2. That the king should have thirteen shillings and 
fourpence clear out of every pound weight that should 
be coined. 

8. That the bullion to be coined should be provided 
from other countries, and not from England or Ireland. 

4. That by this means the sum of 24,000Z. from whtoh 

*' , the king 

at the least should be advanced to the King's Sj^gJ^J**^ 
Majesty within twelve months. y««- 

5. That the king should appoint a master of assays 
and a controller.^ 

An indenture was drawn, on the 9th of August, be- 
tween the council and Martin Perry, granting to Perry 
the management of the establishment on these terms ; 
the money to be made was to be four ounces fine with 
eight of alloy. The pound weight of silver, if coined 
at a pure standard, yielded forty-eight shillings ; with 
two-thirds of alloy, therefore, it would produce one 
hundred and forty-four ; ' and if the king was to make 

1 Suae Papers, Vol. III. p. 634. 
s Prvoy Cbtmcu Register^ MS, 

• See Ruding, Vol. II. p. 105. Bading, describing tlie indentara and tlM 
praportions of alloy, says that the pound weight was to be made into a 
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twenty-four thousand pounds by receiving thirteen 
shillings and fourpence on every seven pounds four 
shillings that were issued, three hundred thousand 
pounds' worth of base coin would be let out over the 
Irish people in a single year. 

Sir Edward Bellingham had shown the Irish one 
aspect of English administration. The home govern- 
ment were preparing to show them another. The seed 
8t.Leger'8 was sowu, the harvcst would be certain, and 
miniBtmtion not distant. It would not, however, be gath- 
cessfui. ered in by Sir Anthony St. Leger, whose foot- 
ing in the now swollen waters was almost instantly lost. 
The Lords of the Council, more anxious for the purity 
of the gospel than of the currency, charged St. Leger 
especially to keep pace with the movements in Eng- 
land. Vainly he protested that " he would sooner be 
'sent to Spain." They told him that he must go to Ire- 
land, there to follow his vocation of making rough 
things smooth. 

He went, and proceeded at once to follow his old 
He permits coursc of attempting to rule the Irish by 

the mass to , , 

be used, and pleasiug them. Amoug his first acts he 
present at it. permitted high mass to be said at Christ's 
Church, in Dublin, and was himself present at the 
service,^ " To make a face of conformity he put out 
proclamations " for the use of the Prayer-book ; but 
the Prayer-book was not used, and the disobedience 
was not noticed. The Archbishop of Dublin expostu- 

hundred and forty-foar groats ; in which statement, it seems, he mnat hmve 
mistaken the werd. The pound weight of pure silver would produce a, 
hundred and forty-four pure groats; but the two pounds of alloy, which 
he admits were added to it must have produced twice as many more. 

1 Sir Anthony, upon his '^rrivaI, went to the chief church of this nation, 
and there, after the old sort, offered to the altar of stone, to the great com- 
fMrt of his too many like ^^ists and the discouragement of the professon 
•f the gospel. — The Arcuoishop of Dublin to the English Council: Jrkk 
M88. Edward VI ^ol. III. State Paper Office. 
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lated. St Leger put him off with a ^' Go to, go tO| 
vour matters of religion will mar all; " and Hegi?wtht 
placed in his hands " a little book to read," ^"^JlJii^ 
which he found " so poisoned as he had never JJ}{h pSSon 
seen to maintain the mass, with transubstan- *"**• 
tiation and other naughtiness." ^ 

Bellingham's captains, too, troubled the new deputy 
with acting out their old instructions. Sir Beiiing- 
Aydrew Brereton, one of the best of them, dienr«rkiM 
had been a thorn in the side of the Earl theiiish. 
of Tyrone. No Bishop of Monluc, or other doubtful 
ecclesiastic, could land in Ulster but what Brereton 
had his eye on him ;^ no French emissary could leave 
Tyrone's castle but what Brereton would attempt to 
waylay him and relieve him of his despatches ; and ho 
had succeeded in intercepting one letter in which the 
earl invited a French invasion,^ and undertook especially 
to betray Brereton and destroy the Locale colony.* 

When the expectations from France came to noth- 
ing, the earl, unable to endure longer so in- September. 
suiting a surveillance, laid a claim to Brerfe- t^^^**' 
ton's lands, and sent a troop of kernes to S^slr** 
drive his cattle. The English commander, tS^toa 
waiting till they had commenced work, set *®°*^*<*>»« 
upon them, and cut half of them to pieces, two broth- 
ers of Tyrone being among the slain. 

St. Leger's system could not prosper with a Brere- 

1 Irish M88. Edward VI. Vol. HI. State Paper Office. 

3 ** Tyrone desired the French king to come with hie power, and if he 
would so prepare to do, to help him to drive out the Jewish Englishmen 
out of Ireland, who were such as did nothing to the country but cumber 
the same and live upon the flesh that was in it, neither observing fast-daya 
nor regarding the solemn devotion of the blessed mass or other ceremony 
of the church. The French king should find him, the earl, ready to help 
liim with his men and all the friends he could make." — Complaints of Sb 
Andrew Bereton: Ibid. 

•Ibid. 
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ton in command of troops. The Irish lords, who ap- 
preciated the merits of a depuiy who allowed them 
their own way, waited on him at Dublin with con- 
gratulations on his appointment, and Tyrone took the 
opportunity of pressing his complaints. Brereton be- 
ing called on for explanations, drew out a statement of 
the earFs misdoings. He came to Dublin, and being 
told before the Irish Council that he was accused by 
Tyrone of murder, " he said he would make answer 
Brereton ^^ ^^ traitor, thrcw his book upon the board, 
^Mof ^"d desired that the same might be openly 
*'**^'** read." The council — they shall relate their 
own behaviour — " considering the same earl to be a 
frail man, and not yet all of the perfectest subject, and 
thinking, should he know the talk of the same Mr. 
Brereton, having of his friends and servants standing 
by — for it was in the open council-house — it might 
be a means to cause him and others of his sort and 
small knowledge to revolt from their duties and refuse 
Which St. to come to councils " — recommended mod- 

Legercon- • x i m 9 

eiders cratiou. It was better to answer lyrones 

Tyrone ' complaiut meeklv. " Such handling of wild 

being a wild , 

man; meu had done much harm in Ireland.*' 

" They would read the book, and do therein as should 
stand with their duties." 

Presently the earl, foaming with indignation, ap- 
peared in person. " He took the name of traitor very 
unkindly," and demanded justice ; and the end of it 
And there- was that Brerctou was reprimanded and de- 
Brweton. privcd of his rank; the council apologized 
for his indiscretion ; and a young St. Leger of more 
convenient humour was sent to govern the northerQ 
colony.^ 

1 The Deputy and Council to Cecil: IrUk MSB. Edwwrd VI. Vol. H 
State Paper Office. 



•1 Sauihem Survey. t9T 

The humouring an Irish chief at the expense of an 
honest man might have been forgiven ; but ^ Le«r 
St. Leger was less successful than before in JJJS*e?tK'" 
keeping down the expenditure, and the home JJUSiu ibr 
government, trusting to the supplies from the ™«»V' 
mint, sent no remittances. His applications for money 
were in consequence vexatiously frequent. ** Relig^ 
ion " did not prosper with him ; and the reviving 
uncertainty of the relations between England and 
France, in the winter of 1550-51, made the presence 
of a stronger hand desirable. Lord Cobham was first 
thought of as a fit person. On second thoughts, how- 
ever, it was determined not immediately to supersede 
St. Leger. Sir James Crofts was sent over 
with troops and ships under his separate croftsiniwi 

to fl U FTO V tillA 

command, and brought instructions to survey «>ath ooaat 
the southern harbours, and, wherever pos- 
sible, to fortify them. Crofts arrived in March, 1561, 
In April he went, as he was directed, into Munster, 
and with him went a certain John Wood, who sent an 
account of the journey to Sir William Cecil, with maps 
and plans. 

" In this voyage,*' said Wood, " I have seen, 
amongst others, two goodly havens at Cork Deacription 
and Kinsale, as by the plots thereof shall 2 21"**** 
presently appear unto you, and also a large «®'*°*^- 
and fruitftil country of itself; but the most thereof 
uninhabited, and the land wasted by evil dissensions, 
that it is pity to behold : which disorder hath continued 
of a long time by want of justice, insomuch that the 
most part of the gentlemen, yea, I might say all, be 
thieves or maintainors of thieves, which thing them- 
selves will not let to confess, as I have presently 
heard ; and have no other way to excuse their faults 
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bnt that lack of justice forceth them to keep siicli 
people as may resist their neighbours, and revenge 
wrong with wrong, without which they are not able t' 
live. Thus the poor be continually overrun, bereft of 
their lives, and spoiled of their goods ; and no marvel, 
for neither is God's law nor the king's known nor 
obeyed. The father is at war with the son, the son 
with the father, brother with brother, and so forth. 
Wedlock is not had ia any price ; whoredom is counted 
as no offence ; and so throughout the realm in effect 
vice hath the upper hand, and virtue is nothing at aU 
regarded. The noblemen — at the least sundry of 
them — hang or pardon at their pleasure, whether it 
be upon a privilege granted unto them, or upon an 
usurped power, I know not; but, undoubtedly, it is 
needful to be reformed. There is no cause why these 
people should be out of order more than others. They 
have shape and understanding, and are meet to be 
framed to as good purpose as any other the king's sub- 
jects, if the like order were taken and executed as in 
England and other commonwealths." ^ 

Such was Ireland in 1651. But English order was 
not for the moment likely to improve it. In the early 
^prii, summer St. Leger was finally recalled. Sir 

^^'imd James Crofts was appointed hi6 successor, 
appointed ^^^ entered office when the industry of 
deputy. Martin Perry was about to produce its fruits. 

In July the rise of prices conamenced. Crofts, sur- 
rounded by theorists, who assured him that the remedy 
for this and all other inconveniences was abundance of 
money, at first was simply perplexed. By November 
TiMfraitsof the truth was so far breaking upon him, 
■int. that he protested against a continuance of 

1 Wood to Cecil: IrUh MSB. Edward VI. Vol. U. 
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the debasement, and entreated that the standard 
might be restored. The mischief had only com- 
menced ; yet even then he represented that Th« dep- 
the soldi ars could no longer live upon their strates. 
wages. The countrymen so suspected the money, that 
they would not take it upon any terms. The fortifica- 
tions in the south were at a stand-still ; the workmen 
demanded to be paid in silver, not in silvered brass. 
"The town of Dublin and the whole English army 
would be destroyed for want of victuals if a remedy 
.were not provided." ^ 

The remedy would be to cry down the money to 
its true value, as had been done at home, and to issue 
no more of it — the last thing which the home govern- 
ment intended. The Irish mint was to indemnify 
them for the loss of the sluices which they had been 
forced to close in England. They replied to Crofts* 
remonstrances, therefore, with a letter of advice. 

" The beginnings of all things in which we are to 
prosper," wrote Northumberland or one of Thecounctt 
nis satellites, "must have their foundation J^iSeiSf"* 
upon God; and, therefore, principally, the ^i'^totiaa 
Christian religion must as far forth as may, '®^®°» 
be planted and restored, the favourers and promoters 
thereof esteemed and cherished, and the hinderers dis- 
mayed." This was the first point to which Crofts was 
to attend. Next he was to see that the laws of the 
realm should be better obeyed; and especially that 
"the king's revenue" should be more dili- And to the 
gently looked to, his rents be properly col- therereniw. 
lected, his woods and forests attended to, and the 
accounts of his bailiffs duly audited. The money was 
ft secondary question ; the reformation of the coin was 

i Crofts tx> the English Council, November 1, 1551: Iruik M88. VoL UL 
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impossible, and the calling down objectionable. The 
deputy might consult the principal people in the oomi- 
try about it ; and in the meantime there were the 
jewels and plate in the churches. He might take 
those ; and if he could not pay thq soldiers, he might 
send them away." ^ 

Sir James Crofts was well inclined to the Reforma- 
tion, and under Mary almost lost his life for it. Yet, 
to answer the clamours of defrauded tradesmen and 
labourers, and soldiers too justly mutinous, with a text 
or a homily, was a task for which he had no disposi- 
Croftecon- tiou. He was " a man not learned," he re- 

■iders that i«i i<i iii«* p -i 

honesty plied ; and they had divines tor such pur- 
cede x«ugioxi. poscs.^ ^' The matter of the currency, in 
his simple opinion, was so apparent, it needed not to 
be consulted upon ; as a proof of which he stated that 
to keep the army from starving, he had been driven, 
as the council at home had been driven, to purveying." 
** We have forced the people for the time," he said, 
"to take seven shillings for that measure of com 
which they sell for a mark, and twelve shillings for 
the beef which they sell for fifty-three shillings and 
fourpence. These things cannot be borne without 
grudge, neither is it possible it should continue." 

In obedience to his orders, however, the deputy in- 
vited representatives of the industrious classes in Ire- 
land to Dublin, to discuss the first principles of com- 
mercial economy. 

" I sent," he reported after the meeting, " for in- 
jimiiary. habitants of Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Water- 
taXta heM ^^^^» ^^^ Drogheda, to know the causes of 
St Dublin, ^jjg dearth of corn and cattle, and how the 

I The English Council to Sir James Crofts: Iriak M88. YoL HL 
• Orofta to Cecil: Irkh MSB. Ibid. 
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might be remedied. I declared unto them how 
the merchants were content to sell iron, salt, coal, and 
other necessaries, if they might buy wine and corn as 
they were wont to do. And thereof grew a confusion 
in argument, that when the merchant should ^ diMuwioB 
need for his house not past two or three JSJnSiSy 
bushels of com, he could not upon so small Jj^donoi 
an exchange live; and likewise the farmer "8'>™<»'- 
that should have need of salts, shoes, cloth, iron, 
hops, and such others, could not make so many divis- 
ions of his grain, neither should he at all times need 
that which the merchants of necessity must sell. So 
h was that money must serve for L common ex- 
change." 

But why, the question then rose, must money be 
only of gold and silver? why not of leather or of 
brass ? Was it for the " sovereign virtue " of the 
precious metals ? was it for their cleanliness in hand- 
ling ? Plain only it was that when the coin was pure, 
all men sought for it ; when it was corrupt, all men 
detested it. It might have been thought " that, when 
the king's stamp was on the coin, it should be received 
of every man as it was proclaimed." But But the 
experience showed that it was not so ; and 2^^ to 
experience showed further, that good and bad «^p«^»*«*- 
money, though stamped alike, could not exist together ; 
the bad consumed the good. One of the party then 
observed keenly, " that among merchants, when cloth, 
silk, and other wares are sold, the owners do ^he stamp 
set on their marks, and upon proof made of Jf^i^bS? 
the goodness of the wares and the making, S»good2Li 
with the true weight and measure, it cometh **'"' 
to pass that ailer such credit won there needeth no 
more but shew the mark, and sell with the best ; and 

VOL. V. 96 
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if the makers of s^ch wares do after make them worsei 
their trade is lost, insomuch as if after they would re« 
form the same fault, it will ask time before credit be 
won again." 

The government was the merchant, the coin was 
the ware, the king's head was the mark. Prices had 
risen with bad money. Whether it was better that 
money should be scarce or plenty the meeting would 
not venture to say, only it must be pure. " By the 
whole consent of the world gold and silver had gotten 
the estimation above other metals as meetest to make 
money of, and that estimation could not be altered by 
one little corner of the world, though it had risen but 
upon a fantastical opinion, when indeed it was grounded 
upon reason, according to the gifts that nature had 
wrought in those metals." 

The meeting concluded, therefore, that if the cur- 
And the rcucy could uot houcstly be restored, they 
entreats that preferred the least of two evils, and desired 
may be that it should bc immediately called down to 

c&llGd down * 

but the ' its market valuation.^ 

i)ngiand The opiuiou of the country had been 

ownconyen- taken, as the English council recommended, 

lence to ^^ 

Irish misery, and the rcsult was before them ; but either it 
was conveyed in too abstract a language, or the mint 
had not yet yielded the ftill sum which they intended 
to take from it. They waited for an increase of suflfer- 
ing, and prices continued to rise and rise. 

" The measure of corn that was wont to be at two 
Piieetrise ^^ three shillings," and when Crofts landed 
arefoid. jjj March, 1651, was "at six shillings and 

1 Memoranda of the Irish Council. — Sir James Crofts to the Dako of 
Northumberland, December, 1551: Iri$h MSB. Edward YLYol. m. Stitt 
Pl^^ Office. 
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eightpence/' was sold in March, 1552, for "thirty 
Bhillings." " A cow that had been worth six shilling! 
and eightpence sold for forty shillings ; six herrings 
for a groat ; a cow-hide for ten or twelve shillings ; a 
tonne of Gascon wine for twelve pounds, of Spanish 
wine for twenty-four pounds." ^ The Irish beyond 
the Pale suffered the least. " Every lord caused his 
people to keep their victuals within the country," and 
the Irishman proper had little use for money — " he 
cared only for his belly, and that not delicately." ^ In 
Dublin, Meath, and Kildare schools were shut up; 
servants were turned away, from the cost of Househoidi 

. • ■ 1 • 11 are broken 

mamtaming them; artisans and tradesmen up: the 
would take no more apprentices : at last the dosed. 
markets were closed. Those who before had bought 
little at high prices could now buy nothing at any 
price ; and fever followed in the rear of fam- Th^ poopie 
ine. "All sorts of people," Crofts passion- SSaSeand 
ately expostulated, "cry for redress at my *^^'' 
hands." The actual cause of their misery they did 
not know ; '* and no marvel," " when the wisest were 
blinded ; " but they understood that it came from Eng- 
land and from English rule ; " and now," crofts cries 
Crofts said, « they do collect all the enormi- Z^. 
ties that have grown in so many years, so that there is 
among them such hatred, such disquietures of mind, 
such wretchedness upon the poor men and artificers, 
that all the crafts must decay, and towns turn to ruin, 
and all things either be in common, or each live by 
others' spoil ; and thereof must needs follow slaughter, 
famine, and all kinds of misery." ^ 

I Before the depreciation of the currency in England (Jasoon wine wat 
•old for 4i: 13«. 4d. a tun ; Spanish wine for 72. St. — 84 and 85 Heniy YIII. 
fa|ft.7. 

« Crofts to Cecil: Irish MSS, Vol IV. 

• Crofts to Cecil, March U: Ibid. 
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The people had been tried &r, jet still it was not 
viMcoimd. enough. The reply which the home gOTein- 
J^y*^* ment now vouchsafed was a cargo of German 
SSSSSmti Protestants, whom they sent over to work 
SivCToutof *h® silver mines in Wicklow ; when a suflS- 
tbemiDM; cicnt uiass of bulliou had been raised, the 
complaints of the Irish might be considered. The 
Germans, the distracted deputy reported in return, were 
But the idle vagabonds, not worth their keep ; the cur- 
wMi not rency would run foul till the day of judgment 
length ^e if he was to Wait till it was purified through 
^j^ ^* labours of theirs ; and then the council said 
that they were sorry, and would hope and would see 
about things, but the king's government must be car- 
ried on, and money they had none. But the wail of 
the injured people rose at last in tones too piteous to be 
neglected ; and in June, Northumberland made up his 
mind that he could persist no longer. 

Three thousand pounds weight of bullion were sent 
from the Tower to Dublin, with orders to Perry to call 
down the coin, buy it in at the reduced valuation, and 
make a new issue at the old standard ; ^ while, to turn 
the current of Irish feeling, the council passed a reso- 
lution to restore Gerald Fitssgerald, the hero of Celtic 
romance, to his estates and country. 

1 Such I endeavour in charity to believe to be the meanikig of a vagndj* 
expressed entry in the Privy Council RegUter, Edward, however, in hit 
Journal^ with the date of June 10, 1552, says : — 

" Whereas it was agreed that there should be a pay now made to Irelaod 
of 5000/., and then the money to be cried down; it was appointed that 
SOOO lbs. weight which I had in the Tower should be carried thither and 
coined at 3 denar fine, and that incontinent, the coin should be cried 
down/* The question rises what Edward meant by 3 denar fine. Was it 
threepence si the shilling, or 3 oz. fine to 9 oz. of alloy? or was it three^ 
pence in die groat? a coin more honest than Ireland had seen for a centny. 
Experience of the general proceedings of the government ip such m>tt<w 
would lead one to choose the worst interpretation. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

NORTHUMBERLAND'S CONSPIRACY 

Amidst the wreck of ancient institutions, the misery 
of the people, and the moral and social anarchy by 
which the nation was disintegrated, thoughtful persons 
in England could not fail by this time to be asking 
themselves what they had gained by the Reformation. 

A national reformation, if the name is more than a 
mockery, implies the transfer of power, power spiritual, 
power political, from the ignoble to the noble, from the 
incapable to the capable, from the ignorant to the 
wise. It implies a recovered perception in all classes, 
from highest to lowest, of the infinite excellence of 
right, the infinite hatefiilness of wrong. 

The movement commenced by Henry VIII., judged 
by its present results, had brought the coun- ^^ ^o^ 
try at last into the hands of mere adventur- SBfo^ftSS 
ers. The people had exchanged a supersti- ScJia£i«- 
tion which, in its grossest abuses, prescribed ^^' 
some shadow of respect for obedience, for a supersti- 
tion which merged obedience in speculative belief; 
and under that banefrd influence, not only the higher 
virtues of self-sacrifice, but the commonest duties of 
probity and morality, were disappearing. Private life 
was infected with impurity to which the licentiousness 
of the Catholic clergy appeared like innocence* The 
goyemment was corrupt, the courts of law were yenal* 
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The trading classes cared only to grow rich. The 
multitude were mutinous from oppression. Among 
the good who remained unpolluted, the best were still 
to be found on the Reforming side. Lever, Latimer, 
Ridley, Craumer, held on unflinching to their convic- 
tions, although with hearts aching and intellects per- 
plexed ; but their influence was slight and their num- 
bers small ; and Protestants who were worthy of the 
name which they bore were fewer far, in these their 
days of prosperity, than when the bishops were hunt- 
And the ing them out for the stake. The better or- 
i^fne der of commonplace men, who had a con- 

reaction, science, but no especial depth of insight— 
who had small sense of spiritual things, but a strong 
perception of human rascality — looked on in a stem 
and growing indignation, and, judging the tree by its 
fruits, waited their opportunity for reaction. 

" Alas, poor child," said a Hampshire gentleman of 
Edward, " unknown it is to him what acts are made 
Hopes are uowadays ; when he comes of age he will see 
Ed!?a?d**^* another rule and hang up an hundred heretic 
JI>mi^of knaves." John Bale replied to " the fran- 
Jrform the ^^^ papist " with interested indignation ; he 
Reformers, ^j^q^q a pamphlet with a dedication to North- 
umberland, whom he compared to Moses,^ and earned 
a bishopric for his reward.^ But the words expressed 
a deep and general feeling ; and, had the coming of age 
taken place, might not impossibly have proved true. 
Edward showed no symptoms of wavering in religion ; 
but he was gaining an insight beyond his years into 
the diseases of the realm, which threatened danger to 

1 '* Considering in your noble Grace the some mighty, fervent., and reUg^ 
Ions zeal in God's cause which I have dil'^ently marked in Moses, tki 
rant of God." - Strype, Vol. IV. p. 39. 
* OsBOiy in Ireland. 
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those who had abused his childhood. He had followed 
and noted down the successive tamperings with the 
currency. He was aware of his debts, and of the scan- 
dal of them ; and we have seen him seeking political 
information without the knowledge of the council. He 
understood the necessity of economizing the expendi- 
ture, of scrutinizing the administration of the revenues, 
and of punishing fraud.^ He could actively interfere 
but little, but the little was in the right direction. The 
excessive table-allowances for the household Edward 
were reduced. Irregular claims for fees, J^'S^ 
which had grow# up in the minority, were «»°*^™y» 
disallowed ; the wardrobe charges were cut down ; the 
garrisons of the forts and the Irish army were dimin- 
ished, according to a schedule which Edward himself 
had the reputation of devising.^ Further, he began to 
inquire into the daily transactions of the And tomato 
council. He required notice beforehand of ^JJ5^®5 
the business with which the council was to be ®***®' 
occupied, and an account was given in to him each 
Saturday of the proceedings of the week : while in a 
rough draft of his will which he dictated to Sir Wil- 
liam Petre in the year which preceded his death, he 
showed the silent thought with which he had marked 
the events of his boyhood. Should his successor, like 
himself, be a minor, his executors, unlike his father's, 
should meddle with no wars unless the country was 

1 See especially a remarkable Discourse on the Reformation of Abusea, 
printed by Burnet, and a draft of provisions which Edward intended for 
insertion in his will. — Stiype, Vol. IV. p. 120. If Edward really wrote or 
dictated those two papers, the " Miracle of Nature ** was no exaggerated 
description of him. I am bound to add, however, that his Essays and Ex- 
ercises, a volnme of which remains in MS. m the British Museum, shoiv 
lothing beyond the ordinary ability of a clever boy. 

3 Device for the Payment of the King's Debts: Stiype's Memoriahf Vol 
HL p. 594. Compare Edward's Joitmal^ 1M2. 
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invaded. They should alter no part of ^^ religion ; ** 
they should observe his " device " for the payment of 
his debts, and use all means for their early settlement 
and there should be no return of extravagance in the 
household.^ More remarkable is an imperfect frag- 
ment on the condition of England. 

Following, boy like, the Platonic analogy between the 
He draws body of the individual and the body politic, 
of a healthy Edward saw in all men the members of a com-? 

common* • . . « « ^ « 

wealth, mon Organization, where each was to work, 
and each ought to be contented with the moderate 
gratification of his own desires. The country required 
an order of gentlemen ; but gentlemen should not have 
so much as they had in France, where the peasantry 
was of no value. In a well-ordered commonwealth no 
one should have more than the proportion of the 
general stock would bear. In the body no member 
had too much or too little ; in the commonwealth every 
man should have enough for healthy support, not 
enough for indulgence. Again, as every member of 
the body was obliged " to work and take pains," so there 
should be no unit in the commonwealth which was not 
*' laboursome in his vocation." *' The gentleman should 
do service in his country, the serving-man should wait 
diligently on his master, the artisan should work at his 
trade, the husbandman at his tillage, the merchant in 
passing the tempests ; " the vagabond should be banished 
as " the superfluous humour of the body," " the spittle 
and filth which is put out by the strength of nature.'* 

Looking at England, however, as England was, the 
And con- young king saw "all things out of order.'* 
th^condi- " Farming gentlemen and clerking knights,** 
•Dgiand. neglecting their duties as overseers of the 

I Strype, Vol. FV. p. laa 
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people, ** were exercising the gain of living.'* " They 
would have their twenty miles sqaare of their o^tiwneii, 
own land or of their own farms." Artificers Mtfflo«r», 
and clothiers no longer worked honestly ; the lAwyew, 
necessaries of life had risen in price, and the order. 
labourers had raised their wages, " whereby to recom- 
pense the loss of things they bought." The country 
swarmed with vagabonds ; and those who broke the 
Jaws escaped punishment by bribery or through foolish 
pity. The lawyers, and even the judges, were corrupt. 
Peace and order were violated by religious dissensions 
and universal neglect of the law. Offices of trust were 
bought and sold ; benefices impropriated, tillage-ground 
turned to pasture, " not considering the sustaining of 
men." The poor were robbed by the enclos- The poor 
ures ; and extravagance in dress and idle frauded. 
luxury of living were eating like ulcers into the State. 
These were the vices of the age ; nor were they likely, 
as Edward thought, to yield in any way to the most 
correct formula of justification. The"medi- a remedy is 
cines to cure these sores " were to be looked ^^ b^tw 
for in good education, good laws, and "just ftn5*^ft 
execution of the laws without respect of per- §onof ^2' 
sons, in the example of rulers, the punishment ^^• 
of misdoers, and the encouragement of the good." Cor- 
rupt magistrates should be deposed, seeing that those 
who were themselves guilty would not enforce the laws 
against their own faults ; and all gentlemen and noble- 
men should be compelled to reside on their estates, and 
fulfil the duties of their place. ^ 

A king who at fifteen could sketch the work which 
was before him so distinctly, would in a few years have 
demanded a sharp account of the stewardship of the 

^ Diflcourse on the BeformatJon of Abases: Bamet*s CoUtctaneti, 
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Dnke of Northumberland. Unfortunately for the conn* 
The beat try, those who would have assisted him in 

nien were not • i**iii* <tj 

employed, or commencmg his intended improvements, Lord 
employed. Derby, Lord Oxford, Lord Huntingdon, Lord 
Sussex, or Lord Paget, were far away in the country, 
sitting gloomily inactive till a change of times. Ridley 
was working manfully, as we have seen, in restoring 
tne London hospitals ; but Cranmer, after the destruc- 
tion of Somerset, shrunk from confronting Northum- 
berland ; and, the Liturgy being completed, he was 
now spending his strength in the pursuit of objects 
which were either unattainable or would have been 
mischievous if attained. Li the spring of 1552 he was 
Cranmer endeavourfng to take away the reproach of 
KotesSat Protestantism by bringing the Reformed 
ont effect. ' Churches to an agreement. Edward offered 
his kingdom- as an asylum for a Protestant synod, 
which might meet at Oxford or Cambridge ; and the 
archbishop wrote to Calvin and Melancthon, entreating 
their support. But oil and water would combine be- 
fore Zuinglian and Lutheran would acquiesce in com- 
mon formulas. Protestants, as Calvin assured him, 
hated each other far too heartily.^ In another direc- 
tion his exertions were equally unprofitable ; and he 
was acting here under Calvin's advice. 

The interference of the church officials in the private 
concerns of the people had been among the chief pro- 
voking causes of the original revolt under Henry. The 
laity had flung off the yoke of the clergy. The minis- 
ters of the new order, mistaking the character of the 
change, imagined that the privileges and powers of the 
Catholic priesthood would be transferred to themselves. 

1 Coireapondenoe between Cranmer, Calvin, and Melancthon: I^piMm 
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As teachers of " the truth," they were the exponents, in 
their own eyes, of the divine law, and they demanded 
the right to punish sin by spiritual censures — spiritual 
censures enforced by secular penalties. 

Mankind, notwithstanding their frailties, are theo- 
retically loyal to goodness ; and, could there He desires • 
have been any security that the clergy would of eociesiM. 

, /» 1 1 • • n ticaldfacl- 

have contined their prosecutions to acts ot pune; 
immorality, their desire might perhaps have to some 
extent been indulged. But to the Church of Calvin, 
as well as to the Church of Rome, the darkest ^^^^^^1^ t^e 
breach of the moral law was venial in com- JJ^^^JJ 
parison with errors of opinion ; and the con- on'toe'^ 
sequence which England had to expect from ^Se^^im^ 
restoration of clerical authority might be p*^*^*® 
seen in the language of one who was loudest in the de 
mand for it. John Knox, the shrewdest and one of 
the noblest of the Reformers, did not conceal his opinion 
that Gardmer, Bonner, and Cuthbert Tunstal might 
have been justly put to death for nonconformity.^ But 
parHament had not refused absolutely to entertain the 
question. The Lords rejected, as we have seen, a 
scheme which would simply replace the bishops in the 
position which they had forfeited ; but the old mixed 
commission of thirty-two had been reestablished for the 
revision of the canon law ; and in March, 1552, the 

1 " God's justice,*' says Knox, in his Admonition to th6 Faithful in Eng- 
kmdf " is not wont to cut off wicked men till their iniquity is so manifeot 
that their very flatterers cannot excuse it. If Stephen Gardiner, Cuthbert 
Tonstal, and butcherly Bonner, false bishops of Winchester, Durham, and 
London, had, for their false doctrines and traitorous acts, suffered death 
when they justly deserved the same, then would papists have alleged that 
they were men reformable," &c. In the Constitution of the Church of 
Scotland, which was drawn imder Knox's influence, to say mass, or to 
bear it, was made a capital crime — nnder the authority of the text, '* Tht 
idfllator shall die the death." 
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commissioners would have made some progress, it was 
said, had not Ridley, and Goodrich, Bishop of Ely, who 
had succeeded Lord Rich as Chancellor, *' stood in the 
way with their worldly policy." * The thirty-two were 
afterwards reduced to eight, and in the following No- 
vember a fresh commission was appointed, consisting of 
Cranmer, Goodrich, Coxe, and Peter Martyr, with four 
lawyers and civilians. The work was allowed to de- 
volve on the archbishop, who, with the assistance of 
rheifej/or- Foxe the Martyrologist, produced the still- 
JS^'te^" born volume,^ in which, as I have already 
JS'SiB^* mentioned, he claimed the continued privilege 
•tm-boro. ^f sending obstinate heretics to the stake ; 
and which remains to show to posterity the inability of 
the wisest of the clergy to comprehend their altered 
position. The king was already more clear-sighted 
than the Archbishop of Canterbury. He admitted the 
desirableness o& discipline ; "so," however, "that those 
that should be executors of that discipline were men of 
tried honesty, wisdom, and judgment." " But because," 
he said, " those bishops who should execute it, some for 
papistry, some for ignorance, some for age, some for 
their ill names, some for all those causes, were men 
unable to execute discipline, it was, therefore, a thing 
unmeet for such men."* 

Meanwhile, amidst discussions on the remedies of 
The abuses ovils, the cvils thcmselvcs for the most part 
■fi^^t^on continued. Discipline could not be restored. 
wi?hout* The king's abilities did not anticipate his ma 
^^^^' jority ; the revenues were still misapplied, 

the debts of the crown were still unpaid. Officialf 

^ Micronios to Bidlinger: Epislola ligvainm, 

* Tht Reformaiio Legum, 

9 Diflconne on the Reformation of Abuses: Bnrnot 
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iodeed m the interests of Northumberland were per* 
mitted to indemnify themselves for their services. 
Bishop Ponet, for instance, composed a catechism, 
which was ordered for general use, and was allowed a 
** monopoly of the printing." ^ But ordinary persons, 
servants, artisans, tradesmen in public employment, 
^^ fed upon the chameleon's dish," and still cried in vain 
for their wages — it might be from prison.^ Prices of 
provisions would not abate. Vainly the Duke p^^ ^ 
of Northumberland reprimanded the Lord '**^'*"* 
Mayor in the Guildhall — vainly butchers' carts were 
seized, and the meat was forfeited — vainly the dealers 
were threatened with the loss of their freedom and ex- 
pulsion from the towns and cities ; ® — the distrust 
and hatred of the administration were too strong for 
menace. 

The churches, the lead having been torn from the 
roofs, crumbled into ruins. Parishes were still left 

1 Northumberiand to Cecil: M8. DomesUCj Edward YI. Vol. XY. State 
Paper Office. 

^ The state of the ordnance department was but a specimen of the state 
of all the departments. On the 3d of August, 1552, the Master of the 
Ordnance wrote to Cecil : — 

** These be to beseech you for God*s sake, charity*8 sake, yea, at this my 
contemplation, to help the miseries that be in the office of the ordnance for 
lack of money, as it is high time, being daily sundry and many poor men 
crying and calling for the same, to my no little grief; amongst the which 
is on enamed Charles Wolmar, gunpowder maker, now in very pitiful case, 
who is presently in the Counter, for that the rent of the house he dwelleth 
in is unpaid for a year and a half, which amounteth to 13 pounds and odi^ 
money, which cometh by reason there hath been no money paid in thia 
office a long time. The King^s Majesty is charged with the rent thereof^ 
being put there by the king's appointment, both for the making of gun- 
powder, when there is money to set him a work, (Jid. aho to look to certain 
things of his Highnesses there under his charge. I heartily pray you, see> 
ing that the said poor man, as is great pity, is nevertheless troubled for thie 
(he King's Majesty's care, to move my Lords of the Council in that behaUl 
Sir, I pray you that I may have an answer hereof.** *- MS, DomesUef 
Ednard VI. Vol. XIV. Ibid. 

* Strype*8 MtmoriaJk. 
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without incumbents, or still provided with curates who 
rhe chandi were incapable or useless. ^^ A thousand put* 
arostui pits in England were covered with dust.'* 
"***^ In some, four sermons had not been heard 

since the Preaching Friars were suppressed. " If," 
said Bernard Gilpin before the court, " if such a mon- 
ster as Darvel Gatheren, the idol of Wales, could have 
set his hand to a bill to let the patron take the greater 
part of the profits, he might have had a benefice." * 
The country ^^ Octobcr, 1552, thcrc was a menace of 
tonteMmd rebellion.^ In December, the government 
Jl^^™' was threatened with some further unknown 
moraiiffw. ]jj^^ imminent danger, which called out from 
Northumberland the most seeming admirable senti- 
ments, which he knew so well how to affect, and could, 
perhaps, persuade himself that he felt.^ In March, so 

1 Stiype*s MemoriaU, 

3 Northumberland to Cecil: M8. Domestic^ Vol. XTV. Edward YI. State 
Paper Office. 

s He may have the benefit of his words so far as it will extend. He 
** instantly and earnestly required the Lords of the Council to be vigilant 
for the preventing of these treasons so far as in them was possible to be 
foreseen; *' " that thereby," he said, " we may to oar master and the world 
discharge ourselves like honest men, which, if we do not, having the warn- 
ing that we have which cometh more of the goodness of God than of our 
search or care, the shame, the blame, the dishonour, the lack and reproach 
should, and may justly, be laid upon us to the world's end. The old say*- 
ing which ever among wise men hath been holden for true, seemeth by our 
proceedings to be had either in derision or in small memory, being compre- 
hended in these words — mora trahit periculum — beseeching your Lord- 
ships, for the love of God and the love which we ought to have to our 
mnster and country, let us be careful, as becometh men of honour, truth, 
and honesty to be. For we be called in the time of trial and trouble; and 
therefore let us show ourselves to be as we ought to be ; that is, to be ready, 
not only to spend our goods, but our lands and lives, for our master and 
our country, and to despise the flattering of ourselves with heaping riches 
upon riches, house upon house, building upon building, and all through 
the infection ofsingulnre commodum. And let us not only ourselves beware 
and fly from it as the greatest pestilence in the commonwealth, let us also 
be of that fortitude and courage that we be not blinded and abused bj 
those that be infected with these infirmities." — Northumberland to th* 
CouLica: M8. IhmeiUc, Edward YI. Vol. XV : Did. 
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general was the disaffection, that martial law was pro- 
claimed in many parts of the country.^ 

The periodic sore of bankruptcy was again running. 
The revenue still clung to the hands by which it waa 
collected. Fines, confiscations, church plate, church 
lands, mint plunder, vanished like fairy gold. The 
languid efforts of the council to extricate themselves 
availed only to show how hopeless was their embarrass- 
ment. In August, 1552, a bill fell due in Antwerp 
for 56,0002. Sir Thomas Gresham had been sir Thomas 

• If /"^ * * T 1 1 1 Orssiuuii am* 

m the Low Countries m July ; and as there the money- 
was no money to meet the bill, he brought a^Sr 
back with him a proposal for a further postponement 
on the usual terms ; with a condition to which also 
the home government was accustomed, that certain 
wares, fustians and diamonds, should be purchased of 
the lenders. Such transactions, however disguised, 
could have but one meaning: the bankers sold their 
jewels at their own prices; the English government 
had to dispose of them for such prices as they would 
fetch in the market. 

Northumberland was absent on the Scottish Border, 
and the council, freed from his authority, re- Theconnou 
fused to submit to the imposition. They in- Ji^^thJj^ 
structed Gresham to return to Antwerp and °****"' 
to say that the king would pay as soon as he could, but 
the times were troublesome, and he had other employ- 
ment for his money : the bankers must be reasonable, 
and wait. 

» 

The ti'ader sympathized with his order. Gresham 
pledged his own credit for payment, and he wuch 
wrote earnestly to Northumberland, through inaisto tiMi 
whom bargains of this kind could be best con- 

1 Stiype*8 Memfirtdk. 
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ducted, to save the coitntrj from shame. It wai 
" neither honourable nor profitable," he said, to put off 
money-lenders with a high hand. The credit of Eng« 
land would " fall as low as the credit of the Emperor," 
who was at that moment " ofiering 16 per cent, for 
money, and could not obtain it." " The king's father, 
who first began to take up money upon interest, did 
use to take his fee penny in jewels, copper, gunpowder, 
or fustian, and wares had been taken ever since, when 
the king had made any prolongation." So long as the 
loans could not be repaid the system must be continued. 
Thus much, however, Gresham undertook to do. 
He advises Lcad was fetching a high price in Antwerp. 
blSlnd to If *e export of lead from England was for- 
Se°3"" bidden, the price would rise still higher, while 
S^hii^of ** home it would fall. The government 
5iii*'^5*the i^ight take possession of the trade and make 
wown debts, j^ ^^^ profits ; whilc he would himself re* 
main on the Continent, and would watch the exchanges, 
and if he could be supplied with 1200/. a week he 
would clear the crown of its foreign debts in two 
years.^ 

Northumberland listened to the advice upon the lead 
trade. He stopped the exports, and in two months 
learnt to his sorrow that " princes' affairs in the gov- 
Withthe ernment of realms and merchants' trades 
the City of worc of two uaturcs." 2 The City of London 
debts are extrfcated the crown from its embarrassments 
paid. by an advance of 40,000Z. The bills were 

1 Gresham to Northumberland^ Strype's Memorials^ Vol. IV. 

2 " I pray you, and most heartily require you, to have in remembrancf 
the restraint lately taken for the stay of lead through the realm, that li 
may be substantially considered ; for I put you out of doubt the clamoui 
and exclamation grow great, and may breed more dangers than can now 
lia Mea. I have, since my being in the oooncil chamber, heard of that 
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renewed, but only with a slight increase. In August, 
the entire debts at Antwerp were 108,000/. On the 
8d of October, after the renewal, they were something 
under 111,000/. ; while the home debts '* certainly 
known to be due " were, on the same 8d of October, 
125,000/.^ The loan from the City of London par- 
tially satisfied the foreign creditors, partially it was ap- 
plied for the payment of wages, and other obligations at 
home. The home debts by November were reduced 
to 109,000/.^ At last, therefore, there was an attempt 
to do something, though the something was but small. 

But these petty difficulties were not absolutely the 
results of carelessness and fraud. In this autumn of 
1552, England narrowly escaped being again drawn 
into the European whirlpool. 

Tb Peace of Passau left Charles at war with France ; 
and by the revised treaty of 1543, as has been The French 
often said, England was bound to assist the ^^^ **** 
Emperor if the Low Countries or the Rhine ShMSr?'. 
provinces were invaded. A French army had Siguidfor 
entered Luxembourg in July ; and Charles, "^**«»<^- 
whose misfortunes had rendered him less scrupulous in 
connecting himself with heretics, applied through his 
ambassador for the stipulated support. The abandon- 
ment of Henry VIII. in the late war might have 
exonerated Edward fi-om compliance. The treaty had 

matter, which maketh me sorry that ever it was my hap to be a meddler 
in it; bat shall teach me to beware of the vayne of a dry spring while I 
tfre; for princes* affairs specially touching the government of realms and 
merchants' trades are of two natures; therefore, though they be full of de- 
vices with appearance of profit, yet must they be weighted with other con« 
sequences; as in this case as much requisite as any matter that was in ustt 
A great while, for such reasons as this day were rehearsed, as knoweth the 
Lord.** — Northumberland to Cecil, November, 1552: M8. DomaUc, Ed* 
ward VI. Vol. XIV. State Paper Office. 

1 Note in Cecil's hand. Ibid. 

s Second Note in Cecil's hand: Ibid. 
VOL. V. 27 
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been renewed since the Peace of CrSpy ; but Charles 
had left England, notwithstanding, to work its way out 
of its difficulties alone ; ^ in the place of sending help, 
he had himself assumed an attitude of hostility. But 
either Northumberland was uncertain of his prospects 
and projects at home, and desired to conciliate the Em- 
peror and Mary, or he was doubtful of the intentioua 
of France, or he was possessed by the traditionary be- 
lief that the safety of England depended on the main- 
tenance of the balance of power. The Emperor, with- 
out money and without friends, was contending with 
difficulty against an alliance between the Turks and 
September, the Frcnch. Ugly misunderstandings had 

Differences , , /* t i -i 

having spruug up between the courts of London and 
tween Eng- Parfs. Tlic Frcuch had avenged their sup- 

land and y • . i i i • • 

France, poscd wrougs m the usual way, by seizing 
English merchant ships ; and Charles's request for as- 
sistance came at the moment when the council were 
besieged with the complaints of the owners.^ From the 
uncertain conduct of the council, it would seem that 
either there were conflicting opinions which balanced 
each other, or that one and all were perplexed and 

1 Chancellor Granvelle's defence of the Peace of Crfipy was probably 
unknown in England, or it would have spared the council all difficulty. 
** De dire," he wrote to the Emperor, " que le Roy d*AngIeterre par la dlcte 
palx pourra se malcontenter et pretender que votre Majesty a contrevenu k 
traict^ — il y a? ^\t% une maxime en matidres d'estat comme en toutes 
cboses, qu*il faut regarder plus h, la r^alit^ des choses que se traictent, en y 
conjoignan*^ ce qu^est possible et faysable, selon Dieu et raison, que de ad- 
vanturer et rizarder pour crainte de scrupules non fondez." — Granvelle 
to Charles V. ; Papiers cfEtat^ Vol. III. p. 27. 

2 ** It is an old saying that we should not laugh at our neighbour when his 
flouse IS on fire. I do every day hear more and more of the cruel dealings 
of the French against the subjects and merchants of this realm, in such 
lamentable sort that a number almost is ready to be desperate: wherein the 
honour of the prince, his council, and realm, is vehemently touched." — 
Northumberland to Cecil, September, 1552| MS, DometUc^ Edward YI. 
Vol. XIV. State Pa| er Office. 
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irresolate. The ambassador was first answered eva- 
Bively. He was next told that the demand Northmn. 
should be taken into consideration. Then SSJlSl)f 
suddenly, on the 2d of September, the coun- «>°»P»y*»K- 
cil made up their minds definitively to declare war 
against France.^ But the resolution was taken only to 
be abandoned immediately, and the ambassador was in- 
formed that the king could not, in his present embar- 
rassments, hold himself bound by his father's treaties. 
Again in a few days the scale wavered. Sir Hehed- 
Thomas Stukley, a west-country gentleman, a report te 
and a dependent of Somerset, had escaped from^Parto 
abroad on the arrest of his master, and now returned 
with a story by which he hoped to purchase his pardon. 
Being believed to be a disaffected subject, he had been 
admitted, as he said, into the French counsels, and he 
was able to affirm as a certainty that Calais was about 
to be attacked. The King of France himself had 
spoken to him of the weak points in the defences, had 
pointed out the very plan of assault, by which, six yeara 
later, Calais was actually taken. Although, That the 
however, Henry said, "he would in short intend to 
space recover Calais, yet to adventure the Bngiwid. 
same was in vain, otherwise than to seek the whole 

1 *' Y^hich things considered, we have more regarded oar &ith in our 
religicn, oar old amity and alliance with our good brother the Emperor, 
>uid the autient natural friendship that hath, in all times and adversities, 
continued betwixt the two noble houses of England and Burgundy, than 
other worldly perils and lacks that might, in appearance of reason, move 
us to be quiet and sit still ; and be content to declare the French king*8 
countries and subjects common enemies to us and our good brother the 
Emperor — no wise doubting but our said good brother will naturally, like 
A brother, consider this our well-tried constancy and natural love towards 
him. And herein you shall declare to our said good brother, that ouz 
desire is to have his advice for our best means of entry to this demon 8tra« 
tioD/* — Minute of Instructions to Sir R. Monyson, September % 155i! 
M8. Germany, Edward YI. bmidle 15, State Paper Offioe. 
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realm." The Scots, therefore, were to enter North- 
umberland ; he himself would land with troops at 
Falmouth, while the Duke of Guise would land at 
Dartmouth, which he knew to be undefended. That 
done, " he intended to proclaim and restore the mass." 
Stukley told him that "he would be twice or thrice 
fought withal." Henry said that " he esteemed that 
but a peasant's fight ; " at all events, he would fortify 
both Falmouth and Dartmouth, and hold them in gage 
for Calais.^ 

The French were confident in themselves, in their 
fortunes, in the especial graces which attended the con- 
secration of their sovereign.^ Neither promises nor 
alliances would stand in their way when opportu- 
nity of aggrandizement should offer itself. If either 
France or the Empire became dominant in Europe, 
England would equally find an enemy in either ; and 
if Stukley's story was true, the Empire must be sup- 
ported. 

Again, therefore, the question of peace or war was 
Argumeate auxiously discusscd, and, according to the 
^?stawar official habit of the time, the arguments on 
with France, ^jther sidc Were drawn out in form. Should 
the king join the Emperor ? it was asked. For the 
affirmative it was urged that he was bound by treaty. 
The Emperor might be ruined, or would lose Burgandy, 
and in that case England would lose Calais ; the French 
were bringing the Turks into Christendom, and again 
some redress must be obtained for the English mer- 

1 Stukley's Deposition: MB, France, Edward VI. bundle 10, State 
Plaper Office. 

2 The Cardinal of Lorraine showed Sir William Pickering " the preciout 
ointment of St. Ampull, wherewith the King of France was sacred, i?hich 
be said was sent fVom Heaven above a thousand years ago, and since by 
miracle preserved ; through whose virtue also the king healed k$ etcro^ 
au$,'' — Pickering to the Council: MS. n>id. 
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chants ; the attitude of France was suspicions and 
menacing, and '' enter into war alone the king might 
not well ; " finally, the Emperor might make peace with 
France exasperated by desertion, and the Catholic 
powers might unite against England,^ For the nega- 
tive ; the exchequer was empty : should the Emperor 
die, as was not unlikely, England would be left again to 
fight the battle alone. The German Protestants would 
be offended, and France, after all, might not have the 
intentions which were attributed to her. It might be 
possible so to help the Emperor as to induce Theconneu 
the Protestant princes to unite also ; to make SSd a midSk 
the Turks the ground of quarrel, and to de- ®®'*^- 
clare France an enemy of Christendom. A war on such 
terms would be inexpensive, and England would be 
strengthened by taking part in a general league. On 
the other hand, such a league could not be formed 
either rapidly or secretly ; and if the attempt should 
be made, and fail, France would be inexpiably of- 
fended. 

The ultimate resolution was to reply with a general 
assurance of sympathy ; to offer active assistance against 
the Turks, and so to feel the way towards a larger 
combination. The Lutheran powers, having secured 

1 Whfle the preseryation of the holy ointment assured France of the con- 
tinued favour of Heaven, the French preachers informed their congrega- 
tions, on analogous grounds, that England had been forsaken. " No won- 
der," said a Jacobin monk in a sermon at Angiers, " that the King of Eng^ 
land has broken faith with France, seeing that he had broken faith with 
God; disant qu*il estoit h^r^tique et mdschant, et que le peuple de Franc« 
'''^bvroit bien louer Dieu et luy rendre gnkces, et que nostre roy avoit 
toumu sa robe et estoit ennemy des Fran^oys. Depuys continuant sa 
mdschaiite affection, il a diet en publique que notre Roy d* Angleterre estoit 
fnfiidele, ce quMl disoit estre notoire par ce que le don de faire miracles lay 
estoit ost^e ; disant que ses pr^d^cesseurs Roys d*Angleterre avoient de 
eoostume de gu^rir du mal caduc, mais que ceste vertu luy avoit este ost^ 
It n*en gu^ssoit plus k cause de son infid^iit^." — i^<S. France^ EdwaH 
VI. bundle 10, State Taper Office. 
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their own Uberties, were known to be looking sua- 
piciously on the French movements. If the Emperof 
would consent to act with them^ England might then 
go further. Meantime she would recruit her finances, 
and prepare for all contingencies.^ 

Charles was unable to quarrel with so meagre an 
answer. He had deserved no better ; nor could Eng- 
land afford more. He was at the moment on the 
Rhine, just recovering from a severe attack of gout, and 
The cam- Collecting an army to wrest Metz from the 
summer had Duke of Guise. Fortuue at that time seemed 
in Jhe *^ ^ again turning in his favour. The French in- 
fcroor" vading force had been compelled to retreat 
out of Lorraine, decimated by fever, Guise himself re- 
maining with a few picked troops. De Roulx, the Im- 
perialist general in Flanders, had carried fire and sword 
to the banks of the Somme, and penetrated France to 
within fifty miles of Paris, sacking houses, and burning 
towns, villages, and farms. A company of English 
volunteers from the Calais Pale had joined him in an 
attack, which all but succeeded, upon Ambletue j while 
Albert of Brandenburg, who had quarrelled with 
Maurice, and was now in the Emperor's camp, had 
taken the Duke of Aumale in a skirmish. 

Accounts, by competent persons, of interviews with 
Sir Richard Charfcs V. are always interesting. When 
waK^n Sir Richard Morryson waited upon him with 
Bn^irsh^*^* the reply of the English government to his 
answer. roqucst for assistaucc, " the Emperor," he 
said, " was at a bare table, without carpet or anything 
else upon it, saving his cloke, his brush, his spectacles, 

1 Edward's Journal, September, 1552. — Discussion on the War with 
Bnnce, with the Instructions to Sir Richard Monyson: CotUm. MSB. 
Oalba^ 12. 
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and his picktooth." His lower lip had broken out dor- 
uig his illness, and he kept "a green leaf" upon it, 
which, adding to his " accustomed softness in speaking," 
" madb his words hard to be understood." He listened 
to the message kindly, but coldly, " thinking, as Mor- 
ryson might perceive, to have heard somewhat of join- 
mg force against another enemy of his " beside the 
Turk : but he spoke warmly of England ; he talked 
of Henry VIH., and of the regard which they had 
ever entertained for each other ; and it seemed as if he 
was speaking sincerely. *' But he hath a face," said 
Morryson, " unwont to discover any hid af- October, 
fection of his heart, as any face that ever I opSiTof 
met with in all my life. White colours, which, or. 
in changing themselves, are wont in others to bring a 
man word how his errand is liked, have no place in 
his countenance. His eyes only do betray as much as 
can be picked out of him. He maketh me often think 
of Solomon's saying. Heaven is high, the earth is deep, 
a king's heart is unsearchable. There is in him almost 
nothing that speaks besides his tongue." ^ 

Meantime the French king assured Sir William 
Pickering that in Stukley's story there was The French 
no word of truth. He had never thought of 2J**^ter 
attacking England since the conclusion of the *»*«'»*i®*"- 
peace, far less had he spoken of it. How these foreign 
difficulties might turn out was quite uncertain. Nev 
ertheless, for domestic purposes or for war purposes, 
one thing was steadily necessary, L e., money. North- 
umberland, following the steps of his father, who filled 
the treasury of Henry VII., and brought his own head 
to the block, set himself to the work with heart and 
goodwill. In the autumn and winter of 1552-63, no 

1 Morryson to the Council: Tytler, Vol. IL 
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less than nine commissions were appointed with this 
Northum- ^^'^ object ; four of which were to go again 
Sj^ointi over the often-trodden ground, and glean the 
JJ^*"*"" last spoils which could be gathered from the 
money. churches. In the business of plunder the ra« 
pacity of the crown officials had been distanced hith- 
erto by private peculation. The halls of country-houses 
were hung with altar-cloths ; tables and beds were" 
quilted with copes ; the knights and squires drank their 
claret out of chalices, and watered their horses in mar- 
ble coffins. Pious clergy, gentlemen, or churchwardens 
had in many places secreted plate, images, or . candle- 
sticks, which force might bring to light. Bells, rich in 
silver, still hung silent in remote church-towers, or 
were buried in the vaults. Organs still pealed through 
Noyember. ^^® aislcs in uotcs unsuitcd to a regenerate 
Sth?^jSS worship, and damask napkins, rich robes, con- 
of Bphraim. gecratcd banners, pious offerings of men of 
another faith, remained in the chests in the vestries. 
All these were valuable, and might be secured, and 
the Protestants could be persuaded into applause at 
the spoiling of the house of Baal. Ridley in London 
lent his hand. On the 4th of September the organ at 
St. Paul's was ordered into silence preparatory to 
removal. 

On the 25th of Octobei^ '* was the plucking down 
St Paul's o^ *11 ^^^ altars and chapels in Paul's Church, 
ii stripped ^j^jj ^u ^jj^ tombs, at the commandment of 

the bishop, and all the goodly stone-work that stood be« 
hind the high altar." ^ The monument of John of 
Gaunt himself would have gone down, had not the 
Veetments, council Stepped in to save it. Vestments, 
other onu- copcs, plate, cvcu the coin in the poor boxesi 

I Grey Friarf ChnmicU, 
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were taken from the churches in the city.^ "•5*"'*S 
Some few peals of bells were spared for a time, ^™**^ 
but only under condition of silence. A sweep chnrchefc 
as complete cleared the parish churches throughout the 
country. There was one special commission for bells, 
vestments, and ornaments ; two for plate and jewels ; 
a fourth to search private houses for church property, 
and, should any such be found, to make a further profit 
by the fine of the offenders. A commission, again, 
was to examine into the rents of the crown esiates , 
another to sell chantry lands. The accounts of the 
disposition of all estates which had fallen to the crown 
by confiscation or act of Parliament since the suppres- 
sion of the monasteries were to be produced and ex- 
amined. The armorial bearings of families residing 
south of the Trent were to be investigated by the Col- 
lege of Heralds, and illegal quarterings to be paid for 
by fine or forfeit. Lastly, Northumberland himself, 
assisted by others on whose discretion he Thepnbuo 
could rely, undertook to examine the accounts ^r 'twSSiy 
of the treasurer and receiver of the Court of J^S^nS, 
Augmentations and the Court of Exchequer ; S»«**''*" 
of the collectors of firstfruits and of the offi- p""*"*^**- 
cers of the Duchy of Lancaster ; and, finally, in one 
frightful sweep, to call on every one who had received 
money in behalf of the crown since the year 1582 to 
produce his books and submit them to an audit. Pay- 
masters, purveyors, victuallers, engineers, architects, 
every one to whom money had been paid from the 
treasury for the army and navy, for the household, or 
for any other purpose, were included under the same 
menace. If the account-books of twenty years of con- 

A It 18 to be 8%|d for Ridley that he begged and obtained the linen 
fliees, &c. for the use of the hospitals. 
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fusion, daring the latter portion of which almost aO 
public persons, from the council downwards, had vied 
with each other in the race of rapacity, were not 
forthcoming and in order, they were to be proceeded 
against without mercy. 

The sale of chantry lands was expected to yield 
The result! 40,000Z. ; the surrendered lands of the bish- 
Sfm £e*^ opric of Worcester would produce 5000/. 
eommissioDs ^^^.^ . ^j^^ church plate and linen, 20,000Z. ; 

the confiscated estates of the late fraudulent Master of 
the Rolls, and of Sir Thomas Arundel, who had been 
executed as an accomplice in Somerset's conspiracy, with 
a fine inflicted on Lord Paget for the same cause, were 
estimated at 25,000/., " or thereabouts ; " from 90,000/. 
to 100,000/. might be expected from the remaining 
commissions,^ could those commissions be enforced. 
Fall short, ^^^ Setting asidc the injustice of calling sud- 
relroM/of dculy for the accounts of twenty years, when 
teSons'^" ^'^^ disorders had been so universal and the 
formed; example of the ruling powers so flagrantly 
bad, the conduct of Northumberland and Northumber- 
land's friends could bear inspection as little as any 
man's. Another large sum of 40,000/. might be looked 
for from the sale of the estates of the see of Durham, 
^hich was about to be suppressed ; but these estates 
Northumberland designed for himself, and obtained a 
grant of them ; arid as he now really intended to |»ay 
off the crown debts ^ — as, in fact, he was supplying, 
and intended to continue to supply, the 1200/. weekly 
for which Gresham had applied for that purpose, he 
was obliged to look to other resources. A parliament 

1 Further Calculations of the King's Debts and of the Means of pajing 
them : M8, Domestic, Edward VI. Vol. XIV. 

' From a report presented in the first year of Queen )^aiy, it appaavad 
that in be last year of Edward he cleared off QOfiOdL 
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had become a necessity, unwelcome but inevitable. 
A parliament must meet. The blame of the And North- 
public embarrassment could be cast upon rwowes 
Somerset ; arid in a letter to tho council the iiament. 
duke explained the arguments on which he intended 
to apply for a subsidy.^ As the subsidy, however, 
could not be collected till after the next harvest, the 
meeting, he at first thought, might be postponed till the 
following Michaelmas.^ 

Circumstances, however, or the influence of othen. 
or the necessity of pacifying the people, for- January. 
bade the delay. The writs were sent out in are issued, 
January, and as parliament would not grant tiona taken 

., ^ . . 1 . . ,1 to ensure a 

money without inquiry, and mquiry could fevourabie 
only be faced before interested or otherwise Commons. 
favourable judges, the best security was to fill the 
Lower House with men who could be depended upon. 
It has been maintained or assumed, by some writers, 
that the election of members of parliament under the 

1 " There is none other remedy," he said, " to bring his Majesty out of 
the great debts wherein, for one great part, he was left by his Highnesses 
father, and augmented by the wilful government of the late Duke of Somer- 
set, who took upon him the Protectorship and government of his own au- 
thority. His Highness, by the prudence of his father, left in peace with all 
princes, suddenly, by that man's unskilful Protectorship, was plunged in 
wars, whereby his expenses were increased unto the point of six or seven 
score thousand pounds a year over and above the charges for the keeping 
of Boulogne. These things being now so onerous and weighty to the 
King's Majesty, and having all this while been put off by the best means 
we have been able to devise, although but slender shifts, the same is grown 
to such an extremity, as without it speedily be holpen by your wise heads, 
both dishonour and peril may follow ; and seeing them is none other hon- 
ourable means to reduce these evils, I think there be no man that beareth 
his obedient duty to his sovereign lord and country but must conform him- 
self to think this way [of a parliament] most honourable. The cale €i 
lands ye have proved ; the seeking of every man's doings in office ye mind 
to try ; and yet you perceive all this cannot help to salve the sore that hath 
been so long suffered to fester for lack of looking unto." — Northnmberiand 
to the Council: M8, Domestic^ Edward YI. Vol. XT. 

sibid. 
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Tudor princes had but the form of freedom ; that the 
constituencies were treated with no more respect than 
if they had been deans and chapters of cathedrals, who, 
though permitted to pray to heaven to be guided in the 
selection of their bishop, must nevertheless receive that 
guidance through the nomination of the crown. The 
account of the election of 1552-53 will enable us to 
form a more discriminating judgment. Northumber- 
land's House of Commons was, in fact, chosen, like 
the bishops, by a congS cTSlire ; it was a '* convention 
of notables," such as Northumberland was pleased to 
direct to be elected ; but such a mode of election is 
expressly stated to have been introduced on this occa- 
sion, and if freshly introduced, did not exist before.* 
Method in How the votiuff was conducted does not ap- 

•which the i . . i . i " i • • 

elections pear : and it is plain that the constituencies 

were con- ^ . j /• /» • 

ducted. possessed no recognised means or enforcing 
their own choice ; but it is plain, also, that the experi- 
ment of nomination was tried as the general rule of an 
election for the first time. 

A nomination parliament, however, was on this oc- 
casion actually assembled. Either a circular ^ was ad- 

1 On the 16th of August, 1558, Simon Renard, the Flemish ambassador, 
writing to Charles V. of the parliament about to be called by Mary, con- 
sulted him in Mary's name, " si le diet parlement se doit faire g^n^ral, on 
y appellir particuliers et notables du pays par representor le parlement 
telon que le Due de Northumberland Va inti'oduicty — Despatches of Renard, 
copied from the Archives at Brussels : MS. Rolls House. Charles advised 
Mary to trust the people as completel}*^ as possible. 

2 A first draft of the circular is in the British Museum: Lansdoume 
M88. 3. 

" Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. Forasmuch as we have, 
for divers good considerations, caused a summonition of a parliament to be 
made, as we doubt not ye understand the same, by our writs sent in that 
behalf to you, we have thought it meet, for the furtherance of such causes 
•8 are to be propounded in the said parliament for the commonweal of our 
realm, that in the election of such persons as shall be sent to our parliar 
■ent, either fh>m our counties as knights of the shire, or flx>m our oitist 
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dressed to the sheriffs of counties or mayoi's of townii 
rimply naming the persons who were to be chosen, or 
the electors were instructed to accept their directions 
from some member of the Privy Council. In some 
instances the orders of the crown were sent direct to 
the candidate himself,^ and the language in which the 

and bcTOQghs, there be good regard had that the choice be made of men 
of gravity and knowledge in their own counties and towns, fit for their 
understanding and qualities to be in such a great council. And, therefore, 
since some part of the proceeding herein shall rest in you by virtue of 
your office, we do, for the great desire we have that this our parliament 
may be assembled with personages out of every county of wisdom and 
experience, at this present recommend two gentlemen of the same county, 
being well furnished with all good qualities, to be knights of that shire, 

that is to say, and , to whom we would ye should signify this our 

meaning, to the Intent they may prepare themselves to enter into this 
office, being for the weal of their country; and likewise our pleasure is that 
ye shall, at or before the day of the election, communicate this our purpose 
to the gentlemen and such other our subjects of the same, being freeholder! 
of that county, as shall seem requisite, so as they may both see our consid- 
eration and care for the weal of the same shire, and our good memory €i 
those two personages whom we have named unto you.** 

Transversely written on the same page, in the handwriting of Northum- 
berland*s secretary, is a second form, more general. 

" I will and command you that ye shall give notice, as well to the he^ 
holders of your county as to the citizens or burgesses of any city or 
borough which shall have any of our writs for the election of citizens or 
burgesses, that they shall choose and appoint, as nigh as they possibly 
may, men of knowledge and experience within their counties, cities, ot 
boroughs, so as, by the assembly of such, we may, by Grod*s goodness, pro- 
vide for the redress of the lacks in our commonwealth more effectually 
than hitherto hath been. 

" And yet, nevertheless, our pleasure is, that when our Privy Council, ot 
any of them, with their instructions in our behalf, shall recommend mea 
oi' learning and wisdom, in such cases their directions be regarded and fol- 
lowed." 

1 " Te shall understand that his Majesty is right desirous to have the 
parliament now coming to be assembled of the chiefest men of wisdom and 
good counsel, for the better consideration of things for the commonwealth 
of this realm; and, therefore, amongst divers others, hath willed us to 
signify unto you this his pleasure, to have you one of tiie Commons House, 
which thing we also require you to forsee, that either for the county where 
ye abide ye be chosen knight, or else otherwise to have some place in the 
honse like as all others of your degree be appointed. And herein, if either 
lua M^iesty or we knew where to recommend you, according to your owa 
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communications were conveyed implied the most enlirs 
assurance on the part of the government that the dis- 
position of the seats was under their control. 

But for especial interference Northumberland's po- 
Northum- sitiou especially called. The writs with the 
hM^piticu- letters and circulars were sent out on the 
Itou"^ 19th of January. On the 14th, Northum- 
vneaeiness. fcerkud held iu his hands a document which 
avowedly caused him uneasiness. The threatened in- 
quiry into the distribution of the Church lands under 
Henry VIII. had not, perhaps, been pursued ; but " a 
book " had been drawn, " of the charges of the present 
king and of his debts," to the production of which, 
without considerable modifications, the duke felt that 
he could not consent. This particular book I have 
been unable to discover ; but it contained, among other 
things, an account of the various grants professing to 
have been made by Edward to his ministers, or, in 
truer language, appropriated by these ministers to 
their own use during Edward's reign. On the 14th 
A report of of Januarv the duke had the report in his 
granted hauds ; hc scut it to the Marquis of North- 
the crown amptou, with side-uotcs and reflections, the 

during the * . - . n r* i v j 

minority. occasiou and meaumg oi which he expressed 
very frankly in a letter which has fortunately sur- 
vived. 

" The causes," he said, " why I have scribbled the 
book so much, is that I am of opinion that we need not 
to be so ceremonious as to imagine the objections of 
every froward person, but rather to burden their minds 
and hearts with the King's Majesty's extreme debts 
and necessities, grown and risen by such occasion and 

desires, we would not fail but provide the same.** — The Gooncil to Sir P« 
Hobjr 7ani:ai7l9: Harkian JliSS. b2d. 
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means as can be denied by no man ; and that we need 
not to seem to make account to the Commons Northun- 
of his Majesty's liberality and bountifulness doei^ot 
m augmenting ot his nobles, or his benevo- aoooantto 
lence shewed to any his good servants, but of'com^ 
you might thereby make them wanton and SS^tiiS'i 
give them occasion to take hold of your own ^' 

arguments. But as it shall become no subject to argue 
the matter so far, so, if any should be so far out of Tea- 
son, the matter will always answer itself with honour 
and reason to their confuting and shame." ^ 

Although the " scribbled " document has disap- 
peared, the substance of it remains in a separate table 
of reports, which were submitted, eventually, to a 
subsequent parliament,^ and it explains the duke's 
anxiety. 

The total value of the land which had passed from 
the crown, in the reign of Edward VI., by gift, sale, or 
exchange, had been something over a million and a 
half.* Four hundred and thirty-five thousand pounds 
had professedly been paid into the treasury as purchase- 
money. The lands exchanged were worth 350,000Z. 
The value of the lands given away was 730,000?. Of 
these given lands, estates to the extent of The extent 
1200/. a year, worth perhaps 25,000/., went Lords of the 
to endowments of schools and hospitals ; profited by 
3600/. a year was reserved to the crown upon pSSun&M. 
the rents of the rest ; and 9000/. had been paid in 

1 Northumberland to the Lord Chamberlain: M8, Domestic, Edward VI 
Vol. XTI. 

2 Ibid. VI. Vol. XIX. 

s The annual proceeds of the land told wen 21,804?. 14s. id.; the money 
paid for them, 435,277/. 12«. Id. The average value, therefore, was a fhiction 
over twenty years' purchase. Tkji annual proceeds of the lands given wert 
86,746/. l&t. id^ which, on the saiiM calculation, wonld give something ofm 
TIO,0002. 
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money to the crown by the recipients of the royal 
bounty. On the exchanged land there was a reserva- 
tion also of 1900/. a year. 

After liberal deductions on these and all other imag- 
inable grounds, after reasonable allowances for grants 
legitimately made as a reward for services, there will 
remain, on a computation most favourable to the coun- 
cil, estates worth half a million — in the modem cur- 
rency about five millions — which the ministers of the 
Minority with their friends had appropriated — I sup-^ 
pose I must not say stolen — and divided among them- 
selves. In the different lists the names of the council 
appear nowhere as purchasers. They exchanged oc- 
casionally, being nearest to the fountain, and having 
the privilege of the first draught : but, in general, 
when any minister of the crown is mentioned, it is as 
an object merely of unmixed liberality. The literal en- 
tries are an imperfect guide, since it appeared, in the 
inquiries which followed the deposition of Somerset 
from the Protectorate, that conveyances had been 
made out in other names, to cover the extent of the 
appropriations. From the report as it stands the Lord 
Paget and Sir William Petre would seem to have 
made the smallest use of their opportunities; Lord 
Pembroke to have made the best.^ 

With the danger of these revelations impending, 
Htoch. Northumberland must have doubtless felt the 
me«fc?™*The Hiccting of parliament an anxious occasion, 
J^JiJ*J^ notwithstanding his care of the elections. 
Kuifcity' The session opened on the 1st of March ; 
of London, ^j^j^ ^^ neutralize opposition, he had at- 

1 MS. Domestic^ Edward VI. Vol. XIX. The summary at the close of 
the report is made up to the death of Edward, who is. there described M 
the hite king. The report itself is stated to have been drawn up for Pai^ 
liMnent, and was probably, therefore, presented in the first year of Maiy. 
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tempted to gain over, by a promise of long-co^'eted 
concessions, the support of the old-established guilds 
and corporations of the city of London. 

The sixteenth century had seen the shipwreck of 
more than one time-honoured institution. The foreign 
trade from the port of London had been carried on • 
from the time of the Norman sovereigns, down to a 
rocent period, under the jurisdiction of a close body 
of monopolists, representatives of the various guilds 
and companies, entitled the Fellowship of the London 
Merchants. An organization which arises spontane- 
ously has in its origin right upon its side. It springs 
into being as the answer to an acknowledged want 
which, in some degree, more satisfactory or less, it con 
trives to satisfy. It may be believed that so long as 
the desire to do right among theni was stronger than 
the desire to grow rich, a close corporation conducted 
the trade of the country with more inherent equity, 
and with greater honour to the £2nglish name, than 
would have resulted from general competition. But 
exclusive privileges had ended, as usual, in the abuse 
of those privileges. In the twelfth year of Theaxciu- 
Henry VII. the Merchant Adventurers, or legesofth* 
unattached traders, petitioned for the right of London 
which belonged to them as freeborn English- h»d been 

/. . .1 • 1 • ^ /» • abolished by 

men ot carrymg their goods into foreign Henry vn. 
countries, and selling them as they pleased, on their 
own terms. " The Fellowship of London Merchants," 
they said, " for their own singular lucre, contrary to 
every Englishman's liberty," had made an ordinance 
among themselves that no Englishman should buy or 
sell in the markets of the Low Countries without pay- 
ing a line to the Fellowship ; and the fine had been 
gradually raised, till at last a demand of forty pounds 

VOL. V. 
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was made upon every young merchant who was enter- 
ing life before he could be permitted to trade. 

The petition of the Adventurers was heard by par- 
liament. The conduct of the corporation was held to 
be "contrary to all law, reason, charity, right, and 
conscience." Their jurisdiction was closed, and the 
foreign trade was declared free.^ 

In the first half of the century the old-established 
The mar- London houscs had suffered from the compe^ 
deaTour to tition ; and they took advantage of the ne- 

recoyerthese . , pi -i 

priyuegeg. ccssitics ot ah cmbarrassed government to 
make an effort to recover their privileges. 

The reputation of English goods had unquestionably 
suffered in the foreign markets ; and the fraudulent 
manufactures, which were in reality the natural growth 
of an age of infidelity, they represented as the effect 
of a disorganized intrusion of unauthorized persons 
into " the feat and mystery " of merchandize. 

The fall of the exchange, notoriously due to the de- 
basement of the currency, they attributed with equal 
injustice to the same cause ; and Northumberland, to 
gain the support of so strong a body, and too happy to 
rest on others the consequences of his own misdoings, 
undertook, if possible, to gratify them.^ 

1 12 Henry VII. cap. 6. 

s When the House of Commonfl petitioned Heniy VIU. against tht 
abases of the spiritual courts, the bishops replied to the special charges «f 
misconduct with a defence of the principle on which their authority was 
founded. It is amusing to find Sir Thomas Gresham addressing Norths 
umberland with precisely similar arguments. All that was urged, either bj 
prelate or merchant, was most excellent, provided only that the wisdom 
and honesty of the jurisdiction which they defended was equal to its claims 
and professions. '* The exchange,*' wrote Gresham, ^* is one of the chiefest 
points in the commonweal that your Grace and the King's Majesty's Coun- 
cil hath to look unto; for, as the exchange riseih, so all the commodities 
in England falleth ; and as the exchange falleth, so all the commodities in 
England riseth ; as, also, if the exchange riseth, it will be the right occasica 
tbat all oar gold and silver shall remain within our realm. And, to bt 
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An act was prepared in compliance with the request 
of Sir Thomas Gresham, to limit the number of the 

plain with yonr Grace, you shall never he able to hring this to pass except 
you take away one of the greatest occasions of the let and stay thereof, 
that there shall be no more made free of this company of Merchant Ad- 
Yentm^rs from this day forward. For verily they have been and are one 
•f the chiefest occasions of the falling of the exchange; as also, for lack 
of experience, they have brought the commodities of oar realm clean out 
of reputation, as also the merchants of the same, which times past hath 
been most in estimation of all the merchants of th« world. In the few 
fears since the act was made for the new Hanse the merchants and our 
commodities hath fHlIen in decay, and like to fall daily more and more, 
except the matter be prevented in time. For, as your Grace doth right 
well know, where there is no order kept, all things at length falleth to con- 
cision. So, an it please your Grace, how it is possible that eidier a min- 
•tarel player, or a shoemaker, or any crafly man, or any other that hath not 
been brought up in the science, to have the present understanding of the 
feat of the Merchant Adventurers ; to the which science I myself was 
bound prentice eight years, to come by the experience and knowledge that 
I have ; nevertheless, I need not have been prentice for that I was free by 
my father's copy. Albeit my father. Sir Richard Gresham, being a wise 
man, knew, although I was free by his copy, it was to no purpose except 
I was bound prentice to the same. So that by this it may appear to your 
Grace that these men that be made free by this new Hanse, for lack of 
knowledge, hath been and is one of the chiefest occasions of the fall of 
the exchange, as also hath brought our commodities out of reputation. 

" As a further example to your Grace, it is not passing twenty or thirty 
years ago since we had for every twenty shillings sterling thirty-two shil- 
lings Flemish; and the notable number that hath from time to time run 
in headlong into the feat of merchandize, and so entered into credit, when 
they had overshot themselves, and had bound themselves with more 
than their substance would bear, then, for saving of their names, were 
&in to run upon the exchange and rechange; and the merchants, knowing 
tiiat they had need thereof, would not from time to time deliver their 
money but at their prices. So that in these few years the plenty of these 
new merchants, for lack of experience, substance, and credit, hath been 
only the occasion that the exchange fell from thirty-two shillings to 26«. 
M., which was done afore any fall of money passed in England. 

*^ To make an end of this matter, it may please you to understand till 
that the King^s Majesty and you, with the rest of his Most Honourable 
Council, have wholly set an order in the premises, that you shall never be 
able to bring the commodities of this realm to such purpose as heretofore 
hath been ; fcr plenty of merchants without experience is the uttermostly 
deetmction of any realm that hath the like commodities that we have to 
transport, which must be kept in reputation by merchants, or else in proceei 
sf time things will grow to small estimation. 
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Adventurers, and to interfere with and hamper their 
trade with restrictions and disqualifications.^ Having 
Northum- thus Conciliated at least one powerfiil party, 
deayouw to the dukc, ou the 6th of March, introduced his 
Sm. Subsidy Bill in the House of Commons.* 

"Also there is another matter -which is most convenient to be looked 
unto in time. And this is to make a general stay that there may be no 
retailer occupy the feat of Merchant Adventurers, but only to keep him, 
and to live upon his retail: and likewise the Merchant Adventurer to 
oecupy his feat only, and to touch no retail, for divers considerations of 
damage, as doth daily ensue thereof; and, for an example, the retailei 
comes over with the commodities of our realm, which, if a cannot sell them 
at his price, then a falls to bartering of them for silks and such like mer- 
chandize, and careth not to win by his cloth, for that a is sure to win by 
the retail of his silks. Now, the Merchant Adventurer that occupyeth no 
retail cometh over with our commodities to have his gains and his living 
thereby; and for that the retailer doth sell the self commodities better 
cheap than he is able to afford them, a doth not only take away the living 
of the Merchant Adventurer, but in process of time the few numbers dft 
forty or fifty retailers in London will eat out all the merchants within our 
realm.** 

Gresham seemed unconscious of the practical commentary which he was 
making upon his doctrine that only men who understood their business 
should be allowed to trade. His complaint against the retailers was 
merely that they were more skilful than their competitors. 

" For your Grace's better instruction in the matter,** he continued, " it 
may please you to understand that this last March there was one Rowland 
Haywood and Richard Fonikes, both retailers, as also this last year they 
both came in by the new Hanse ; which parties sold here in barter 1500 
eloths of the best sort in England and took half silks for them; and the said 
cloths so sold here was offered by the party that bought them to sell in this 
town for four pounds better cheap than any Merchant Adventurer was able 
to afford them ; which is a matter in the commonweal to be looked upon. 
In consideration whereof, the merchants here with one assent have made 
an act to take effect at Midsummer next coming, with a proviso so tu 
forth as the Ring's Majesty and his Most Honourable Council be agreeable 
to the same, that the retailer shall occupy only his retail, and the Merchant 
idventurer his feat accordingly, to be at their liberty betwixt this and 
then to take to one of them which they shall seem most to their profit^ 
which in my poor opinion seems to me a thing most reasonable.*' — 
Crresham to the Duke of Northumberland: Flanders M88. Edward YL 
State Paper Office. 

^ Note for an Act to be prepared for the Parliament: M8, Domutie, 
WMd VI. Vol. XVI. Ibid. 

■ Commom JowmaU, 7 Edward VI. 
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The preamble was drawn by himself or under his im- 
mediate direction. It repeated, as the occasion for the 
required grant, the words of his own letter ; and the 
exhaustion of the exchequer was attributed exclusively 
to the recklessness of the Duke of Somerset, and the 
wars into which he had plunged the country. To re- 
lieve the country of the debt which had been j^ gubrfdj 
thus increased, two fifteenths and tenths were ^^l^l^^' 
demanded of the laity, to be paid in two |^*5J«?*^ 
years ; with an income-tax of five per cent. ^^^' 
on the rents of their lands for an equal period. The 
clergy were required to give ten per cent, for three 
years on their benefices or other promotions.^ The 
debates are lost. It is known only that the bill was 
long argued, notwithstanding Northumberland's precau- 
tion, and was carried with difficulty .^ Carried it was 
at last ; but the House of Commons was far from com- 
plaisant. The retrospective examination of the public 
accounts had been abandoned, or if not the examina- 
tion, yet the prosecution of defaulters. A measure, 
however, was introduced for an annual audit An «ct b 
of the books of all collectors and receivers, ^^t*** 
with precautions to prevent peculation for the J^Suo^oii- 
future ; and so jealously was the wording of ***^ 
the act examined and sifted, that it was twice drawn 
and redrawn before it was finally passed.^ 

A creditable bill had been designed for the protec- 
tion of the poor tenants of small cottages " against the 
iovering of land from houses ; " and another to prevent 

1 7 Edward VI. 12, 13. 

• Burnet. 

* It is remarkable that in an official list of measures intended to be in- 
trodaced during the session there is no mention of this act. It was probably 
forced upon the government by the debates on the subsidy. — Compare 7 
Edward VI. cap. 1, with the Preparatory List: M8. Domestic^ Edward VI 
VoL XVI. State Paper Office. 



188 John Knox [Cb. 

the bishops and cathedral chapters from gi anting long 
leases on the Church lands, to be renewed upon fines. 
Both these measures were, unfortunately, dropped, aa 
leading up to inconvenient questions. Again, to pacify 
the clergy after the late spoliations, a measure was 
brought forward that " no person not a deacon should 
hold ecclesiastical promotions." The Lords passed it, 
but the Commons declined. The country gentlemen 
refused to unclose their grasp upon the impropriated 
benefices, and the bill was lost upon the third reading. 

A defeat on this last point Northumberland per- 
haps endured with patience. It was of more conse- 
quence to him that he was compelled to disappoint Sir 
Parliament Thomas Grcsham and the merchants of the 
store the city. The bill which had been prepared in 
monopoly, their favour was never introduced. A bill to 
repeal the act of Henry VII. was carried in the Uppei 
House, but the Commons were again obstinate, and the 
monopoly could not be restored.^ 

Nor was it only in parliament that the duke en- 
countered awkward opposition. 

John Knox, who since his dismissal from France, 
A bishopric had held a commission as a preacher in Dur- 
John Knox; ham and Northumberland, was looked upon 
as a desimble person to be promoted to a bishopric. 
The see of Rochester was vacated in the autumn 
Df 1552 by the translation of Ponet to Winchester, 
md the duke thought of nominating Knox to it ; 
jartly, he said, " as a whetstone to quicken the Arch- 
lishop of Canterbury, whereof he had need,'* and 
partly — a more singular reason — to put an end to 
ivnox's ministrations in the north, where he had habit- 
ually disobeyed the Act of Uniformity, and had aot 

^ hardi JoumaU, Commons Joumah, 7 Edward YI. 
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cared to conc^ his objections to the Prayer-book.' 
Northumberland communicated his intentions in a per- 
sonal interview, and was not gratified at the manner in 
which the intimation was received. Under no tempta- 
tion would Knox have accepted an office which he 
believed to be antichristian ; but with his hard grey 
eyes he looked through and through into the heart of 
the second Moses of John Bale, and he could not tell, 
he said, whether he were not " a dissembler gut, beiier- 
in religion." 2 jn fact, he thought he could ^^^,Ci 
tell ; and, not contented with refusing to take f^^^^^ 
a fevour at his hands, he held it to be his ^ptJS^jJ*^" 
duty to make known his opinions to the «°derhim, 
world. Preaching before the court in the spring, while 
Parliament was sitting, in the presence of the And speaks 
king, Northumberland, and the council, he in a sermon 
asked how it was that the most godly princes court, 
had officers and chief councillors the most ungodly, 
enemies to religion, and traitors to their princes ; and 
quoting the characters of Ahithophel, Shebnah, and 
Judas, he fastened the first with a transparent allusion 
on Northumberland ; the second he gave to Paulet, 
Marquis of Winchester. Judas was present also, 
though he pointed less certainly to the person whom he 
regarded as the counterpart of the treacherous apostle.' 

I Northumberland to Cecil, October 28, 1552: Tytler, Vol. II. 

» Northumberland to Cecil, December 7, \552: Tytler, Vol. 11. 

* ** Who, I pray ^ou, ruled the roast in tLe court all this time by stout 
courage and proudness of stomach ? who I pray you, ruled all by counsel 
and wit? Shall I name the man? I will write no more plainly than my 
tongue spake even to the face of such ^s of whom I meant. I recited the 
histories of Ahithophel, Shebnah, and Judas; of whom the two former had 
high offices and promotions, with great authority, under David and Ileze- 
iuah, and .Judas was pursebearer unto Christ Je8us.*J ** Was David, 
■aid I, and Hezekiah abused by crafty councillors and dissembling bypo- 
erites? What wonder is it that a young and innocent king be deceived by 
eraftj, covetous, wicked, and ungodly councillors ? I am greatly alnld 
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He vituperated from the pulpit the vices of th« comti 
and the worldliness of the faction who were misgoyem- 
ing the country. Since discipline could not be restored^ 
he, and those who felt with him the enormity of the 
times, established ^7 their own authority this second 
form of excoifiraunication.^ 

Northumberland, who had witnessed the fell of the 
old clergy, had no intention of enduring the insolence 
of the new. At the end of March Cranmer produced 
Northum- ^^ ^^ Housc of Lords his reformed code of 
pro^is"* canon law. Northumberland rose, and, tum- 
pMUament* ^"g fiercely on the archbishop, bade him 
fr!>nte*^*'of' attend to the duties of his office. The dergy 
the clergy, ^erc goiug bcyoud their province, presuming 

that AhJthophel is councillor, that Judas bears the purse, and that Shebnab 
is scribe, controller, and treasurer/' And yet Knox afterwards accused 
him!*elf for want of boldness. " I did speak of men's faults,'* he says, " m 
that all men might know whom I meant; but, alas! this day my con- 
science accuseth me that I spake not as my duty was to have done — for I 
ought to have said to the wicked man expressly by his name, thou shalt 
die the death. Jeremiah, the prophet, Elijah, Elisha, JVIicah, Amos, Daniel, 
Christ Jesus himself, and after him his apostles, expressly warned the 
bloodthirsty tyrants and dissembling hj'pocrites of their danger. Why 
withheld we the salt? I accuse none but myself. The blind love that I 
did bear to this m^'^ wicked carcase was the chief cause why I was not fer- 
vent and faithful enough. I had no will to provoke the hatred of men 
Against me. So touched I the vices of men in the presence of the greatest 
that they might see themselves to be offenders; but yet, nevertheless, I 
would not be seen to proclaim manifest war against the manifest wicked; 
whereof unfeigaedly I ask God mercy." — Admonition to the Faithful in 
England. 

1 Knox was not always just. He afterwards accused the Marquis of 
Winchester of having been the first contriver of the conspiracy to set aside 
Mary; whereas, he was among the most consistent opponents of that con- 
spiracy. He charged Gardiner vrith having advised the Spanish mar- 
riage, although there was nothing which Gardiner so much dreaded. 
Nevertheless, the power of passing censures on the conduct of public mez!, 
in the name of right and wrong, is one which, in some form or other, has 
existed, and ought to exist, in every well-ordered community. The most 
effective and the least objectionable instrument of such criticism ia the 
imblio press as it is conducted at the present day isr this country. 
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in their sermons to touch the doings of their superion. 
"You bishops," he said, "look to it at your peril. 
Take heed that the Uke happen not again, or you and 
your preachers shall suflFer for it together.** The arch- 
bishop ventured a mild protest. He had heard no com- 
plaints of the preachers, he said ; they might have 
spoken of vices and abuses; he did not know. 
"There were vices enough," Northumberland an- 
swered violently, " no doubt of that ; " " the fruits of 
the Gospel in this life were sufficiently meagre." * 
Assailed in the pulpit, thwarted in the Commons, hated 
by the people, the haughty minister found his temper 
failing him, and the smooth exterior less easy to main- 
tain. " Those about me," he complained to Cecil, 
" are so slack as I can evil bear it ; indeed, of late, but 
for my duty to the State, my heart could scarce endure 
the manner of it."^ He had secured the Becoming 
subsidy ; the continued sitting of a parliament ^^^J;, 
was inconvenient when his own nominees had p*'^**™^*- 
opposed him ; on the last of March, within a month of 
the meeting, it was dissolved. 

It is a question on which much depends, yet one 
which, nevertheless, there is httle chance of adequately 
answering, whether the fortunes of Northumberland 
were not now bringing him to a point where he must 
either rise higher or fall utterly, irrespective of the life 
or death of the young king. The enthusiastic cor- 
respondents of BuUinger assured him that Edward 
regarded the duke as a father, and Edward by his con- 
duct at the close of his hfe proved that his own confi- 
dence was not yet shaken ; but the power of English 

1 Scheyfiie to Charles V.: MS. BoUs Eouse, transcribed from tli* 
iiS Archives. 
* Northumbprland to CeoO : Lan$doume M88, 8. 
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wmm^eis larelv sanmred intense unpopolari^. Bj 
the acckients of the rerfJation, bj *^ stoat courage and 
proadnes of stomach,*' br dextentr, perhaps bj crime, 
XorthomberlaDd was become almost absolute — abso- 
lute as the able man can always make himself in times 
(/ disorder, if he is nntroobled with moral scruples, 
when his competitors for power are as unprincipled as 
April. himself, and only his inferiors in capacity. 

£523Tpo. ^^^ as it was only a temporary convulsion 
«m« erisi. ^ ^^^ placed a person of so poor a type of 
2l^2ttSS character at the head of the government, so 
thtptoti^ Northumberland was detested while he was 
obeyed. Those who, like Cecil, were treated by him 
with apparent cordiality, those whom he had addressed 
as his friends, whom he seemed to entrust with his 
most secret thoughts, felt his influence like a night- 
mare.^ The growing discernment, the earnest interest 
He had pow- '^^ pubUc afiairs, and the consciousness of the 
miM ^^Dg disorganization of the State, which Edward 
Stj^toorer- exhibited more and more as he grew older, 
thpow him. ^quIJ jjave sooncr or later brought forward 
other ministers ; in two years he would be of age, when 
inquiry could not have been avoided ; and Northum- 
berland's influence would scarcely have survived the 
revelations which Arundel, whom he had imprisoned, 
Paget^ whom he had stripped of his estates and expelled 
from the Order of the Garter,^ with the friends of 

1 Korthumberland's Correspondence with Cecil in the State Paper Office 
fl >WB over with confidence, public spirit, and zeal for religion, with all 
those studied graces of expression, which charmed and deceived the eager 
Protestants. Yet, on his release from the court, when Edward was dead, 
And the spell was broken, Cecil entered in his Journal **7 Julii libertatem 
ideptus sum morte regis, ex misero aulico factus liber et mei juris.'* — 
Lffe of Burghletfy by Nares. 

2 ^ Chiefly," says Edward, in his Journal^ ** because he was no genUe* 
man bora neither by the father*8 nor the mother's side." BevolatioiiBrf 
govern meats are not generally so scrupulous about high birth. 
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Somerset, would have brought to light when opportn- 
nity permitted. His unpopularity in the country was 
a present feet, which every day became more embar- 
rassing ; and he had no friends except among the in- 
capable or the dreamers. Wolsey, Cromwell, Somerset, 
had fellen successively from the same height to which 
Northumberland had climbed ; and the Nemesis which 
haunts political supremacy irregularly ob- nia power 
tained, would not have feiled to overtake one to^uurij 
whose administration had been scandalous to 2^lJSit^y 
the empire, whose errors had arisen, not from '**** 
generous weakness, not from large purposes too un- 
scrupulously followed, but from a littleness of mind 
rarely combined with talents and with courage so con- 
siderable as those with which the duke must be cred- 
ited. His overthrow could not but at times have 
seemed likely to him, unless he could by some means 
rest his power on a harder foundation ; and therefore 
it was that, as Sir Richard Morryson said, he never 
moved forward directly upon any subject without 
looking to the possible consequences to him- An«cipating 
self. He had played a double game with had played 
the Emperor. After risking the peace of au parties. 
the kingdom on the question of Mary's mass, he had 
contrived that in private she should not ftirther be 
interfered with. He affected extreme Protestant 
opinions to keep his place with the Reformers. He 
was Imperialist, he was French, he had an anchor 
thrown out in all quarters from which a wind might 
blow. However events might turn, he had done some- 
thing, or he had affected something which would pro- 
vide him a resource should he be dri\en to shift his 
colours. 

But this uncertain attitude could not be maintained 
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for ever. A crisis came which compelled liim to choote 
his course. 

Edward with varying health had arrived at the age 

But Edward f^**' *^ ^^® male Tudors, the age at which 
now fella ill, Prince Arthur had died, at which his brother 
the Duke of Richmond had died. The cough to which 
he was always subject had increased in the late winter. 
H^* dissolved parliament in person, but immediately 
after he was removed to Greenwich in a state of 
marked debility, and by the end of April the gravest 
alarms were entertained for his life. Philosophers, wh^ 
believe that great events are enveloped in great causes, 
that the future is evolved out of the present by lawn 
unerring as those which regulate the processes of 
nature, can see in the grandest of individual men but 
instruments which might easily have been dispensed 
with ; and in the cracking of the thread of a human 
soul but a melting raindrop, or a leaf fluttering from a 
bough. Centuries, it may be, take their complexion 
from these large influences ; and broad laws of progress 
may shape the moulds for the casting of eras ; but the 
And the fete living Englishman of the sixteenth century 
w'eu M^of ** would have seen in these closet speculations 
w'lnd"*" but the shadow of a dream compared with the 
S^ otma interests which depended on the result of the 
disorder. iHness of a boy who was not yet sixteen. 
The eyes of England, of the Emperor, of the Pope, of 
the King of France, of all the civilized world, were 
turned with almost equal agitation to the sick-bed at 
Greenwich. 

The reverses of France in the autumn of 1552 had 
fliat»ofth§ produced a return of civility to England* 
Continent. Stuklcy's sturies, as we have seen, were denied 
or explained away. The complaints of the merchants 
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were disposed of peaceably by commissioners, and the 
efforts and the anxieties of the court of Paris were 
directed wholly towards Metz, where Charles in per- 
son, with the Duke of Alva and 45,000 men, had sate 
down to wrench his conquest from the Duke of Guise, 
A winter siege was an enterprise at which the Em- 
peror in his better days would have hesitated ; but 
since the flight from Innspruck he had been observed 
to be unequal to himself; and illness and bad fortune 
had made him obstinate. On the 24th of No- charie* v. 
vember the siege was opened. The Spaniards Meu. 
pushed their trenches towards the walls ; the French 
pushed trenches forwards from the walls to meet them ; 
and the works were so close, that besiegers and besieged 
were in shot of each other's " hand-guns." The. bat- 
teries played incessantly on the city, and breaches were 
Dpened; but fresh walls rose behind the ruins; mid- 
night sallies carried off the Imperial guns ; fever and 
dysentery wasted the Imperial troops. In December 
there came a frost harder than any living Theftt)«t 
man remembered, and the gout came back Se^^f 
to Charles, so violently, that Morryson " sup- "nnot^Se 
posed the Emperor should not much longer *^^^' 
need any ambassador ; there were few that could better 
digest Fortune's foul play than he ; yet good-nature 
might be provoked too far." ^ The Spaniards might 
shiver to death in their tents, but Metz could not be 
taken ; and Charles was carried back to Luxemburg, as 
he believed, to die. 

As soon as the failure was known in England, North- 
umberland, either thinking the opportunity a good one 
to increase his own influence, or to recover for the 
country its weight in the councils of Europe, offered to 

1 Iforryson to Cecil, MB. Germany^ bundle 15, State Paper Office 
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mediate. Sir William Pickering was instracted to 
make overtures for a peace at Paris. Sir Andrew 
Dudley, the Duke's brother, was sent to Luxerabui^.^ 
The Emperor was in extremity of sickhess ; so ill 
January. ^^at Morryson, who accompanied Dudley to 
Sil*^di?"* ^^s bedroom, said that he had often seen him 
likely to die. suffering, but *' never so nigh gone, never so 
dead in the face, his hand never so lean and pale and 
wan." " His eyes, that were wont to be ftiU of life 
when all the re<4t had yielded to sickness, were now 

1 Dadley and Monyson were admitted into the Emperor^s bedroom. 
•* We found there," wrote the latter, " the Prince of Piedmont, the Dnko 
of Alva, the Bishop of Arras, Don Diego, M. de Vaux, the Count of Eg- 
mont, with all those of his chamber, it being better furnished with hangings 
than ever I found it before. Mr. Dadley, after reverence done to him at 
our entry, being almost come to his Majesty, did press to kiss his hand; 
but he, putting his hand to his cap, not being able, as it should seem, to put 
it so high as to take it off, would not suffer him to kiss it. Mr. Dudley 
declared his instructions. The Emperor took them in very thankful part; 
and not being able to speak loud, and Mr. Dudley, by reason of his extreme 
cold, not being able to hear him, did with signs will me to mark. Where- 
upon the Emperor, somewhat perceiving the matter, I said that Mr. Dad- 
ley was so stuffed and ^topped in his head, that he could not well hear un- 
less his Majesty did speak louder; nor I well understand, unless it would 
please his Majesty to speak Italian. Whereupon, being willinger to speak 
Italian than able to speak louder, he said to me in Italian — I thank my 
good brother the king for his friendly sending and for his noble and princely 
offers, and for my part will leave nothing undone that may by any means 
cither maintain or increase the amity. I, for my part, will at all times 
bear the king my good brother the affection of a father, and not fail him 
when my friendship may do him profit. It is much to his honour, and no 
small praise to him, that he, so young, hath this zeal and this care for the 
quietness and concord of Christendom, and such a desire to see it ccn- 
lerved from the Turk*8 tyranny. 

" And where my good brother doth offer his travail with the spending 
of his treasure for the atoning of the French king and me, I do give him 
my hearty thanks for it Marry, as I did not begin the wars, so I cannot 
with mine honour make any answer to this my good brother's request till 
I understand what mine enemy would do. 

" And here, though in very deed his Majesty was hoarse at the beginning 
yet, when he came to same his enemy, he spake so loud as Mr. Dudley 
joight hear easily what he said." — Morryson to the Council : Af8.Gtrma9§ 
Edward VI. State Paper Office. 
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heavy and dull, as nigh death in their looks," " as ever ** 
Morryson " saw any." The cunning Arras, the iron 
Alva, the chivalrous Egmo\it, were standing moum- 
fiiUy at the bedside. The Prince of Savoy forced a 
Bmilo as the ambassadors entered, but talked like ^* a 
man amazed." ^ 

Charles roused himself with an effort. He spoke 
with extreme difficulty, but with courtesy and England 
clearness. He thanked the English govern- mediate, bai 
ment for their kindness, which he said he France nor 
would ever remember. But as for the peace, wui make 
he did not begin the war, and he could not yances. 
with honour be the first to propose terms on which to 
end it. His ^^ enemy " must speak first ; and as he 
spoke of his enemy his fiery nature kindled up, and 
the faint voice sounded out clear and stem. 

The same spirit was shown at Paris. Henry, too, 
was ready for peace ; he would accept the advances of 
the Emperor, but he would not commence ; and for 
the first few weeks of the year, while the season caused 
a compulsory armistice, the arbitration could not ad- 
vance over the first preliminaries. 

Yet, if peace there was to be* both parties appeared 
inxious to arrive at it through the mediation of Eng« 
land. A nuncio came in February from Home, with 
an offer of the Pope's services, but he could not obtain 
admission into the Emperor's presence.^ The King of 
France assured Pickering that, so far as he was con- 
cerned, he desired nothing better than to place himself 
in English hands. Yet Pickering, who was a shrewd, 

1 Monyson to the Council : MS. Germany^ Edward YI. State Paper OfSce. 

s ** And because it will not be/' said Morryson, *^ he is in such a chaf^ 
that there are few here than can get leave from him to eat eggs this Lttit. 
If men were as wise as he is stubborn, they might perhaps drive him to bt 
the suitor, and to pray them to take his licences, not only to eat eg^^ ba 
lo eat eggs* sons and daughten, if they come in their way." ^-Hiid. 
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clear-sighted man, at the close of a long and smooth 
interview, came to a conclusion ^^ that England would 
do well to trust neither of those princes." They would 
regard no promise, no duty, no obligation, which might 
interfere with " their own convenience." ^ He might 
have added that England also was only consulting her 
March. Convenience ; but, from the correspondence 
toteTare at ^^ *^® three courts, there appear to have been 
^'eSto^h ^^ ®*^^ ^^ them, as usual, separate partio® 
powers. ^j^Ij separate policies whose views crossed 
and intercepted one another. 

On the 2d of April, the Bishop of Norwich and Sir 
Philip Hoby went to Brussels, whither Charles had re* 
moved, to repeat the proposals which had been made 
through Dudley .2 Morryson was recalled, but his 
Northum- recall was immediately countermanded ; and 
unable to in May, Northumberland was corresponding 
courae. with him on the feasibility of the league which 
had been spoken of before between England, the Em- 
pire, and the German States against France.^ At the 
same time he was assuring Boisdaulphin, the French 
ambassador in England, *' that he would never bear 
arras unless in the service of his own sovereign, or of 
his Most Christian Majesty.^ And again, simultane- 
ously, an agent of the English government in the Neth- 
erlands was privately betraying the secrete, so far as he 
knew them, of Northumberland's party to Charles.^ 

It is at once useless and unnecessary to trace the com- 
i-licated involutions of a general distrust. It is clear 
only that so long as they were at war, both France and 

^ Pickering to the Council : MS, France^ bundle 10, State Paper Office. 
S Their commission was signed somewhat singularly by all the Council 
tmeq>t Northumberland. — MS. Germany, Edward VI. State Paper Office. 
» MS, Ibid. 

^ Boisdaulphin to the King of France: Ambcumdes tk NocaXUi^ Vol II 
• MB, Germany, Edward Y I. State Paper Office. 
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the Empire desired really the support of England. 
The Emperor was exhausted.^ France had its eye on 
Calais, hut was in no condition, as yet, to strike for it. 
Northumberland, professing to be an impartial friend 
to both, was making secret and separate overtures (o 
each, unknown to the other. Up to the time that 
Edward's illness showed a likelihood of terminating 
fatally, the duke was uncertain in which direction it 
would be most for the advantage of England to incline 
the balance, while his own interests had no special bias 
either way. And again, aware of the disposi- j^^y, 
tion of the man with whom they had to deal, J^Sh thl* 
both Charles and Henry felt the necessity of SXXiSi. 
watching the duke ; under the ostensible pre- **«'^°<*' 
text of meeting the English oflTer of mediation, the ablest 
of their diplomatists were dispatched to London to in- 
trigue, to watch events, to obtain information by fair 
means, by foul means, by any means. 

Simon Renard, the minister of the Emperor, had 
been governor of a district in Franche Comt^. simon Be- 
Unknown, as yet, to European fame, Renard fromBrua- 
was known to Sir Philip Hoby, who, writing Engumd, 
to Cecil of the probability of Edward's death, and of 
the influence which he might exercise over Mary, 
should Mary succeed, exclaimed, " If England should 
be ruled by such a councillor, woe, woe to England, 

1 Sir Philip Hoby sent a second sad picture of Charleses condition to 
Cecil. " The Prince here is very feeble and weak of hody, and every day 
decayeth more and more in the same. So doth his credit in like manner 
decay, both in Germany, Italy, and all other places — nothing beloved, 
but disobeyed in a manner of all. Also out of soldiers* estimation. Yea, 
and his proceedings in every place go very ill forward. So as it seemeth 
nnto me good fortune hath forsaken him, and he is like every day fastec 
•ad faster to diminish in love, estimation, and power, than presently ht 
doth in strength of body, all be so earnestly bent against him m fitf m I 
Mn perceive.*' -* Hoby to Cecil: Bwrkigk Paptm^ YoL L 

VOL. V. 29 
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for then it would come to ruin and destruction, and 
them that favour God's Word would be in worse case 
than those that were in the time of Sodom and Go- 
And Antoine Hiorrah." ^ Antoinc de Noailles, one of three 
Mi2 frSir ^ distinguished brothers, of old and noble fam- 
Fmnce. j|y^ j^g^j scrved with honour in the wars of 

Francis I. He was present at the defeat of the Em- 
peror in Provence in 1536. Succeeding d'Annebaut, 
as admiral of the French fleet, it was he who dispatched 
Villegaignon to Scotland with the ships which brought 
Mary Stuart into France; and he was governor of 
Bordeaux at the time when he was chosen by the king 
for the delicate mission to England. Noailles reached 
London in the middle of May. Renard not till six 
weeks later. From the despatches of these two, and 
before their arrival, from those of Scheyfne and Bois- 
daulphin, the ambassadors in ordinary, is to be gathered 
so much as can be known of the secret history of the 
attempt of Northumberland to alter the succession to 
the crown. 

No sooner was Edward known to have been re- 
Bdward's movcd to Greenwich in consequence of ill- 
increases, ness, than his death w&s instinctively antici- 
pated. Only once, after his arrival there, he was seen 
in the garden ; after that he was confined entirely to 
his room. By the end of April he was spitting blood, 
his disorder presenting the same symptoms which had 
preceded the death of his brother the Duke of Rich- 
mond, and the country was felt to be on the eve of a 
new reign. Vast as, at such a prospect, the excite- 
TiM accee- Dient must havc been, the accession of Mary, 
fiSoi^ should the king die, was looked forward to as 
*•*** a matter of course. The long agitation of 

1 Hoby to Cecil: Bwrkigk Papwi^ Yd. L 
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the sabject, the anxieties and the scandals which the 
uncertainty had occasioned in the last reign, and the 
deliberate settlement of the grown by act of parliament 
as well as by her father's will, in Mary's favour, had 
familiarized the minds of all men with the name of the 
princess as their future sovereign, should Edward leave 
no children. The question had been mooted, had been 
discussed, had been decided ; and on grounds of public 
safety there was no disposition to raise further doubt 
on a subject of so much magnitude. Although a 
queen was a novelty in the constitution, the people 
would rather submit to a queen, and to a queen of am- 
biguous legitimacy, than risk the chance of another 
War of the Roses. 

Personally Mary was popular. She had lived in 
retirement, and her objections to the later nerreUg- 
developments of the Reformation were well loM,*3?fir 
known ; but on this point she had the support J^iw7, no? 
of a powerful party. The sufferings of her rfjl^^an 
mother, and the religious persecution which o^*«*^** 
she had herself undergone, had secured her the affec- 
tion of the people, which as yet she had done nothing 
to forfeit. A return to communion with the See of 
Rome was unthought of. Mary herself was not sup- 
posed to desire what, in common with the rest of the 
country, she had renounced under her father. A return 
to the constitution of religion as her father left it, was 
probably the wish of three quarters of the English na- 
tion. The orthodox Catholics were outraged by the 
imprisonment of the bishops, and the establishment by 
law of opinions which they execrated as heresy. The 
moderate English party had no sympathy with a tyr- 
anny which had thrust the views of foreign Reformers 
bi force upon the people. Even the citizens of Lon« 
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don, whero Protestantism had the strongest hold, had 
been exasperated by the offensive combination of sacri* 
lege and spoliation with a pedantry which could not 
bear the sound of the church-bells, and regarded an 
organ as impious. The clergy at the moment when 
the king's illness became serious were being subjected 
to a compulsory subscription to the Forty-two Articles, 
under pain of ejection from their benefices ; while the 
universal corruption of public functionaries, the suffer- 
ings of the poor, the ruin of the currency, and the em- 
barrassment of the finances, reflected double discredit 
on the opinions of which these were considered the 
results. It was assumed that Mary was English, that 
TheProfc- slie w^ould govcm only through an English 
a^?hS^' parliament and with English ministers. The 
S>Mm^^ tyranny of Rome had not been broken that it 
•zecrated. might be foUowcd by a more intolerable tyr- 
anny of Protestantism. 

Northumberland bowed outwardly to the general 
Northum- feeling. He supplied the princess, who was 
fc'te to t^t ^^^^ ^^ Hunsdon in Hertfordshire, with regu- 
^ptiye"" ^^ bulletins of the king's health ; and he re- 
*'**'» stored to her the arms and quarterings which 

she had borne as heir-presumptive before the divorce of 
her mother.^ Yet it was observed that he was collect- 
ing money with unusual eagerness. There were ru- 
mours of disagreement at the council board. It was said 
that Lord Pembroke had desired to leave London, and 
had been forcibly compelled to remain ; ^ and at the end 
of April a marriage was announced as about to take 
place between Lord Guilford Dudley, the duke's fourth 

i Scheyfhe to the Eqperor: Scheyfhe*s Despatches: MS, MoOiBmm 
i^rmoscript from the Brubsels Archives, 
s Sdieyfiie. 
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ion, a boy of seventeen, and Lady Jane Grey.* What- 
ever may have been his internal speculations, however, 
Northumberland had so far given no* hints of intending 
a change to the Privy Council. Mary's friends among 
the Lords were in constant communication with 
Scheyfhe, and through Scheyfhe with the princess. 
Not a word was spoken, not a move of importance was 
made, but the ambassador had instant notice. In fact, 
Northumberland himself was still hesitating. Three 
times in the month of May his instructions to Sir 
Richard Morryson were altered. At the beginning 
there vm to be a league between England, the Em- 
pire, and the Germans. A few days later Morryson 
was told to go no fiirther with it.^ On the ^^^^ ^^^ 
24th he was informed doubtfully that he might SinS^how 
feel his way towards it with the Emperor ***"^*' 
again. Had the duke intended merely to throw the 
Emperor off his guard, vacillation would have been 
unnatural and out of place. Deliberate hypocrisy can- 
not afford to be inconsistent. 

It is needless to credit Northumberland with anxiety 
for the public interest. He must first have en- 
deavoured to satisfy himself of the effects which Mary's 
accession would produce upon his own fortunes. Could 
he have hoped to retain his present authority, ambition 
for his family would not have tempted him into an 
effort to set her aside ; and he may have believed that 
his underhand manoeuvring had given him a hold on 
the princess's gratitude. But he must soon Butheibeit 
have convinced himself that any such expec- accession 
tation would be disappointed. On the day his pow«r, 
that Mary set her foot upon the throne the gates of the 

\ Scheyfiie. 

i Inttractioiis to Sit Bichard Monyson: CotAon. MBS, GaXba^ li. 
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Tower would open ; Norfolk and Gardiner wonld return 
Andperbaiw to the council. and the conservative Lordi 

will ruin his 

fcrtanes, to the court. The lips of those that he had 
oppressed wonld be opened. Somerset's murder would 
rise in judgment against him. He knew too well ^^ the 
dead men's bones and all uncleanness " which lay con- 
cealed behind the fair surface of his godly professions. 
Was there, then, any hope that the succession could be 
changed ? The fanatics dreaded Mary as much as North* 
umberland dreaded her. However moderate might be 
her poUcy, the best which they could look for would be 
toleration. They would lose their supremacy, and the 
privilege of forcing their opinions upon others. The 
duke might rely, therefore, on them and on their lead- 
ers among the bishops. But the ultra-faction was na- 
mericalty small ; and unless he could strengthen his 
hands with more in^uential support, his chances were 
nothing. It was possible for him, however, to work upon 
many of the laity with the phantom of reaction, which, 
under the mildest form, had its terrors for those to 
whom, by grant or purchase, the estates of the church 
had fallen. It was possible to work upon the superstition 
of the king, who had been made bitter against his sister 
by the collision into which he had been forced with 
And he finds ^er. The woak Duke of Suffolk could be 
SSS^that bi l®d away by the prospect of a crown for his 
toSte?toi* daughter; and there were others among the 
■ucceasion ncw-madc lords whose influence, if not for- 
tune, depended on the continuance in power of the rev- 
olutionary party. Above all, Northumberland had pos- 
session of the situation. He had the organized mili- 
tary force of the kingdom at his disposal, which was at 
this time considerable. The fleet, the arsenals, the 
fortresses, the treasury were all in his hands ; and ht 



im.] Views of France. 456 

might count with certainty on the support of France, 
which would be only too happy to prevent the crown 
of England from falling to so close a connexion of the 
Emperor. 

These considerations (and there were others, per- 
haps, which we do not know) might have seemed to 
the most calculating statesman to offer a reasonable 
chance of success. A desperate man, with ruin staring 
him in the face if he left events to take their course — 
with power for himself and the kingdom for his family 
if he tried fortune and found her favourable — would 
have thrown the hazard with far lighter grounds of 
hope. The duke waited, however, before he moved — 
before^ probably, he took his own final resolution — 
till it became quite certain that Edward could not 
recover. 

The prospect of Mary becoming queen was natu- 
rally raising the spirits of the Imperialists. Boisdaul- 
phin, with Noailles, who had just arrived, was corre- 
spondingly anxious ; Scheyfhe, they saw, was " not 
asleep ; " and on the 4th of May they pressed for a 
private interview with the duke. They had The French 
been long anxious, they said, to be admitted JJ^Sm by 
to the king's presence. They had been an- Jf mJ^J^ 
swered that his illness made it impossible for ***«*®^- 
him to receive them ; but in the meantime the longer 
they were kept from the court, the more significant 
of the approaching attitude of England their absence 
would appear. They suggested that, if they could not 
see the king, the world might be made to suppose that 
they had seen him. A plan was arranged. The next 
day they were invited to dine at Greenwich, and as 
they were rising from the table, Northampton brought 
a message into the room that Edward was expecting 
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them. They followed into a private apartment ; and 
while the court believed that they were by the sick- 
bed, they were joined by Northumberland and others 
of the council, who entered at large with them on the 
The French gT^at qucstiou of the momcut. The duke 
S^rSSi^"' declared that he was wholly French ; and as 
NwSJum. *^® conversation went forward, he at last 
^Tehm ad- asked them what they would do, were they 
^*" in his (the duke's) position. Noailles, cau- 

tious of what he committed to paper, informed his 
master that he did not fail to suggest what would be 
most to the advantage of France.^ 

The same day, Edward being reported worse, and 
his attendants requiring further advice, the family phy- 
sician of Northumberland was called in, with a pro- 
fessor of medicine from Oxford ; to these a woman was 
afterwards added, who professed to be in possession of 
some mysterious specific ; and before they were ad- 
mitted to the sick-room they were sworn, in the pres- 
ence of Northumberland, Northampton, and Suffolk, 
to reveal to no one the king's condition,^ The guard 
wudni- at the Tower was doubled, and a rumour 
London. spread in London that Elizabeth had been 
sent for to be married to Lord Warwick, whose wife 
was to be divorced to make room for her. A few days 
later Scheyfiie reported that something (he knew not 
what) was going forward. Five hundred men had 
been quietly introduced into Windsor Castle by North- 
ampton. He had been privately informed that the 

1 " II est vena jusques h nous demander ce que nous ferions si noni 
estions en sa place, k quoi nous n'avons obmis, sire, de luy respondre et 
proposer tout ce que nous avons peu juger tendre au bien faveur et advan- 
tage de yos affaires." — Boisdaolphia and Noailles to the King of Frmoti 
AmbassadeSf Vol. II. pp. 6, 7. 

* Scheyfiie. 
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nine nobleman, with Suffolk and two or three otherii 
was going down into Hertfordshire, to form a 
cordon silently round Hunsdon, to take pos 
session of Mary's person, when the signal ■•*»**«7« 
should be given them from London. With evident 
alarm, he added that Pembroke was one of the con- 
spirators,^ which, on the 25th of May, received a 
further and a strange confirmation. On that day 
London was startled with three extraordinary mar^ 
riages^ — extraordinary, and, considering the king's ill« 
ness, and the rank of the ladies concerned, in the high- 
est degree indecent. Lady Catherine Dudley was 
married to Lord Hastings. The two elder xhethrat 
daughters of the Duke of Suffolk, princesses the duIw of 
of the blood, and possible heirs of the crown, married, 
were disposed of together ; Lady Jane Grey to Lord 
Guilford Dudley ; and I^ady Catherine to Pembroke's 
son, Lord Herbert. There had been an alarm lest 
Mary or Elizabeth might make some objectionable alii* 
ance with a foreigner. Care was taken that there 
should be no such fear on account of those who were 
next to them in the order of succession, prom which 
That some project was concealed behind SSJuSTii'^ 
these precipitate unions, and that the duke "'*«^*«*- 
had secured a powerful supporter in the Earl of Pem- 
broke, was no longer doubted. 

Yet what the project was continued a mystery. On 
the 80th Scheyfiie wrote again that the king Batthen*. 
was sinking slowly but surely. His head and y^Su'iSi. 
legs were swelling, and he could only sleep ^^^*^ 
with the assistance of opiates ; he might perhaps live 

1 KorthnBiberland said afterwards that Pembroke was the first origina- 
tor of the plot. This is not likely; bat the evidence does not warrant a 
oifftiiii Gonclosion. 
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two months, but that was the longest ; while an at* 
tempt, it was now certain, would be made to exclude 
Maiy from the throne. Religion would be one pre- 
text, and others could be made or found. France 
would assist — bribed, so Scheyfhe had been told, by 
the promise of Ireland. Elizabeth could be got rid of, 
or married to Warwick, or Northumberland would take 
her, and seize the crown for himself.^ 

Through the firet days of June the ambassador's 
The project reports acquired more and more consistency* 
tiBtenayT As each step was taken he had instant and 
accurate information. There had been a difficulty in 
arranging the plans for the seizure of Mary. The 
Lords, who were to have been her captors, had either 
disagreed among tliemselves, or their fidelity was 
doubtful. Northumberland and his friends were buy- 
ing up or securing all the arms in London ; ships in the 
river were preparing for sea. The plan was now to 
wait for the king's death, and then at once to seize the 
noblemen who were expected to take Mary's side. 
Mary herself was to be invited to the Tower to receive 
the crown, and then to be secured. The duke was 
keeping up an appearance of studied respect towards 
her. He flattered himself that his secret had been 
kept, and that she would fall without difficulty into the 
snare. The Tower gates safely locked behind her, the 
ports were to be closed, and the evangelical preachers 
were to inform the people from the pulpits that, being 
illegitimate, she was incapable of sovereignty ; that 
religion would be in danger; that the holders of 
Church property would be deprived of theii estates, 
that the papal jurisdiction would be restored, and that, 
on constitutional grounds, England could not be ruled 

1 Scheyfhe to Chailes Y., May 80: BolU Souu MS8. 
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over by a woman. Elizabeth's person would be se- 
cnred with Mary's, but she would be treated with 
more respect, since the duke might find it necessary to 
make use of her. 

So stood the plot as it was communicated to Scheyfne 
in the first week in June. But, although June. 
Northumberland was confident of success, he umberiand 

, , is waiiMd 

was assured privately that the opposition that h« win 

not flASilT 

would be more considerable than was antici- succeed. 
pated. Mary was as generally popular as the duke 
was detested ; all the peers but a few, Reformers as 
well as Catholics, would take her side ; they might ap- 
pear to be swimming with the stream, but they would 
strike clear from it when the time came for action* 
The supposed secrecy was a delusion. The rasintentioo 

becomes 

conspiracy was in every one's mouth, and the known to 
people were furious. The duke was accused and causes 
of having sold the country to France ; but ritation. 
the King of France, men said, should never set foot 
in England. The jealousy with which Edward was 
guarded only stimulated suspicion. Some said that he 
was already dead, others that the duke had poisoned 
him ; to which the Protestants had their answering ac« 
cusation that his sister Mary had " overlooked " him ; 
that his illness became mortal from the day when she 
was last in his presence.^ 

In other times the popular discontent would have 
expressed itself in a violent form; but London wa« 
overawed by the " gendarmerie," who could have ex- 
tinguished in blood any merely popular tumult. The 
council had not been formally consulted, and no opin« 
ions on either side had been officially expressed : yet 
none of those who were suspected of being unfavoor* 

1 ScheTfbe to Charles Y., May 80: Bodi Htmt MBS. . 
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able to the duke felt their lives secure ; Cecily wmlk* 
The ut€8 of ing with a friend in Greenwich Park, whu»« 

fboee who , .., • . 

onKMe the pered his own misfidvins^s ; for himself, he said* 
duiger. he would DC no party to treason, and he had 
resigned his office of secretary ; but he went about ever 
after armed, in dread, he avowed, of assassination ; he 
secreted his money and papers and prepared to fly.^ 

Meantime Northumberland had made important 
The duke progress; he had persuaded Edward. Ed- 
I^IJJ^^ ward had consented by a strained imitation 
ito^bjiet- of the precedent of Henry VIII. to name 
ten patent, j^jg succcssor by letters patent, or by will; 
and the council and the Lords could thus be forced 
into an appearance of acquiescence which they would 
find it difficult to refuse to the entreaties of a dying 
prince. When Edward's mind was first set working 
upon the subject, the extremity of his danger was con- 
cealed from him, and Scheyfiie was informed rightly, 
that one of the points pressed upon his consideration 
was the objection to a female sovereign. The plot was 
altogether precipitate and inconsistent : the duke had 
resolved on nothing beyond setting Mary aside. Some 
time in the beginning of June Edward wrote with his 
own hand what he called ^* his device for the succes- 
rion." « 

" For lack of issue mal& of my body to the iosao mm lo 
eeBMRg of the iaouo female, aa I have after doclarod t 

I Alford to Cecil: Tytler, Vol. H. 

* It was altered by him in the interval between the first draft and hii 
deathf and the omissions and insertions mark the progress of the design. 
The reader will observe that the words which have a pen-stroke through 
them were in the original device, and were subsequently crossed out. The 
words in italics were insertions; bat, like the original, were written \^ 
Idward himself. I transcribe from the careful copy printed for the Ckm* 
i3an Society by Mr. John Gough Nichob. — Queen Jane and Queen Mmr$ 
Appendiar^ p. 89. 
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to the Ladj Frances's ^ heirs males, 4&9^ laok of if «iU 
have any such issue hrfare my death : to the ibamwoh^ 
Lady JaneV and her heirs males. To the saooanion, 
Lady Catherine's heirs males. To the Lady Mary's 
heirs males. To the heirs males of the daughters 
which she [«. e. the Duchess of Suffolk] shall have 
hereafter. Then to the Lady Margaret's heirs males.^ 
For lack of such issue, to the heirs males of the Lady 
Jane's daughters. To the heirs males of the Lady 
Catherine's daughtei^s ; and so forth, till you come to 
the Lady Margaret's daughters heirs males." ^ 

The " device " tells its own story ; a female sover- 
eign was not contemplated, nor was Edward, ^^j^^ ^j^ 
when he drew it, aware of the near approach JSt be** 
of his death. He evidently expected to Uve »**~^ 
till one or both of the recent marriages had proved 
finiitful; he considered the possibility of his having 

1 Frances, Dnchess of Suffolk, daughter of Maiy, sister of Heniy Viii> 
and Charles Brandon. 

2 Margaret Clifford, daughter of Eleanour, Countess of Cumberland. 

* The remaining clauses refer to the government during the Regency, 
should Edward die before the heir should be of age. 

** If, after my death, the heir male be entered into 18 years old, then ho 
to have the whole rule and governance thereof. 

'* But if he be under 18, then his mother to be goremefls till he enter 18 
years old; but to do nothing without the advice and agreement of 6 parcel 
of a council to be appointed by my last will to the number of 20. 

** If the mother die before the heir enter into 18, the realm to be governed 
by the council, provided that after he be 14 years all great matters of ina- 
portance be opened to him. 

" If I diod without iooue^ and tho f o wore none heim malfl, thon tf i n J m Aj 
Fmnoee to be govome e s Bo gegfe — Fof luck of hoFt thea hw oldoot dmg h*> 
tcrot andfofiaok oi thorn, the Lady Margaret to bo goveraeso after^ aa ig 
ftforcoftid, till oomo hoir male bo bom^ and thon the mothor ^ that- chil4-te 
bo govomogoi 

iiAad4 f during the rol e of the gov e mc e o thew dio fowt o f th e ooun e il 
t hon oholl s bo by hof lot t ow ooU an aooombly - of thooounoil vrithSn on w 
■oath following^ and choooo fouF mor e , whoroin s he shall have 8 voieee \ bu l 
a fto g hor doath, the Ig e hall e h o o ee among t hemoolf ^ till tho hoif 

> on h e by theit m 
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chQdren of his own ; and the male o£%pring of his 
cousins was preferred to his own daughters, should 
daughters be born to him. But such an arrangement 
would not have answered Northumberland's intention. 
The king was now made to feel that he was dying. 
** The Lady Jane's heirs males : " were converted, by 
erasure and an insertion, into ^^ the Lady Jane and her 
heirs male." Her mother. Lady Frances, was but 
thirty-seven years old and might still bear a son. This 
contingency was anticipated by a provision that the 
son, to succeed, must be bom while Edward was alive. 
inanim- Thus altered, the weak, incoherent, impracti- 
utosab- cable arrangement was submitted to the Lords 
MNaneii, as tlic king s desire. 

The reception of it was not favourable. The Mar- 
quis of Winchester, Lord Bedford, Sir Thomas Cheyne, 
y^Q ^ Lord Shrewsbury, and Lord Arundel made 
vSthmany ^^^ obvious objcctions that the power of 
objections, bequeathing the crown had been granted ex- 
ceptionally to Henry VIIL, for peculiar reasons ; that 
the disposition which had been made by Henry had 
been confirmed by statute ; and that it was grotesque 
to suppose that a prince under age, and unauthorized, 
could set aside an act of parliament at his own pleas- 
ure : ^ the French, too, whatever present face they 
might please to wear, would be as little satisfied as the 
Emperor ; if the late King's daughter were to be set 
aside in favour of another queen, they would, sooner 
or later, insist on the prior claims of Mary Stuart. 
The resistance was so decided that, on the 15th of 
June, it was believed that Northumberland would be 
driven after all to take possession of Elizabeth and try 
bis fortune thns.^ 

I Scheyfiie JUS, • Schejfhe to the Emperor: MA 
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But the indispensable consent of Elizabeth herself 
perhaps could not be obtained ; or else among the 
many difficulties of a hazardous enterprise those attend- 
ing the substitution of Jane Grey were the least. 
Northumberland could not retreat; the king was ea- 
ger, and force could compensate for illegality. They yield, 
The lives of the opposition were in North- JJ^tK^ 
umberland's power; and they hesitated, or mSe^bytiw 
they could not on the instant resolve on the J^JS^'by^ 
course which they should pursue. A promise p"^*^*"*- 
was made to them that parliament should be called im- 
mediately, and that any steps which might be taken 
should be subject to parliamentary revision.^ They 
bent, therefore, before the immediate danger, and 
waited till they could have the support of the country 
in taking further measures. 

The question of legality was referred to the judges. 

On the 11th of June Chief Justice Montague re- 
ceived a letter, bearing the council's signatures, requir- 
ing him to present himself at Greenwich the following 
day with Sir Thomas Bromley, Sir John Baker, and 
the Attorney- and Solicitor-General. The learned body 
were admitted into the king's apartment, and the king, 
in the last stage of exhaustion, informed them that 
during his illness he had reflected on the condition and 
prospects of the country ; the Lady Mary might marry 
a stranger ; the laws and liberties of England might be 
sacrificed, and religion might be changed ; he desired, 
therefore, that the succession might be al- TheWng 
tered. The scheme, in the corrected form, JSjSdlti 
was read aloud in the room, and Edward re- ^fgg, 
quired the judges to draw out letters patent 
embodying his directions. 

I Scheyftie to the Emperor: MS* 
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The judges listened, and declared nnanimouslj that 
the king demanded an impossibility. Letters patent 
vrould have no force against an act of parliament. Bat 
Edward would hear of no objections. He would have 
the letters patent drawn, and drawn immediately. The 
judges retired, requesting/ time. 

The two next days the council were in close session, 
the clerks and secretaries being excluded. Noailles, 
since the Queen of Scots had been named as a diffi- 
culty, had been admitted no further into confidence, 
and could learn nothing of what was going forward ; 
only on all sides there were notes of preparation ; the 
equipment of the fleet was hastened ; a body of troops 
were reviewed in the Isle of Dogs, and forty pieces of 
cannon were shipped for Guisnes and Calais. At last 
an order appeared commanding all peers and great 
men in England to repair at once to London.^ 

Meanwhile the judges were studjring the Act of 
The judges Succcssiou, and had discovered, beyond all 
!?1S:;o£?y; doubt, that, if they obeyed the king, they 
TO^t^high would lay themselves open to prosecution 
*'*'***°* as traitors.^ They returned to Greenwich, 
and repeated to the council their inability to comply, 
Northumberland was absent when they entered ; but, 
hearing of their arrival and of their answer, " he came 
into the council chamber, being in great rage and fury, 
Northumber- tremblinff for anger : and amongst his outran 
ens them, gcous talk he Called Sir Edward Montague 
traitor, and said that he would fight in his shirt with 
any man in the quarrel." ^ He was so savage, that 

1 Noftilles to the King of France: Ambassades, Vol. II. p. 34. 

> The tenth section of the act declares that any person going alioat to 
ando the act or interfere with the succession as therein ordered, ihoold b« 
guilij of high treason. 

8 Montague's Narrative: printed in Fuller'a Church Bistort . 
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the judges thought he would strike them, if they 
mained in the room. They escaped in baste ; but the 
next day they were again sent for. They were in- 
troduced in the midst of dead silence. *^ The Lords 
looked on them with earnest countenance, as though 
they had not known them," ^ Not a word was spoken 
till they were called to the king's bed-side. 

Edward, dying as he was, " with sharp words and 
angry countenance, asked where were the letters 
patent ? Why had they not been drawn ? " Monta- 
gue said that they would be useless without an act of 
parliament, and when Edward answered that he would 
call a parliament, the Chief Justice begged that the 
question mi£:ht be deferred till the meetin£[. Edward 
But Edward would not hear of delay. The obedienoe. 
ratification might follow ; for the present, he chose to 
be obeyed. A voice at Montague's back exclaimed, if 
the judges still refused, they were traitors. No lips 
were opened to support them ; partly, perhaps, because 
the king's deafh-bed was not a fit place for an alterca- 
tion ; partly because opposition at that time might have 
led to instant bloodshed.^ Bromley was timid. Baker 
would go with Sir Edward, and Sir Edward was " an 
old man without comfort." They reflected that they 

1 Montague's Narrative: printed in Faller*8 Church Bittory, 
* Noailles thought that at this time the duke had gained over his oppo- 
nents. On the 17th June, he says, he found the oooncil in better spirit! 
than ho had seen them since his arriyal. Their own explanation was that 
the king's health had improved. Noailles believed, however, that their 
satisfaction ** provenoit plus du contentement en quoy les milords se trou- 
Tent pour s'estre resolus tons en une opinion, oil pour y par>"enir oni tenu 
beaucoup de journ^es, estant resserrez et ne se pouvant accorder pour raison 
de ce que 1e milord tr^sorier et au leurs aultres estoient de oondrarie vo- 
Innt^ k celle du Due de Northumberland, lequel les avoit depois unis et fiuct 
eondescendre a la sienne." — Noailles, Vol. 11. p. 40. Scheyihe, on tht 
Motrary, was assured, and believed, that the compliance was tbn>ug'. o«l 
•framed. 
TOL. v. 80 
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I mild not be committing treason by obeying the king 
ThejQdgM, ^ 'o^g ^3 ^^ ^^Qg ^^3 alive ; and they satis* 
foppoft"** fi®d their consciences by resolving to meddle 
JS3Sf«^- no further after he was gone. They de- 
^^^ manded for their greater security special in- 

structions in writing, and a pardon if their consent 
should prove to have been a crime. This being grant- 
ed, they complied. The remaining judges, who were 
next called in, agreed to the same terms, Sir James 
Hales, a Protestant, alone holding out to the last. 
The Solicitor-General Gosnold resisted long. " How 
the duke and the Earl of Shrewsbury handled him,** 
And the says Moutaguc, " he can tell himself." ^ 
ten*rif*" Gosnold, too, yielded at last, and the letters 
eompieted, patent wcro drawn out, engrossed, and passed 
under the Great Seal. The king's sisters were de- 
clared incapable of succeeding to the crown, as being 
both of them illegitimate. With a strange inconse- 
quence of reasoning, it was added that, even had their 
birth been pure, being but of half-blood to the king, 
they would not be his heirs ; ^ and, further, they might 
compromise the country by undesirable marriages. 
The succession was therefore disposed in the altered 
order which Edward had prescribed ; and the document 
being prepared, it remained only that Northumberland 
should compel every one whose rank or influence made 
him formidable, to commit himself to the substitution 
by his signature. 

1 It were curious to know — Shrewsbury had been active in opposition 
to the duke, and, after Edward's death, was among the first to declare 
against him. 

3 ** As also for that the said Lady Mary and Lady Elizabeth be nnto m 
%at of the half-blood, and, therefore, by the antient laws, statutes, and 
customs of this realm, be not inheritable untn us, although they were legit- 
iaiAte, as they be not indeed." — Letters Patent for the liimitation of th* 
Grown : Quern Jane and Queen Mai^ p. 93. 
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On the 21st of June he collected at Greenwich the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Lord Chan- ^^^ 
cellor, twenty-two peers, eight eldest sons of ■*«°^' 
peers, ministers, secretaries of state, judges, officers of 
the household. Of all whose support would be useful, 
of all whose opposition had to be dreaded. Lord Wil- 
liam Howard and Lord Derby alone were absent, and 
Lord Derby was represented by his son. The rest 
came together at the duke's bidding, and, willingly or 
unwillingly, gave their names to his design.^ 

1 I transcribe Mr. Nichols's excellent analysis of the signatures: — 
Great officers of State and Peers t 

The Archbishop of Canterbury; Goodrich, Bishop of Ely, Lord Chan- 
cellor; Marquis of Winchester, Lord Treasurer; Duke of Northumberland, 
Grand Master of the Household ; Earl of Bedford, Lord Privy Seal ; Duke 
of Suffolk ; Marquis of Northampton ; Earls of Arundel, Oxford, West- 
moreland, Shrewsbury, Worcester, Huntingdon, and Pembroke; Lord 
Clinton, Lord Darcy; the Bishop of London; Lords Abergavenny, Cobham, 
Grey de Wilton, Windsor, Bray, Wentworth, Rich, Willoughby, and 
Paget 

Eldest Sons of Peers: 

Lords, Warwick, son of the Duke of Northumberland, Fitzwalters, of 
the Earl of Sussex, Talbot, of the Earl of Shrewsbury, St. John of Basing, 
of the Marquis of Winchester, Russell, of the Earl of Bedford, Fitxwarren, of 
the Earl of Bath, Gerald Fitzgerald, heir of the earldom of Kildare, Strange, 
son of Lord Derby, Lord Thomas Grey, brother of the Duke of Suffolk. 

Officers of the Household : 
Sir R. Cheyne, Treasurer and Warden of the Cinq Ports, commonly 
called Lord Warden; Sir William Cavendish, Treasurer of the Chamber; 
Sir Richard Cotton, Controller; Sir John Gates, Yice-Chamberlain. 

Secretaries of State . 
Sir WUliam Petre, Sir William Cecil, Sir John Cheke. 

Judges: 
Sir Roger Cholmeley, Chief Justice of the King*s Bench; Sir Edward 
Montague, Chief Justice of the Common Pleas; Henry Bradshaw, Chief 
Baron of the Exchequer; Sir John Baker, Chancellor »f the Exchequer; 
Sir Hamfrey Brown, Justice of the Common Pleas; Sir William P<»taaii« 
laatiee of the ELing'i Bench; Sir Robert Bowes, Master of the Belle. 

The King*s Sergeant: 
James Dyer. 

The Solicitor-Greneralt 
John Gosnold. 
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They signed without order ; ardent Protestants side 
hy side with the attached friends of Mary ; city mer- 
chan ;s intermixed with privy councillors ; and some 
names appear in so singular a connexion, that it is 
hazardous to suggest the principle which guided the 
arrangement.^ The judges, when they produced the 
But the document, again protested that it was worth- 
2*SJfat*° less, and they must have signed as a form ; 
an end. Cecil, afiter long refusal, wrote his name at 
last at the king's desire ; but insisting, as he did it, that 
he signed only as a witness. Many, perhaps, like 
Montague, saved their consciences with an intention of 
resisting afterwards when the king should have died. 
Some signed, it can hardly be doubted, with a deliber- 
ate intention of deceiving and betraying the Duke of 
Northumberland. Winchester, Bedford, and Cheyne 
continued their opposition, notwithstanding their appar- 
ent compliance ; and were insisting in council, two 
days after, on the necessity of maintaining the original 
Act of Succession.^ 

Cranmer, though he headed the list, was the last 
cnuuner who Subscribed on the 21st of June. The 
to sign. archbishop who had been on bad terms with 

Privy Councillors: 

Sir John Mason, Sir Ralph Sadler, Sir Richard Sackrille, Sir Edward 
North, Sir Anthony St. Leger, Sir Richard Southwell. 

Knights of the Privy Chamber: 

Sir Thomas Wroth, Sir Henry Sydney, Sir Maurice Berkeley, Sir Kiehp 
olas Throgmorton, Sir Richard Blount, Sir Henry Gage. 

[The Lord Mayor: Sir Greorge Barnes. 

Aldermen: Sir John Gresham, Sir Andrew Judd, Sir Richard Dobbti 
Sir Augustine Hinde, Sir John Lambard, Sir Thomas Offley. 

Sheriff of Middlesex: Sir William Garrard. 

Sheriffs of Kent and Surrey: Sir Anthony Brown, Sir Robert Soutfawdl 

Six Merchants of the Staple; Six Merchants Adventurers.] 

The mayor and the citizens did not sign till the 8th of July. 

1 Lord Paget, for instance, is separated from the peers, and appMun 
bttween Sir Anthony St Leger and Sir Thomas Wroth. 

s Scheyfhe to Charles V., June 38. 
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tihe dake since Somerset's death, was among the latest to 
be informed of his project. He, of all men, had most to 
feai* from the accession of the daughter of Queen Cath* 
erine ; but Northumberland knew his disposition too 
well to seek his confidence or c^xpect his support ; ^ he 
had been informed only as soon as his outward concur* 
rence became necessary. On learning the Hahadn 
duke's intentions, he went at once to Edward, ^^"S»** 
and, in the presence of Lord Northampton, '^°*' 
remonstrated with him. Finding the king obstinate, 
he requested a private audience, which the duke was 
too prudent to permit. He then endeavoured to move 
the council. Northumberland told him that the judges 
had acquiesced, and that it was not for him to interfere 
with the king's pleasure ; ^ yet he continued to hold off, 
and, finding liis remonstrances useless, he absented 
himself from Greenwich on the day of the signature. 
But the archbishop's name could not be dispensed with. 
He was sent for, and came in only after the rest had 
signed. He said that he had sworn to maintain the 
will of Henry VIH. If he signed the letters patent, 
he was pequred. The duke and his friends replied 
that they had sworn as well as he, and if he had a 
conscience, so had they. He did not judge their con- 
sciences, he said, but he must act for himself HeUmg 
by his own. He would not sign till he had J^JIiEt** 
again seen his master ; and he was taken to ''*°^' 
the king's room. 

Edward there assured him that the change of the 
succession had the sanction of the judgos ; neither him- 

1 ** The duke never opened his mouth to me to move me; nor his heart 
was not 6uch towards me, seeking long time my destruction, that he 
would ever trust me in such a matter, or think that I would be persnadtd 
kj him.** — Cranmer to Mary: Stiype^s l^e of Cranmer, 

• 8trvpe*s lAfe of Cranmer* 
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lelf nor his subjects could be bound by his &ther^s 
will ; he had a right to act for the good of the common* 
wealth by his own judgment.^ The archbishop had 
not been present at Montague^s protest, and knew 
nothing of it. He desired to see the judges himself; 
and the judges having satisfied their own consciences 
that treason was not treason while the king lived, now 
told him that he might sign, if he wished it, without 
breach of the law. He returned, still hesitating, to the 
And signed king's bcd-sidc, Edward told him he hoped 

at last only , *=* , _ , _ , / - 

on Edw»jrd»s that he would not stand out alone, " and be 
entreaty. morc repugnant to his will than all the rest 
of the council ; " and at this last appeal the archbishop 
jrielded. Others signed with mental reservations, of 
which, in their subsequent defence of themselves, they 
made the most. Cranmer made no reservations, and 
pretended to none. When called to account by Mary, 
he said frankly that, when he signed at last, " he did it 
unfeignedly and without dissimulation," ^ 

The letters patent were thus completed; but the 
The coundi dukc Still felt himsclf insecure, and those who 
bound by a might be suspcctcd of equivocating were com- 
gagement. pelled to bind themselves with a second chain. 
An engagement was attached to the king's autograph 
device, by which all the council, except Lord Arundel, 
promised that they would maintain the succession aa 
it was then determined, " to the uttermost of their 
power," and "never at any time during their lives 
would swerve from it." ' 

1 Strype'B Ufe of Cranmer. * n>id. 

* Queen Jane and Queen Mary^ p. 90. — MontagQe subscribed to tbii 
inth Baker and the Attorney- and Solicitor-General^ although they had 
assured the council to the last that the letters patent were valueless, and 
had, as they said, resolved to move no step, after the king^s death, to cairf 
them into etfect I suppose that the bond was devised to catch those who 
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The last precautions were thus taken, and the con- 
spirators had to sit still till the king*s death, which was 
now every day expected. Since the 11th of June he 
had eaten nothing ; on the 14th he was Themanag©- 

,^ ment of the 

thought at one time to be gone. The care wng la com- 
of him was now exclusively committed to the woman, 
nameless woman, who, when the physicians despaired, 
had professed a belief that she could effect a cure.^ 
But his disorder evidently grew worse, and strange 
assumed anomalous forms ; it was said to be show them- 
an affection of the lungs ; but symptoms ap- suspicions 
peared which could have been occasioned by of poison, 
no disorder of the lungs. Eruptions came out over his 
skin ; his hair fell off, and then his nails, and afterwards 
the joints of his toes and fingers ; ^ and rumour said 
that Northumberland, having made his arrangements, 
could not afford to wait, and was hastening the natural 
arrival of death with poison.' 



might have signed with reservations, and the Jndges, having given their 
names once, could not help themselves. 

1 Hayward's Life of Edtoard VI. Scheyfne. 

2 Scheyfne. 

' The'suspicion that Edward was poisoned was shared both by Catholic 
and Protestant Machyn, a contemporary citizen of London, says that no 
one doubted it. — Diary, p. 35. Burcher, writing to BuUinger, says : " That 
wretch, the Duke of Northumberland, has committed an enormous crime. 
Our excellent king was taken off by poison; his nails and hair fell off," &c. 
Renard, on the 6th of August, informed Charles V. that, by Mary*s order, 
Edward's body had been examined, and it was found ** que .es artoix des 
piedz luy estoients tumbez et qu*il a est^ empoisonn^." — Renard's De- 
spatches: MS. RoUi House, The symptoms, certainly, do not resemble 
those of any known disorder. On the other hand, when a life came to an 
end on which much depended, there was always a suspicion of poison; and 
although Northumberland was not a man to have hesitated, had the accel- 
eration of the death been important to him he would have gained no advan- 
tage from it in the least commensurate with the crime. The probable truth 
was perhaps this: that the woman to whose exclusive care the king waa 
culpably committed, administered mineral medicines in over-doses, 
Chat Edward was in fact poisoned, though not by deliberate malice. 
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While these events were in progress. Mazy, whom 
iiuy sends ^^^ ^xjiksi believed to be ignorant of all that 
2f^^. had passed, found means, though she was 
'**^* narrowly watched, to communicate .with 

Scheyfiie, and desired him to let the Emperor know 
hsr situation, and ask his advice. On the 28d of 
June a rising was expected in London.^ The Prot- 
The oieigy estfaut clerffv, who were the only persons that 

attempt to , m i i i • i 

irritate the heartily exerted themselves m the conspir- 
against her; acy, gave out in their pulpits that the kmg was 
dying, and that religion would be in danger from Mary, 
The people listened so ominously, that the guards at the 
gates were doubled. The Duke of Norfolk, Gardiner, 
and the other prisoners in the Tower, who had been al- 
lowed to walk on the leads and in the gardens, were 
confined to their rooms ; Lord Dacres, who was leaving 
London, was detained, and other suspected persons 
were arrested ; and on the 24th of June Scbeyfhe was 
told that the duke found his embarrassments so great, 
But they do that he was ^ving up the game. Three 

not BQcceed, /»i •% • •% 

and her quarters of the country were determined to 
confident. support Mary, and her friends on the council 
sent a message through Scheyfiie to the Empel*or, to 
say that the slightest demonstration, on his part, in his 
cousin's favour, would suffice to ensure her ac- 
cession .^ 

In his extremity Northumberland was obliged again 
Northumber- to appeal to Fraucc. It was now whispered 

land aflsin _ 

eonnecto him- at Paiis that, should Mary become queen, 
France, Charfes had already destined her for Philip 
of Spain ; and the union of England and Spain, under 
a common sovereign, was a danger which every French 

1 Noailles. ^ 

3 Scheyfiie to CharlM Y* M8, IMUEouse. 
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itatesman felt himself called upon to make an effort to 
prevent. In the last week in June, therefore, freah 
communications passed between the King of France 
and the conspirators ; promises were given of help, at 
which the duke recovered heart; he de- ^^p,„p^^ 
manded a loan from the city, and when there %SSm^ ' 
was hesitation, he threatened that the volun- **"** 
tary loan should be a forced one. Troops were raised 
in all directions ; the forts in Essex were dismantled of 
cannon to furnish the fleet ; and by the Ist of July 
twenty sail were ready armed and manned at Green- 
wich to intercept any descent which might be attempted 
jfrom Flanders : Scheyfhe comforted himself with ascer- 
taining that the crews had been pressed, and were not 
to be depended on ; but the preparations in London 
threatened to crush resistance in the capital. 

On the 4th of July the king was believed to be dead. 
A wan face had been seen at a window of the palace 
at Greenwich ; Edward had been lifted out of bed, 
and carried to the casement, that the people might as- 
sure themselves with their own eyes that he was living. 
But the suspicion was only deepened ; the spectators 
believed that they haa seen a corpse.^ Scheyfhe was 
informed minutely of the circiunstances of the letters 
patent, which had before been only gradually com- 
municated to him. Parliament would meet in Sep- 
tember, when it was likely that all would go well 
again ; but the danger was that in the meantjpie Mary 
would be made away with. She had been Maiyia 
warned by some secret friend to move further to Norfolk, 
from London, if possible, to Framlingham Castle, in 
Norfolk, where she would find friends.^ 

On the first Sunday in the month it was observed 

1 SeheT&e. > Scheyfhe to the Emperor July 4 
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tihat the preacher at PauVs Cross ^^ did neither praj fiir 
die Lady Mary's Grace, nor the Lady Elizabeth's.'' * 
On the Friday following the French ambassador de- 
tected an unusual movement : he had been promised an 
audience, but a message was brought to put him off. 
There was no longer any king in England. On the 
July. evening of Thursday, the 6th of July, the 

idwaridtofl. anniversary, as pious Catholics did not fail to 
observe, of the execution of Sir Thomas More, the last 
male child of the Tudor race had ceased to suflbr* 
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History of England. 



CRITICAL NOTICES. 

'*They are a wordiy continuation of a history which will hold a high place in EnglisL 
Klerature. Mr. Froude belong to the school of Carlyle, but he is not an imitator of that 
great writer. He equab him in industry, and profound study, but he is calmer and more 
natural in his tone, more Uioughtful in his remarks on events, more unaffected in his nana- 
live, and more simple and life-like in his portraits. In the main, he is a pictorial historiaiL 
and his skill in description and fulness of knowledge make his work abound in scenes and 
passages that are almost new to the^ general reader. We close his pages with unfeigned 
regret, and we bid him good speed in his noble mission of exploring the sources of English 
history in one of its most remarkable periods.'*— British Quarterly Review. 

" The claims of the author to a high standing among English historians, are already 
fully conceded. His researches have been independent and original, and although some 
may except to some of his conclusions, especially m regard to the character of Henry VHI., 
it will be admitted that he has struck out new lights for the better and fuller reading of tlM 
period which he has undertaken to unfold, and furnished ampler materials for the forma 
Cion of correct judgments. We have noticed in the English reviews a general acknowledg* 
ment that Mr. Froude possesses, in an eminent degree, the qualincations of an able» 
perspicacious^ honest, and in^partial historian. ^ The edition of Scribner & Co. will fulfill 
the wishes of the most fastidious and is accordingly recommended, without hesitation, for 
its typographical excellence." — Philadelphia Presbyterian. 

" The style is excellent ; sound, honest, forcible, singularly pcrspiaious English .* at 
times, with a sort of picturesque simplicity, pictures dashed off with only a few touches, but 

perfectly alive We have never to read a passage twice We sec 

*he course of events day by day, not only the more serious and important communications, 
but the gossip of the hour. ... If truth and vivid reality be the perfection of histocy* 
much is to be said in favor of this mode of composition.'* — London Quarterly. 

"llie ease and spirit, the gentleness and force, the grace and energy, the descriptive and 
^ssionate power, the unstudied ease, and the consummate art of boui imagery and diction 
which distinguish this remarkable writer, will soon make a place for him among the most 
interesting and distinguished of those who have attempted to write any portion of the won- 
derful history of England. Those who have not read any of these volumes can scarodf 
appreciate, without the trial, how rich a treat is in store for them." — N. Y. Times. 
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SHORT STUDIES ON GREAT SUBJECTS 

CRITICAL NOTICES. 

** Mr. Froud^s book consists of several lectures, criticisms, and articles, produced before 
and after the writer had established his claim to rank among the greatest of modem histo- 
rians. They touch upon a variety of subjects, and show how thoughtftiUy their author had 
considered them. The articles from tlie l^est minster Rnneiv on the ' Book ol Job' and 
the 'Philosophy of Spinoza,' are pearls of great price." — Philadelphia Press. 



*' ' Short Studies on Great Subjects,' by James Anthony Froude, is the title of a 

of the minor writings of the popular English historian, who is so bold and original a thinlcei 
that nothing which comes from him should be overlooked by those who would keep up with 
the intellectual progress of the age." — N. Y. Evening Post. 
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In less than a month after publication this Memoir reached a sale of 
SEVEN THOUSAND copies in Great Britain. It is one of the liveliest, most 
amusing, and at the same time most profitable of recent biographies. 

The volume overflows with racy and characteristic Scotch anecdotes^ 
while Dr. Macleod's irrepressible buoyancy of spirits sparkles on every page 
and now and then breaks out in pen and ink caricatures, suggestive of 
Thackeray in his best vein. 

CRITICAL NOTICES. 



From the Atlantic Monthfy. 
"The life of Dr. Madeod is one of the most interesting and affecting biographies of a 

Sar singularly^ prolific in important memoirs. It is written by his brother, Uie Rev. Donald 
acleod, and is beautifully written, with great tenderness, and at the same time a most 
dignified restraint of eulogy." 

From the New York Observer, 

** To a remarkable list of interesting memoirs of prominent men that have appeared 
within the last twelve months is now added the one of which the title is given above. The 
relations of Dr. Madeod, not only to the religious and literary public, but to Uie royal 
household, his prominence as a man of talent and influence, and lus genial^ character, have 
awakened expectations in regard to his biography that will not be disappointed. 

From the Advance, 

" A very enjoyable and instructive book we have found it to be, in the TsrietY of its 
contents, and in the insight which it has given us unto the heart of a very noble Chmtiaa.'* 

From the Christian Union, 

** We would commend Ae book as one in which no person whose heart b ia die right 
place can flail to be greatly interested." 

From the Christian Intelligencer, 

" There b something very refreshbg and invigorating in die memoSn of radi a aum ai 
Dr. Madeod." 

From the New Yorh ''^ Evening Post^ 

'* The work is one of uncommon interest'* 
,Semt postpaid on receipt of price by the publishers, 
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*< Nicholas Mintum," Dr. Holland's latest story, which has been 
followed with so much interest by thousands of readers during its publica- 
tion in Scridner*Sj is now ready in book form. In the volume Dr. Holland 
has added a few words to the title, which he aptly calls " A Study in a 
Story/* In this story the author not only has attempted to show the effect 
upon character, both in the upper and the lower classes, of a loss of self- 
respect, but he has made, in addition, a ^* Study " of a social problem, 
which may be said to be peculiarly timely. 

The elucidation of the pauper and tramp question form, in fact, a 
leading theme of the book ; for, like Dr. Holland's other stories, this is 
'<a novel with a purpose." A large part of the interest lies in the relations 
of Nicholas, the hero, to the "dead beats" of a great city, and his extra- 
ordinary experiments in their reclamation. 

Subjects like these are illustrated and discussed with strong conviction, 
in a spirit of humor as well as of earnestness, and in a manner calculated 
to awaken attention and to do good. Evidently, not a little of personal 
experience has been wrought into this part of the narrative. 

But there are one or two love stories involved, and Dr. Holland has 
given his readers some characters evidently studied from life and not from 
books, namely, Mr. Benson, who is the tragic figure on the scene, Mrs. 
Coates, and Capt. Hanks, that ''hard-working and slow-saving man." 

Altogether, " Nicholas Mintum " is destined to be one of Dr. 
Holland's most popular and influential works. 

Copies sent^ post-paid, by 

SCRIBNER, ARMSTRONG & CO., 

743 AND 745 Broadway, New York. 
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